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David' J TE' 
eei'ving thofe 
that flocked to 
him jufttffd. 



in all Probability, was occafion'd by a 
violent Fright 5 God, in his good Provi*- 
dence, might permit this Diftemper to 
befal him at this Jundlure, in order to 
facilitate his Efcape out of the Hands of 

Acbijh^ and, as foon as the Danger was 
over, reftor'd him to his former Health 
again. For this Reafon we find him, in 
thofe Pfalms, which he is thought to have 
composed upon this Occafion, alluding 
both to the Nature of his Diftemper, and 

to God's Goodnefs, in preferving him in it, 
and delivering him from it : {u) Great are 



of 



but the 



of all I He 



all his Bones J fo that not 07ie of them is 
broke}! 5 and therefore {x) unto thee, O God^ 
will I pay my Vows, zmto thee will I give 



7, and my Feet fro?n falling, 

* 

that I may walk before God in the Light of 
the Livi7Zg» 

DAF I Dy upon his Efcape from the 
Court of Achijloy not knowing of any 
other Place of Retreat, betook himfelf 
to the Cave of Adullanty where he found 
it necelTary to provide for his Security, 

by putting himfelf upon fbme Foot of 
Defence, fonathan, from full Convidlion, 
had told him, (as himfelf, from frequent 
Experience, had found), that his Father, 
at all Adventures, would endeavour to take 
away his Life. His Family, by this Time, 
were fallen under the Difpleafure of Smd, 
and were in Danger of being all cut off 



Nob) 



Cofifp 



Wonder 



thren> having this Apprenfion of Dajigcr 



before their Eyes, refbrted to hirii for their 



own Security ; no Wonder, that,' In 
Times of national Difcord, Refugees of all 
Kinds, either through their private Wants^ 
or the Oppreffion of their Enemies^ a 
DiflafFedHon to the Government, or a Zeal 
for the next Succeffor, fhould flock t6 
D.a'uid: Nor David any ways blame- 
able for receiving them, [y) fince we have 
abundant Reafon to prefume, that he took 
none under his Proteftion, but fiich as 
were forc'd to flee from Saul's Injuftic^ 
and Oppreffion i nor fcreen'd any Debtors^ 
but filch as were under a real Inability to 

fatisfy their Creditors, and were therefore 

7ieceJJitated, either to leave their Countryj^ 

or lofe their Liberty. The SubmiflioH 
and Difcipline, wherein he kept his Peo- 
ple, and the high Notions of Rcfpedt 
and Reverence, which he always infus'd 
into them for the Government, and Perfoii 

of the King, are an ample Teftimony* 
that he meditated no Defeftion or Revolt ; 
and the Debtors, whom he fecur'd from 

cruel ProfecuLions, or Slavery, he put in a 

w ' 

Condition to pay their Creditors, by lead- 
ing them agaijifl the Enemies of TJrael^ 
from whom, in feveral Expeditions, they 
returned laden with rich 'Spoils. 

F 

There is one Part, however, of Da- 
vid'^ Condud:, that cahnot fo v/cll be 
vindicated ; and that is, what pafs'd be- 
tween him and Achiflj, upon his fccond 
Retreat to- his Court. We may fuppofe 
indeed, that, duting this Interval, an Al- 
liance was made between Achijh and hini, 
(tho' the facrcd Hilloriun makes no incn- 
tion of it) and that this Jicw ytlly, hear- 
ing how violently Saul pcriccutcd hiin^ 

mighti 



(h) Pfal. XXX iv. 17- 



(x) Ibid. W\. \2, 13. 



» TJiough there be no Comparifon between the JVocmiingn of :i vcvy \-)^Uco\\^, nml .-i very wicked M.in, iXvvU 
andCatitine, yet it may not be aniifs, upon thi:* Occaiion, to tnkcjvioticc of vj\vM SalhJI f;iyfl of Mmi/ws, C.M'm-'a 
Agent ;\m\ Ambaflaclor. M^ri/ius h Eiutia p/.ihem /bnUsiarf, f^/ftute, f$mul ac dolore htjurhr, nO'vanm nrnw (u(>>JnNt, 
qtiod ShUu: domiuathne iigros, honaquc omnia amifirat % prrteren htrottrs aiju/i^ue ftftirris, quorum in f/i trt^ivw muyjin fofncr. 
fuif, ^c. 'Tio not improbable Jiowevcr, that the Ufnfic now prcviiird nnionu the y^w/, which Crfay u-Ufi im, 
anciently obtainM among the GWi, for thofe, that were in Ocbl, oppjcfiiM by 'JVibuic;., or the ry;;u,My of the 
Gnat, to betake thcmfclvca to the Service of fomc €vihte»f Man for Piotcaioii : Uy hiin ilicy wcxc jn.MM.iinM, and io 
him they devoted thcmfclvco, under a folcnm ObHfrntion to live and die with him. ' The fe were tailed, in tl.o CW/A 
Langiuiie, Siddurii, from whence the Word Soidiet- in deriv'd j and, afl tliey iniRht be honeil and /-oml hU n, 1)10' tlu-y 
had the Misfortune to be in Debt, or could not fubinit to lyianiiical 'JVcatniciu ; fo, in all J*fobabiliiy . D^vWu t.'oni- 
paniono were, V id. V/'/r /.r/;- (/David, the JtUhor iUueUuion €>:umin\l, -1 

(y) Cahiet'*^ Comment, in 1 Sam, Mxii. a. 
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2888 ^ niight, in Hopes of making the Breach 
Ant. Chrift. wider, and of exafperating David againft 
1 16, i^c. j^j^^ voluntarily invite him into his Do- 
minions 5 but certainly we cannot but fay, 
that David fhould by no Means have gone. 
God had expreflly commanded him by 




Fugitive kindly received at a foreign Court, 
and protedled by a Prince, that was . in 
Hoftility with his Perfecutor ; this Prince 
expedling of his Refugee, in Confideration 
of the Favours, he had conferr*d on him, 
that Jie fhould attend him to the War. 





his Prophet to return into the Tribe of and efpoufe his Caufe againft their com- 
yudaby and, at the lame Time, gave him mon Enemy ; and, all this while, the 
AfTurance, that he would be his Safeguard other, bound in Gratitude not to be un- 
wind Protedtor : It was therefore an apparent civile and, confidering the dangerous 
Diffidence of God's Providence, which I Situation of his own AiFairs, not daring to 
had been fo long employed in his Preferr difcover his real Purpofes : If we imagine 
vation, to make an Enemy's Country the this, I %, we muft allow, that, if in any 
Place of his Refuge ; and a Breach it was Cafe, what they call a Fi?2effe in Policy 
of Truth and Fidelity to his new Ally, were allowable, it was in this of David's 
to make him believe, that he was fighting when he had unhappily brought himfelf 



againft his FoeSy when all the while he 
was deftroying his Confederates, 

But what can we fay for his Condudt, 
when he joins Forces with the Enemies of 

f ^ — — — — - 

his Country, takes the Field with them I culpable in the Eyes of God, fliould, never- 
promifes to aft offenftvely, and loojks upon thelefs, be ftii'd in Scripture {b) the Man 
it as a Kind of Slight and Indignity to be after his own Heart : But, whoever ob- 



Circumflances, 
It may feem a little ftrange perhaps, ^"'^-»'" '» 
that David, who, in thefe, and feveral '^^TL'tl'' 
other gro/Ter Inftances, could not but he..f^„'§^^; 



What 



ferves the Occafion of that Expreffion, 



Achijh, that I may not go fight againft will find, that it ought to be taken in a 



of my Lord the King 



comparative Senfe only, and in Deroga- 



would really fufpefl:, by his alking the tion indeed to Saul, whofe Tranfgreffion, 
Queftion, that he had an Intention not in Iparing Amalek, the Prophet- Samuel 



Martins 



was then reproving; that, in executing 
lanus, who, to revenge himfelf of tl:e I his Decrees upon the idolatrous Nations 
Ingratitude of his Country, join'd with round about him, Bavid would be more 



VolL 



if l"s Inten- pundlual, and not fo remifs as Saul had 
tipn was either to ftand neuter, or to turn been ; and, iq this Refpedt, would con- 



Philijl 



Acbip 



form to the Divine Will, or be "the Man 
^fter God's own Heart, This feems to 

Words 



be open and confpicuous. 

In fliort, how well foever wemay wifh I the common Solution^ viz. that,' tho 
to David's Chaiadcr, there is no vindi- David was a great and grievous Sinner 
eating his Condudl in this Particular. | yet the Severity of his Repentance cicar'd 

him in the Sight of God, and made an 
Amends for the Enormity of Iiis Tranf- 



Wh 

have been culpable; and one Party he 
nuift liavc taken, had not Providence fo 

timely intcrpos'd to prcfcrve his Honour 
without injuring his Confcicncc. How- 
ever, if wc would fuppofc any Thing in 
Extenuation of his Fault, wc muft rcprc- 
fcnt to ourfelvcs a Fitgitivo^ purfu'd by a 
formidnblc Enemy, 

in i:)anijcr of falling into Jiis Hands ; this 



Mom 



greflions, be not much amifs. 

It cannot however with Jufticc be //^ 
fiid, tliat David was any ways culpable?"!)!.'/'^' 
\n IpaiJijg the Life of Sa?d, even when 
Providence iccms to have put it in his 
Hand. This Trial God made of his Vir- 
tue and Clemency, and a glorious Con- 
qucft it was, not only to overcome hi;; 



3 



own 



(rt) I Sam. xxix. II. 



(h) ibid. xiii. 14. nnd xv. 



Chap. III. from the Ilraelites entering Canaan, to the Building of the Temple. 




own Refentments, which were juftly ids Country, inlifting Men, and putting f'^^jj^^^^j 



A. M. 

Ant Chrift. enough founded againft Saul^ but the Ar- 



.^11 16, Csff. 




himfelf in a Condition of Defence^ would, 
guments and Inftigations likewife of thofe I even tinder our mild Covernment^ bfe 
about him; {b) Behold the Day ^ of 'which look'd upon as' fedithus^ and rebellious 




the Lord faid unto thee^ . Behold I will 
deliver thine Enemy into thine Hand^ 
that thou mayejl do to • 'bim^ as it jhall feem 
good unto thee, God had ■ delivered him 
into his Hand indeed, but had given him 

no Order, or Pcrmiflion to flay Saul, {c) 
He had promised him the Kingdom like- 
wife, but would, by no means, allow 
him to afcend the Throne by Blood. His 
Title td.the Succeffion was real, and in- 
conteftable, but not allow'd to be put in 
Force, or himfelf to attempt, by Ways of 

r ■ ' 

Violence, ' the PoflefEon of the Crown, as 
long as Saul was permitted by God to 
reign^ and recognized, as Sovereign^ by j 

• I ■ ■ 

the People. David as yet, being only a 
•private Man, had no Authority to wage 
War againft Saul 5 aiid, tho' it be allow- 
able for any one to defend himfelf againft 
an unjuft Aggreflbr, and to repel Force 
by Force, yet this muft be done only in 
order, to fecure his own Life, and not to 



Proceedings : And there we may luppofe, 
that i>^zW^/ himfelf might not have , fo 
favourable Opinion of tTie Gourlc' 'bf 
Life, he was compelled - at that Time to 
follow 5 might think that he gave forhe 
Umbrage to vS^^^/'s Jealoufy, and Sufpicioh 
of him; and might, thereupon be the more 
inclinable to excufe the Violence of his 

Periecution, and to niake n6 other. Uie of 



the Advanta'ges, he had againft him, than 
to demonftrate his av^ti Innocence, ' and 
the GroundleiEiefs of the^ other's Sufoicions 5 
foi- 3(uch fe6ms to be the Senfe of his owa 
Words. Ce) Wherefore doth ' my Lord 
thus purfiie after his Servant ? For, what 
have I done, or what Evil is in my Hand ? 
Wherefore heareji ■ thou' Mens Wor-ds^ 
faying y David feeketh thy Hurt? Behold 
this Day thine Eyes have feen^ how the 

" i 

Lord had delivered thee into mine Hand in 
the Cave, but mine Eye fpared thee 5 there- 
fore curfed be they before the Lord, who 



take away that of his Adverfary ; for make this Diiferencc betwixt uS j 

what the Apoftles fay of judging, or cen- have driven me out this Day from abiding 

luring, is much more forcible in the Mat- in the Inheritance of the Lord: For herein, 

ter of killing : (d) Who art thou that he not only pleads his own Infiodence, 

judgefi another Man's Servant? TZ? ^/V and , good Intentions towards the King, 

own Majier he Jlandetb or falleth ; for but, in fome Meafure, excufes the Kihg's 

there is one Lawgiver, who is able tofave, Condudt tov(^rds him, as being under the 

and to dejlroy : Who art thou then that Influence of evil Counfellors, which both 

judgejl another? And thefe Rules, which impos'd upon the King's Credulity, and 



ought to be obfcrv*d by private Pcrfons, 
arc much more extenfive, when they re- 
late to a Prince and his Subjefl:. The Sub-- 
jeSi is oblig'd in Duty, even tho* he be 
innocent, to bear patiently the ill Treat- 
ment of his Prince, David^ no Doubt, 
was confcious of his own Intcrgrity, but, 
were it not for the preceding Promifes 
of God in his Favour, and the Orders, 
which, from Time to Time, he received 
from the High-Pricft's Oracle, it would 
not be fo ca(y a Matter to juftify fbme 
Part of his Conchicf]. His fleeing from 

NuMii- XLVIL 



compell'd him to fiich a Method of Life, 

as was far from being agreeable to his 
Intcreft or Inclination. 

Upon many Accounts therefore, it j^nj hh He. 

was an Adl of his great and generous Soul, -^'^XjT^M^ 
for David to fpare the Life of liis fcvcrcft "jf''''' ^^'f: 
Enemy : But tho' wc cannot, in like 
Manner, juftify his Indignation againft 
Nahal^ and the Oath which he fwore to 
dcftroy his whole Family ^ yet fomcthing 
may be ofFcr'd in cxcufc of it, if wc at- 
tend a litde to what occafionM it, and 
the too common liffcd', which fuch 'I'rcat- 



9 A 



mclit 



(£) I Sam. xxiv. 



(c) Ciiitntt'*n Coiiaiicnt. in 1 Sam, xxi'v. ^. 



[//) Uoin. xiv. 4* and Jnm. iv. i:t. 
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ment (as. 




's was) is apt to have up- 



Ant.^chfift. on fach*"Spirits, as we may fuppofe Da- 
1 1 16, £2fr. ^y^,g j^^yg David, while he con- 




Wildernefs 



had 



Men C 

Nadal 




men, but even to protedt and affift them, 
in cafe they were invaded by any of the 
neighbouring Arabians ; and now, that 
their Mafter was fliearing his Slieep 
(which was always a fejlival Seafon) not 
far from the Place, where David was 
cncamp'd ; to fhew him the greater Re- 
ipe<a, he fcnt no lefs than ten young 
Men of his Company, to make his. Com- 
pliments to him, and, in the moA civil 
Manner, to requeft fomething of him, (as 
it was the Cuftom. to be generpus and libe- 



ral at fuch a Time as that) for the Relief not therefore be fuppofed ignoi'ant ei- 



of himfelf and his Followers, in this Form : 
(f) Peace be to thee,^ (as the young Men's 
Inftrudlions were) and Peace be to. thine 



Hptife 



haft 



Peace, in the facred Language, compre- 
Jiends all Manner of Bleflings, both fpiri- 
/Wand temporal, and therefore an higher 
Compliment, (as we fay) or a more affec- 
tionate Salutation, could not have been 
(Icvis'd. jdnd\ 

w 

Aq/l Shearers 
nvere with us, we ht/rt them not, neither 



a?id thy Shepherds, which 



nms there ougbt miji?ig unto them, all the 
' while that they were in Carmel : A fufli- 
cient Argument, one would think, to 



Nabal 



M, 



finall Courtcfy, foi 



Men 



W; 



ccflarics of Life, not to take by Violence 
what ihcy could not be hindcr'd from. 
iSucli Men claim a Kind of Licence to do 
Jjijiirics with Impujilty, and therefore it 
ought to be dceiu'd a great Favour, whcji 



Men 



ihey do them not. David, and his 
however, ujc fo far from magnifying their 
Services to Nahai, that they only fiiy, {g) 
(Iwy did ihcm uo lliirt j wliercas his own 
tlcrvants acknowledge, that they were a 



tlicr of his Exploits, in DefencQ of his 
Coujitry, nor of the true Caufe of SauV% 
Indignation againll him : And yet, dbierve 
the Rudenefs and Infblence of Jiis Anr 
fwer to fuch a Civil Me/laee, and hum- 
ble Requeft : (/) Who is David, a7id who 
is. the Son of Jefle ? There are rnany^ Ser-^ 
vants, now-a-days,] that break every Man 
jrom his Mafter: Shall I take the Pro- 

w 

vifions I have made for 7ny Shearers, ^nd 
give them unto Men, whom I know not 
whence they are ? Nothing- certainly could 
be more provoking tlian fuch an Anfwcr 
as this. The charging David with being 
a Fagabond, and Rebel to his Prince, 
was fi Reproach infulFerable to a Man 
of a liberal Spirit, who knew himfelf in- 
nocent : And therefore no Wonder that 

I 

David, upon the Report of the Meilcn- 
gers, who were thcmfclves brought un- 
dcr the fame Predicament, and therefore 
had no R^eafon to alleviate Matters, was 
refolvcd, in his Paflion, to be rcvcng'd 
upon NabaL Foi*, {k) there were four 

Things in the Matter before us, iJiat fecm 
to have inflam'd Jiis Refentmcnt,' and 
put hnn upon thii; fanguinary Dcfigtj. 
i/l, TJie Want, wliich both Jic and lik; 
Companions at prefcjit hibour'd iin<]cr, 

but 



Defence, and a Wall to ihe?n^ both by Ntgbt ^'p"™ « Sam. 

, , _ 11 1 1 '1 J / i.-tothcEnd 

and by Day, all the wmle, t/jat they were 
with them keeping Sheep. Upon this .Pre- 

fumption, the Matter of their Requeft 
was. Let the young Men find Favour in 

thine Eyes j (for we come in a good Day) 

Tive. I pray thee, whatfoever cometh unto 
thine Pland mito thy Servants, and thy 
Son David. Words can hardly be invented 

■ 

more full of. Relpedl and Hiiniility ; {Jo) 
Jbr he pays a Deference to, Nabal ^ , either 
upon the Accoxint of his Seniority,] or De- 
fcent fi"om the fame Tribe, and defires no 
Rarities, no Dedicates, but any.; Thing 
that fir ft came to hand, and what he could 
mofl: conveniently fpare, 

iV^-B^i (aswejuflnowhinted) was of 
tlie fame Tribe with David, and. could 



(/,' I .-ixv . 6, <- v. (i;) J bill, vcr, i6. (/jj /W//V/i*ii and CW.v/*7'j CoHiiiR'ntat icj. 

\.\\\ 10, 11. (.7r/t\\ Coiainciit. in Locum. i 



4 



I 



Chap. III. jTrom the Ilraeiites entering Canaan, to the Building- of the Temple. 
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but hdp'd to have relieved; out of ' the A- 
bundance= oi zivealthy.'Mxaxi^ who might 
eaiily have done it without hurtihg him- 
felf. 2dly, ;The Deception he was "under, 
in finding no Compeniation made him. 




and DeliB-n of deflroyme:. iVi?^^/fs.Familyii P'^'" ' Sam. 

A J t. , - 1 . . * - 1 to the End, 

And tho. in this we ciannot commend 
him, yet .certainly there- is ibmething 

Praife-worthy la his fpeedy Recoricilati-^ 
on, upon .v41^/^tfi/'s..firft Addrefs, and Ap- 



for the Gare, which he, and his People plication 'to\hirn, in the Room of herHuf-^, 
had taken of Naia/'s Catilc, tho" per- [ba-nd : {/) BlefeJ ie' life. Lord God 0/ 

M m 

haps he had given them his Word and rrael^ ,w/jic/j fent thee /this. Day to meet 
Affurance, that/fomething . of this Kind \ nie-^ and bleffed 'be. thy Advice ^ and blejfed 
would be done. ' 3dly, The ReJentmentAbe thou^ 'which/ hafi. keph/me this Day 
which eafily rifes . in the Breaft o^ any [from edming to Jhed Bloody and from 
generous. Man,, when, inftead of Thanks, wnging myfelf imth'.my own Hand, -f-. 



and a grateful Acknowledgment, he meets 
with Contam^Y and opprobx'ious Lan- 



ce 



In a Word, the Rdfolutian againft Nabal 

(as one. elegantly expreiles it) was the' 



guage, ■ . And 4thly, The Vexation^., which- ! " Refolution of. a mortal^ not to lay a mi'>-- 
ah innocent Man, confcious of Jiis owii' ; liiary Mani too much ihjur'd and pjco- 
Merits,: and the Services: he. had don^ his. \ " vok'd,- and urg'd. by Neccffity and Self- 



King and Country, mufl: neceflarily feel;* 



.1 it 



prcfervation : The ' Change- and the 



when . he. perceives himfelf vilified, . arid .' -^'Tbankfgiying, upon being averted from 



treated -ds ^ :Scomdrel; ' ^ Fugitive arid " Evil, were the Sentiments, of tuiHero^^ 
Slave ' ivQ Imputations .'ofi .the grofleft Na- | " and a Saint*" 
tufe J arid, " when retorted by ari ungrate^ 
fill Perlbn ' upon ! his Guardian and Berie- 
fadtor; are Provocations paft bearing. 



"The yeisjs indeed (as we quoted the Sauiv >f/7//;jg^ 
Obje<ftion from Jofephus) give us an high . ^j'^n^^^''' 
Commendation of and .fcem to pre- 



.AWvvbrie 6f- thefe Things fingly ■ was K^r him ' before X)W himfelf in Regard 
enough to: irritate a Man of - a- lofty Spirit 5 to the Magnanimity of his Death. But . it 
but air put together could hardly fail -of is.muqh .to be queftioned, .whether Self--' 
inflaming- ttie Mind to fuch a Degree, as . murt&er. (whi^h certaijjly a^Ws. Cafe) 
to make him iofe the Government of his be an Adt.of Magrianimityi . or not. For,- 
Paffion, ' and fall into the moft vindidlive befides that the Lawa of dl Nations have 
Rage, which is generally more obfervable condemned it, as abhorrent- to. the Didlates 
in military Men, whofe Courage and of Nature, and Reafony. of .Self-love and- 
Spirits run high, and, being too much ac- Self-prefervation i the wifeft . of the Hea-- 

cuftom'd to Blood and Slaughter, even in then World ever look -d; upon it as an In- 
lawful Wars, have not that Dread and ftance of Madnefs and. Brutality, and, , with 



Abhorrence of cruel and outrageous Exe- 
cutions, as the reft of Mankind have, 
who live more retired and peaceable Lives. 

'TwAS to the fudden Tranfport of 
D^u/^^'s Piiflion then, and perhaps that 
cxafperatcd by the Infligations of his own 

Men, that wc arc to impute liis Vow, 



great Wifdom, hav^\ concluded, that fuch 
an Aflion is fo far ftom, favouring of true 
Courage and Generofity, that * it is the 
furc Effedt of a . weak and pufillaninious 
Temper of Mind ; fince • true Greatmfs of 
Soul (as they juftly argue) confifts in fup- 
porting the Evils of Advcrlity, and not in 

fliifting 



•]■ The Jjfe of King Ihi'oid. 



(!) t Snm. XXV. 32, 33 



I The Life of King DaM, 



m 

* Si rationc/n rc£lc coiiAiJan, non vera nnimi mngnitiulo nominatur, ubi ijuiAjuc, non vfllcndo tokrare vcl quasque 
afpcra, vcl alienii rcccaia, fcipfum intcit-mcrit : M^\h cnini incna inHrmft dcprchcnditnr, qiuc Tcrrc non poicU vcl 
duram fiii corporis fcrvitutcin, vtl Aultani vulgi opiniontm ; luajorqiic wiiinua jncrito cliccndu.% <jui vitani .cruinnofnui 
«n.,.i8 potdl fcrrcj, qimm ilrccrc. Ann. dc Civit. lib. i. c. -And to the fame rurpoic h that in nn Ucathcu 



KcboB in nngnllis facile eft coiucmncrc viCum : 
I'oniicr illc fadt, qui mifcr e/l*c poicft. 



Ma nr. 
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fhifting them off,, which is a Mark of a 



undergo the Punifhment in this World, ^^^^ > Sam. 
whether it be Reftitution, Lofs of Limb, 



A. U, 

Ant. Chrift. poor impatient Spirit, finking under the 

1 1 1 6 , fcff . common Calamities of Life, . and not j or Lofs of Life itfelf. But nosv this 

knowing how to bear the Blows of bad can^ever happen in the Cafe of Self-mur 
Fortune. {m) Draw thy Sword^ and \ ther, becaufe Self-murther prevents all 




taken 



Laws 



thrujt me through th^rewithy left the Un- \ Punifliment, f the Man 
circumcifed come and mock^ or abufe me^ 
^ was the Aequeft, which Saul made to 

Kis Armour-bearer y and fhews that it was I concerning it; and can, confequently, 
i\ot Bravery and Courage, but the Fear only be included under general Commands, 
of InfultSy and a confcious Inability to and forbidden as a Sin, whereof . God a- 
bear them with a becoming *S»/^r/V% lone can take Coenizance in the World 
of Mind, that made him ihun the Storm^ come. 

when he faw it approaching, by withdraw- Since upon the whole then. 



ing from the Stage of Life. 



Saul -^"^ ^whether 
I n '^^^ proper^ 

may De. laia to -nave aiea m an Act ox ij/u'v'd.orno. 



jfs a Violation S AU L' s Cafe indeed was very dolo- Cowardice, and in the Violation of God's 
0/ God i Law, ^^^g^ j^^^ j^^j therefore any Autho- Law, whereof he had no Space to repent ; 



rity to deftroy himfelf. His Life was a fa- 



Matter 



cred Depofitum of God-'s, and not to be ' what we are . to think of hip Salvation* 



taken away without invading . his Right, 
and violating his Laws at the fame Time. 
For, whatever fomfe may think qf the Si- 
lence of the Scripture concerning* Self- 
murthcr, there is. no Queftion to be 
made,, but that it is included in the Jixth 



The Scripture indeed tells usj that [q) 
Saul died for i his l^ranfgrejfion^ which b^. 
committed, again/i . the, Lordy . a^d alfo^ for 
ajking Counfel of orie who. had . a. fanii'- 
liar Spirit y to enquire of it^ yand-. enqm- 
red not of the Lbrd, and> therefgr.e : the 



Commandment^ under which Saul then {Lord ^ew him. : : Bxxt xt is doing^a hiani 



lived, {n) The Commandrhent forbids 



Words 



Murther in general j and 'tis certainly as to apply them (as fomie have done) to hi$ 
much Murther, to kill ourfelves, as to h^w^/, Perdition, viVhen they plainly' relate 
kill another Man : And the Reafon, to no . more :than • his temporal .Death. 



dangerous and deArudive 



Man 



which the Scripture gives, why we are 
not allowed to do. it, in both Cafes, is j Self 
the fame, becaufe {0) in the Image of God 
?nadc he Man. For if I muft not fhed I vation) impoffiblc ; but then we are to 

■ 

the Blood of another, becaufe be is made know, that, in . that inexhauftible Foun- 

in the Image of God-, I mufl not flied tain of Goodncfs, there may be Ibme 



the Blood of mine 



fclfi becaufe I 



Mercy, fome Jb 



nlfo am a Man, znd made in the Image \ prerogative Grace, that may make fa- 
of Gody as well as he. The Rcafbn vourable Allowances fyt the 



therefore why we have hot more frequent 



Men 



Diflracftion 
, theVio- 



Prohibitions againfl this Sin is plainly [ lence of their Fears, or Troubles, or 



this, 



{q) That whatever Sins or 



OlFenccs God, as a Lawgiver, prohibits, 
he prohibits widi a Penalty, /. e. he af- 
fixes fuch aPuniflimcnt to fuch a Crime, 
and he, who commits die Crime, is to 



Temptation. 



Weight of any other 



Queftion 



peremptorily) tho' it certainly be confo- 



Mc 



to 



(m) I Sam. xxxi. 4. 



How iiiiicli noI)Icr wnti tlmt Ucroliititm of Dttriut, who, fituUnix tiimfflf betniyM, nnd tlint he wns cither to bo 
Jinmhci'tl liy liifi own iiiilycdfl, or cIcliviirM into the IIiiiuls of Alcxumier^ would not however be hia own Kxecucioncr, 
Ilut,i tttthtr, fiiyiihc, die hy Amtbtr'' s Guiit, thtm my civn. Cu ur. f-ib. v. c. 12, 



(«) I'iitt'wood, ui^ainll Sclf-juurther. 



{0) Gen. I'x. 6. 



{p) VhctnKQod, ibid. 



(y) I Chron. x. 15, 14, 



Chap. IH. from the liraelites entering Canaan, 4o:the 'Buildmg of the 
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A. M. 

z888, 

Ant. Chrift. 
II 16, fs'f- 



to think. 



Man 



relembl'd the JVfalady 




Mifcamage, which . is wholly oGca- .the People of Afidod^ and fo did their 

I 

i by the Power of zJDifcafe, or the -Cure, fpo for, having confulted the Or^^- 




DiftracSion of the Brain, becaufe what- 



Way 



ever is committed in fuch a Cafe, is not get rid of their Plague, was to offer unto 



Man's 



and confequcntly, Bacchus , golden Figures of the Part, 



cannot be his Guilt ; yet we have no therein they were affliaed. The Gre^ 
Reafon to prefume, that the Cafe is not czans^ at the taking of Troy, difcover'd an 
fo with thoft, who, out of Pride, or Ark., dedicated to Bacchus, and when 



Haughtinefe, 



Miferies 



Paufa 



or Impatience under prefent Sufferings, ventur'd to open it, he found therein the 

diftruft of God's Providence, or deJfpair Image of the God, but was immediately 

of his Mercy, lay violent Hands upon deprived of his Senfes for daring to look 

thenifelves ; becaufe' the Adt was both vo- ^"to i which feems to be a plain Tran- 

luntary and vicious, and not to be ahien- fcnpt from the Irrevetence and Fate of 

ded by Repentance : But, widiout limiting the ^if/^^d-^/Vifj. {x) Clemens Akxandri'- 



thy Goodnefi, O Lord^ 
we commit their Souls ! 



Mercy 



^acus 



praying for Rain in a great Drought, and 
when Greece was fadly diftrefs'd for Wr*nt 
of Corn, was borrowed from that Part of 
Samuel*^ Hiftory, where he is faid to have 
Curring in the firft Book of Samuel; and, i call'd down Thunder and Rain, in' the 



Heathen Tep- T H u s We havc endeavour'd to fatif- 

ntonies in Coti^ r n r t 

firmation of fy molt of the popiuar Objections, which 

fimi Paffages. ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^^ ^ .^^ ^^^^^^j 



for the iarther Confirmation hereof, we 



Wheat-Haroeji , when the Sky 



lhall only inftance in one or two ancient | was all ferene and clear: And therefore 

we need lefs wonder at the Story between 



Traditions among the Heathens, which, 
in all Probability, deriv'd their Original 
from this Part of iacred Hiftory. The 
Scythians, upon their Return but of Egypt ^ 

pafling thro' the Country of the Phili- 



Saul and the Witch, of Endor, when w< 
read of Circe^ Medea, Erichtbo, Manto 



Women 



Heathen World 



robb'd the Temple of Fenus at 



Necromancy, and of the many 



AJkalon, and for their Punifhment (as (r) Votaries, that reforted to them ; when 



Herodotus tells us) they, and their Polle- we find Statius 



Tirejii 



as 



rity, were, for a long while after, aiBi<5led j raifing Altars, making Libations, and 

offering Sacrifices, with folemn Invo- 



Wh 



le Fhilijl. 
Memory 



had till 

what they had formerly fuffer'd on Ac- 



and Homer 
of (j) one 



Book of his Poem, in rcprefenting Ulyffes 
count of the Ark of God. The Jlthc- as invocating the Ghoft of this ilxmc Tire-- 



plans, when 



Myft 



of Bacchus \jias, and attending to the Oracles, which 



were biought out of Busotia, having not 
received them v/ith all the Pomp and So- 
lemnity that the God cxpedlcd, were 
finittcn (t) with a Difcafe in their fccrct 



proceeded from his Moutli. Thefe 
Things had their Foundation in fome 

early Traditions^ whicli at firfl arofc 



from the Fadls 



9 



B 



Wr 



(r) Lib. i. 
Jri/hph. Sclioliiift. in Ach;irii, Ail 11. 



{j) Conncfllon of the Old nnd New Tt-flamcnt, Parti. Iloolt i, paf;e ^^4. 

(a) Stfomat. (u 



(t) VWc 



(h) In Aclinic, c. 19. p:i}j. 572 



* I'Jic Worclij of Ilia Invocation arc ihcfe, 

Solvitc pulfanti ioca iinU», 'uym^c Tcvura; 
IVrfeiiJioncfl, viilgafqttc cava fub noftc ic*i>olliini 
JOicitCf Sc plena reclont ^iy\^\ J'ortitor aliio ; 

(y) OdyH'. xi. 
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Writings, which are cbnfeflediy the moft 



A. M. 

2888, ^c. 

Ant. Chrift. antien't Records we have 5 and, in this 

1 1 16, ^c. 



fyy fince we find them alluded to, by fub- ^"^^^ i Sam. 
fequent Authors, who had no Regard^ to "^^^ ^ ® 





Rcfpedt, are an Argument of their Veraci- I their Authority, 



D IS S E R T A T I O N 



III. 



Of S A M u E l'^ Appearing S a u l at the Witch of ^ n d o rV. 



An Account of 
thi Beginnivg 
fl/" Necro- 
mancy. 



H 



O W long the Profeffion of Necro^ 
mancy^ or the Art of raifing up the 
Dead, in order to pry into future Events, 
or to be inform 'd of the Fate of the Liv~ 

- 

fngy has obtained in the World, we have 
no Indications from Hiflory. We perceive 



undertook to gratify Man's Inquifitivenels, 

and fuperjiitioiis Curiofity, it could not 

long want Abettors. From Egypt 'tis 
certain that the Ifraelites brought along 
with them no finall Inclination to thefe 

I 

deteftable Pradtices, and were but two 



■ 

no Footfteps of it in the Ages before the much addicted to them ; notwithftanding 
Floods and yet it is Arrange, that a People, all the Care that the State had taken to 



Wickednefs 



fupprefs them, and the Provifion which 
Manner, could keep themfelves clear of j God had made^ by eftablifliing a Method 
this:. But our Account of theft Times is of confulting him, to prevent their hanker- 



very fl^ort. 



Mention 



Magi 



is almoft in the Beginning of the Book of exprefs. 



ing after them. 

The InjundHon of the Law is very^/^^j 



ewIHi 



Exodus^ 



Mofc 



(z) When thoii art come i7tto 



Ifrael 



the the Land y which - the Lord thy God giveth 
thee^ thou Jbalt not learn to do after the 



Egypt 



Mother 



Sciences, is fuppos'd to have been the 
Invcntrefs of this. ■ From Egypt it Ipread 
itfclf into the neighbouring Countries, and 
fooji infcdlcd all the Eajl: For, as it 



jlbominations of tbofe Nations^ There 
Jfjall not.be found amotig you any^ that ufetb 
Divination^ or an Objerver of Times ^ or an 
Enchanter, or a Witch^ or a Charmer, or 
a Conjulter with familiar Spirits^ or a 
Wizard^ or a Necromancer 5 for all that 

do 



(«) ncilt. xviii. 9, CsV. 

1 

^ Whnt our Englijh Tranflation inalcca a familiar Spirit, the Septuagint and Vulgate render the Spirit of Pytlort, but 
the Ihbm*j calls it the Spirit of Ob, The Word Ob^ or Oboth, in ita primary Signification, is a Boitie, or Veflcl of 
Leather, wlicrt'in Liquors were put ; and \ia not unlikely that this Name was givrn to Witches and Wixards^ bccauft', 
when LliL'y were in their Fits of Etithufafm, they fwcllcd in their Bellies like a Uottlc. The Occafion of this Swelling 
is lii'id by fume to proceed from a Dtrnon^^ entering into the Sorcercfa per Partes Gettitales, and fo nfccnding to tlio 
JtotCom of her Stom;ich, from whence, at that Time, flic uttcrM her Predictions; and for this Rcafon the T^atim call 
fuch Pcrfonii I'ditrilaquii and the Greeks 'K^j/itrf (//uflo/, i. e. Pfopic nvbo Jpcak out of their lUUks. That there have 
I)ccn fuch I'uoplc aa thcfe might be fliewn by fuvcral Examplca both in anticnt and modern Hiilory ; but, nt preicnt^ 
Wi: Ihtill content ourfelvca with one, taken from Ctriitts Khoi/iginuj, (TiCftion* Antiq* lib. viii. c. lo.) His Words t\ 

to thh : *' While I am writing, fiyj he^ concerning nfentrihqtious Pcrfonn, there iy, in my own Country^ 

V a Woman oi' a mean ]''.xtL-a£l, who has an unclean Spirit in her iJclly, from whence mny be heard a Voice, not very 
«* llrnng indeed, but very articiihue iind intelligible. Multitudeo of People have licard thin Voice, uu well an myfclf, 
•* and all iniaj',inal)le Vrccaution haa been iiti'd in examining into the Truth of this Vi\i\, i^uiudo futuri afvida porttntus 
'* Jltenit ftpe acctrftum Vfntrikquavi^ ac exuiatn atuUiUy ncquid fraudis occultarett ifiJpeSlarc andirc concuphvit. This 
Jifffiaii (ail our Author addn) ia called Chicititiatuhs, and when the Woman calls upon him by his Name, he inunc- 
tliauly aniwcrs her." In lihe Manner fcvcnil ancient Wriicri) have informM us, that, in the Times of Pnganifm^ 
evil Spiritu liatt (.'omnuniion \vith thefe *oeniriloq\hi^ fur paries f cretiores ; but, at prefent, we llndl only take Notice of a 
»cui;irkal)lc I'.illiij-c in St Cbryfiftow^ wliicli we chiifc to give tlic Ucadcr in Latin. TnuUtur Pythia lurmitui fuijj',\ 
flu.f in '} t ipiklt f JiJeits I'xpatsfa mfiligmtm Jpirstum per interna immi^utn^ ^ per iirnitaies partes Jubeimtem r.vcipiens, lunorc 

rii<lirctiu\ ipflsqnit njoiutts Ct in/bus bacfharittur, e.v ore fpnmum tmitttni, ^ Jic Ftsroris wba /oquebatiir, iVc. Saurin, 
Vul. IV. Dilieri. j6- i 



1 p 



■if- 




E XE T E 3i 



Tlio f 5 taclLb.oufe . 



J' 



Chap. III. /rom the Ifraelites entering Canaan, to the Building of 
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A. M. do fbefe Things are an Jibomination to the 
Ant. Chrift. Lord: And therefore their Puniihment 



ercis'd the Heads and Pens, both of an- 

' K 1. to the End 

tient and modern, both of Jewijls and 





was this : 



{a) A Many or a Wbman^ Chrijiian Writers, that little or nothing 



that hath a familiar Spirit, or that is a new can be faid upon them j and therefore 
TFizardf Jhall furely be put to Deaths all, that I Ihall endeavour to do, will be 
They Jhall Jione them with Stones, their to reduce their feveral Sentiments into as 
'lood Jhall be upon them. Nor was it only narrow a Compafs, and to ftate them in 
the Prad:xcers of: fuch vile Arts, but thofe as fair a Light, as I can, by enquiring 
likewife, diat reforted to them upon any | into thefe three Particulars. 
Occafion, were liable to the feme Punifh- 
ment ; for {b) the Soul that turneth after I i. Whether there was a real Appa** 
Juch as have familiar Spirits, and after rition. 

Wizards y to go a whoring after them, l\ 2» What this Apparition (if ;v^/) 

If 

will even fet my Face againjl that Soul, and I was j and, 

will cut him off from among bis People, 3 • B y what Means, and for what Pur- 



faith the Lord. 

Such was the Severity of the Jewijh 
Laws againA thofe, who either pradis'd, 
or encourag'd any Manner of magical 
Arts 5 and it mufl: be faid in Saul's Com- 
mendation, that he had put the Laws 
in . Execution againft fuch vile People, he 
had dcftroy'd, and drove away {c) thofe, 
that had familiar Spirits^ and the Wizards 
out of the Laftd', and yet, (obferve the 
Weaknefe, as well as the Wickednefs of 
the Man !) when himfelf fell- into Diftrels, 



pofcs, it was efFedted. 



■ 

I. Il* cannot be deny*d indeed, but ^-'^^^^"^f'' ^ 

^ ' of thofe, nxiho 

that thole, who explode the Reality of the take the whoU^ 
Apparition, and make it to be all nothing "^"^ V/Vf/^' ^ 
but a Cheat and fuggle of the Sorcerefs, 
have found out ibme Arguments, that, at 

firit Sight, make a tolerable Appearance: 
They tell us, [d) that the facred Hiftory 
never once makes mention of Saul's feeing 
Samuel with his own Eyes. It informs us 
indeed, that Saul knew him by the De- 



and had. .abundant Reafon to believe that fcription, which the Woman gave, and 

God had forfaken him, he flees to one of that he held, for fome confiderable Time, 

thefe Creatures for Relief, and requefts of a Converfation with him 5 but iince it is 

her. to raife up his old Friend Samuel, as no where faid that he really few him, 

expedting very probably fome Advice from " Why might not the Woman counter- 



him : But, whether this was really done or 
no, or, if done, in what Manner it was 
cfledled, are Points that have fo much ex- 



" fcit a Voice, and pretend it was Sa- 
" 7nuers ? When Sazd aflc'd her to raife 
" him up Samuel, h e. to diflurb the 

" Ghoft 



ffl) Levi't. XX. 27. (I) Ibid. ver. 6. M i Sam. xxviii. 3. Sat ahd TTeh/^i^r upon Witchcraft. 

* What Forma of rncliantnicnt were anticntly m\l in the Praflicc of NtcrOManey, We ore at a Lofa to know, becaufe 
we read of none, that the P.^tbonefs of EnHor einpIoyM ; but this might probably Imppen, bccaufc the G]iofl of 
Samuel Cfixnc upon her fooncr than fljc cxpcflcd, nnd before /lie had begun her IncantatioDB. TJiat Jiowcvcr there were 
fcvcrnl Ritcu, Spelln, and rnvocationa usM upon thcfc Occafions, we may Icarn from almoft every aptient Author ; 
but from none more particularly than from Luemt, who brings in EriiiltQ animating a dead Body, in order lo tell 
young Pompey the I'atc of tlic Civil War. 'Jlic Ceremonies, ll»c ufca for tlua Purpofc, arc thU8 dcfcribM in our ex- 
cellent Tranflator of that Poet. 



Thio faid : She runn the mangled Carcafc o'er. 
And wipcfl from cvVy Wound the cruUy Gore; 
Now ^vitIl hot Hlood the fiov-cn lircalt flic warms. 
And witli Ihong Lunar J)cwu confirnin her Chnrnio. 
Anon flic mingles cvVy monllrouo Birth» 
Wliich Nature, wayward and pervcrfe, brings forth. 

Nor, I^ntrailn of tlic fjiottcd Lytix flic laclcn, 
Nor hony johuu from fell Uytnia'^a Iliiclci ; 
Nor Dcen hot Marrow, rich with fnaky Jliood, 
Nor I'oam of raging ihiis^ tliat /ly the I'^Iood. 



llcr Store the tardy kmora fupplieo, 

With Stonco from Eaglet warm, and Dro^ofis Kycu S 

Sttahs, that on Pinionc cut their airy Way, 

And nimbly o*cr Jrahian Dcfcrto prey. ^c. 

*Vo thefe flic joins dire Drugti without n Name. 

A thoufand Poifonn never Icnown to I'Vnnc ; 

Jferb!]. oVr whofu Tx-avcit the ////i; her Spcllij liad fung,' 

And wet with cuvft-d mttk, ao they fprun^^ 

With every other Mifchicf nioU abliorr'd. 

Which IIcll, or worfe RrMo could afibrd. 

I Favini; 



I 



t' 
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A. M. 
I J 16, ^c. 



* 

Ghoft of fo great a Prophet, {he might 



Man 




he J' 



turn their Backs- upon their Enemies.'* F'om iSam, 
Upon the whole therefore, the 
tainers of this HypofAefis conclude. 



Main 




** that he would defend her from all Dan- there is no Reafbn, lb there was no Ne- 

he gave her Intimation enough ceffity for any w/r^^rwAwi Interpofition in 



tc 



that he was the Kmg. 
Woman 



haying picked up 



this Affair, fince this is no more, than what 

G^j^, with another in Con- 



the Knowledge of this, might retire federacy to affift her, might do to any 
into her Clofet or Cell, and there, credulous Perfon, who came to confult 



" having ho^v Familiar y u e. fome cunning her. 



tt 



it 



tt 



artful Man, to make proper Refponfes^ 
in a different Voice, might eafily impofe 



They, who undertake to oppofe this Mfwer'dhj 
Opinion, lay it dovvii for a good Rule, 



upon one, whp was diftradted with in the Interpretation of Scripture, 
anxious Thoughts, and had already That we fhould, as far as we can, adhere 



iliewn fufHcient Credttlify^ in thinking 
there was any Eflicacy in magical Ope- 



" rations to eyocate the Dead. 

" The Controverfy between 5 W and 

David every one knewj nor was it 
now become a Secret, that the Crown 
" was to devolve upon the latter: And 
" therefore that Part of the Difcourfe, 
which pafs'd between Saul apd Samuel^ 



it 



Man 



have hit off!, without much Difficulty. 
Endor was not fo far diftant from Gilboa 
" or Shima?i^ but that the Condition of 
the two Armies miirht ealilv be known. 



to the primary Senfc of the Words, and 
never have Recourfe to any foreign^ or Jin" 

gular .Explication, but where the literal 
is inconfiftent either with the Dilates 
of right Reafbn, or the Analogy of Faith. 



Ay 



Account 



I c 



tc 



tc 



tt 



cc 



cc 



tt 



PhiUJl 



confulting this Sorcerefsy and, . upon the 
firft reading it, he muft confefs, that the 
Notion, vvhich it conveys to his Mind, is 
that of a y-eal Apparition ;, and fmcQ the 
Paflages, that both precede and follow it, 
;;ire confeffidly to be taken in their moft 
obvious Meaning, why fhould a ftrange 
and forc'd Conftrdd^ion be pbt upon -this? 



both in Courage and Numbers; and (^) Have we. not, as. much Reafon to enter- 
therefore his Refpo7idcnt^ without all tain a good Opinion of the Author of this 
Pcradvcnture, might prognofticatejS'Ws Hiftory, his Ability, his Integrity, his 
Defeat; and, tho' there was fome Ha- l Knowledge of what he wrote about, and 
zard in the kft Conjcdture, dIz, that his . undeligning to deceive us, as we can 
he and his Sons, would die in Battle ; yet \ have of any Critick or Commentator upon 



there was this Advantage on the Side of 
tlic Giujsy that they were all 



Men 



kncjwn and cxpcricnc'd Valour, who 
" would rather fiicrificc their Lives, than 



it; and therefore, when he gives us to 
underftand that the Woman Jaw Samuel^ 
upon what Prcfumption are we led to 

difbelievc it? Saul and his Companions 

might 



Ilavinji; tliiin prcpniM the Body, flic makes her rnvocation in tlicfo Words : 



Vt: riii'ir^ I and tliuu bl.ieic, acciirfcd IIcU ( 

Vc Wofji, in which ihc nainhM for ever dwell f 

('/'.wj, ilic Wfjihl'ti and J'orm'ii eternal Foe f 
Ami iluiii, i\)U'- Ailiiiur of all hclow^ 
r/i/to / whom riithleffl I'atca a Ciud ordain* 

iIoDiii 10 Iiniiiortality of Pain. 
Yc fair Elyj'mn ^'i^Ml^lOIl;i of the IJlcIl, 
Wlu.'ic no i/fJit/itiH Charmei- hopcH to reft F 

AVvA- / aiul ri'tJn'phom\ compcird to fly 
Thy liiiiiftil Mother, and the chcarful Shy I 



Third llecnu ! by whom my Wiiif|)cr3 breathe 
My fccret I'urpofe to the Shadca beneatli I 
'X'hoii [jiccdy Do^t who at tlic infernal GiitCj 
Xn everlarting Hunger iHII niufl; wait f 
And tlioii, old Charon, horrible, and hoar I 
For ever labViiig liaelc from Shore to Shore, h'c. 
Hear all ye Potvfrs f if c>r your Hell rejoice 
h\ tlir lovM iTorronj of this impioiiii Voice, i^c. 
Hear, and ahcy, (j-fc. 

Pbarfitiitt, I.ib. 



VI. 



M I ;;:im. xxviil. lo. (/) Le Chu\ Coiumcnt. in i Sam. xxviii,^#M. 

of the J.ile of Kini; i)a-vU, Vol. J. 



{jf) I'hi! HiUory 



I 




Chap. HI. from the liraelites entering Canaan, to theBiiilding of the Temple. 
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might poffibly be deceiv'd by an Impojior 
in Samuel's Guife^ but w^.s th.^ Jacred 
Hiftorian- therefore deceiv'd, or • did he 
mean to deceive us, when he gives us this 
plaiii Account of an Apparition ? Saul 
was a bold Man, and too fagacious to be- 
come a Dupe to a filly Woman. He and 
his two Attendants came upon her by 



appear to Saul upon this: 0cGafion> tliere 
feems to be no more Difficulty in the 
Thing, than bis appearing to him at any 

w ^ 

other Time, while he was alive^ and lub-i 
fifting in the World: For Saul few his 
Spirit then, no more than he did now^ 
and his Spirit was every whit as able to 
bear a Body as it was then. 



From I Sam. 
i. to the £nQ. 




Night, and before llie was prepar'd. to 'Tis own'd indeed, that, according td 

aft any Juggle or Impofture. They were the Series of the Narration, Said did not 

too well acquainted with the Voice, and fee the Apparition (be it what it will) lb 

Stature, and Figure of Samuel^ for any foon as the Woman did, becaufe probably 

other to perfonate him, without being the Woman's Body, or fome other 6bje<a: 

detedled. But admitted the Cheat pafs'd might interpofe between hini and th^ 

n^on them,- how can we think, but that firft Appearance 5 or perhaps, becaufe the 

the Author of this Account, who pretends ^^bicle^ which Samuel affum'd upon thi^ 



to relate the Tranfiiftion as it really hap- 

J 

pen'd, and is fuppos'd to have wrote by 
the Infpirafion of the Holy Ghojl^ would, 
in fome Meafiire, have let us into the 



Occafion, was not, as yet, condensed 
enough to be vilible to Saul^ tho' if 



was to the Woman 



But "that he did 



Secret of this Impofture. His Eufinefs 



adlually fee him is manifeft, becaufe wheri 

he perceived (which Word in the Original 



doubtlefs was to expofe fuch Praflices, as fignifies feeing fo^ as to be affar'd of our 
far as Truth would allow, and therefore Objedf) that it was Samuel, ^ be Jlooped 
it is unaccountable (unleis he meant to noitb his Face to the Groundy and bowed 

I 

delude us with a falfe Perfuafion) that he himfelf which a Man is not apt to do tb 
jfhould omit every Thing, that tended to bare Ideas or Lnaginatiom, 



difcoVer the Fraud, and, in his Narration, 



Persons of this Woman *s Charaftei-^ 



infert every Thing, that tended to confirm who are under the Dilpleafure of the 

the Reality of the Prophet's Appearance. Governmerit, generally aftedt Obfohrity, 

{Jo) That Spirits of another World may live privately, and are little acquainted 

aflume fuch Vehicles, as may admit them with Affairs of State : Cut fuppofe lier td 

to a fenfible Commerce with us, in like have been never fo great a Politician^ and 

Manner as our Spirits are cloath'd with never fo intimate with what had pafs'd 

thefe Bodies of ours, the beftPhilofophy will between Said and Samuel hcrbioforc^ 

admit; and that' they have done fo upon never fo well affur'd, that God Had rejeacd 

extraordinary Occafions, (/) the Appearance him, and cledtcd David in his Stead j yet 

of Mofes and Elias^ and their converiing how could flic come to the Knowledge of 

with our Saviour on the Mounts do abun- this, ms&. TJiat the Battle lliould be fo'trght 

dantly teftify. And therefore if God, the Jicxt Day, the JfracUies bo routed^ 



for wife Rcafons of his Providence, thought 
fit cither to appoint, or permit Samuel to 



Saul and liis Sons flaih, and their Spoils 
fall into the ICncmy's Hands i fincc each 



9 



C 



{h) The HiHory of the Lift; of King T>a'vht. Vol. I. 



(/) Matth. xvii. ^. 



t That 8mU\ poping to the Gtound, and howinz himfelf, wna a certain Indication of hJa /•/•///§■ Samit..!; h apparent 
from fcveral Kxprcflions of the fame Nature in tlic facrcd Uiilory. Tliui, wlicii J^uoh met Bfau, thu Text tells usi 
that the Uandmaids, and Leah, and Rachel, and their Chihhen bowed ihemfA^es, Gen. xxxiii. When Da'viA urofc 

out of hiB Hiding.placo, upon the Signal, that Jonathan gave Jiim, tlie 'JVxt! tclla ns, thiit /v/// nvith hh Paa to the 
Ground, and ban.ved himfiJf, x Smn. xx. 41. And wlien tlie Mcflcnt^n- from .W/'u Gamp came to Jhwid at /Mat;, tUt 
Text tollu nn, tliat he ftU to the Marth, and did Oht if wee, 2 Ham. xiv. 4. Hut the 'iext talcn no Notice, either of tht- 
Mcncngcr'o/««/r Pavid, or Damid'a Jmng Jonathim : Or, yW/ii V'Mm\y fmig Kfati. Tiiis i:. n.milcntly iiiiplyM in 
their making tVi-xt Ohtijami to thorn; becaufe it is incongruoua lo fuppoic, that any would ho<iv, and Jhew othet 

7'olten« of outward Kcvcrcncc and Kcfpcft to Pcrfona liicy did not fee. The llifiory of the life of /tV/zj David. 
Vol. I. 



f 
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of thefc Events (even ia the prefent Situ- 




A. M. 

Aiit. Chrift. ation 01 Saur% Atrairs) were highly cafual 
' ^' and uncertain ? For might not this Prince 

lole u Baltic, without lofing his Life ? Or, 
if he himfelf fell in the Adion, why muil 
his three Sons be all cut off in the fame 

Dav? W] 





, threatening Replies been of the Wo- P'om i sam. 
man's, or hsx Confederate' % forming, they 
would have given them quite another 
Turn, and not run the Hazard of difo- 
bliging the King to no Purpofe, by lay- 
ing an additional Load of Trouble upon 
him. In fliort, {m) the whole Tenor of 



Bravery he had. given in Times paft, after | Samuel's Speech to King Saul is too rough 

and ungrateful, too grave and folemn, I 



Menaces 



from the Apparition 5 Prudence, one may add alfo, too full of Truth and Re- 
would think, would have put him upon ality, ever to have proceeded from their 

providing for his Safety, either hy chicaning Contrivance and Invention only. 



Woman 



with the Enemy, or retiring from the Field 
of Battle, without going to expofe himfelf, I tainment of. Saul, feems to be a Perfon of 
his Sons, and his whole Army, to certain no bad Nature s and therefore, if fhe had 



underftood 



and inevitable Death. Thefe are Things 

_ r — I 

which no human Penetration could reach, the moft of his Profeffion, his Buiinefs at 



and \wliich only he, who is the abfolute 



Almigh 



all Caufes and 



Events, could either forefee or foretel : 
And how unlikely is it, that God Almighty 
fhould make 11 fc of thh Sorcerefs (A) as a 
Prophetefs, and give her the Honour of 
revealing his Counftls, when at the fame 
Time, he concurr'd with her in the Impo- 
lition put upon Satil, by making him 
believe that Samuel appeared and talk'd, 
when there was no Samuel there ? 

But the Truth is, thofe menacing 

Predictions, how proper foever for a 
Mcirencer fent from God to utter, were 



Witch 



Mouth 



this Time muft have been, to footb and 
cajole the King, which would have both 
put Money in his Pocket, and fav'd the 
Credit of his Prediflions. For, had he 
foretold him of Succefs, and Vidlory, and 
a happy Iffue out of all his Troubles, he, 
and the Woman, had been fure of Repu- 
tation, as well as farther Rewards, in Cafe 
it had happen'd to prove fo ; and if it had 
not, (lince no one was privy to their Com- 
munion) the Fal/liood of the Predidtion, 
upon SauV% Defeat and Death, muft, 
Courfe, have been bury'd with him. 
From thefe Reafons then we 



in 



Woman 



may 
in this Tranfac- 



kncw nothing of Futurity, and were, at 
the bcfl, but put to Conjedlure, it is much 
more reafonablc to believe, that, at fuch 
a Jundturc as this, (/) they would have 
bethought thcmfelves of flattering the 
King, and giving him Comfort, and pro- 
mifing Succefs, and not of thundering out 
fuch Coinviinatiom againft him, as might 
probably inccnfc him, but could do thcm- 
felves no good. They could not but 
know, that the Temper of mofl Kings is 
to liate to hear JhocktJig Truths, and to 
receive with the utniofl; Defpite thofe, 
that bring them ill News : And therefore 
'tis natunil to fuppolc, that had thcfe 



tion, did not impofe upon Saul^ fince he 
had a Plain Sight of the Apparition : 
What the Apparition foretold him was 
above human Penetration ; and (upon 



Witch 



and her Confederate would have certainly 
afted clean contrary to what they did. 
And fo the next 

2. Efiquiry meets us, namely, What "The A,xiwm.'n 
this Apparition was ? Some of the ancient fr!!7ud\bt° 
DoSiors, both of the Jenvijh and Cbri^ l^j^'t^^. 
JUan CJuirch, have made an Evil Angel 
the Subjea- of this Apparition, in pure 
Regard to the Honour of God. God 
'' fay they, had fu/licicntly tleelar'd liis 
" Hatred againfl Necromancy, antl all 



Kinds 



(i) //WfrAWVi SiTmoiin, Vol. U. 
iaiitli Ihitl. 



(/) Cahnet\ Difll'rt. fur ry\j)|>;iiition do .SV///;//,/ 

3 



(,v;) U'ai;^ 



Chap, llh from the Ifraelitds entering Gaila£tn, to the Building of 
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cc 



Kinds 



4 

Witchcraft 



fevere 




cc 



cc 



cc 



LawSj which he enabled again ft them 5 
but 'tis certainly denying himfelfj and 

F 

cancelling his own Worki to feem in 
the leaft to countenance, or abet them, 
as he neceffarily muft do, if, upon 
*^ the Evocation of an old Hag:, any 
" Meflenger is permitted to go from him. 

Far be it from us therefore to have 
*• fuch Conceptions of God. He is holy, 
" and juft, and uniform in all his Ways 5 
*^ and therefore this coming at a Call^ 



fual 'Events polkively and precifely. 



We 



but that 



From i Sam. 
^ i, to the End 

the 




Devil's Knowledge is vaftly fuperior to 
that- of theVmofl accompiifh'd human 
Underjftanding ; that his natural Pene- 
trdtioHy join'd with his long Experience,. 



IS 



fuchj that the greateft 



'lofophi 



Witch 



only appertain to fome inferfial Spirit, 
who might poffibly find his Account 
" in ii at laft, 'Twas one of this wick- 
" ed Crew, that either affumed a Phan- 
tonty or a real Body, appear'd in a 



cc 



cc 



Maritli 



" and held this Converfation with 6*^5 
which, confidering his Knowledge and 
Forefight of Things, he was Well 
enough qualified to do, notwithftand- 
ing the fundry Predidlions, relating to 
future Contingencies^ which are contained 
" in it." 



cc 



cc 



kc 



cc 



cc 



the fubtleft Criticks, and the moft re- 
fined 'Politicians are mere Novices - in 
Comparifon of him : * Yet what Genius, 

(however exalted and ■ improved) with- 
out a divine Revelation, could- (as we 
Aid before) be able to foretel Things, 
that were lodg'd in God's own Brcaft ; 
viz. the precife -Time of the two Ar- 
mies engaging, the ' SuGcefi and Confe- 
quence - of the Vidory, and 'the very 
Names of the Pcrfons, that were to &11 
in Battle. This is what the Apparition 
plainly revealed to Satd : And yet this. 



we dare maintain. 



w/V^ Underftanding, by its own. mere Ca- 
pacity, could ever have been able to find 
out. 



Multitude 



AnfiwBr^d, by 



How far the Honour of God is con- 



ncuifoe^i! cern'd in this Tranfadion, will more pro- 
perly fell under our next Enquiry: In 
the mean Time, . I cannot but obferve, 
that, whatever Incongruity may be fup- 
pos'd in the real Appearance oS Samuel, 
it is not near fo much, as to find one 
of the apojlate Spirits of Hell exprcffing 
fo much Zeal for the Service of the God 
of Heaven, and upbraiding Saul with 



guments) if we are to take the Scripture 
in its plain and literal Senle, read we over 
the Story of Saul and the Witch of En^or 
never fo often, we /hall not fo much as 
once find the Devil mentioned in it. And 
therefore 'tis fomewhat wonderful,' that 
he iliould be brought upon the Stage by 
many learned Men, merely to folvc a Dif- 
jictdty, which, upon Examination, ap- 
pears to be none at all. But now, on the 
other Hand, it appears, that, thro' the 
whole Narration, Samuel is the only 



thofe very Crimes, which he himfclf Thing that is mentioned. 'Tis Samuel, 
tempted him to commit 5 as to find this whom Saul dcfircs to be call'd up j Sa- 
wicked and impure Spirit making ufc of j fnuel, 
the Name of God (that facrcd and trc- 



Wc 



Woman 



mendous Name, whofc very Pronun- mucl^ whom Saul perceives and bows han- 

ciation was enough to make him quake felf to, with whom he convcrfcs fo long, 

and fliiver) no Icfs than fix Times in and, hccaufc of whofe Words, he was after- 

this Intcrcourfc with Saul, without any wards fo fore afraid. 

Manner of Uncafinefs or Hefitation ; as T n ic Scripture indeed ijuaks fome- 

to find this Angel of Darkncfs, and Fa- times according to the Appearance of 



ther oj 



Womb 



Things, and may cull that by ihc Nanic 



Futurity^ and determining the moft ca-l of Samuel, which was only thi: Semblance, 



or 



(w) Saurin, Vol. IV. niHcrt. J^. 



68o 



Ihe Hijiory of the BIBLE, 



Book V; 



A. M. or Phantom of him : But, that this c&n- 
. Chfiii. not be the Senfe of the: Matter here, we 

have the Teftimony ojf the wife Son of 
Sirach, (an excellent Interpreter of cano- 
nical Scriptares) who tells us expreffly, 
that {o) Samuel, after his Deaths prophe- 
Jiedy and Jljewed the King his End ; pur- 
fuant to what we read in the Verfion of 
the Septuagint, viz. tliat, {p) Saul ajked 
Counfel of one^ that had a fam 



nfiv0red 



So that. 



upon the whole, we may be allow'd. to 
conclude, that it was the real Soul of 
Samuel^ cloath'd in fome vifible Fornty 
which, at this Time, appear'd to the 



to call them down from thence, if) J^"^^^^^^ 
Great, without all doubt, is the Pow^r of 




7poJl. 



but miferable, we may 



fay, would the State of the BlefTed be, if 
the other ha4 any Licence to difturb their 
Happinefs, when, and as long, as they 
pleas'd : For God forbid^ (u) fays Terttd- 
liaUy that we Jhotdd Mi eve ^ that the Soul 
of any holy Mati^ much Icfs of a Prophet , 

fljould be fo far under his Difpofal, as tp be 
brought zip at Plcafure by the Power of the 

DeviL 

SiNCK the Devil then has . np Power ^'or hy ths 

WitdS's En- 

to difiurb the Happinels of Souls- departed, chantmmu, 
this Apparition of Samuel could not pro- ^^\,%fs°n/ 



Ifi 



But 



Means y ceed from any tnagical Enchantmenjs of 



or for what Purpofes, it appear'd, is the Sorcerels, but muft have been effedted 



the oth 
termiAe. 



Qucftion, we are now to de- | by the fole Power and Appointn^ent of 

God, who is the fpvcreign Lord both of 



Samuel 3. SEVERAL of the {q) Fathers of | the Living and of the Dead : And, accor- 
'"'.If"^ Xhc Cbriflian Chqrch were of Opinion, 



dingly, we may obierve from th^ Surprife, 



that the Devil had a certain limited Powe 



Woman 



Sa 



fefus mueV^ fudden appearing, that the Power 



and refcued 



Masick 



Chrijl defccnded into Hell^ 

them from the Tyranny of that Prince of I but that it was the EfFed: of ibme. fupe 
Darknefs. (r) St Aufliny in particular, rior Hand. The Scripture relates the 



thinks, that there is no Abfurdity in fay- Matter thus : 



ing, that the Devil was as able to call up Samuel, Jloe cried with a loud Voice and 



Samuel's Soul, as he was to prefent himfelf 



Woman fpake unto Saxkly faying ^. 7Vhy 



among the Sons of God, or fet our Saviour ha/l thou deceived me, fc 



p 



on one of the Pinacks of the Temple \ and 



Kng faid unto her^ Be mt aft 



a if) learned fcwifj Do6lor fuppofes, I What faivefl thou ? And the Woman faid 



that Devils have fuch a Power over hu- 



faw Gods afcendiiig out of 



man Souls, for the Space of a Ycav after Earth, Now, it is plain, from this 
their Departurc,as to make them afliime what Narration, that the 



Woman 



Bodies they pleafe ; and thereupon he con- 



was 



(y) 



eludes, (but very crroneoufly) that it was Her Nccroma?icy had ardhtarily Power 
not a Year, from the Time of Samuel's \ ovGvDce?no7ts only, or fuch wetched Spirits, 
Dcatl?, to his Appearance. But thefe are 
fuch wild and extravagant Fancies, as de- 



as were fubmitted to. the Devil's. Tyraimy j 
but, on this Occafaon, flic law an Objedl, 

fcrvc no fcrious Confutation, 'Tis abfurd Ij fo augufl-, fo terrible, fo laiajcftick, fo 
to fay, that the Souls of Saints (fuch as we j' contrary indeed to any Thing fihe had evev 

raised before, and chat coming upow- her 



:^rc now fpcaking of) were ever in Ilelly 
and more abfurd to fay, that, if they arc 
in Heaven, it is in the Power of any 
gi(;,alt »Jiy> of any diabolical Incantations 



before flac had begun her Enchnntnients, 
that flio could not forbear being frigl^ten'cJ, 
and dying out tmih a loud Koice.y aa- tcing 

fully 



(#) Ucclur. xlvl. 20. (/) I Chron. x% 13. (jr) 'Juftin Mmt^r, in DInl cum»TfypJi. flnil QHf^fPt^, In 

I Urj;. Cup. xxviii. (/-) J)c Diver. QikuII. lib. ii. p. 4. (j) R- Mannf lUtt Jfrnd, dc lUfuir. Moit. 

(/) .V/;wn«, Vol. rV. OiniTt. 36. («) Dc Anima, c. 57. (.v) i Sam. xxviii. 12, 13- (>) Cahnef'^ 

PUtcrl. fur rAppiiric. dc SamutL 4 



« F 



Chap- HI- /r^?^ ^ie Ifraelites etiteHng Caiiadn, Building of the Temple. 
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fully fatisfy'di that the Apparition came I natim to be employed in the Service of ^?~«^^Sa:^ 



from Godi 



Men alive, as having the fame Nature and 
But, fince the Scripture affiares us, | Afieftions, and being more fcnfiblc of our 
AnObjeahn. that God had v^^holly withdrawn him- Infirmities, than any pure and abjlra&ed 

felf from Saul, and would anfwer him Spirits are, can hardly be contefted 5 that. 





(C 



neither by Prophets, nor by Dreams ; in their abfent State, they are embodied 
how ciah we imagine, that he fhould; with /?^Wi^/, br Mber^alY•es&^^%, which 



" all on a iiidden, become fo kind, as to they can conden/e, or rarify at Pleafure^ 

fend Samuel to him, or that Samuel and fo appear, or not appear to hurrian 

" fliould be in any Difpofition to come. Sight, is what fome of the greateft Men, 

when it was impoffible for him to do both of the Heathen and Ch7'tjlia7i Reli- 



ct 



any Good by his coming." 



glon, have maintain 'd 5 and that frequent 



Anfwer'' by {z) Now thcrc fecms to bc fomc ^^7- Apparitions of this Kind have happened, 

t^:^J?cZnu logy between God's" dealing with Saul in' &hc6 the World begah, Cannot be denied 

I ^^^'s Particular, and his former Treatment by any one, that is converfant in its Hifto- 

Saul. of the Prophet Balaam. Balaam was for ry 1^ therefore the Wifdom of God (for 

difobeying the Orders which God had Reafons already affign'd) thought proper 

given him to blefs the Ifraelitek ; and was ^ difpatch a Meflenger to Saul, upon this 

fearching into ?mgical Secrets for what he Occafion ; there may be fome Account gi- 



could not obtain of God, vzz. a Power to 
change into Curfes the Bleflings, which 
God pronounced by his Mouth. In this 
iMt there was but finall Likelihood, that 

God would Continue to communicate him- 

felf to a Perfbn fo unworthy of any ex- 
traordinary Revelation j and yet be did it : 

But then it was with a Pe%n to reveal to 
him thofe very Miferies, from which his 
mercenary Mind was fo defirous to relcue 
the Midia?tiies. The Application is eafy . 
And it farther fuggells this lleafbn, why 
trod appointed Sa?nuel, at this Time, to 



ven, why the Soul of Samuel (upon the 
Suppofition it was left to its Option) 
fliould rather be deHrous to be fent upon 
that Errand i For, whatever itiay be faid 
in Diminution of Saul *s religious Cha-*- 
rafter, *tis certain, that he was a brave 
Prince and Commander 5 had liv'd in 
ftridl Intimacy with Sa??mel ; profeis'd a 
great Efteem for him in all Things ; and 
(c) was, by Samuel, not a little lamented, 
when he had fallen from his Obedience to 
God, Upon thefe Conliderations we may 
imagine, that the Soul of Samuel might 



appear unto W, viz.xhzt, thro' him, he have fuch a Kindncfs for him, as to be 



And nohy it 

twtt Saniiicl. 



might give him a Meeting where he 
leaft of all expedied one j and might fhew 
him, that the Fate, which his own Difo- 

bedlence had brought upon him, was de- 
termined 3 that there was no revcrfing the 
Decrees of Heaven, no procuring Aid a- 
gainft the jllmightfs» Power, no Jlecifig 
(tho* it were to Hell) from his Prefence^ 
no hiding himfelf in Darhiefs from his In- 
fpedion, {ii) ivith whom Darknefs is no 
Darknefs at all, but the Night is as clear 
as the Day, ami the Darbufs aitd Light 

€trc both alike. 

{I)) That tlic Souls of Mm departed 
have a Capacity, and, no doubt, an Ineli- 



ready to appear to him in the Depth of 
his Diftrefs, in order to fettle his Mind by 
telling him the UpJlM of the whole Mat- . 
tor, vix, that he fliould lofe the Battle, 
and Jic and his Sons be llain ; that fo he 
jnight give a Specimen (as the yews love 
to Ij^cak ill Commendation of him) of 
the bravcfl Valour, that was ever at- 
chciv'd by any Commander ; fight bold- 
ly when he was fiu'c to die ; and fell hig 
Life at as <lcar a Price as poflible; that 
lb in his Death, he might be commcm- 
moratcd with Honour, and dciervc the 
Threnodia, which his Son-in-law made 
on him; {d) The Beauty of KvsxcX is Jlain 
9 D iipoil 



(x) ^(lurin, Vol. IV. DiacvL. 36. 

uiii]>Ji:uiiK. {A I Sam. xvi. 1. 



{il) Pfjll. CXXxi.V. I 2 

[d) :! Sam. ii. i<). 



(/.) ViJc aUmmV^ Saddiicifmi« IVi- 
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■A. M. upon the high Places. How are the Migb- 
Ant.^ChHft. ty fallen 1 From the Blood of the Slain^ 
]^^:J^ from the Fat of the Mighty ^ the Bow of 

Jonathan turned not back^ and the Sword 



How 



are 



of Saul turned not empty, 
the Mighty fallen in the Midfl of the 
Battle t 



From I Sam. 
i. to the End. 





C H A P. 



IV. 



From the Death of 



to that of 
Three Tears. 



In all Thirty 



The 



History. 



A. M. 

2949. 

Ant. Chrift. 

1055;, £5fc. 



D 




AVID was at Ziklag, when 
News was brought him of the 
Defeat of the Jfraelitijb Army, and of 



the Death of SauL The Meflenger was 



XJpon the 

a^avid /J >>ro- ' an Aiiialekitey *f- who pretended that he 

clahfCd King 
of Judah, and 
Iflibonicth 
has the other 
Trihes. 




was the Perfon who difpatch'd the King, 
after he found himfelf mortally wounded j 
and (however he came by them) produced 
Saul's Crown and Bracelet to verify what 
he faid. He expeftcd, no doubt, an 
ample Compenfation for this MefEige and 
Prefcnt 5 but, inflead of that, David 
order'd his Guards to fall upon him. 



becaufe (according to his own Declara- f'rom 2 Sam 
tion) he had been accefEiry to the King's 
Death, ■ . 

Upon this Conjun£lure, David,- -f* by 
God*s Direftions, remov'd with his Fa- 

mily and Forces -j- to Hebrouy whither 
the Princes of Judah, in a ihort Time, 
came to congratulate his Return into his 
native. Country, and to offer him the 
Crown of their particular Tribe 5 for, by 
tills Time, Abner, . the late King's Uncle, 
and General of his Army, who had pro- 
clam'd his Son Iflobojhetb Succellbr to the 

Throne, 



•|- By the Account, which wc have of King SanVn Death, in the Condufion of the foregoing Boole, 'vl^. that he 
fell tipoH his own Snuord^ and cxpir'd, i Satn» xxxi. 4. it fcems very evident^ that the whole Story of this j^malekite 
was a Fiftion of his own inventing, on Purpofc to ingratiate himfelf naith David, the prefumptive SucceHbr to the 
'J'hronc : Hut then the Qucftion ht, Iiow he came by Saur^ Crown and Bracelet, fincc it is incongruous to think that 
lie would ever wear tlicm in the 1'imc of AtHon, and thereby expofc himfelf as a publick Mark ? As therefore it is 
prcfumM, that they were carry'd into the Field of Battle by fome of his AttendantB, in order to be put on, in Cafe 
he Jiiul obtninVl the Viilory, and rcturnM in Triumph ; fo the Jeixs have a Conceit, that Doeg^ tije infamous Murthcrer 
of the IVicftH at N(fh^ 1 Sam. xxii. 18, who, at thia Time, was hie Armour-Bcarcr, had the ra in hio Polfe/Ilon, and, 

liL'fot'c hc! killed liimrcH", gave them to hiii Son, (this young Amalekite) ant] orderM him to carry them to Danjid, but 
to hill Coll found, that Vnwd'n Reception wna quite diHercnt to what he expcflcd. Tor, being Hiortly to afccnd the 
'i.'hrone himfelf, lie wan willing to iiave it believ'd, that to flay the Lord*j wiohited., upon any Account whatever, wa:* 
iu jLlL-Uan execrable Crime, and therefore, to clear himfelf from the Xmpuiacion of being any Wayo acceflbry to fb 
Ibiil a I'^nAV, (an his Kncmics would have been apt to imnginc, had lie given countenance to this pretended King-killcr) 
he oitlcrM him immediately to be put to Death, and therein, at Jc.ill, ailed the Part of a good Politician, if not 
of a riglueoii!) jtiJge. Lti Clfrc\ and Patricli'A Commentariea on z Suffi. i. 

■|- *riiou[i;h Da'vidt after iSV*///*!! Dcniife, had a Right to the Kingdom by Virtue of God*fl Dt/ignathn ; yet, as God 
liiul no wht:rc tleclnr'd, at what Time he wau to make ufe of this Rinhtf he would not enter into Poflenion, nor take 
tlie Adminiflration of publick Aflairii upon him, without having firll confultud htm. 7'/i/r/V/*fl Commentary. 

•| Ui'ljion wail Jilnatc in the: Alidll of iIik 'iVibe of fmiah ; and, it wan a very ancient City, the hhtropQlts of 
I he wholo Trilu', and ihc ('oilclilon of thori; Vricllly I'amilen, who ripnudVl /^«ry/V» Inttrcll. It wa.'i a very coinnio- 
dii)U!i City l(ir liim (o make tlie Placi! of hifi Refidence nt this jnndnre ; a.i being not unfeitrd)le, tlint the Ueternnna- 
iiiiii i»r ilu' Metropolis ill his I'avour would be of great Weight to influence the whole Tribe : And, jiccorihnj^;Iy, we 
liiul, ih.it In: wa!i («on invelled with the Sovereignly thereof. Vor the Men ^ Judjdi (faith the Text) /•//w/*, and the f 
i-'-f) itnoit:ffd Daviil KiiKi oc'fr the lUufc of Jiidah, 6V/w. ii. ij. 'J*Jie Ilillory of the f.ife of King David. Vol. I(. 
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Throne, had taken up Iiis Refidence at ^ 
Mahanaim^ on the other Side of 'Jordan^ 
and, by his Intereft and great Authority, 
prevailed with all the other Tribes to 
cognize him. 

A Battle he^ DAVID howcvcr, at the Requeft of 
^^i^ai%n^^ the Princes.of his own Tribe, was anointed 

King, of yiidah. For two Years there 
were no Hqftilities on either Side, but, 
not long after this, a War commenc'd 
between the two Rival Princes^ in which 
there were feveral Engagements, but none 
fb remarkable, as that, which was occa- 
fion'd by Abner^s fending jQab (who was 
the General of David^s Forces) a Chal- 
lenge -f* to fight twelve Men with an 
equal Number of his in fingle Combat, 
The Men met, and (to a Man) kili'd one 
another upon the Spot; whereupon a 




flain, flood AiW^ and ceas'd their Purfiiit 5 Y'^^ ^ 
lo that u^ner had an Opportunity to rally 
his fcatter'd ForceSj arid- making, a Stand 
upon an advanc*d Ground, where he. could 
not well.be attack'd, founded a. Parly^ &n4 
reminded^<9/2^, that they were all Bj-Qthrcn, 



Natio?z 



Hojliliti 



Armies . WjDuld- hav^ Reafon to .n^e; it-^ 
Whereupon they pBvtQd^' ^?ier (who had 



Men 



Men 



Joab 



Afahel, 



Mahdriaim 



Afabel) 
Hebron, 



yoak, who (except 



nineteen i tc 

During the Courfe of this Civil War, J^^'' ^'^^^ 
which lafted for fome Years, David' ^ 
Forces, in moft Rencoimters^ hiad th& ^^'^j^f^^^i^^ 
Advantage, and his Intereft in the Nation 
increas'd, as that of IJlobofieth fcnfibly 
declin'd. Abner indeed, as tieing both 



Warri 



and 



a 



Man 



Abner. When 



the Tribes, more elpecially in that of 
up with him, Abner, who knew him, Beiijamiit^ was his main Support; but 
delir'd him to delift, and not pretend to with him he unhappily differ'd, upon 
attack him, becauie he was loth to kill Account of Risipah, one of Saul's Con- 



him : 



Man 



cubines. whom Abner had debauch'di 



taking a General Prifoner, prefs'd fohard To have any Commerce with the ReliSls 

upon him, that, *j- with a Back-ftroke of of Pi'inces (of what Denomination foever 

his Spear, Abner gave him a Wound, they vi^ere) was, in thefe Days, look'd 
whereof he immediately died. 



upon as an Indignity ofFer'd to the royal 



The vidorious Army, when they came 



to the Place, 



Afah 



dom* 



+ AfFefliation 



JJlMeth 



ftrated 



-f- This was a Place in the Tribe of Gad^ wliich Iiad its Name from the Appearance of an HoU of Angela to yacoh^ 
as he camCp with his Family and aU Jus Subilance to PaHan-aram, Gen. xxxii. i. and the Rcafons for re- 
treating hither, in the Beginning of the new JCing*s Reign, were, that he might fccure the People on that Side of the 
Jordan^ and cfpccially the gallant Inhabitanto JabcJh-gUead, wlio \Vcrc great Lovers of San!, and atinchM to hia 
J^'amily ; that he might prevent tlic Vhiiijlines from fallinjj upon tlic JCing, vvJiom he had under his Protection, in the 
[nfancy of his Kcign ; and chicHy, that lie miglit be at a great Diftance from Daaiifi, have tlie new King more abfo- 
lutcly under Jiis CommaAd» and a better Opportunity of raifmg Kccruits among a People, not only brave and couca- 
gcous, but very well nfleCled to tlic Caufc, which he had cfpousM. Cahnei^ Commentary, and VaoVtk Annotations. 

-|- The Kxprcflion in the Text is, Let the young Men fio^v arifc^ and play before us : lly Wliich j-llwir fecnis to Iinvc 
meant, not that they fliould fall upon, and deilroy one another, but merely, tliat tJicy iliould praClifc ix Jittle tlii-'ir 
military JXxercifcs, or ploy at Sljtttps, as Gladiatot's nnticntly at Rofne, and now among m, are wont to do, not with 
any Purpofc to kill one another, but only to M*vefi the Spcdlntorfl. Calmet*^^ Commentary. 

f The Kxprcflion in the TcKt is, That, w/V/' the hinder Part of the Spear, he /mate him under the/tfth lUhi 

which VirgUp fpcaking of n mortal Wound, hau not unhappily imitated : 

, • ■ ■ ■ . ■ Hand multa moracus 

1''xcipit in latim, /b, quA fata celorrimu, cruduin 
'JVanfiidij'jt collan ^ crates peflorin enfcin. Mvi, xii. 

•| Wliat Notion the World, :it tliia 'I'in\e, had of niarryinj-; :iiiy 7vVj>vi/ Ilelitl, in evident from the didt oC Alontjah^ 
whom Solomoft put to JX-iitli for defiring but lo afic for Ahijhitg, one of Dwvld'fi ConciibiiiciJ, tlio' lie li:ul rn)iiIoy'd 

ihithjhebaj the ICing'u Mother, to be hisi Jnterccnbr, and was himfclf his Brother, x Kimn ii, 17. It may be f;)id, 

I perhap;-. 
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ftl-ated the Matter to Jbrnr-^ but Abner^ 1 and how kindly the King had receiv'd him, from 2Sam. 
who was an hot Man^ and impatient of he not only expoflulated the Matter with 

1 

Reproof, was fb incens'd at what he feid, the King in high Terms, as having enter- 
that he upbraided him with Ingratitude, taiii'd a Man that came only as a Spy upon 
and threaten'd not only to -f* withdraw him, but fent likewife a Meflenger after 
his own Allegiance from him, but, as far j jlbner^ de/iring him to return, becaufe 
as in him lay, to carry all IJracl over to the King had fomething more to commu- 
-David^s Interefti And as he threaten'd, nicate to him ; and fo, having tvay-laid 
lb he did. From that very Moment he him, under Pretence of faluting him he 
enter'd into a private Correfpondence with ftabb'd him to the Heart, * out of Jea-^ 
Davidy and, not long after, had a publick I louly partly, and partly in Revenge of the 
Interview with him. At this Interview [ Blood of his Brother AfabeL 
David entertained Abner and his Atten- I ID AVID was extremely diipleas'd at 
dants (which were in all but twenty Per- this cruel and inhofpitable Adtion ; but 



fbns) very Iplendidly ; and, in Return, 
Abner afTur'd him, that he would ufc his 
utmoft Endeavours to prevail with the 
other Tribes to come over to his Side. 
But, no fooner was he gone, than "Joab^ 
returning from an Expedition againft the 
Fhilijtinesy wherein he had been fuccefeful 
and taken Abundance of Spoil, and being 
foon inform'd. that Abner had been there* 



bis AfKiirs were in lb un/ettled a State, 

and Joab^ at that Time, had fo much 

Credit with the Arniy, that he could not 
call him to an Account for what he had 

done : . And therefore contented himfelf 
with declaring publickly -f- his Deteftation 
of it, and with making a magnificent 
Funeral for Abner, wherein he himfelf 
foUow'd the Corps^ as chief Mourner. 

DAVID 



JerhapB, that Momjah was at this Time afpiring at the Throne, which SoUmon perceiving, took Occaiion from this 
is Requeft to fall out with him, and prevent it. But, however this be, a general Kule it was, not among the Jevjs 
titHy, but among other Nations, that no private Perfon ihoald pfefum^ to marry the King^s Widow ; for this made 
^lim appear as a Rival, and Competitor for the Crown. Calmet^s Commentary. 

•j- Mnet is an Inftance of what a flrange Alteration the Study of Revenge will work in a Man< It was but juft 
lately, that wc found him going about the Country to confirm the Ifraelites in their Attachment to the Houfe of Satd^ 
and Oppofition to Dafuidi but now, upon a /light Difgufl, he is not only for deferting himfelf, but for carrying all 
the Strength of his Intcrcft over to the oppofite Party : For fuch is the Genitu of many great Minijiers^ faya one, thai^ 
upon Jtight Occafmts, they arc irritatcdy and do rather rule over Kifigs, than are ruled by them, Patrick's Commentary, 

* Mner was a Man longer vcra'd in military AiTatrs than himfelf, who, in the 'Hme of Smtl*z Diftraflion, had 
been Itegent of the Nation, and ilncc the Time, that he had fet up Jfihofi^eth to be King, Prime Miniilcr : And 
therefore 'Joah had Reafon to fiifpcft, that, in Cafis he once got into David^s Favour, (as the Service, he was able 
flo him, gnvc him n Title to it) it would not be long before he would gain a fupcrior Afccndant ; and therefore he 
toolc tliii) wicked Mctliod to prevent him. For (to ufc the Kcifleflion, which Jafephm malccs upon this Occafion) 

PVhtH nmll not Men dare to do, 'vnho are covetous, ambitious, and w/// be ittferior to none ? They prcfs forward to tlie 
Jind, without ever conildcring the Means, and viill commit a TTfouJand Crimes in Purfuit of *ivhat they defre. Nor are 

they lefs hold in tnainiaiuing^ than they nvere in acquiring their- Places and Prefervmts by evil Pra^ites ; in/omuch that, 
rather than fujjh' the Dijgracif of lofi/ig *what they have tttijujily gotten, they will pliinga thcinfches Jllll dcfpr and deeper in 
ll'ickedncfs, to retain it. "Jc'wijh Ant\c\» lib. vii. c. i. 

-|- And Reafon good lie had to exprefs his Deteftation of fo foul n FaA. For, bcfidcs that, Mner was himfelf a 
Alan of great Power and Authority, and, at this Time, the Head of the contrary Party, it carry'd an Air of Suf- 
picion, that /Aw/V miglit have fomc Concern in the Murder j efpecially fince foal, hio X-'irll Miniftcr, and CJencral of 
Jiiu l-'orccfl, waa tlic wicked Inftrumcnt of it. Ahner had been rcconcirU to David indeed, but thiu made tlic Matter 
Hill worfc, and added the Ilreach of I'aith and liofpitality to the Sin of Murder, which was enough to alienate the 
JV'lindsof the Ifraelites from liim forever: And therefore yofephus gives us this Account of David\ J}chavionr, upon 
fo critical an Occnfion, not only to tcilify his Abhorrence of fo bafe a Prnflice, but to purge himfelf likcwi/e, upon 
4he ftritSlelt Niceties of Fjiith and Honour, that he lif^d been true to Mner, " 'J'lic Moment he heard of An ';t 
Dentil, iic llreicli'd out Ilia Jlight-IIand towards Heaven in an Appeal, and Protcllation, tUut hf was m/ther pri^'y, 
nor cunfrntim\ to the IWt, and curiiM moil Lutterly tlic JJaJJin, (whoever he \vas) hi.i J'aniily, and Accomplices. He 
a])poi»ted, by Ptoclamatioti, a publick Mourning for him, with nil the Solemnities of tearing Garmenta, and putting 
" on Sack-Cloih, 6jV. Himfelf, with hiu great Miniftcrs, and Ofliccrs, nfli/Uil at the Funeral, and gave fiiilicicnt 
Ocnionllration, by tJit-ir Ilando, be.iting tlicir Ilrfadi, and other I'.xpre/liona of Sorrow, botii of the Ve- 

nidation they hml li>r Mnrt 'n Memory, and the Scnfc they liad of fo incllimable a J.of:i ; fo that, in tJic Concliifioii, 
all the Vcoyk were pcilciHIy i'-Mi'A'yW, tliat Pamid was fur, cither from approving, or confenting to fo execrable a 
Dccd^'* y i'lvijh A\\Ui\, lib. vii. c. i. nnd Zt* ^Ycv/u Commentary. 1 
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Antt^chrift. lament the Death of:Jlb?ier^, which^, in.dll 
1055. ProbabiKty, had defeated , the Meafures 




Upon the Daaih ^jj^f viTcre. conccTted foif thc of the 

^/•Iflibolheth, _ A . , , 

David is made t WO KixigdoHis, had nbt the fudden and 
l{xL\{^^^ untimely >Death oi JJbboJJpeth^ pav'd" the 

Way ■ fo 



they, expedled, he * rebuk'd.them feverely, 
and. oi:der'd..thek Hands and Feet to be 
cut off, -and- themfelves hung up in a pnb- 
lick Plaqe^ for the Terror of all Regtcid.es \ 

IJh.bqJheth-yf2L%\ honourably 
interr'd in Abner'^. 'Vovoh. ■ . -rl' 

Add It 



From 2 Sana. 
2. to xix. 




4 4 



Affairs, 



rJBbner^ began to defpair ,of his 
grew negligent ' of himielf, and 
fell under "the Contempt of his Subjed:s j 
fo that . Rechab . and B.a^wky -f* two Ben- 

jamiteu that were of his Houfliold; came 



W 



Ifrael fent -their ' r)eput: 



Davitlj \ acknowledging: his ; Title, . ,and 
promlfing him, their Allegiance, upon Cq^^ 
dition that he would reign rigbteoufly^-j^. 

over them? J fo ,that-now he was apointeij 



J T 

upon him,' as he/ was;_^fleep in . the Heat King over fall the Tribes, after rthat he 



of the Day,-, and, having , cut; off his Head, 



over That of Judab 



•f* carry 'd it as a,'f*reJ[eM to David at only,:, for the Space of Jfeven Years and 



Hebron 



Months, 



Being 



f This is addedy to Ihew us, that thefe two Regicides Were not only Officers in the King's Army, but of the lame 
Tribe With Sau/, and therefoi^ Had more Ties than one upon them, to be'honeft and faithfuj to Jiis Family. For 
there is Reafon to believe, thav.'Sau/t who livM in the Borders of Benjamin^ confcrr*d more Favours upon that Tribe, 

than any other,, and might therefore juftly expert,; both to him and his, ,a:greater Efteemand Fideh'ty from.thofe of 
his own Tribe, than from- otJiers^ This is therefore very properly prefixed to the Names of Rechah and 

Baanah, to fliew what vil^ ungrateful Villains they were, and how jiiftly they defervM the fevere, and exemplary 
Puni/hment, which inflifted on them. CZrrr's Commentary; ' ■ • . . ■ . 

•|- It may feem a little Urange, that thefe two Ruffians were not difcourag'd by Dan)id\ punilKing .the Amafekite for 
Jcilling of Sau/, and by the DeteAation, he had publickly fliewn of jfea6's Bafencfs -in murthering Ahner:^ But the 
former of thefe Cafes, they might think, was not parallel to theirs ; bccaufe Saul was anointed King by God's imme- 
diate Direflion, whereas Jfibojheth, having never had fuch facrei Unflion, was no more than an Vfm-per : And, as 
for the latter, they might think, that Da^vid^s Conduct, in Relation to Abner^z Death, proceeded from Art and 'Polky, 
rather than .'any Terious Diflike of the Thing itfelf; and, in this Opinion, they might the rather be conlIrm*d, when 
they faw Joab, infiead of being punifii*d, continuing in the very fame Foil and i?o^ver that he had htbte^ . Poors 
^Annotations. • . J 



* The Manner in which Jo/ephm makes Damd exprefs himfclf upon this Occafion, as to this.Eflca : 



" Wicked Wretches that you are \ prepare yourfelvcs immediately to receive the juil Reward of your Villainy. Do 
*' not you know that I requited the Murder of Bauly when lie, who had taken away that facred Life, had the Con- 
*' fidence to bring me his golden Crown, for an pAentation of the Service he had done me in it ? And yet it was at 
" the InAfince of Saul that he did it, and to prevent the Indignity of Jiis being taken alive .by his Enemies. And am 
** not I the fame Man now that I was then f Or do you think tiiat I am turn'd fo abandoned a Wietch fnicc. as to 

■ T 

** countenance the moft profligate of Men and Aftions, or to account myfclf under any Obligation to you, ./or dipping 
*' your Hands (upon , my Account, as you would have it thought) in the Blood of your Lord ? For cutting the Throat 
of a Perfon (and in his Bed too) fo juA* that he never did any Man Wrong, and fo, generous a Patron and Bene- 
" fadlor to your ungrateful Selves, that all the Advantages you can p^tend to in this World, are but what you Aand 
" indebted for to his Bounty and, Goodnefa. You fliall therefore now be fure to pay, both for your Breach of Faith 
" to your MaAcr, and the Scandal you have caA upon mc. For what greater Wound can any A^an give niu in my 
Reputation, than to cxpofo mc for a Perfon, that can take IMuafure in the Tidings, or give Countenance to the 
*' committing of fo barbarous an Aflbflinatc?** y*<wii/i6 Antiq. lib. vii. c. 2. Which Speech of Dtvuid^n has a jrood 
deal of the Spirit of Alexander the Great in it, whofc exa£ling of Puiiiflunent JUj/Us for Jiis Murder of ^Daritts, 
drew from the Hijlhran tliio Rcilcdlion. Aeputabat cnirn* mn tarn hojl'em funm ftfiffi: Dariuin, qtiam Amictm ejus, a 
([uo fjfet occi/us, JuAin, lib. xii. c. 6. 

•|* 'i'hio was Daw'd^a Part of the Covenant, wliich the iildcm of f/rae/ fuggcAud to liim in a very elegant Metaphor, 

which Jicrc occnru tlic firil Time, tliough afterwards it i;; frequently nsM in /fiord Writ, cfjicciiilly in tlie Vropbets, 

SIS well as funic profane Autlioro. TJic Fxprcflioii iti, — H'hou Jhalt feed my People Ifrael ; which w:ij> ihc rather 

made ufc of, to put Danjid in Mind, that he wan created a King, not fo much for the Advancement of Jii;i own 
Hongur and lutcrcA, a:i for the Good and Bcnclit of the Community, which he was to ride with all 'J'eiwlmicfii, ami 
watch over with all Diligcucc. The very Manner of the I-'xprcflion implieu, that Kingfi ought to have the fame Care 
of their Feoplt^ i\w the SJiepIierd has over hin Flock ; antl th:iL, no t?ie fi/ieplicrd ii; nut the Owm-r of tlic .Sliccp he 
kcepH, fo ilioiihl no M.\x\\\ look iipun lii.'i Snbjeihs au hio own Pcculiufnt but .'tii a }''Iock committed (o lu'ru I>y the only 
triiiJ I-ord of all Mnnkiml, and to whom Jie mull (',ive an Aecuuiit <jf \\\\\ A(!niiiiilIialiou. J'or /his is the y^nutFjl 
Grace if a Kim', that he en tai/ify helinves hitn/elf to he vtmle a King ly (!od for the Sale of the I'vo^k ; w//,/ /<'/ him if hn 
call to Mind, that the People *tvere mt created, or ordained hy Cod for the Kiftg, fays Couradui Pelteemm upon ihcfc 

Wordii. Puirick\ Commentary, and /Wa Annotations. 
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Seino thus invefted with full regal 
Po\<^er, and having % a Multitude of brave 
and gallant Soldiers to attend hiili, he 

^falcm "Lw ^^'^ ^"^^ Expedition againft Jertt- 

enlarges it, Jhlcfffj tb difpoffeft the ycbtifites of the 

Fort of Ziouy which commanded the 
Chy,' and was thought fo impregnable, 
that, vi'hen he fummon'd the Befieg*d to 
liifi*ender, they, in Derifion, reply'd, that 
the Meanell of them all (+ their Blind 
jyid Lame) wei-e able to defend it againfl: 
all he cbiild do. This incens'd Z)i?i;/W to 
fuch a Degree, that he caus*d Proclama- 



c. 



•f* H I RA My who had lately made From zSam. 
himlelf King of Tyre and Sidon, hearing 
hdW profperous David was in all his Af- It^l^i' 
"airs, feftt an Embafly to congratulate his ^'*'«*'^'- 
Acceffion to the Throne, and withal a 
Prefeftt bf Cedar-Trees, with 'Carpenters 
and other Artificers to affift him in his 
uildings. But the Philijiine VxmcQs had 

other Notions of David's growing Great- 
nefs, which they took for a fure Pre/age 
of their ownDoWnfal; and therefore, to 
put a Stop to it as foon as pofEble, they 
rais'd one great Army, which (as they 



tion to be made through the Camp, that, approach*d to Jerufalem) he -defeated | 

whoever firft took the Fort, fliould be | and, the next Year, when they came -f- 

made Captain-General of all his Forces j vvith a much larger, God manifeftly iriter- 

Whcreupbn Joab^ who was a bold, pull:i- pos'd in his Favour. For, inflead of ad- 

ing Man, undertook to ftorm it, and car- vancing diredly upon them, he order 'd 

ry'd it Sword in Hand, After this, David^ him to take a Compafs round by a Wood 

for the Reception of his Guards and Do- of Mulberry-Trees^ which would cover 

mefticks, enlarged the Buildings of the arid conceal his March, and, when he 

Place, and made it his Royal Palace j while heard a Sound, or Rufliing in the Trees, 

yoab repair'd, and beautify'd the old City (which would affrighten the Philijlines) 

yebus^ or yeriifalefUy for the more com- then to fall upon them ^ which he accord- 



mddious Habitation of his Subjefts. 



ingly did, and gave th^m fo total a De- 

feat. 



X In this Account of Dan)id*s Worthieti AVhich are mentioned both in the fccond Bo6k of Savtuei, and the firft of 
Chronkkiy there is a great Difftirence of Names, and the Rcafon is, bccaufe the Catalogue in ChronicUs was made in 
the Beginning of Damid*^ Hcign, that in Samuel^ at the latter Knd ; and fo the former mentions thofe Men, wiio had 
helpM David to his Settlement in the Kingdom, whereas the /at/er takes Notice of thofe; who had fluclc to him all 
tlic Time of iiis Reign, and died in his Service, Bcd/ard''z Scripture Chronology, Ub. v. c. 5. 

t" fhe Blind and the Lam, fays Luther upon this Place, nx.'ire the Idols of the Jebufitos, wahich, to irritate David, 
thry fit upon their Walls , as their Patrons and Prote£lors ; and thefe thcy call hHrtd and iame fareaflieal^, and with Re- 
fpeft to Darvid'5 Opinion : As if thcy had faici, ** Thcfe Gods of oitfs, whom ye Tfraelites reproach, as blind ^nd. 
*• lame, and fo unable to dircft or defend us, will fccurc us againft you, and, t6 your Coft, make you find, that 
*• they arc neither blind nor lame, but liave Eyes to watch for us, and Hands to fight againft you, fo that you mufl: 

" conquer and fubduc them, before you take this Place." But this Interpretation fcems to be a little too metaphorUal 
and forcM, for wliich Rcafon we have rather chofen the Conftruftion which Jofiphm (lib. vii. c. 2.) puts upon thi» 
Paflagc, rjix. that thcy imagin'd their Fortrcfa to be fo imprcgnribic, that, by Way of Contempt, they told Da^vid, 
that their very Blind and Lame would be able to defend it againft him and all his Forces £ And this is a Scnfe fo ex- 
tremely plain and obvious, that the renownM Bochart wonders, why any Man of Learning ftiould fcek for any other* 
The only Kxception to it is, that thefe Blind and Lame (which were rather Objefts of Compaffion) are faid to have 
been extreme^ hated by David. But WC may obfervc, that Daft'idhett retorts the Sarea/vi upon them j Tbe Lame and 
BUndt i.e. ihofc who arc fct to defend the Place, and who, as thcy pretended, were to be only the and the 
Blind. Anil thefe were hateful to David, bccaufe they had wickedly and infolently defy'd the Ariaita of the living 
Gotl. /*flo/*B Annotations, P/itriePs and Le ('lere^a Comnientarica. 

"I* Jbibalus was his primitive Name, but before he cntcrM into a Lcnguc of Amity with David, he clmng'J it to 
Wram, that fo it iniglit bo the ftanding Name ol ium and iu;i SticceJJhrj, au Pharaoh, and after that Ptolemy in E^ypt, 
Mimeheh nniong the Philiflincsy and C<tfur among the Uoman JCmperors. The Name, in their Language, fignificB, he 
lives that is rsrtUnl ; or, Ut Ijim live nvho is txalttd, i. c. Let the King live for ever ; and his fending to David only 

imdcr this Name, iii the true Kcafon wliy no other Name ii nicntiouM in Scripture. Bedford*^ Scripture Chronology, 
lib. v. c. 4. 

•|- It cannot well be fuppofiM, tliac ilic Vhilijlines, out of their I'niall Tcrriiorics, conld produce fucli vaft Numbcrc 
of Men an they broirght iii\niiifl the ffraelUes j and therefore the Remark, which Jo/ephus makcM, helps to explain 
tluD Matter, *i>i^-. that Syria and Plifi;iiicia, m *well as Je vtral other nvarlik Nations, nvere engaged in this Confederate: 
Jlut thiu cannot l)e meant of lliram, who wao in a Lciigoe of the ftriflca Amity with David, Imt of fuch Vlm-uieians 
only au would not fubniit to hiui, aiul thcrcfoie joiiiM with the VhtlijUnety firft to fubduc liia Ally, and tlici^ to fubduo 
\\\\\\, before hi!j CJovcnuuoU could be fettled. Btdfurd't iimipturc Chronology, lib. v. c. -j. 
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2 9 4.9 » ^"<^- 

ftnt. Chriil. never pretended to give Ifrael 





■ _ 

feat J thatj for many Years after, they I ftruckdead upon the Spot i fothat, David, i^rpm zSam. 

terrify d at this Judgment, .duril. not at 
that Tirn^ carry it into fferi^falem, .but left 
This Time of Reft,, and publlck Seca- | it near 'the City^ in . the. Ho'ufe iof Obed^ 

Edoniy a Levite, whom God blelTed with a 



Dlfturbance. 



^tid brings 

/■rjeruftiem, tlty iJ/jT/V thought a proper Seafon, where 

but is not ai' 



itv 7J build '^^^"g ^^^^ the Ark of God (which large Increafe of all his Subftance, fdr the 

a rmpie. for almoft fifty Years had continued in the little Tipie that it cpritinu'd with, him; 



Houfe oi . jibi?tadalf) into a Plate wh 
he had prepared for it m his own City. I recolledting that 



Months. 



To this Purpofe, 
.i>rincti)al Men 



•f- Ark, but theZmV^'x, tho' they themfelv^s 

of the Nation, and the were expreffly forbidden {b) to touch it^ 

chief Officers of his Court, together with he adventur'd to remove it from Obed- 

a ftrong Guard for the Convoy of the Edom\ which he did in great Form and 

Ark, in cafe any Enemy Ihould attempt to Solemnity. The Levifes^ . who wera to 



lurpnie them, he came to Kirjath-jeamn : 
But, either through Inadvertency, or Neg- 
ied of the (a) Divine Law, which oblig'd 
them to carry it upon Men's Shoulders, 
they, in Imitation of the Philijlhes^ put 
it in a Cart^ and when the Cart had like 
to have been overturned, Uzzab, who was 
one of its Drivers, taking hold of the Ark 
to prevent its falling, was immediately 



bear the Ark on their Shoulders, he caus'd 
to be Jan5liffd ; Himfelf, clothed in a 
Linnat Ephod^ and "f- dancing before it, 
brought it into a convenient Place, which 
he had prepared for it j ofFer'd a great 
Quantity of * Sacrifices upon this Occa- 
fion ; and, with the reft of the Company 

r 

that attended this Solemnity, feafted . and 
rejoic'd. . • _ • 

t His 



-J- It is fuppos'(3 by fome, that this bringing back of the Ark was appoiated to be on one of the three great i^V- 
Jli^als ; and the Reafon, why Dauid might fummon fo many of his principal Minifters and Officers to acconipany 
him in the Expedition, might be, to poiTefs the young People, who perhaps had Jieard iittle or nothing of the Ark, by 
Reafon of its having been abfent fo long, with a jmighcy Veneration for it, wiien they faw the King, and^ fo many 
of the chief Nobility waiting on it, with fuch a Variety of i^ufick, and fuch publick Declarations of Joy. Mitiar'a 
Hiftory of the Church. 



(a) Numb. iv. z 5. 



{h) Numb. iv. 15. and xviii. 3 



* I 

+ Sirabo tells us, that it was cuftomary among the Crecht as well as other Nations, to ufe Mnfick and Dancing In 
the Procelfions before their Gods, lib. x. Callimachus mentions the Chori, and Dancings of the Youth at the Aftar 
of J^pai/o ; Piato obfcrves, that, among the Egyptians^ all Kinds of Mufick, Songs, and Dances, were confecrated to 
their Gods, Dt Legihus, lib. iti. And even Lmian {de Saltatione) expressly fays, that among the Ancients, no Cere- 
anonial of Keligion, no Expiation, no Atonement was accounted rightly accompliOrd without Dancing. So that David 
%vas far from ht\ug fiiguiar in his Behaviour upon this Occafion ; nor was his Behaviour in this particular any Difparage- 
mcnt to his Regai Dignity. His Daticitig, i. c, his moving in certain ferious and folcmn Meafures, fuitcd to Mufick 
of the fame Cliarafler and Tendency, was an Excrcifc highly conducive to the Purpofcs of Piety, .and his mixing with 
the publick FcHivities of his People, was a Condefccniion (as Tadhts relates of Jlugufim the Roman Emperor) not un- 
becoming the grcatcA Monarch. Polity taught jSugufttts to put himfelf upon a Level with his Subjcfls, in their publick 
Rejoicings ; Pirty taught ]'ian)idt that all Men arc upon a Level in the Solemnities of Relijgion. So tliat liatid was 
not Angular in his Behaviour upon this Occafion. Patric/c'^ Commentary, and The I-lift6ry of the I<ife of King 
David, Vol. IL 

* TJic Words in the Text are, ■ ■ jind it was y&, t/tat, ivben they, that ban iha Ark of the Lord, had gone fix 
Pacts y he facrificed Oxen and Fat/ings, 2 Sam. vi. 13. rrom which Words feme would infer, thnt David, liaving 
nicafiir'd the Ground between Ohcd'Edovi^a Houfe, and tlic Place Jic had buik for the Reception of the Ark, had 
Altars raised, at the Diftancc of every Jix Paces, whereon he causM Sacrifice) to be oflerM, as the ArJc piifs'd hv. 
But it io cafy to imiigine, what a World of Confnfion this would create in the Proccihon ; and therefore tiic mor„ 
rational. ConAruflion la, that, after thofc, who carryM the Ark> liad advancM fix Paccn, without any fuch Token of 
Divine Wrath as Vxxah had undergone, tlicn did they ofler :i Sacrilicc of Thankfgiving to God, which might confifl: 
of feveral living Creature;), all /acrificed and ofi'er'd up at once. Hut even fiippofing, that, at fot 'Oiilanccw, there were 
Sacrifices all along the Wny that tJicy went ; yet we arc to know, that it wan no uuufual 'I'Jiing HffUbeus to confer 
on their Godi., nay> even upon ihcir Kmperorn, the fame Honours, that wc find /)/ivid here bcflou ing upon t)»e Ark 
of the God of I/raf/. Vor in this Manner (as fiuetonius tells us) was Otho rec(;ivM, mm f>rr omnr itrr, dextra fimjiiu- 
^wi', oppidatim Vii^iume ctvderentnr : And the like he relates of Caltgjdn : Vf n Afififw ttio vity inter Altaria, K^S Pii'titmi\n 
ttrdtnte/que iadatt dcnjiffimo abviurum agtnint incejjit. Calm(t'*t< Commentary. 3 
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Book V 



A. M, His Wife Micbalf who wzs Saul's 

Ant.^Cbrift. Daughter J and proud perhaps upon Ac- 
lojy, e^f^ count of her Pedigree, "f- upbraided him, 



cdmnianded to forbid it, with this Aflii- FromzSam. 

to XIX 

-ranee, that God accepted of his fincere 

+ I 

Intentions ; promis'd that his Son fliould 




upon this Occafion, with his Hamilityj fucceed him, and build him a Temple; 
as a Dimmutidn of his r^g**?/ Dignity ; but and that his Pofterity fliould reign ^ for 
he, in Reply i to the farcajlick Manner many Generations, 



wherein ftie fpake it, only told her, " Thatj 
" what he had done was in Honour of 



that God, who had chofen him to go- 

■ 

vern Jfraely rather than any of her 
Family and that fuch Condcfcenfions 
as thefe, would never bring- him under 
any juft Contetnpt.*' 

B y this Time, the Palace, which 
Jiiram^ King of Tyre^ had furnifli'd David 
witli Men and Materials to biiild, was 

finifli'd J and, as he was refleding upon 
theMeanncfs of God's Habitation in Com- 

r 

parifbn of his own, it came into his Mind 
to build a noble Fabrick for his religious 
Worfliip, which Defign he communicated 
to ^ Natha72, Nathan^ at firft, approv'd 
of it ; but, the Night following, he was Name, and was a Bridie to curb the Tribe 

of 



D A VID vv^s a Man bf War, ; and His naorm 
therefore, fince God had refus'd him the 
Privilege of building him a Temple,' and 
had referv'd that Work for \m^6n Solb- 
mon (whofe 'Name denotes peaceable) tQi 
execute, he thought, himfclf bound to 
fubdue all his Enemies on every Side, that; 
when his Son came to undertake, that great 
Affair, he might meet witli . as little IVIoi 
leftatidn as poflible. 

In the Beginning of his Reign, the 

Phtltjiines had twice invaded him, and 

therefore . he began with them. Their 
royal City of Gatb^ which was call'd 

Metheg- Ammah y or the Bridge of Anmab^ 
(becaufe it flood upon an Hill of that 



■|- After that, Damd was by Said banifli'd from Court, and forc'd to feek for Shelter in foreign Countries : Sauh 
to caft the more Contempt upon him, gave his Wife away to one Phalti, (or Phaltiel) Son of Lat/h of Gallim ; but 
Vanfid, when he came to tlic Crown of Judah^ had her rcfior'd to him again ; for which Purpofe, he fent McHengers 
to T/hboJheth, who then reign'd over the Eieven Tribes at Mahanaim, to demand her, and who, according to that 
jDemand, took her from Pbahiel^ and fent her back to David, The Hcbreius pretend that Phaliiel never came near 
Michal, who, in Stridlnefs, could not be his Wife, becaufe Ihe had never been divorc'd by Da^uid j but others believe, 
that Ihe had five Sons by Phaitte/, which were given up to the Gi&eoni/es to be executed, as is related, 2 S^m, xxi. 

9. But, in this Place, there fcems to be an Error crcpt into the Text, which Ihould be read Mero6t inftead of 
MiebaL Calmt'a Di£tionary> under the Word MubaL 

f The Words of Micbal^ wherein fhc upbraids Dawd, are tlicfc : ■ Hotw glorious tvas ibe King of Ifrael to 

pay, fiv/jo uticonjered bimfilf to Day, in the Eyes of ibe Handmaids of bis Scr'vants, as one of the fuain Felhnjos JharmfuHj 
unco'vercth hinfclf I 2 Sam. vi. 20. At iirft reading, they fccm to intimate, that Da<vid, in his JDancing, Jiad expos'd 
his naked Body, and aftcd, fomc Way or* other, immodeaiy : But thcfc Words, we arc to confidcr, were fpokcn in a 
Fit of Pailion, and when Mitbal was minded to aggravate Matters ; for it is not to be doubted, but that David 
kept himfclf within the JBounda of Modcfty, how joyous focvcr he might be. It was a Command wliich God gave the 
Jftaeiites, that they fliould rejoice in their Fcafls, Dent. xii. 7. but then, their Joy was not to be Jafcivious or 
petulant, but piouo and moderate. In the Cafe before us, Da'vid was in the more immediate Prefence of God, and 
about a very facrcd Bufincfs ( and therefore it is incongruous to think, that lie wouJd commit any Thing immodcfl : 
And, that lie could not cxpofc his Nakedncfs (ao his Wife would infmuate) is evident from his having, not onjy an 
Epbodon, but being chtbed tviib a Robe of fine Linnen, bcfidcs his ufual Under'-garments, i Cbron. xv. 27. and ihcieforc* 
tho*" hh putting ofi" hiu fj^a / llohca might give fomc Occiifion to MicbaTa KxprcHion of his uvco'vcrin^^ hiwftif yet it 
mult be ownM, that thio opprobrious 'I'crm proceeded from nothing, but the overflowing Spleen of a proud paflioiiatc 
Woiuan. Calmet^Q and Patritk^n Commentnrico. 

•|* At what Time this Prophet began to appear in Iftael, we arc no where inform'd. This is the firil Time, that 
the Scripture mnken mention of him. lie was a Man of great Temper, Pnuk*ncc, and fine Addrefs, who knew how 
to mitigate the Rigour of liiu llcproofu with a great deal of Swcctncfn and Wildoni, wliich qiinhfy'd him To well for 
the Couverfation of Kings, and other great Pcrfons. He was always eipially cUccni'd, aud bi'Iov'd by Da'vid, and, 
in liis Conduit towards 1dm, maintainM a jufl; Medium, between an inflexible Auflcrity, and a fcrvile Flattery. 
Ctihiu't\\ Commentary. 

•|- *J'ho Wordjj in the Text arc, / nviJi eflnUiJh the I'hrunc of bis Kimidoni for rwr ; wJiich, in their primary 

Scnfc, do relate to the terreilrial Kingdom cif 7Jrt»i;///*!i I'amily, and the long JJuration of it, cnougli to jiiUi/y the 
J^xprelliun fur f>ver, taken in a Icfa Jlrifl Significatinn : Ihit if we take it in a ntorc fuliliuic and alifbiute Seiifr, it can 
helotig to none, but that Son of Da>vid, to whom Ciod the I-'atlier gave an etetmd JCinjnlom (properly fo called) over 
all Tlungii both in IlLavtrn and J-'arth, which, tho* iL was nnl fb well known in ihc Timc!), when tiiifl Prophecy wa? 
iilterM, w.io, by ihc iCvcnt afierwardu, made plain and evident. L< C/nc^a Commcniary. 3 



t 
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yudah_ 




he tookj and made it a Barrier againft 
tbemfelves. The Modbites he utterly 

liibdu'd 5 and, having difmantled all their 

ftrong Places, he -f- flew the greater Part 

P T ^ * 

of them^ referving fuch only, as were re- 
quifite to till, the Ground. From hence 
lie march'd • his Army to iecure his Terri- 
torieSj which border'd upon the Euphra- 
tes. The Syrians of Zobab^ under the 
Command of -f- Hadadezer^ came with a 
ftrong Force, and gave him Battle; but 
he foon routed them, and, befides a great 



them to the Rout likewife. andi havins P'?^ 2 

^ • ' ^ U CO XIX. 



flain two and twenty Thouland of them^ 




Mafter 



fortify 



and 



made them Tributary ; and (what was 
another Vidlory in this Expedition) in 
his Return from Syria^ he engag*d a great 

w 

Body o£ Edomites -f* in the Fdlley of Salt ; 
flew eighteen Thoufand of them, and 

brought them under the like Subjed:ion. 
Thus loaded with Honours and Spoils 

i * 

David return'd from this Campaign ; but 

all the rich Materials, that he had com- 
Number of Foot-Prifoners, took a thozi- pil'd together, 'viz. Gold, Silver, and Brafs, 



fand ChariotSy and feven fhoufa?td Horfe- 
men that attended them ; but, referving to 
himfelf no more Horfes, than were ne- 
ceflary for an hundred Chariots, the reft 
he ham-firing' dy to make them unfervice- 
able for War. -f* The Syrians of Da- 
mafcusy htzxixx^ of Hadadezer's ill Succefs, 
came to his Ailiflance: But David put 



he dedicated to the Lord, or laid them 
up for the future Ufe of the Temple : And 

(what was no fmall Addition to his Store) 



roi. 



Hamah 



Viilories, fent his own. Son to congratulate 
him thereupon, and, in a large Prefent of 

VeiTels of Gold, and Veffels of Silver, CSc, 

to acknowledge his Kindnels in break- 
ing 



■f- There is no fmall Obfcurity in the Words of the Text, which are thefe : 



He /mete Moab, and meaftirtd 



them with a Line, cafliv^ ihm dowon to the Ground i emn t?t tiuo tines meafured he to put to Death, and with one Line 
ii> keep alinje : Which V^oti^ fcem to allude to a Ciillom among the Kings of the Baft, when they were through]/ 
incens'd againft any Nation, wa. to make the Captives all come together in one Piace, and proftrate themfc/vcs 
upon the Ground ; that, being divided into two Parts, as it were with a Line, their Conqueror might appoint which 
Part hepleas'd, either for JDeath, or Lift, which was fometimes determined by caAing.of Lots. Some are of Opinion 
that Da'vid made three Lots, or Parts of thefe Moahites, two of which he order'd to be flain, and one Part only to 
be kept alive. The Reafon of this his Severity againft thefe miferaWe People, the Rabbins afiurc us, w.is, becaufe 
they had ilain his Parents, and Brethren, whom he had committed to the Cuftody of the King of Moab, during 
his Exile. But of the Reality of this Moti've, there is no IWanncr of Appearance ; and iince this Execution, which 
Vofoid infliaed, may relate either to the whole Nation, or the Army only, to clear Da<vid from the Imputation 
of too much Cruelty, we fhould rather conceive it of the Third, or Half' Part at moft of the Army, le C/etc^a and 
Calmei^t Commentaries. 

f In the Fragment of Nieholaus Damafeenus, which Jo/ephut has prcfcrv'd, this Princri is fimply called Mad, wJn'ch 
was the common Name of the JCings o( Syria, who, according to the Manner of other eajiern Vnncc^, took their 
Titles from the celepai Bodies, and, in their Language, Jdad iigriifies the Stm. The Fragment, recorded by 

Joftphiis^ is to this Effedl : jS kt^ Time ajier^ one Adad, a waiiant Man^ and a Natinfe of the Piaee, ^jad the' 

Command o/^ Damafcus W Syria, Phccnicia only excepted. There happened to be a JVar hetnneen the fame A^aA, and 
David, the King 'of the ]cm, and feveral Encounters hetnveen them ; but, in the End, A^&d ivas overeome at Enphratcs, 
lehan)ing himfelf with the Rcfolution of a brave Prince, and a great Captain. TJic fomc Author, fpcalcing /hrtlicr of 
hia Poftcrity, fays, ■ ■ ■ ' That the Go'vernrnent was handed down, from leather to Sort, to the Tenth Generation, and that 
the Bmceffor fiili reteiwd the Father's iPTatne with the Empire, as the Ptolemies did among //^/Egyptians. Jemiffj Antiq. 

Lib. vii. c. 6. ■ 

'I* Aram Damafd, which wc tranflfttc Syria of Damafcm, wna that Part of Syria, which lay between Uhamts and 

yinti/ibamts, whofc chifif City was Damafcus, fituatc in a V.nlJcy. called by fcvcral Names in Scripture, and waterM by 

five Rivera, the two principal of which, wx, Abana and Pharphar (mcntion'd in z Kings v. iz.) dcfccndcd from 

Mount IJermon s whereof the latter wafliM the Walls oniamafens, and the other ran through it, and divided the City 

i 

into two Parts. PatriePa Commentary. 

•( The Valky of Salt is tlioiight by many to be the Places adjoining to Dead Sea : But, as the Country 
of the ndomites, whom nuniid fubihiVi in Iiifl Return from Iiifi Expedition into Syria, muA neccflurily lie towardo tlic 
r.aji of Canaan, wc mua look for fomc other V^flZ/cv < ^W/ in the Confineii of that Country. Now, about a League 
fouthward from the City of Pahnp-a, or Thadmor, in tlic Road to F.dom, wc find a large Pliin, abounding with 
Salt-Pitj., whence a great Part of Syria iu funiifliM with thiit Coniniodity j and therefore *ti« Vitry piobiibk, lluit ihc 
Ifnttle between lhi'vid\ (.'encraln, and tlic Edomites, wan fonght in tbio Plain j which in about two Dayn journey frttiu 
ih^rah, tlic c.'ipiial City of tho rnfiem Edam, wJicncc the People might march out to meet i>/Wa I'orcci, a»d 
oppofc them in their itcturn home. Ca/met'a Commentnry. 
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A. M. jnff the Power of his moft inveterate Ene- 

29491 T 
Ant. Chrift. mi€S, 

IOC 5, ^e. 



lame 




the Love he had for his Father) he, en- 
All the while that David vfos thus I tertain'd him with great Kindnefs, and 




foreign Wars 



order'd him to fit with his own Sons at the 



have Juftice adminifter'd to his Subjedts at | royal Table every Day. 



homCy and had a certain Number of very 
great Men employ'd in the higheft Offices 
of Truft. Joab 



of the Kingdom ; 



Jehofaph 



DAVID, not long after this, heapng ^isfMuitig 
that his "f- old '^xioxxA. Nabajh was dead, nites,W//;^, 
feat his Compliments of Condolence to his ^'^f'^''^'''^ 



Hanun 



High- Men 



the 



Prieji ; Sezaiah, Secretary of State ; 
Benaioh, -f- Captain of his Guard j and I David's fending this Embajfly was to fpy 



prime Minfters 



Weaknefs 



Houftiold, fuch as Lord Chamberlain , I Place it might moft advantageouily be af- 
Lord Treafurer^ Lord Steward, as we call J faulted : So that the too credulous Prince 
them J and to thefe he added one more^ I orderM the Ambaffadors to be treated in 



Mepb 



yonathan^ to j the moft ignominious Manner, and, with 



whoxn he reftor*d all his Grandfather 



their Beards half-fliav'd, and their 



Said's Eftate; and, tho' he was a Cripple, Clothes cut ihorf even to the Middle of 

. * thcif 

-| The Word, in our Tianflation, is Recorder, which, in the Marginal Note, is Rememlrancer, or Writer of Chro- 
nicies ; an Employment of no mean Eftimation in the Eafiern World, where it was cuilomary with Kings to kce^ 
daily Regifters of all the TranfaAions of their Reigns ; and a Truft, which whoever difcharg'd to Purpofe, mull be 
let into the true Springs, and Secrets of Action, and confequently, muft be receivM into the inmoA Confidence. For 
whether the Oilice of a tord Chancellor , was confiftent with the- Conflitution of the JenMifo State, a modern Author 

fcems to dpubt, Hiftory of the Life of K.ing Da'vid, Vpl. 11. 

F ' 

'|- Thcfc Guards are called in the Text the Certthites^ and the JPe/eibites, but who they were, is variouily conje£lur*d. 
That they were Soldiers, is evident, from their being mentioned as prefent at the Proclamation of King Selomen againft 
Monijab, which could not conveniently have been done without fome armM Force, to prote£l the Perfons, that 
proclamM him: And that they were not common Soldiers, but the conllant Guards of David's Perfon, is manifeA 
from the Title of 2<ii//ctT<3p;JA(*;c£f, Keepers of the Body, which Jofephus gives them. Some are of Opinion, that they, 
were Men of a gigantitk Stature ; but we find no Ground for that, tho* they were doubtlefs proper and robull; Men, 
(as we fpeak) and of known Fidelity to their Prince, 2 Sam, xv. 1 8. and xx. 7. Others again think, that they were 
Pbilijlineti but it is hardly fuppofcablc, that David would . have any of thefe hated, uncircumcis'd People to be his 
Sody'Guard; neither can wc believe, that tlie I^aa/itiJ^ Soldicts would have took it patiently, to fee Foreigners of 
that Nation put in fuch Places of Honour and Truft. Cherethite however, is. certainly but another Name for Pbiliflincp 
as appears from Zepbaniab it. 5. and therefore the Queition is, how came any of Davi(P% Subje£b to be called after 
that Name ? And the Anfwer to* this is obvious. »— ^ They were fo called, becaufe they went at iirft with him into 
rhilijlia, and continuM there with him all the Time, that he was under the Proteflion of Mip, Thefe were the 
Perfons, who accompany'd him from the Scginning, in liis utmoA DIArefs, and clave to him in all Calamities ; and 
therefore ic is no Wonder, if Men of fuch approv*d Fidelity were made Choice of fgr his Body-Guard^ nor is it any 
uncommon Thing in Hiftory, for Legions, or Bands of Soldiers to take their Names, no( from the Place of tiicir Na* 
fivity, but their Rejidemt^ and very frequently from the Name of their Captain, or Commander. Since therefore, in 
1 Chron, xii. 3. \vc find mention made of one Pelet, the Son of Azmavctb, who rcforicd to David, while he was at 
yMig, but Uill under the Protcflion of uiehij/j ; 'tis but fuppofing liim to be their Captain, and then we come to tlic 
Ucafon, why they were called Pehthstesy unlefs we fuppofc them rather denominated from Pcktbt Son of Janathau^ 
who was of the King*8 own Tr'the. Patrick^n Commentary, /Wa Annotations, and The Hiftory of the Life of King 
David, 

\ Mephihopjcth was very youpg, when his K-uhcr "Jonathan wa:i liillcd at the Battle of Gi/haf wliicli put hia Niufe 
into fo great a Conllcrnation, that flio let the Child fall, as flie was making iiaUc to cfcapc witli hijn, and iroiii that 
'J'imc, he waa liimu of both Feet ever after, 2 Sam, iv. 4. 

•|' What the particular Ikncfita which David had rcccivM from Nabaftj were, we are no where told iii Scripture ; 
but ((tmc of the Jcwj fay, that ho Jlcd to Iiitn, when he tlurft ftay no longer with Mijh King of the VbUiJlitsa, 
and that , ho rcceiv'd him very kindly ; othcm, tliuL lie cntcrtiiiirtl iiiu Relations, when thu lying of il/o^^, to wlioni 
iic liui! conunittcd them, flew fomu of thciu : JUit the moft likely Opinion in, iliat, aa he was a hitter Kucniy to 
who hiul given him n great Overthrow, he, for that vfry Keafoii, bccamt; a i'riend to David, when lie perceived 
h6w ^aul petfecuit'd hini^ and thcicupon might fend him lU'licf ami Ailiftancc, inul puiliapu oiler In'ni IVotc^ion in lii:i 
Iv injvhun . Vahich\\ Commentary. 

TJiiu was onu ol' tho grcatcft Indignitieu that the Malice of Man could invent, in thofc Cuuntricii, wlicrc all 

3 IVojilc: 



Chap- IV. from the Ifradkes entering Canaan, to the Building of the Temple. 
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A. M. their Buttocks, to be fent about their I Afnmonites with foine Forces the laft ^ Sam 

' * 1. to XIX. 

Campaign ; and being apprehenfive, that 



Chrift. Bufinefi. 





The Ambailadors being afhain'd to I Z)^^W^/ . would fall foul upon him, he rc- 
return home, were order'd to continue' at folv'd to be beforehand with him. To 

' 1 . 

I 

yerichoy until their Beards grew again ; this Purpofe levying a vaft. Army, not 



but, as for the Indigni^ put upon them. 



Mefopi 



River 



Helam 



David gave them ASurancCy that he would | he fent it, under the Command of SAo- 
refent it in a proper Manner. Accord- 
ingly he fent an Army under the Com- 
mand of yoai^ to call thefc unholpitable the half Tribe of Manajfeh, This Da'uid 
Ammonites to an Account. The j^mmo- I had foon Intelligence of, and therefore 
nites were apprized of his Dcfign, and I uniting all his Forces, he march*d with 
therefore provided againft the worft, by the utmoft. Expedition, and coming upon 
procuring three and thirty thoufand j the Enemy ioontv than was expecSed, 

flew feven thoufand Men, who attended 



Mercenaries of the Syrians^ who lay 
encarnp'd at fome Diftance in the Fields, 1 feven hundred Chariots ; which fo dif- 
whilft their own Forces cover'd the j heartened the reft, that he ibon dilpatch'd 
City. 

Upon this Situation of the Enemy, j G^/z^r^z/, who fell in the Adlion, and 
"Joab divided his Army into two Bodies, died upon the Spot. Upon this Succels, 



forty Thouland more, together with their 



one of which he gave to his Brother 
jlbijhai^ to keep the jjmmonites in Play^ 
while himfelf with the other, which con- 
fifled of his choice Men, attacked the 
Syrians. Their Agreement was to relieve 
each other, in cafe there was Occafion : 
Bnt Joab^ at the firft Onfet, charg'd the 
Syrians fo home, that, as they were but 
Mercenaries^ and thought not the Caufc 
their own, they foon gave Way, which 
made the Ammonites^ who depended 
much upon their Courage, endeavour to 
fecure themfelves by retreating into their 
City 5 for the Seafon of the Year being too 
far advanc'd, made it impradlicable for 
yoaB to beliege it. 

HAD AD E Z ER had affifted the 



feveral petty Kings, who had afEfted 
Hadadesaer in this Expedition, fearing 
fbme worfe Confequences, made a Peace 
with Davidy and became Tributary to 



Hadadezer 



forj&ken 



gave 



him AiTurance that he would no longer 
efpouie the Caufe of tJie Affimonitesy but 



Wher 



Joab 



a powerful Army, who laid the Country 
wafte, deftroy'd all that came in his Way, 
and (to make fliort of the Matter) laid 
Siege to their royal Ciiy of Rabbah. 

While ^oab was carrying on the Sieee UhfaUbig h 
oiRabbah, ZJ^wV continu'd in Jerufalcm, Bathniuba. 
and walking one Evening -f- on the Top T?lglZ'unf' 



People thought their Hair fo great nn Ornament, that fome. woiiM have rather fubmittcd to die, than part with it. 
What a foul Difgrace, and Jieavy Puniflinicnt tliis waa nccoiintcd in anticnt 7'imc5, wc inny learn from NUhoIans 
Damafanm^ as mcntion'd by Siohmis (Tit. 42.) who fays, that among the huVmns, the King cominandtd the grcatcit 
Oilcndcrs to be Jhaveth as the heavicH Punifliment that Jic could infli£l upon them ; and, to the Jike Purport-, 
Plutarch (in j^tftl.) tello uo, tlint, whenever a Soldier, among the lacedmetiians, waa conviflcd of Co%varMa\ he wafi 
obligM to go with one Part of hia upper Lip HiavM, and the other not. Nay, even at this Day, no greater Indignity 
can be oflerM to a Man of Perji'h than to caufe liin flcard to be ilinvM ; and thcri.fore, Tnw/iicr, in bin TiaveJii, 
rclatea the Story, that when the Sophi causM an AmballUdor of Aiu-eng-xth\ to be u»*d in tliis Manner, telling Jiiin, 
that he wao not worthy to wear n Beard, the Emperor (even in the Mnniier as VamH here did) moft higlily rcfcntcd 
tl»c Aflront. thiic wno done to iiim in the Pcrfon of hio Ambailiidor. And, nn fliaving DamUrt Anibafladora was 
defcrvadly nccoiintcd a grievous Aflront, fo tlic cutting oiK half the Beard (which innde them look iliJI more ridiculouj.) 
wan a great Addition to it, where Ikardu were held In great Veneration ; and, wlierc long Hahito ddwn to the Hccia 
were worn (cfpeciuily by Pcrfono of Oiilinflion) without any llrecchc* or Drawem, the cutting ihcir Grament;), even 
10 the Middle, thereby to expofn their NMfieft, wan fuch a brutal and JhaHielcfii liifult, ao would badly btccnic 
a Man of Oa'uhrfi martial Spirit, and jull ScntimentH of Hononr, to have tamely pafiiM by- Patrick'^ and Culma'^ 
Coinmcntarica, 

-|- 7*Jic Manner of Building, in all eaprn Countricu, wa« to have their llov\k^ Jlaln^Pih with tsl'ermfu and 
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A. M. of his Palace to take the frefh Air, he 



The Hiftory of the BIBLE, 



Bo OK V 




Anct^Chrift. chanc'd to * efpy a beauteous Woman 

bathing herfelf in her Garden. The un- 
guarded ICing, as foon as he faw her, was 
fmitten ; and, enquiring who flie was, 
was inform'd, that fhe was Batbjheba^ 



AntmieL 



Wife 



Uriah f the Hitiite^ an Officer in his 
Army, who was then with ^oab at the 
Siege of Rabbah, David fent for her, 
lay with her, and difmifs'd her : But, in a 
fhort Time, finding herfelf with Child, 
(be appriz'd him of it, and defir'd him 




withal to confult her Honour and Safety Pitch, that he did not doubt but that the 



concerning the Condition of the Army, 2 Sam 
and the Advances of the Siege, he order'd ' 
him to go home, -f* and rcfrefh himfelf 
after his Journey, and fent an handfomc 

Collatio7t after him for his Entertainment : 
But fo it was, that, inflead of going near 
his Wife, he chofe to fleep in the Guard- 
Room, 

DAV ID was inform'd of this the 
next Morning ; and was therefore refolv'd 

to make ufe of another Expedient. He 
invited him to fup at his own Table, and 
prevail'd with him to drink to fuch a 



in devifing fome Means to conceal it. 
Hereupon he fent a Dilpatch to Joab for 
Uriah to come to him, as if he had fbme- 
thing particular to enquire of him ; but 
his whole Intent was to give him an 
Opportunity of lying with his Wife, that 
fo the Child, when it was born, might be 
reputed his. Uriah came 5 and after the 

King had aflc'd him fome few Qucftions 



Heat of the Liquor would have inflam'd 
Appetite^ 2sA made him go home to 
his Wife 5 but Hill he lay in the Guards 
RoojHy and, in Excufe to the King, fald, 
that he thought it was his Duty fo to do, 
while the reft of the Soldiers were en- 
camp'd : So that, finding himfelf ftill 
dilappointed, the King order'd' him at laft 
back to the Army, and * lent with him 

l^etters 



Parapet Wall, for the Conveiucncc of walking in the cool Air ; and, as David^a Palace was built on one af the higheA 
Places of Mount ^/V/r, he might cafily look' down upon the lower Parts of the Town, and take a View of all the 
Gardens, that were witliin a due Difiance. Le Clerc*^ Commentary. 

i 

♦ This Jupiter is faid to have teen Projerpina v/2Si\\ti% hetkM, and cxpofing her whole Body- to his View, which 
inflam'd his Luft after her : 

But whether it was in her Garden, or Court- Yard, overlooks by the Palace, or in fonie Apartment in, her Houfc, 
whofe Windows opcn*d that Way, that this Woman bath'd herfelf, is not fo certain. Tradition points out the Place 
of a Fountain Aill called after her Name, which would make it probable, that She bath'd in a Garden, did not 
Jofrphus cxprcfaly declare, tliat it was in her own Houfc, as indeed the natural Modcfty.and Decency of her Sex, as 
well as the Circumilance of the Time (for tlicn it was Evenwg) make his Account more probable ; nor can it be 

1 

doubted, but that the declining Rays of the Sun, (liooting into the inmoH; Rcccffcs of her Chamber, and throwing 3 
great Luftrc around her, might difcovcr her very clearly to very dillant Byes, without the Xtnii Sufpicidn, on her Part, 
of any PoHibility of being fccn, and, confcquently, with nil the Refcrve of Modeity proper to her Sex. Tiic Hidory 

of the Life of King Da'vid, Vol. III. 

•|- Uiiah, though an H'tttUe by Nation, was profeljuH to the Jewoifi? Religion, and fo, marrying with a yeuoijh 
Woman, Iiv*d in yerufalem ; or, afi he was one of the King's Life-Guard, whicli, for Rcafons abovc-mentionM, feem 

to have been nil Natives, and of the 7'ribe of Judah^ this additional Name might perhaps be given him, for fome 
gallant Aflion atchicvM agninft the HiiiUes, in the fame Manner as a Romatt» in After- Ages, came to be .called j^fri- 
canus, Qertmmicm, Parihtcus, Ac. npon Account of Viflories obtained over the 4frUam, Germam, or Partbiam. 
Ciilmct^h Commentary. 

•|- The Words in tlic Text arc, ■ 6V danm to thy Uojifc, and ^vnjh ihy Fret, 1 Sam. xi. 8. for in thcfc Countries, 

wlicrc it was not tlic Cuitora to wear Sliocii, but SandaU only, and, in fouic PJacen, to go bare-foott wa/iiing the 
J**cet wnti a j*rcnt Refrcflnncnt after n journey, und a common Compliment, that the Mailer of the Houfe ufunlly 
nindc to any Stranger at his firll Kntrancc. But this Cuflom of wnfliing the Feet, was not only after a Journey, to 
ck'anfc them from Dirt and Duft, but very nuich iisM lilcewife, before People fct down to Meat : and therefore 
Oa'vhV^ Meaninji in the ICxpieHion, iti, that Uriah ilioiiUl ju) down, ;ind fcall with hifl Wift; (for which llcafon ha 
lent n 0///;//W/ to hiii Ilcmfu) and, after fo long an Abfencc, indulge himfelf in lier Company, l^ox J}a<uid*Q inten* 
tion hitherto was, neither lu murthcr Vriab, nor marry Jiia WiJi.*, but only to ficrecn her Honour, and hia own Crime. 
Calmft'& Commentary. 

* Jt may be thought pcrhapfi, that Uriah fufpe£led fumctliing of hiu Wife's Adultery, and therefore, refolvinj; 
that it (lunilil be diicoverM, wonhl lun Iju prrrinidtd to j-u down (o lii;i Ilonfc; HuL if lie ih'd, he certainly aiHal tlio 
I'iirt tjf a tnirty SL-rvant, vvlicii he would not open ilic Kiin*'ii Letter to know wJi.it waa in it, tlion^jlj, ujujn Sup- 
polition (hat lie fufpeflcd in'u (rimhml Commme with Jiia Wile, lie had Reufou to fxpedl no (Juod. 'J'Jiia putw one 

naturally 



Cha^. IV. Jrom the Ilraelites enuring Canaan, to the building of th^ Temple 
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A. M. 
Z949» 

Ant. Chrift, 
1055, €3*r. 




Jilt taking of 
Kabbah} and 
criteUyuJiijg it. 



Letters to yoalfy wherein he commanded 
him to manage Matters fo, that Uriah 
might be kill'd by the Aenmtnifes^ which 
accordingly came to pais : For, in an 
Aflault upon the Town, Uriahs being 
deferted by the other Soldiers, who had 
private Orders to retire when the Onfet 
began, * fell immediately by the Enemies 
Sword. 

As foon as TJriah was dead, Joab lent 




which fiippIyM the Town ; and then lent 2 Sam 
a Courier to acquaint the King, that the 
City was reduc'd to the utniiofl Extremity ^ 
was In tio Condition to hold out much 
longer, and therefore he delir'd him to 
come in PerfoTiy that he might have the 
Honour of taking it The King, accord- 
ing to his Generates Defire, went with a 
ftrong Re-inforcement, took the Place by 
Storm, gave the Plunder of it to his Sol- 



an Exprefs thereof to the King, \yho diers, but referv'd to himlelf what belong'd 



return'd him Orders to carry on the Seige 

with more Vigour, until he had made 
himlelf Mafter of it 5 and then to ra^e it 
even with the Ground, and to put all the 
Inhabitants to the Sword, without Iparing 
fo much as one Man. Upon this Order, 
yoalf advanced his Approaches, and re- 
newed his Affaults every Day, until he had 

got PoffelEon of the Water-^Works^ 



Xo tlie King, among whicli was the Crown 
of ineftimable Value, Having thus wafted 
the City, and divided the Spoil, he put 
the Men, who had held it out agalnft 
him, to tho moll exquifite Torments i and 
other Places, that would not immediately lur- 
render, he treated with the lame Severity. 



Upon the Death of Uriahs his Wife Nathan 
Batbjbeba pretended to mourn for him ; ^anTt^teatens 

but Punl/^J'- 
Ptetjts upon him 
for his Sins, 
fwhich accord' 

natutally in Mind of the Story of BdhrophonH carrying Letters from Pratas to his Father-in-law Jahaies, ICing of in^fy<v;ere exe- 
Lycia, with an Order to kill him i from whom it came into a Proverb, to carry BellerophonV Leiiers, or a Z>/«/^- cuied. 
Warrant againft one*s felf, according to that Paflagc in Piautus : 

Aha f Belhraphontem jam tuus me fecit Filius, 

Egomet Tabellas detuli ut vincirer. JBacchid* 
For the Fate of Uriah and Beilerophon are fo very much alike, that the Fable of the laiter feems to be founded upon the 
Story of the former. Seiieropbott, who, as fome SeboUafls think, ihould be read Boulepberon (a Council- Girrier; was a 
Stranger at the Court of Pn^tus, as Uriab (beiiig an Hitttte) was at the Court of Da'vid, He decIinM the Embraces 
of Sthetioh^ca, Sis Uriah did the Bed of Bathfi^eha i and was, for that RcafoD, fcnt tojobates. General of Pra-tus^a 
Army, with Letters, which contained a Direftion Co put him to Death, as Uriah was fent to Joah, Dan;id\ General. 
By Johates he was fent, with a fmall Guard, upon an Attack, in which it was intended he ihouhi be flain, as Uriah 
was by Joab^ to that, in which he fell. The main of the HiAory is the fame in both 1 the Similitude of Jobaiu 
and Joah^h Name is very nimarkable ; and the Variation in the whole only lies in fome fuch Ornamental Embelliili- 
mcnts, as might well be cxpe£led in a Poetical Compofition. Calmet^ Commentary, and The Hifiory of the Life 



of King Da^vid, 

* The Fate and Fall of the gallant Uriah is thus related by Jofspbtu : 



Jeab put Uriah upon a defpcrate 



■ f 



•* Forlornt and, to cover his JOcfign, gave him fcvcml brave Men to back him, with a Promife to fupport him witJi 
' ' the whole Army, in Oifc there were any PofTibiiity of entering the Town ; and, at the fame Time, recommended 
•* it earneflly to him, to maintain the Keputation he had already acquired with the JCing and the Army, by ac^ 
quitting himfcif gallantly upon this Occafion. Uriah, with great Chcarfulneffl, undertook the Poft, wJiilc yoab 
gave his Companions private Ordcrii to withdraw, and leave him, as foon as they found tlicmfclvca in JOangcr. 
The Hebreivs prcfsM hard upon the Wall, and put the Ammonites under a dreadful Apprehenfion, that they would 
'* force the Town ; whereupon the J7/y5>gV threw open their Gates, and made a defpcrate Sally, which was as good 
*« aa a Signal to thofc, that were witli Uriah, to abandon him ; wliicli accordingly tlicy did, and left liim to be cut. 
" to Pieces, lie did all the Execution, that was poflibic to be done by one linglc Man againft Numbers, and, after 
" fcveral Wounds reccivM, fell, lilce a Man of Honour, with his Face to the Enemy." Jenvifh Antiq. lib. vii. c. 7. 

* Sonic learned Men are of Opinion, that thia roynl City of Kahhnh wao lilccwife called the City of IVatirs, cither 
bccaufe it flood upon n River, or was encompafaM with Water I,3oth for its Defence and Delight. But Junius rcndera 
it, that be cut off the Waters^ nvhich fupplfd the Taavn ; which Tranflation not only Jofephus fccma to i'avour, by telling 
Hfl, that Joah fci'/'d on nil the Jl^mdtUts which led into the City ; but Pofyhim (lib. v.) likcvvifc, fpca/cing of the Sicgo 
of this fame Place by Aniioehus, relates the Story, how a certain litftrter difcovcr*d to that Prince a fubtefraneoua 
J»afl:ii';e, through wliich tJic Bffiev'd came to draw Water, which Antiochus llopp'd up, and, by Reafon of their 'J'hirfl:^ 
4:oniptIlM tlieju to fuircndcr. /Wij Annotations, and Calmet^a Commentary. 

* How long Widowjt wcr« to mourn for their ITu/handfl, there is no exprefu Precept in the Law ; but the ufual 

Tinit: for common Mourncr^i wjm no more than fcven P.!)'!! ; and wc cannot fuppofc that Bathptla waa jniich longu';, 
ron(i(li'rin}<; the Kcafuu wc have to apply to lier the Words of J.ueati: 

I<acryina!i non fpontc cndenCeu 



Kfliidit, genn'tufquc exprclHt pcftorc I;L-t{». 
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Tbe Hijiory of 



I B L E, 



B o o K V, 




A. M. but it v/as not long before David fent for 
Ant^^Chrift. her, -f- and declared her his Wife : And 
1055. .this State he continu'd without any 

Moleftation, or Apprehenfion of having 
done wrong for the Space of feveral Months, 
till at length God fent.-f: Nathan the Pro- 
phet to rouzc him out of his adulterous 
Lethargy, and, by * 'an elegant Par able ^ 




to rcprefent the Bafenefs and Wickedneft of i^rom 2 Sam 
what be had done, and to make him pror 
nounce Sentence againfl: his guilty felf. 

. D A F"/!) -accordingly condemns him- 
felf, and confeffes his Guilt, and humbly 
begs Pardon for what he had done : 
Whereupon Nathan was fent again to 
inform him, that God had pardon'd his 

Tranlgreffion, 



f According to the Jenuijh Doflors, it was utterly unlawful for any to marry another Man's Wife, in Cafe he 
had' dcfifd her before. The canonical Law declares fuch Marriages null and void, as are contra^led between an adul- 
terous Man, and a Woman, that was Partner with him in the Crime ; and, tho* the Law of Mofes does not exprefsly 
forbid them, yet we may not thence infer, that they were permitted among the yews,. For thcfe Reafons^ fome 

have thought, that this Marriage DavU tmd Baih/beba was null and invalid; but others, upon better Gounds, 
have iuppos'd, that, though there were many criminal Circumftances attending it, yet thefe did not vacate its EiFedt, 
and, in fliort, though it ought not to have been done, yet, being done, the Marriage was good, and the Children, 
which were afterwards born, were legitimate. Caimti'*^ and Patrk^^ Commentaries, 
f Wc learn h'ttic more of this great Man in the facred Writings, - but that he was David^s Prophet, intimate 

CounfcIIcr, and Hiflorio^mphcr. yofiphus fays of him, tliat he was a polite and a prudent Man, one, who knew 
how to temper the Severity of Wifdom; with Swcetncfs of Manners. And Grotius compares him to Manius Lepidus, 
of whom Tacitus fays, that he had a Talent of turning away Tihrius'*s Mind from thofe cruel Purpofes, to which 
the vile Flattery of otliers inclined him, and was, at the fame Time, in equal Favour and Authority with him. 
J^athatii certainly Jcncw the Art of reproving Kings with Authority, and yet, without giving Offence. So far from 
that, lie grew in hii Prince's Favour and Eftimation, as long as he liv'd ; ivfifmtcb^ that Da'vid (as Traditio?; tells us) 

called one Son after his Name, and committed another (even his bclov*d Solotnen) to his Care and Tuition. The 
Hiftory of the Life of King Damid, Vol. Ill, 

* There is a Pa/Iiige of Stneea, (Kpift. 59.) where he treats of. the Stile £t for philofophiik Writing,, which fuits fo 
well with this Parable of Nat/Waft's, that I chufe to give it in his own Words, as a iic Preamble to the Ihort Comment, 
which follows, of it. Jitveino^ \U(\n\i Imagine it quihus fi qtiis nobis uti •vetat, Poctfs ilias felis judicat pjfe conee^as, 
itetninem tnihi 'vidctur fx antiquis iegiffe^ apud quos nondtim capiaL&iur plaujihilis Qratio* lUi, qui Jimpliciter, isf demon^ 
Jirnndte lies eattiei iogiiebantur, ParaBeHs referii funt, qitas exijlsmo neeeffariasy mn ex eitdem Causa, qua Pe'efis^ fid ut 
hnhcctliiatis ttoflrar adminicula fint, ^ ut difientem 6f audientem in rem prefintem addueant : For Parables, like Hi- 
ilorics, wherein wc have no Concern, are heard with more Attention, and are fo contrivV, as to give no Offence, 
even the' they provoke the Man, to whom ihcy are addrcf&M, to condemn himfelf. T/?ere ijjere trwo Men in one City^ 
the me rich, and the other poor i ^nd the rich Man had excteding tttany Flocks and Herds j as David iiad many Wives and 
Concubines, with whom he might iiave well been fatisfyM, without violating another Man's Bed ; but the poor Man 

had nothings Jaatc one Utile Eive Lamb, n.vbich he had bought and nourifljcd up, Bathjheha, very likely, was the only 
Wife that Uriah had, witii whom lie was highly pleas'd and delighted, and flie very probably with Jiim, until David's 
l*cmptation8 had pcrvciicd her Mind# And it greiv up together 'with him, and 'with his Children', it did eat of his 
envn Meati, and diink of his o*iu» Cup, and lay in his Bofom, and was ttnto him as a Datighter. Nathan, in Jiis Rcfem- 

bbnce, c.innot be faid to Jinvc furpafuM tliCjTruth, confidcfing how fond many Perfons were anciently, not only of 

I^ambi, but of fcvcnil other Crcniurca, which they fu/Tcr'd to cat with them at their Tables, and lie with them in 
their Beds ; and that even at this Day it is a Cuftom in Arahta^ (which is contiguous to yndtva) to have one of the 
iinell Lamba in the J'JocIc brought up in the Houfe, and fed with the Children. And there came a Tra*vell4r to the 
rich Man : This denotes Dav/d^n Oraggling Appetite, which he fiiffer*d to wander from his own liomc, and to covet 
'another Man*a Wife : And of this Appetite the yc^vi/h Doflors have this Obfcrvatlon, that " In the Beginning it is 
*' but a '^IVavclk-r, but in Time it becomes a Guell, and in Conclufion is the Maflcr of the Uourc." Jud he J^iared 
take of hifl own I'lock, and his oivu Jictds, wlicrcwilh he might Jiavc fatisfyM hiu Appetite, but took the poor Meats 
Lamb, ami drrffed it for the nvny faring Man, that nuas cotne to him. Moil Commentators here take Notice, that 
Nitthnn did not j>o TtJ far in the Parable, ns to fay any Thing of the rich Man\'i killing the poor Man. Thin certainly 
wonhl liavt: niiuh: the Jicfemblnncc more compleat, but it is therefore omillcd, that Da'vid niii^ht not fo readily 
apprchcml M///'////;! Mcanin^j, and fo he inducM unawares to pronounce ;i Sentence of Condemnation upon himfcIf; 
whert'iiiH)ii ilu: I'laphct had a fair t>j)portnnity to iliew hin», that, if the rich Man, who look away the poor Man'fi 
Liinib, dfftMvM Death, according to his own Judgment, hoiv much more did he deferve it, who had not only taken 
luiothi-'r A'laii'ii Wifr', hut ciiui.M him to bo flain iikcwifo by the jMicmicn of Ifracl. J*/ttrick'ti Commentary. 

'|- It may vriy wtll bi; aflcM, Iiow God Co readily came to forj^^ivc />^/wV/, when he acknowlcdj^jM hh 'J'ran(|<;rffli()n, 
and yi:t (lid not (oiy.ivo A'^;//, tho' he made the like Confdlion, IhawefinuedV lUit ihc AiiCwcr if) ohviou.'t, that, be 
the l<'oini of isxprelliiMi what it will, uulefii it proceed:! from the Sincerity of the Heart, the {;reat Searcher of Menrtfl 
will nut i'{ (»ard it. Tlu? true lleafon therefore, why tV./w/ could not obtain a Ucvocaiion of liin Sentence of Ut'jeflion, 

w:i\ hi'ctiili; hi'i Rcpcntjiioc wan not fniceie ; il did not proceed fioiu au hurubli: and contrilt! iSpiiil. At lli>' 'auic? 
'I'lnif lh;it Iir at l^iwiv;li'dj'M )ii!j Min, he dc/lrM i\tiwuel to Inmour hint /v/w/v the Viopb', uixd pei/illal in hiii J^ifDljcdiaict* 

cvL-i altri : Where.u. iht'vid, on the contrary, humbled himfelf, wrpt, and lamented for hit* Sin, and of hij IVnitence 

hau 
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A. M. Tranfgref^ion, -y/jsr. the eternal . Punifli- 
Antl^Chrift. mcnt due to his Tranlgreffion God had 
1055, l3'c. j-g^jt-ted, but the * temporal fhould be 

inflidled on him : That therefore the Son 
.(for by this Time BathJ}:>eba was brought 
to-bed of a Son) begotten in this adulterous 
Congrefsj fliould not live 5 that feveral of 
his Family fhould come to an untimely 
Death 5 that feme one of his Sons ihould 
rife up in Rebellion againft him 5 and his 




Wives be deiil'd publickly 
the Sight of all the World, becaiife he 
had given fuch Scandal to his o.wn People, 
and *f- fuch Occafion to the Enemies of 
God to blafphe}ne. ■ ^ . 

Nor was it long before Part of this 
Sentence began to be executed upon him ; 
For the Child, which he had by BatA- 
J&eba, was taken fick and died. While 



fafted 



if 



iias left us a perpetual and eternal Monument in P/a/m li. Haw Mercy upon me, O Go<i, after ihy great Goodnefi ; 
according to the Multitude of thy Mercies, do away mine Offences, «wafi me thorough^ /ram my f^icAedaefi, and cleanfi me 
from my Sin, 

_ __ ^ 

* In the Threats, which God orders Nathan to denounce againft David, the Expreflions are, • — ■ I liiill raifi up 

E'vil againft thee out of thine oiun Houje, and 1 wjill take thy Wi'ves before thine Eyes, and ginje them unto thy Neighbour^ 
and he Jhall lie twith thy JVin^es in the Sight af the Sun ; but thou didft it fecretly, but 1 ivill do this Thing Before all Ifrae]* 
and before the Sun, z Sam. xii. ii, 12. Where the Words, I 'will raije up, J uaili take, I will do, do not denote 
any pofitive Atflions of God, as if he prompted wicked Men to do the fame Things, wherewith he threatens Da^vid, 
infomuch that, without fuch prompting, they would not have done them, but by it were neceiljtated to do them : 
Such a Confiruflion as this is injurious to the Divine Attributes, and makes God the Author of Evil, But the true 

Meaning is, — That God, at that Time, faw the perverfe DifpoAtion of one of his Sons, and the crafty 

Wih'nefs of one of his Counfellor.% which, without reftraining them, would not fail to create David no fmall Un- 
cafinefs : And therefore, becaufe Z)«wV had violated hia Law, and, to gratify his Lu/l:, had committed both Adultery 
and Murther, God would not interpole, but fufTcr^d the Tempers of thefc two wici^ed Pcrfons to follow their own 
Courfe, and have their natural Swing ; whereupon the one, being ambitious of a Crown, endeavours to depofe his 
Father, and the other, willing to make the Breach irreparable, advis'd the moft dctcUcd Thing he could think of. 

4 

This indeed was the very Thing that God had foretold, but, without any Impuiatioii upon his Attributes, we may 
fay, that God can fo difpofe and guide a Train of Circumllances, that the Wickcdntrfs of any A£lion fliall happen in 
this Manner rather than another, tho* he do not infu/c into any iWan the Jf^iU to do wickedly. Torrents ttequstia, ut 
fc hquar, (for I give you the Commentator's own Words, becaufe there is Something very accurate in them) nuUas 

<vircs addit, fed impeditt ne hac, potius quarn iUac, perumpat i ciycumftantiafque omnes'(qut^ nihil <vitii in fe hahent) ita 
dirigii, ^ modcratur, ut cerium qucndam e-veiitum (onfequaniur. Sunt autem iimumerev ejufmodi circumjlantice, quihus fiihii 
itsefi niali, ^ quihus tarn en res, pro Dei arhitrio, *variantur i deoque funt non pamiores miee, quihus omnia regat, Jstse uUu 
'uirtututn fuarum itnminutione, £9' itei, ut Hbertatem interea peecandi attt parendi homitsibus relinquat. So that /rom fuch 

i 

Scripture-Phrafes as thefc, we may not infer, that God either does, or can do Kvil, but oniy^ that he permits that 

Evil to be done, which he foreknew would be done, but might have prevented, had he pkasM ; or, in other Terms, 
tliat he fuHcrii Men, naturally wicked, to follow the Bent of their Tempers, without any Xnterpofition of Jiis Providence 
to rcftrain tliem. he Clerc"^ Comnfientary. 

f David^B Crime, which at iirll was fecrct, was in Time difcoverM, and the Report of it carry 'd to the neigh- 
bouring Nations. The Syrians, the Jtmnonites, the Moabiies, the Edomites, the P/jiliJlinei, People whom lie had 
fubdu*d, and who, out of pure IVlnlicc, had always a jealous Eye upon his Conduft, would not fail upon this Oc- 
calion to murmur, and fay, " Mow could God tlius favour an Adulterer and Miirthcrcr ? WJicre is his Jullice, and 
'( his Providence? Is tliis the God, who is faid to be fo equitable in his Dealings with Men, and fo (cveto an Avenger 
*' of Iniquity, and yet makes Choice of fuch a MonAer as this to govern liis People ? U'Jiis is tlic Daastd, the Man 
" /j/ter God's aivtj Heart, wliom Jie jneferrM before Saul, on wliom Jie Jiath pour'd down innumerable Bk^Hings, and 
*' for whom he liatli iniuiy licli rronurc:; in Rcfcrvc ; and yet did Sm/l ever commit fuch Jioirid Enormities as tliis 
*• Man has done, and lliU continues to be the l^nvourite of God?" Such Kc/Ictitiona (we may rcafonably imagine) 
would Difvid^s Tranfgreliions liave occafionM among Strangers, and Kncmies, who might tlience be inducM to defpifc 
a Religion tlicy were accpiainted witli, and wJiich he, wJ»o fliould Ikivc been its main Support, fo Httk* regarded. 
Cithm.t\\ Conimcntiiry. 



* Dan)id\ A6la of Humiliation for his Sins arc thus dcfcrib'd by Salvian (de (Mem. Dei) ** Me put ofi'Iiiji Purp/ 
" threw aw.'iy liid Royiil Ornauicntir, laifl down hiu Diiulcm, wholly flripp'd himfulf of hiu KingHiip, and .-jjijicarM 
" ;» Penitent, in a A]tialitl, niL-fii] Garb, /hfting, lying on the Ground, confcfling, mourning, rejicntinjv. rl<:prrcaliiig, 
" OjV. and yci, witli all Iii:. lliuniliation iind Compuiidion, he could not obtain a Rcvocniioii of tin':) J'nni/hinirnt." 
Diu why ihould ihc Dc.iili of thi;. Child, who, Iiad he liv'd, would have been a perpetual ^'IoullUl^.'nt uf (luilt, and a 
TJranrl of hifanjy upon In's I»arc»lt. be accounted by Da'vid fo yrv.nt a Piujiflinu nt ? The true Way (o account for ihi«, in 
toaCcrihc it to yW/V'H i'.xccCu of I'.-iilion for yW/^/^r, which fo nroti|>;ly auuchM liim torvrry ( Jllf.pring of her\i, 
made hiui f<)i}M;t cvi'ry 'i'liiiig in thi'i Oiild, but tliat Mntivt: of iMidfarnirnt. Iklidci tJirN, there i:; fonu-thing in 
liuinan NaluK-, which proMij-ti; n.-j 10 rate ']'hiiii',!i uflL-r a Manner (iirminp.ly iiiiaccountablo ; and lo clUtuati' tlicni, uut 

accoidint"; to their real Worth, but according to the lixpcncc or I'roublc, or even ihc OiUicili thiy coll ua. Nor 

Jhuuia 
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The Hijlory of the BIBLE, 



Book V 



■A- ^ if pojflibly he might appeafe the divine 

Am. Chrift. Wrath, and intercede for its Life $ but 
lojs, l^c. ^jjgj^ £j dead, he acknowledg'd the 

Juftice of God, and, chearfully fubmit- 




DAV I H had feveral Sons, but onlyF^^mzSam 
one Daughter that we read of ^ whofe ijl-^^^^ 
Name was ramar, (Sifter to Abfalom, by 
Maacha, the Daughter of Talmai King^''*'^^°^'- 



Solomon h 

horn* 



ting to his Will, made his ardent Suppli- of -f- Gejlmr) a Princefs of excellent Beauty, 
cations to him, that thp Remainder of his and with whom Amnon^ his eldeft Son by 



Afflictions might be mixed with Mercy. 



Que 



This in fome Meafiire was done 5 for, and pin'd away with an hopelefs Defire 
in a proper Space of Time, he had another of obtaining her ; till at Length, by the 



Coiifi* 



Son -f by Bathjheba^ who was nam'd -f- j Advice and Contrivance of Jonadab 
SolomoTiy in Confidence of the Promife 
which God had made; that his Reign 

Ihould be crown'd with Peace : But this | ment, where, -f notwithftanding all her 
did not hinder the Divine Juftice from Intreaties and Expoftulations with him. 



Means 



being true to its Threats, as well as its 

Promifes. 



he firft ravifh'd her,^ and, when his bruti/h 
PalEon was fatis^'d, in a fuUen Humour 

fbid 



iliould it be forgot, that this cxcc/Tive Mourning did not proceed /imply from the Fear of the Lofs of the Child^ but 
froih a deep Scnfc of his Sin, and of the divine Difpleafure manifefled in the Child^s Sicknefs, and particularly 
from a juft Apprehenfion of the Injur/, which he had done the Infant by his Sin. and which he thought himfelf 
bound in Juftice, by Prayer and Incerceffion, as much as he was able, to repair. PatrUICz Commentary, and Pooie's 
Annotations. 

-f- Jt is very obfervable, that in the whole Compafs of this Story> there is not a Word faid either of Bathjhelt^^ 
Guilt or Puniflimcnt ; but this might be, becaufe, as to the Matter of her Hufband*s Death, ihe was innocent i to the 
Adtdteryy which /he committed, flic was ehtic*d by the Offers of a powerful King; and in the Caiamitiei which befel 
him, ilie, no doubt, had her Share, and felt her Punifhment. Patrick^^ Commentary. 

\ The Word Sohmon is pfoperly dariv'd from Scbalovt, which iignifies Peace^ intimating, that his Reign Jliould be 
peaceable \ but, by God's Appointment, Nathan gave him another Name, f/a:. Jedidiah, i. e. the Beloved of God, 
The Scripture however, never calls him by this Name, but only by that of Solomom for whax Reafon we cannot tell, 
unlcfs we may fuppofe, that the People, being long harrafs*d In War during his Father's Reign, might be plcasM 
with this Name, and ufe it rather than the other, to intimate their Hopes and longing Deiire of Peat^. And tot 
this Reafon (among otliers) it may be inferred, that Solomon was born after the ConcUifion of the AsHmonitifly War, tho* 
the facrcd Hiilory takes Occafton from the Death of UathfiebtCs Firft-bortt, to relate that Event firA. Not long after 
this, Da*vid had another Son by Bathfieboj (z Sam, v. 14. and 1 Chron. iii. 5.] whom he called Nathan^ after the 
Name of the Prophet ; and of thcfc two Chrtjl was born, tho* in dif^rent Lines : For Jofeph^ his fuppos'd Father, 

came from Solomon, as Ma/thetJU (Chap, i. Vcr. 6, 7.) relates it; and Mary, his real Mother, came from Nathan, aft 
it is in St Luh, Chap. iii. Ver. 31. Le Clere^a Commentary, and Bedford^ Scripture Chronology, lib. v. c. 4. 

'\ The Borders of the GeJhuriUs and Maaeathites (as we read Jofi. xiii. 1 1, 13.) were given by Mofes to the l/tae- 
IUe$^ that featcd thcmfelves on the of Jordan i nevetthftlefs the Cl^iMrett of Ifracl expel/ed not the GcdmritUB and 
Maaeathites, In/ ihfy diveli among the Ifraclitcs unto this Day: From whence it is evident, that the Cities of Geflmr and 
Maacah, the two Capitals of two fmall Kingdoms, lay within the Borders of the Land of Ifraeh And tlio' ic docs not 
appear Iiow they were fituatcd in rcfpeit of each otlier, yet it is certain, that they botli lay on the South Side of Mount 
IJbanus, in tlie North Part of t\\t Hay^Tribe of Manaffeht and on the Bajl Side of the River Jordan. iyeiV& Geography 
of the Old IVftamcnt, Vol. Ill, 

l" Vij'i^inB of the iJ/W-ro);*?/ were kept fcclufc in Apartments fcparatc from the Commerce of Men, into which not 
only Strangers, but even their own Fatliera were not permitted to enter. Amnan however, at fome Time or other, had 
f(rcii the beautiful Caviar, or othcrwifc he could not have conceived fo Arong a Pa/Tion for her. Upon fome certain 
Cfrftuonitil Occafiuns indeed, it was cuflomary for the young Women to walk out, and Hicw thcmfelves ; but, con< 
/j(lcrit>ir tlicir clofe Confinement at other Times, it was hardly poflibic for A/nnon to find an Opportunity of declaring 
his Pallton^ niucli more of gratifying it; and therefore, out of pure Dcfpnir, he pinVl himfelf into n Con/uMpttou^ 
CV;///;<"/'ii Coiuinentnry. 

•|- yonaditb wat. the Son of Shirneah, the Brother of David. 

I TJicre 10 fomething fo moving, and the Arguments are fo ftrong, in Tarnar*ii Speech to Amon, that one would 
alinoll wonder why it did not prevail witli him to defift. Nay, my Brother, do not force me. lUxc flic reniindu iiim 
of l)t» Relation to iicr, for wliicli llie hopM ho would have fuch a Reverence, aa not to meddle witli licr, tlio^ flic hcr- 
(clf were willing, much lefu to ofl'cr Violence to her, which it was abominable to do even to a Strnngcr, much more 
ff» one of the iiime lilooil. For m fuch Thin^ otjght to be dene in Ifrael. Whatever other Nations did, who had not the 
KiKtwIcilj'.c of (iod*» f.awn» flic bcy,(Jofhini to confidur, that tlicy bnth bflon[;M to a Nation, which wan Ood^w /urw/zWr 
/Vf'/'A-, Jiail been iiiltnuHed better, aiul therefore Jliould atl othcrwifc. Do not thou this ftdly. She pr/iyn liiin (bt'/iclfu 
the ^iciiudal it would give) to recoiled with himfelf on thcXIcinoufncfa of the Crime, and how highly oil'enlive ic 

I vvuulii 
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A. iVf. -f- bid her be gonej and when fhe remon- I Jollity) he invited , his. Frfends and Rela-J J^'om zs^iti 



Ant.^chTift. ftrated the ill UfagCi had her turned out by j tionsj and, with the King's Confent (tho* 
r^X^ main Force. hlmfelf declin/d g6ing) all .the. Princes of 



h to XIX. 




far ^vhich he * In this mournful and diftracled Con- the Bloody and mpre efpecially his Brother 

Vrifxltlei^^ dition Tamar repairs to her Brother ^bfa" ^nnon^ to his Country-Seat at Hiixori 

Abfalom. j^^^^ and teJls him the whole Trarifadlion wherej while they were engag'd iii Feaft-^ 

of her Rape: But her Brother^ tho' natu- ing and Drinking, his Servants, .by his 

rally a Man of an high Spirit, advis'd her Direction^ and throngh the Promife of an 

to be filent in Point of Prudence, betaufe Impunity, fell upon j/hnnoh^ (as jihfaloni 

her Ravijher was Heir apparent to the gave the Signal) and imlnediately diipatch'd 

Crown i and himfelf fo ^ artfully con- him. This put the reft of the Princes 

ceal'd his own Refentment, that every into fach at Corifternation, that they made 

one bdiev'd he had taken no Notice of it. the beft .of their Way from the Houfe, as 

I 

But about two Years after, under the expedling the like Fate j and the King; 

Pretence of a Sheep-fliearing Entertain- I when he heard the firft News of the 
ment, (which, in thofe Countries, us'd Thing, (fuppofing that Abfalom had kill'd 
to be attended with great Mh*th and I all the teft of his Brothers) was thrown 

into 

\Vou!d be to the Divi'rie ^^aje^^y. And /, ivhither fiall 1 canfe iiiy Shawe io go? Sfte Cerccehcs him (bfefiis the 
Sin againft God) to confxder the Difgrace it woiild be to her, wlio, after fuch a foul Aft, muft be a/hamM to JooJc 
any one in the Face. And as for thee, thou Jhalt be as one of the Fools in Ifraef. Lafl.IJ'., She puts him in Mind of his 
own Reputation, which fo vile an Aftion would tarnifh for ever, and make him be looVd upon as a Man void of all 
Senfe, Religion, Honour, and Humanity, Now therefore, I pray thee, f^eak to the Kit^ i for he wiU not isjith-bold me 
from thee. It is a common Opinion among the Jewt0 Doftors, that, in the War which King Damd had with the 
^\x\^f^{ Grjhur, he tocX^ Maacahi his Daughter captive, and (as they fancy their Law aliows, Deut.-x.x\. ii.) lay 
with her for once only, and then begat this Daughter ; but that, upon her becoming a Profdyte to the Je<wifl^ Reli- 
gion, he marryM her, and afterwards had Abfalom, famar therefore being horn while her Mother was a Gentik, 
they fuppofc that fKe was not David's legal Child, and that Amnon confequcntly might marry her : But all this is mcer 
Talic> without any Shadow of Proof. The moft probable Opinion is, that /he was neither ignorant of the Law, 
{Lcwit, xviii. 1 1 ) which prohibited fuch inceftuous Marriages, nor thought her Fathcr*s Power fo great, as that he 
might dij^enfe with the Law upon tliis Occafion, but tXictely that flie faid any Thing, which (he thought would 
pleafe him, to flop Iiis Sollicitations, and rude Attempts, and to cfcapc, for the prcfent, out of his Hands. Patrick^ 

Commentary, and Jenjoifi Antiquities, lib. vii. Ci 8, 

t Intcrprfetcrs feem to be at a great Lofs to find out the Reafon, why Amnfin*% Love to hia Sifter fliould fofoonbe 
converted into fuch an Hatred, as to make him aft fo rudely, fo brutally towards her s but it is no uncommon Thing; 
for Men of violent and irregular Pailions to pafs from one Extreme to another. The Shame, which accompanies every 
bafe Aflion, the Remorfc, and Repentance, and many bad ConfequenccB, that immediately purfue it, make a Recoil 
in every Man's Temper ; and therefore it is no Wonder, that a lihidimus young Man, who would not fpare fo, much 
as his own Sifter, fliouId, after Fruition, and when tlic Ardour of his tuft was /iitisfyM, be feiz'd witli a contrary 
Paliion, and hate tlic Objcft he lovM fo much before, when he came coolly to compare the Vleafure and the Sin toge- 
ther, the5W;</roftheone, nnd the /:/rt»w//&c/S of the other. lU hated his Sipr, when he fliould have hated him - 
fcif ; aud, aa this outrageous Treatment of her made it impoffiblc for hia Guilt to he conccaPd, fo God fccraw to have 
abandonM him to thcTumuIt of his intemperate Mind, on purpofc to make this Puniftimcnt of Da^id'^ Adultery mortj 
flagrant, and the Prophet's Prediaion of raiftng up e<vil to him out of his on.m Ikufi, 3 Sam. xii. 11. more confpicuousi 
CrtWa and Le ciereh Commentaries, and The Hiftory of the Life of King Dantid. 

* The Manner of Tamar's fignifying licr Vexation for the Injury and Difgrace, which her Brother had put upon 
her, iacxprcfsMby hcr/)«///V/f Apes upon ho- Head, zSani.xiii. 19. and that this waa an nntient Curtom, whereby to denote 
one's Grief and Concern for any great Lofs or Calamity, is evident from that Paflagc of tlic i'rophet, concL-rniiig tho 
People of fyrtf ; Ihey fiatt cry bitterly, cnjl Dirt upon their Heads, and wallono themfehes iu the Ajhes, Kzclc.xxvii.30i 
from Achilles^ Behaviour upon the Dcatli of Palrocltis, we have it in JJomer : 

■)iiuci.1o K^aiocGpci^iic, X-^p/*'' 'Z*' -Krpoerws^iC Iliad. xviiL 

And from what MeRtntiut did^ upon the Death of hiu laufusi according to /%//.- 

Caniticm ijnmundo dcforniat pulvcre, ambas 

Ad caelum tcndit pnlnias ' ^ VEneid x. 

1 fty this Means Amtson waa hilPd aflccp into a Belief, that Abfalom would not trouble Iiijn for wlmi^ lie had done, 
becaufc lie did not threaten, nor fo much jis cxpoftuhuc with him, or tnlcc any Notice of what had pafaM, iho', in 
Ucaibn, he ouKht to have been more afraid tliat he was meditating a terrible JU'venge : According to the Lcflbn which' 
the Khufi gave her youm^one, when ilio jierccivM her allrightcd at the Noifcof thu crowing Cod; but regardlefa of tho 
fly Approachea of the .w«:. " TJmt there was no Danger to be fear'd from iiic /luitn ing Cock, but from t^o 
" filtne Cat, prcfcnt Dcalli. /V;/rfV^'fl Commentary* 
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into the utmoft Grief and Defpair, till^ I Murtherer might befay'd^ 



by 



Informa:tion 



Jonadab^ (who Joab introduc'd-; and when flie had told 



The Woman From z Sam. 

i. to xix. 




leems to have been privy to the Defign) her Tale, fb as to induce the King to a 
and' the fafe Arrival of the other Princes, Compliance with her feign'd Petition, £hc 
he was certify'd that Ammon only was j gave him at length to know, that the 
dead J but his Death alone was 



Matter 



Lamentaition 

O M. who I 



Who thereupon J% JS o J-t \j 

"an~d highly bis Father would refent this 



Qfi€r*wards rc 
florid to his 
Father^ J Fa- 
n/our, 



Murther, + 



Mother 



Ge/h. 



Cafe £he had been ftating was Abfalom"^ % 
and that, if in a private Man, the King 

# 

was dilpos'd to be merciful, there was 
much more Reafon for his pardoning his 
own Son, whofe Abfence the People 
lamented, and for whom they had fo ge- 
neral an AffeAion* 

The King, being appris'd that Joab 
had put the Woman upon this Artifice, 
order'd him to recal Abfahmy but -f- con- 
fin'd him to live in his own Houfe, and, 
Purpofe) I as yet, would not feem fo fer reconcil'd to 

him, as to admit him into his Prefence. 
Tekoahy who, -f in a Speech, which he I But, at the End of two Years, Adfalom 



for three Years. But, Length of Time 
having worn out David's Grief, 2s\A^oab^ 
perceiving that he had a fecret DeJfire to fee 
Abfahm again, (if he could but find out 



Woman 



had contrived for her, was to convince the 



Joab 



King, that in fome Cafes the Life of a | a full Pardon, and to introduce him to the 

King, 

•f- Tn the Cafe'of w/^/ Murther, the Law if. That the J*ve»^et' of Bkod /hall Jlay the Murtherer \ tvhen he meetah 
him he Jhall Jlay htm. Numb. xxxv. 21, From whence it feems to follow, that it was not in any Man's Power to 
proteft the <wi//ul Murtherer, bccaufc the Avenger of Bloody i. e. the neareft Relation of the Perfon murtherM, might, 
with Impunity, wherever he met him, kill him. As Ahfalom therefore had committed a defign'd Murther, his own 
Life was every Moment in Danger; and as tliere were no Cities of Refuge in his own Country, that, in this Cafe 
would yield him Proteftion, he was forc'd to flee out of the Kingdom, to his Mother's Father- Patrick^ Commen- 
tary. 

+ 7ehah was a City in the Tribe of Judahy which Jay South of Jerufakm, and about twelve Miles diftant from 
it. And herein docs Jaah'*^ Cunning appear not a little, that he made choice of a fp^oman lather than a Man, becaufe 
Women can more cafily exprefs their Paifions, and fooner gain Pity in their Miferies i a Widow, which was a Condition 
of Life proper to move Compaffion j a grave tVoman^ (as Jofephm calls her) which made her better fitted for addreffing 
the King; and a Woman, /rs/ .^^o'^n «/ Jcrufalcm, but living at fome Diflance in the Country, that the C^fe, which 
flic was to reprcfcnt, might not too readily be enquir'd into. PWf's Annotations. 

t The Art and Contrivance of this Widow of Tekoah'z Speech is very remai-kable. When the Woman ^^Tekoah 
JP&kt to the King, Jfje fell on her Face to the Ground, and did Oheifanee, and faid. Help, O King / And the King /aid to 
her, What Mth thee? And fie /aid, 2 am indeed a mdonu-Woman, and my Hufbaitd it dead, and thy Handmaid had fwa 
Sons, and they tivo fro've together in the Field, and there was none to part them, hut the one /mote the other, and flew 
him i and behold this Family is ri/en again/} thine Handmaid, and they fay. Deliver him that fmote his Brother, that v)t 
May kill him, for the Life of his Brother, nnhom be flev), and *we nvi// defirey the Heir alfo : And fo they fiall quench my 
Coal thai is /e/}, (i. c. deprive me of the little Comfort of my Life which remains, and 19, as it were, a CW buried 
in the Afjes) and ieave to my Uu/lmnd neither Name nor Remainder upon the Earth, 2 Sam. xiv. 4, 6V. Now clie 
Scope of all this Speech was to frame a Cafe, ao lilcc to Da^vid^a as flie could dcvifc, tliat, by prevailing witli him 
to determine it in Jicr Favour, he might be convinced, how much more rcafonable it was to prcfcrvc Cut, 
how plaufible foevcr the Likene/s might be, there was a wide DifKirencc between her Cafe and his : For her Son fas flic 
pretended) wiia llain in a Scuffle with hio Brother ; whereas Amnoft was taken ofT by a prcmcdiiated Murther: Mc was 
flnin in the FicW, wlicre there were no Witncncs, whether the Faa waa wilfully done or no ; whereas all the King^s Som 
faw Anwon barbaroufly murihcrM by hiu Brother: And, lafily, he was her only Son, by whom alone Hie could hope to 
Jiavc her Uuiband'u Name perpetuated j whercis />/».i;/V*fl Family ivao in no Danger of being cxiinfl, even tlio' he 
}iml given up Ahfalom to Jullicc. Hut there was a great deal of Policy in not making the Simiiitude too clofe and 
vifibic, left the King fliould perceive the Drift of the Woman's Petition, before flie had obtainM a Ch ant of Pardon for 
her Son, and cnmetomalcc the Application 10 the King: And tiio', upon her making the Application, the King might 
Jiave arguM the Di/parity of the two Cafca, yet he thought proper to wavL- this, and admit her Reafoning to be good, 
bccaufc Jic wuB aa dcfnous to have Ahfalom rccalj'd, na were any of hiiiSnbjcdls, Putrick'n Commentary. 

t Tiiis fm«ll Severity io Ahfalom, fmall in Comparifon of the 1 Icinoufhefs of hiu Crime, /W./ might think ncccf- 
fary, not only to put him upon a (incen: Kniniliation and Hi-pcntance for what lit: bad done, when ho found that the 
KiuK (indulgent 115 he wan) bad not fully pardonM him ; but to convince the iV-opIc likewifL-. how clctdlable hia Crimo 
wai. ii> the King'u I'Uleem, and bow avcrfc he would be to pafu by the like in another l»erfan, who could nox endure tho 
Sijilit oi ii Son, whofe Jland was de/il'd with n Kroiher'a Ulood. PatiicH^ Comniciitary. 
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A. M. King, who, upon his huilibling himfelf j notwithftanding this^ he would be * fa ^''j^/J^"* 



Antt^chfj^: and begging Pardon, took him up from 

1055, 




obfequioUs and humble, as to ftoop to the 
the Ground, where he lay proftrate, and j meaheft People, that had any Thing to 
gave him a Kifs, as a Token of his For- lay to him 5 would offer his Service to 



givenels and royal Favour. 



foUicit every one's Caufe, that had any 



m Beauty, B S L O M' was Certainly one of Bulinefs at Court 5 and, upon proper Oc- 

^^""^ the moft comely Peffons in all Jfraet, with- cafions, not fail to inftil into the Peoples 

i^h Ta- out the leaft Blemilh from Top to Toe, Minds a bad Opinion of the prefent Admi^ 

and with an Head of Hair (which in thofe 7tiJirafion^ as if the publick Affairs were 



Days was thought a great Beauty) pro- neglefted, but that, if he were at the 
digioufly long and thick, fo that his Per- Helm, Things Ihould be conduced at an 
Ibn drew every one's Eye to him, as foon ( other-guife Rate, 
as he was reftor'd to Favour at Court : 
But, as Amnon^ his eldeil: Brother, was 



llain, and Chileahy his Jecond, by this 
Time dead, he began to look upon himielf 
as preliimptive Heir to the Crown, and 
thereupon to afFe<3: a State and Equipage 
greater than ufual. He provided himfelf 
with Chariots and Horfes, and had a Guard 
of fifty Men to attend his Perfon : But, 



•f* B y thefe Arts and Inlinuations, which 
were advantageoufly fecondedby the Come- 
linels of his Perlbn, (as we faid) and the 
Familiarity of his Addrefi, he gain'd to 
himfelf the AiTeftions of the People, and 

infenfibly alienated them from David, J 
When therefore he imagined that Matters 
were ripe for his Purpofe, he defir'd Leave 
of his Father to go to Hebron^ pretend- 
ing 



* It is an Obrcrvation of Plate, that, when any one intends to make himfelf a tyrant in a popular Stale, he no 
fooner enters on the Government, bat, •n-^o^yzh^,^ t4 dtr'Trd'^^Tctt toa/Ici^, ^ -TnejirvyKavst, h£ /miles upon^ 
and kindly faiutes all Sorts of People, uuhereher he meets them ; avowing, that he hates Tyranny, promifing great 
Things, both in private and publick, ^ T66cr/>' '/a5©^ 7& ^ TidTf^^ /im/ T^Qcr'Tro/iiTu/, and making, as if he 
would be mild, and gentle, and fatherJy to all ; .even as Taatjn relates of O/U, that proiendens mamm, adorare 
^ulgum, jactre ojeula, 1^ omnia fir^tliter pro daminathne i that he us'd toJcifs, and ihalce Hands with any one, court 
and adore the Mob^ and do every little fervile Thing, to get Pofleffion of the Government. Plaio de Repub. 1. 8. and 
Tacit, Hill. h'b. i. 

f It is an Obfervation of Arljlotle in his PoUtich, (lib. v. c. 4.) that all Changes and Revolutions in Government 
are made by one of thefe two Way?, ort [jl^v J^ta ^Uu 'hiJ'i J'l d-7rclr\)u either Force and Violence, or el/t by 
Deceit and Craft: Nor ever was there a Man betier form'd by Nature to manage Matters in this latter Way, than 
\y;iQjhfalot}!, who was a Pcrfon of Courage and Gallantry, of Civility and Courtcfy, young, and wonderfully beautiful, 
defcended from Kings, both by Father's and Mother's Side, and prod/gal enough of large and magnificent Promifcs, if 
ever became to be ICing ; a Charaflcr not unlike that of Turnus in Virgil: 

Hunc dccus egregium forma: mover, atque juvcnt.'c^ 
Hunc atavi xegefl» hunc claris dextera faflis. u^ncid. lib/ vii. 

% This is faid in theTVixt, to have been after firty Tears, z Sam. xv. 7. but where to date the Beginning of tlic 

Some compute them from tlic Time, that tho 

J/raeliies dcm^wdcd a Km^ of Samuel i others, from the /irfl Time, that ZJ^ji^/V wac anointed King; others, from the 
firft Commencement of his Reign over ywrtW/^; and bthcrs again, from the Time, that he took Pofleflion of the whole 
Kingdom. The two latter of tlicfc Opinions are infopportable, becaufe David reignM but forty Ycara in all, and was 
now fo hail and Jicarty, as to be able to walk on Foot; whereas, in the latter End of his Life, Jic was very infirm 
and Sed-rid, The learned U/jtr indeed, makes ihcfc (ony Years to commence from the lime of Dai/id'ti firft Unflion, 
that therefore he was thrcefcore Years old, when this Rebellion broke ont, and livM ten Yuara after it: JJut (with all 
due Deference to fo great Authority) both this, and the other Opinion, that compulcB from tlie 'i'ime tlnit the Demand 
of a King way made, arc for cM, and unnatural ; have no Aiiiniiy to ihcTcxU nor do they fuggdl any Rcafon, why 
the facrcil Hiftorian ftiould begin ins Account of tliis unnatural Rebellion, with an M it came to pafs, thai after forty 
Tears: Whereas, if we confidcr the Account of what went before j hovf jih/akm, by all the Arts of Popularity, a 
fplendid Kquipagc, condcfcenfivc nelmvionr, large rromifcs, and flattering Speeches, had alienated thellcarto.of the 
I'coplc from liia I'luhcr, we cannot but be tempted to think, that there ia an ICrror crept into the Text; that inllcad of 



ft>rty Tears has occafion'd much Difagreement among Commentators 



of 

e. four Years after iliat Jlhfnhm was 



'coplc 

Arhaivi, forty, an our Copies have it, the Word flioiild be Jrla, fanr, only, 
re^UablifltVi in JerufaletH, and had uo'd all Jiio alluring Arts to gain the Kntion^s Afieiiiona, tlie firll Step tl»at he 

look, waa to go to //tfi^/tftf. This makes the Senft: cafy and entire, and is conlirni'd by the Authority of the 
;ind Jrahick Va/ions, the Judgment of fcvcral nblo CritickfU and the 'JVftimony of Jofiphm himfelf, whole Woido 
are. -y-i -ni -Xct'i^li juMrUha.yiiV n^if^rc^u^v \'fc,v \uN ';rucj/?.i?.v^oTc^t'. thvit four Tmri iifter hii father ^was 

rtcondkd to him. this Confpiracy broke out. Cal,m\ Commcnrary, Ijo^veiru IjliHory, in t)ie Notes, and 'Jojiphm'^ 

Jl-'iviJ/j Antiquities, lib. vii. c. tf. 3 
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ine that ht had vo\Ved a Vow in his Exile ^ 1 gain over tc5 his Party; to be ready to take F*"?"* 2 Sam. 

O _ _ 1 ♦ to XIX* 



that, 



God 




ufalem 



offer, in that Place, a folemn Sacrifice of 
Thankfgiving. The King little fufpefting 
his hidden Defign, and being defirous 
that all religious Services (hould be punctu- 
ally perform'd, gave him free Leave to go. 




up Arms, ^f^ as Ibdn, as they {hould hear 
that he was proclaira'd Kingi 

This occafion'd a general Infurredlion. King 
Abfalom was the Nation's Darling j and, 
upon this Summons, . + People flock'd to ^^*reau 

*■ 'IX meets nvtth Ufa' 

him from every Part : So that David^ rhus Kinds of 
who had Intelligence of all this,- thought 



and. wifli*d him a good Journey. Hebron it not fafe for him to continue any longer 

was the Place of his own Nativity, and mjerufakm^^ but, leaving the Place, with 

where the Royal Seat had been, in the Be- a Defign to retire beyond "Jordan^ he was 

ginning of David'^ Reign ; and therefore attended by his Guards, his befl Troops^ 

he thought it the propereft for his wicked and principal Friends. Zadok and Abia- 

Enterprife : And no fooner was he fettled thar the Priefts, underftanding that the 



Emiffii 



King was departed ixomyerufakmy brought 



found the Inclinations of the feveral Tribes, the Ark of the Covenajtt to accompany him 

and to exhort thofe, whom they fliould I in his Diftrefs ; but -f he deiir*d them to 

carry 

•\ The Expreflion in the Text is, m Joon at you hear ihe Sound tf the friimpiU 2 Sam. Xv. 16. which looks as it 
Jthfatom had planted Trumpeters at proper Diftances to take the Sound from one another, and difperfe it over all the 
Kingdom, that fo they, who were Lovers of his Caufe, mi^ht inftantly refort to his Affifiance and Support ; to which 
they were encouraged, no cfoubt, by the Suggcrtions of his ^zn/^r/W, who might perfuade the People, that all this was 
done by the King's Confent and Approbation, who, being aged and infirm himfejf, was willing to rcHgn his Kingdom 
to his cldcft and moft noble Son, who was defcendcd from a King by both Parents. Le CIerc*s Commentary, and 
PooPz Annotatioha. 

't* It would really make one wonder, how any People couU fo eafily abandon a Prince, To brave, To happy, anc^ 
fuccefsful as D/zf/V had been; how they could forget his excellent Qijalities, or be unmindful of the Services he ha^ 
done the Nation ; but for this there may be fome Reafons nflignM. In every Nation there are always fome turbulent 
and difcontcntcd Spirits, who arc uneafy with the prcfent State of Thiogs, and promife themfelves fome Benefit from a 
Change. 5/i«/*5 Party was not as yet entirely extinft, and ^^oa^, who was Do'vid^ P/ i//ie MimJIevy behavM with an 
xnfufrcrablc Pride and Infolcnce. His Crimes, which were very black, and which the King durll not puniih, redounded 
upon him ; and the King himfelf had given his Enemies Umbrage enough againft him, in living with i^athfiehot 
after he had miirthcrM her Hufband : But, what gave the fairctl Pretence of all, Was the ObftrutSiion oiyujlice in the 
Cinjil Adminiftration : For had there not been fomcthing of this, Ahfakm could have had no Grounds for making fo 
loud Complaints. Thefe were fome of the Caufes of fo general a Revolt in the People : AAd yet, after all, there 
might be fomcthing in what Aharhincl imagines, v/s;, That neither Ahfahm^ nor the Elders of I/rael, nor the reft of 
the People, who were miflcd by tiicm, had any Intention to divcft Dtfuid of his Crown and Dignity, much Icfs to 
take away his Life; but only to fubftitutc vi^ Coadjutor to him, for the Execution of the Royal Authority, 

during his Life time, and to be hia Succejbr after his Death. For, as it would have been monilroufly wicked in 
ylb/alom to have dcfignM the Dcflrufliou of fo kind a Father ; fo it is hard to conceive, how he could have gainM to his 
Party fuch a Multitude of Abettors in fo villainous an Enterprife. This however wc may obferve, that i^rt-v/VlookM 
upon their Proceedings {z Sam, xv. 14. and xvi. 11.) as an Attempt upon his Life ; and that (whatever their SivQ: 
Tntcntions were) tliey cnmc at lull to a Rcfolution to have him killiid, to make way fur their own better Security : 

"\Vhicl» may be a fufliclcnt Warning to all Men, m.'vt.T to begin any Thing that is wrong, for fear tliat it nionld Jead 
them to the Comminion of that, which they at firtt abhorr\l, when they iind they cannot be fafc in one WickcdncHt, 
without perpetrating n greater. Calmei^tt and Patrie^*& Commentaries. 

•|- Tho* the Fort of Sion wm very Urong and imprcgnabfc, yet there arc feveral Rcafons which might induce Daa/id 
to quit *Jerufakm. lie had not laid in Provifitma for a long Siege, nor was 'Jenifaicm, in every Part of it, dtfenfihie ; 
and if Ahjahm had once took it, as it was the Capital^ he would foon have been A4afler of the whole ICini^dom. 
There was fome Ronfon to fufpcfl tikewife, that the Inhabitants were faulty, and fo much nddidled to the contrary 
Party, thnt had he flood n Siege, and been rcduc'd to Straits, they might poflibly deliver him up to Ahfakm. Nor 
was the Prcfervation of the City itfelf, which Dnnjid had brautify'd, and adornM witli a fine and Untcly Palace, and 
where God had appointed to put bin Name and Worfliip, the leafl: Part of hif; Concern ; and ihcrtfofc lie thought it 
more conducive to his Intcrcfl. in nil Refpefls, rather than be eooped up in a Place, which he dcfircd to jfirefervc from 
being the Seat of War, to march abroad into the Country, where he miglit probably raifc a confiderablc Army, both 
for hifi own Defence, and the Suppreftion of the Kcbeln. /W*n Annotations. 

•|' 'I'hln he might do for feveral Rcafonn ; for cither he might think it not decent (o have the Ar^ wander about with 
him ho Icuew not whither, and to cxpofe it to all tlic Hir/ardn luid Incnnvcniencic!;, which lie himfelf wan like to 
undergo j or Jie might fuppofu, that this would be a Mcana to cxpolc liic PricJls to the Violence of Ah/iih/nn l^ng<', 

4 (U!l 
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A. M. carry it back, and to continue in JerU- 
Ant^Chrift. falem^ becaufe they might be of Ufe to 
^5j >_fc^^ g^j^ 2iim Intelligence of the Enemies 

Motions and Defigns, and their Charadter 
was too facred, to fear any Violence from 
the Vfurp^r. Hufiai, -f- the Archite, his 
faithful Friend and Counlellor, came like- 
wife to attend him, and, with all Ex- 
preffions of Sorrow, to fee his royal Ma- 
.fter in fuch Diftrefs, ofFer'd to fhare iiis 



a % confiderable Quantity of. Wine, and 
other Provifions ; but, upon the King's 
enquiring for his Mafter^ wJio he thought 
above all Men, in Point of Gr^titude^ 
ihould have kept firm to his Intereftj the 
perfidious Wretch accus'd hini ' of .flaying 
behind in Jerufakm^ in Hopes that him- 
felf might be made King.; and. the too 
credulous King, in this general Diftra<aion 
of his Affairs, believing the Accufatipn to 
Fortune: But David enjoin'd him to be true, made , an hafly Grant o(' q\\ 
return, and told him, that he would be Mephziqfljet/js 'EQiiitc, to thiscbafe Servantj 
more ferviceable to him in the City, by and treacherous Sycophant, 



adiiere to Abjalom^ a 
ITounfels of Ahitophel^ 



As David drew near to Bahurim^ a City 
in the Tribe of Benjamin, *f- one Shimei^ 



as he underilood for Certainty, was \ a Defcendant from the Family of Sauly 

and who dwelt in that Place, came out. 



Meafures 



great Abilities (whicli die King was not and tirew Stones at Mm^ and, in the 

unacquainted with) gave him no finall Hearing of the whole Company, loaded 

Uneafinefs. him with the blttereft Reproaches and 

/^/iD had fcarce pafs'd over Mount Execrations, fo \h2iX. Abifoai dcfir'd Leave 

Olivet^ which lies to the Raft of Jeru- of the King to go and dilpatch the inlb- 



Jalemy when Ziba, whom he had made lent Rebel : But, 



Means 



■ 

Steward to Mephibofietb his Friend Jona- the King permit him, but bore all with 
tban's Son, came, and prefented him with [ an admirable Patience, ^ and Refignation 

to 



Ff Qm 2 Sam . 
. i. to xix. 




(.13 he had before exposM them to SauVs Fury upon another Occafian) Jf God, in his Judgment, iliould permit hfm to 
prevail j or this might look as a Diftruft: of the Divine Goodnefs, and that he plac*d more Confidence in the Tohn 
of God's Prcfgrce, than he did in God himfclf, who had preferv'd him in the long Pcrfecntion Saul, when lie had 

no Ark with him. But what feems the chief Rcafon, ot that Time, for his fending back the Ark, was, That 

the PrieflB and Le^Ues, (of whofe Fideh'ty he was fuflicicntly fatisfy'd) by giving him Intelligence of the Enemies 
Motions, might do him more Service in yeru/aicm, than they could do in his Camp. PooPs Annotations. 

-(• This Man might be of the antient Race of the Archiies^ Defcendants from Canaan, of w])om Mufes fpcaks, Gm» 
X. 17, but fmcc the Name of thcfc antient People is di/Tcrcntly written, I fljoiild rather think, tiiat this additional 
Name was given him from the Place of his Nativity, w'a. Archi, a Town fituatcd on the Frontiers of Benjamin and 

EphraiM, to the H^yi of BetbeU Jofli. xvi. z. 

The yeivs arc of Opinion, that Ahiiophel was inccns'd agnlnfl: DawU^ and therefore ready to go over to the 
advcrfe Party, becaufe he had abusM Bathficha, wliom they take to have been his C rand- daughter^ becaufe fhe 
was the Daughter of Eliatn, z Sam. xi. 3. and Ahitophd had a Son of tliat Name, 2 Sam. xxiii. 34. for this Reafon 
tlicy imagine, tliat he advis'd Jlfalom to lie with his Father's Canathhits^ that Jie might be repaid in Kind ; tJio' 
the Scripture afligns another, <vi%, that he and Jiis Father might thereby become irrcconcilcabic Kncmica. PqqV^ 
Annotation!). 

;|; And yet the Text tells us, it was but one Batik : Bnt what we render Bottk, was, in thofc Timcn, a 1$ag, or 
Vc/fcJ made of Leather, which might contain a great deal of Wine j becaufe we cannot fuppofc, but that the /./'^//or 

■ 

wiis jiroportionate to the reU of the Prcfent. BatrulC^ Commentary. 

-(• VViietlicr tliis Man had been a pcrfonal SufTercr in the I'ail of ^Wa 1^'amily, or what elfe had cxafpcratcd him 
ngainll Dan^id, it no wlicrc appearu ; but it feema, aa if he liad conccivM Tome very heinous Oflcncc againfl him, 
wJien neiilicr the Prcfcncc of a King, nor tlic terror of hia Cuiards, could rcltrain him from tlirowing Stones, and 

bitter Spccclieo nt Jiim : And it looks, as if the King were fallen into tlic utniolt Contempt, when one private Man 

could think of venting his Malice at him, in fo grofa a Manner, with Impunity. JJaavf/Pa Iliftory, in the Notcii. 

-|- TJic Words of />/;'w/V/ upon tliis Occafion arc. So Jet him ciirji, heawfe the Lord hath /aid unto him, curfi Oavt'd : 

Let him alone, let him curfe, far the Lord hath hidden him ; not that God conunanded it by Jiiu Word, for ili;it fcvv.nly 

forbids cur|ing, K\od. xxii. nor inovM him to it by hia Spirit; for neither wan fhal pofliWe, bccanfe Gad temptith 

m Man, James i. 13. Hut the Atoning ia, (hat the fccret Providence of God did ovrr-ruk, and drtermine Jiini io to 

do, i.e. God did not put any Wiclctrdneni into Ay'/V;f/';i Ikart (for he hnd, of him fclf, an Urart full of IVfalijihity 

and Venom againd /^/^W) hut only left him to hia own Wickedncfa ; look away that common IVndence, which 

would Jiavc rellrainM Jiim Ironi fo dongcrous an Ailion ; diroftcd Jiia Malice, that it ihould be cxertiiM ii^yiinll Oa'vid, 

ratlii*; 
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Abralom en" 
ters Jcrufa- 

Icm. 



A. M. to the nfi^iu of God, as beine confcious of 
Ant, Chrift. his own Guilt in die Cafe of Uriahs and 

^£ ^j^^ divine Juftice in thus affliiling him. 

+ 

Wnii.E David continu'd at BaJburim^ 
Abfalom and his Party entering Jerufakm^ 
were received with the general Acclama- 
tions of the People, and Hujhaiy .not for- 
getful of the King's Inftru£lions, went to 
compliment him, and offer'd him his 

Service, jibfalom knew that he was his 
Father's intimate Friend and Counfellory 
and therefore banter'd him at iirft, upon 

Iiis pretending to defert his old Mafter ; 
but Hujhai ^f- excus'd himfelf in fuch a 
Manner, and anfwer'd all his ^ejiions 
with that Subtilty, that he pafs'd upon the 
Prince for a worthy Friend, and accord- 
ingly was receiv'd into his Privy-CounciL 

ACOUNCIL wzs prefently call'd, 
wherein JJoitophel^ who was Prefidenf, 




Book V 

ly with his Father's Concubines^ that all From 2 Sam. 
the Soldiers might fee, and conclude ^ ^'^* 
that, after fuch an Indignity, there could 
be no Hopes of a Reconciliation, and there- 
by be incited to fight more deiperatcly to 
fecure him in the PoflefBon of the Throne. 
This Advice was fiiitable perhaps to the 
young Man*s vicious Inclinations, and 
therefore he deJay'd not to put it in Exe- 



cution 



But, 



fecond 



which Ahitopbel propos 'd , -y/js. 
take twelve Thouland choic 



cc 



AhitophdV 

Caan/eif upon 

the Reje^iion 
of which f he 

hangs himfelf* 



To 
Men, 

and purfue after David that * very 
Night, and to fall upon his Guardsy 
which were fatigu'd with their March, 
" and unable to make Refiftance, and fo 
furprize the King, and 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



kill 



who. 



^itophel 



advis'd rather to delay the Attempt, until 



and flood higheft in Jbfalom's Efteem, he had got all the Forces of the Kingdom 



For, as David, and his 



fpake firft 5 and the two chief Things, together. " 
which he advis'd him to do, were, firft to " Men were known to be brave, and, at 
place a Tent on the Top of the Palace, that Time, both ^ e^afperated, and, 
(for by this Time he had taken Poflfeflion j " defperate, in Cafe they fliould worft 
of his Father's Palace) and to lie publick- \ " the Party fent againft them, this would 

" be 



rather than any other Man ; and brought him Into fo diftrefsM a Condition, that- he might feem a proper ObjctH: of 
his Scorn and Contempt, which is enough to juftify the Expreflton, Thi Lord hath bidden him j in the fame Manner 
that wc read of his commanding the Ravens, i Kings xvii. 4. and fometimcs inanimate Creatures, Pfal. cxlvii. 13', 18. 
The fliort is, David looked upon Shisnei as an Inftrument in God*s Hands, and therefore Cook all his Abufes patiently, 
out of a Confcioufnefs of his Sinfulnefs, and a Reverence to that Deity, who had brought him fo low, as to dcfcrvc 
the Infults of this vile Benjamite. Poors Annotations. 

■|' The Manner, in which Jofephtis makes Hujhai anfwer Abfalontt is artful enough, tho* hatdly becoming an honeft 
Man. ** There is no contending, fays he^ with the Will of God, and the Confent of the People ; and fo long as you 
" have them on your Side, you may be fccurc of my Fidelity. It is from God, that you have received your 

Kingdom j and if you can think me worthy of a Place in the Number of thofc, you will vouchfafe to own, you 
** Hiall fmd me as true to yourfelf, as ever I was to your Father. No Man is to account the prefent State of Things 
" uncafy, fo long as the Government continues in the fame Line, and a Son of the fame Family fuccecds to the 
" Throne." Jeivifj Antiq. lib. vii. c. 8. 

• It ia a wife Obftrvation in Tacitus, Nihil in difcordiis dvilihus fejlinatione lectins, ubi faSlo, patius qiiam confttlto opas 

tjl : Mitophd (Jicrcfore thought ic highly nccefl'ary to make Difpatch upon this Occifion ; becaufc he knew, that if Jic 
fliotild give the People, that had revolted from their Allegiance, Lcifurc to think of what they were doing againfl 
their lawful Prince, lie would give that Prince Time to raifc feme regular Troops, and thofc, that were about him, 
Sp:icc to recover from their full Fright ; AhfalonCs Party would dwindle into nothing, and David^n grow ilronger and 
llrongcr : Daret tnalornm ptvnitenti.v, darei bonoritm confenfui i fee/era intpettt, bona eomilia mora vakfcere. Tacit. Hift. 

i. And therefore he iidvisM marching iinnicdhitcly againft him, without giving him a Moment*a Time to recover 

Jiiiiifelf. CalmcCw Conuucntary. 

I 'I'licrc ifi fomcthing very plaufibic, and elegant too, in the Advice, which UnJhM given Mfahm, not imme- 
diately to purfue, and fall upon Da'vidi Thou hioivfj} thy Pather and his Men, that they he mighty Men, and they he 
ehaftd in their Ulinds, as a Jirar robbed of her Whelps in the Fields 2 Sam. xvii. 8. F.vcry one knowfl, that a Hear ia a 
very fierce Creature j hut SIu:-llcaro Ariflotlc ua) are more fierce than the 717^//^, particularly when tlicy have 
yoiioj^ Oneii, hut luoil of all, wlicn thefc young Onea nrc taken from them. For tin's Rcafon the Scrijitun.' makeu 
fit'iiiu;m Ufi; of thill fiimilitndc : / nvill he unto them as a Lion, fays CJod, in Relation to the People of IJhirl, and as a 

Liopard hy thf Way ; / >ivill $ti(et them m a Bear, that is herewvcd of htr Whelps^ and 'will rent the Caul of their Iftartj, 
Ilolc;i xiii. 7, ». Viil. I'lov. xvii. 12, Uc. So that the Purport of lliijhai*^ Advice is founded on i\ua Alaxini, 
•* 'I Iwii wc flioiild not chive an V.txcmy to Dcfpair, nor attack thofc, who arc rcfolvM to fell their Lives at ns dear n 
Rule as i>oiliblc." Calnut^a Commentary. 



1 



Chap. IV. from the liraelites mtiring Canaan, to th^ Building of the Temple, 



A. M. 
2949, €sftf. 

ilnt. Chnft. 




be a Means to difcourage others, and be 
<^ diought a very inauipicious Beginning : 
Whereas, if they ftaid till a numerous 
Army were come together, ■f' they 
might be alTur'd of ViiSory." jiifaiomy 
and the reft of the Council approved of this 
laft Advice, and Hujbai immediately dif^ 
patch'd two Meflengers to David^ ac- 
quainting him with what had pais'd in 
Council^ and advifing hinii inftandy to pais 




the Coiinfel he had already given ; partly 

out of Pride^ and partly out of Fe^r of 

wor/e TormentSi he went to his own 

Houfe, where he firft made his. ^//, and 
then hang'd himfelf. 

D,AF1D had not not been Ions: at ^'js^^i'- 
Mabanatm^ before jibfakm^ having got the. King's md 
together a numerous Army, which was Par^, n.^bere^ 
commanded by Amaja^ the Son of Itbra, Za^uwl 
a Relation of Jbfalom^% by Marriage, left «»''^'«'«* 



the yordaUy left Jlbfahm ftiould change Jerufalem^ and pais'd the Jordan^ in Pur-* 

his Mind, and come and &11 upon him on fuit of his Father. The King, hearing of 

a fudden* the Approach of his Rebel Son, and fore- 

The MeJfengerSy as they were making feeing that a Battle was unavoidable, 

the beft of their Way, happened to meet divided his Army into three Bodies. The 

ibme of jSfJalom^s Party, but had the good firft to be commanded by yoabj the fecond 

Fortune t@ conceal themfelves in a Well^ by his Brother j^btjhai^ and the third by 

until their Purfuers were returned ^ and ^ Ittai^ the Gittite^ and, himfelf intended 

then proceeding on their Journey, came to go in Perfon with them. But, by the 

and deliver'd their Dilpatches to the Importunity of the People about him, he 

King, who decamp'd by Break of Day, was prevailed with not to hazard his Per^ 
pafs'd the Jordajty and came to Mahanaim^ fon in Battle j and perhaps was more eafily 
a City of Gzlead, where he was kindly difluaded from it, becaufe the Battle was 
received. As ibon as Abitophel heard that to be againft a Son, for whom he ftill 
David was out of Danger, either taking retained fo tender an AfFedtion, that he gave 
it amifs that his Counfel was ilighced, or I the three Generals a ftrift Charge, in the 
perceiving, by Abfalom^% weak Condudr, j Hearing of the Soldiers, that (for his Sake) 
that Things were not likely to fucceed, they fliould ufe Abjalom kindly, in cafe 
and he, confequendy, ''^^ liable to be ex- j he fhould fall into their Hands, 
pos'd to David'^ hotteft Indignation, foi' 

The 



f The Benefits which Hufiai fuggcfts from Mfahm^ having a large Army, arc thus cxprefsM in an hyperhoUcal Wa/, 
fuitabic to the Gtnim of that infolcnt young Man, to whom he gave his Advice, and rJiercforc more Jikely to prevail 
with him : Moreover^ if be he gotten into a City, thtn fiall all IfracI bring Ropes to that City, arttl we will dra<w it into 
the nimer, uniil there he not one fmall Stone found there, 2 Sam. xvii. 1 3. Where his Meaning ia, that if David {lioaJd 
quit the open Field, and betake himfelf to the ftrongcft of their Cities, cncompafsM with high Walla and deep 
Ditches, fuch a numerous Army (as lie propoa'd) would be fuflicicnt to begirt it round, and, by Ropes put about tlio 
Walls, draw them down, and all the Houfcs of the City into tJic Ditch, that ran about it : Not that any fucli PradUcc 
was ever UB*d in Wnr^ and therefore ilic Words miiil be loolt'd upon as merely Thrafimcalt and calculated to pleafe 
Mfalom J unlcfa wc will fay with fomc, that tlic Word in the Original may denote fuch Machines UQ are vVorJcM by 
Ropes, and were, at tliat Time, in ufe to batter down Wallfl. Ctslmet'a and Patrick'^ Commentaries* 

* yo/^^/^/zj thuo relates the Matter : • *' Wlicn Ahiiophel ytt^ come home to Galmon, he called his Family 

" togctlicr, and told tlicm the Advice, which iic hini civen Jb/ala//s, but that he would not follow it, and timt, in 
" a fliort Time, that Rcfufid would be hia Ruin ; for Daw\l would ccrlninly baflic Jiim, and foon recover Jiio King- 
dom. Now it ia more honourable for me, Jhys he, to die, aflbrting my Liberty like a Man, than to wait fncakinxj 
till Dawd cornea in again, and to be flayM at Inll for the Services 1 have done the Son ngainft the Father.", 

ycwifit Antiq. lib. vii, c. 9. 

•(■ In 2 Sum, XV, 1 8. wc read, that nil the Gitlitcj, fx hundred Men, 'which tame afier him (viz. Da'vid) from Gath, 
faJlU on before the King \ but who t\\oh Gitiites wcic 'tia Iintd to determine, bccnnfc wc have no Atotion mnde of 
thcni, in any other Part of Scripture. Some imagine, that they were Nativca Gath, who, taken with the Fame 
cf />/7wV/V Piety, and happy SuccelJcc, came along with //////, (wlioni the Je^ws fni>|»ofe (o have been the So»i of 
jlchijb. King oi' (,V///'} and, l)t;ing p-oflyted to the ;/,ivi0 Kcligion, became Part of jyn^M'o fiuard, and nltcmlcd 
iiiin in iii.'i War/I. Jhit oilicra ratlicr tliiiik, that tli<-y were Alcn of fcwiyh V.xtrna, but had t\m ttdditioneil Name, 
froni lJia> fkcing unto VVtJ/V (probnUy nntlcr the Conduil i)\ Jtiai) nvhile he 'xvm at V*\\i\\, and accompanying him 
ever aftei-, not only in ilic 'j'imc of Aiw/'d Pcrfecution of him, but even after hio Acceilion to iJiC unittd Kingdonia o* 
fudah and IfraeL Patricl^w Conjmcntary, 
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AntT Chrift. of Ephraim^ which belongeth to the Tribe 
»055. ^c. ^fj^^^^ph, vfh^xQ jibfalonf s Army, the' 



^ Wood I him, and told it unto yoab, who blam*d From aSam 

him for not having kill'd him; and when 





the Man, in Excufe, urg'd the Command, 



much fuperior in Number, was defeated, which he heard' the King give theG^';^^?- 



Loyalifl. 



ralsy to be very tender and careful of his 



this Occafion, behav'd fo gallantly, that Son's Life, Joab, \odk\n^ upon all this as 
they kiird -f- twenty Thoufand of the nothing, or as a Command fitter for a 
Rebels upon the Spot, and would doubt- Parent, than ' a King, went to the Place 
lefs have carry'd the Slaughter ■ farther, | where he was * hanging, and, having 

had not JMalom (the chief Caufe of all 



Mifchi 



firft given him his Death's Wound him- 
felf, order'd the People, which were by. 
His Hair (as we faid before) was of a I to difpatch him ; and fo went, and founded 
prodigious Length, and Largenefs ; and, a Retreat to prevent any farther Effufion 
as he was now in Flight from the Enemy, of Blood, and to give jibfdhm^s P^rty an 
and riding with great Speed, under the Opportunity of efcaping to their refpective 
Trees, it happen'd to * entangle itfelf on [ Homes. 

Thus died the wicked and rebellious 
Abfalom, and, inftead of an honourable 
Interment, fit for a King's Son, his 
Body was taken . down, and thrown into 
a Pit, and cover'd with an * Heap of 
Stones. 

"The 



Manner 



it lifted him off his Saddle, and his Mule 
running from under him, left, him there 
hanging in the Air, and unable to difengage 
himfelf. 

I N this Condition a private Soldier found 



■ 

'|- This Wood was fo called, (as fome imagine) becaufe'tlic "EphrainUes were wont to dr-ve their Cattle over yordan 
to feed them in it ; but others (with more Probability) fuppofe, that it had its Name from ihe great Slaughter (related 
iti 'Jttdg, 7L\u) which Jephtfmh had formerly made of the Ephramitts in that Place. Ho'weir& Hiftory, in the Notes. 

-f- The Exprelfion in the Text is, 7/je Wood de^poured more People that Day, than the S^ord detioured, z Sam. xviii. 8. 
which fome think was occafionM by their falling into Pits, prefling one another to Death in ftrait Places, creeping 
Jnto lurking Holes, and there being flarv'd to Death, or othcrwife devour'd by wild Beafts, which met them in their 
Flight : But the moll cafy and limpic Meaning of the Paflhgc is, that there were more flain in the Wood, than in the 
Field of Battle. The Field of Battle (as Jofephus tclh us, Je^ifi Antiq. lib. vii. cap. 9.) was a Plain^ with a Wood 
contiguous to it j and therefore, when Ahfalovi^ Army was put to the Rout, and betook themfclvcs to the Wood for 
Jkefugc, their Purfucrs made a greater Slaughter of them tbere^ than they othcrwife would have done, becaufe they 
could not run away fo faft in the Wood, as they might have done in the open Field. Patrick^ Commentary. 

* The Words in the Text, indeed, make no Mention of Alfalom\ Hair in this Place : They only inform us, that 

jlh/u/am rode upon a Mule, and that Mule nvent under the thick Boughs of a great Oak, and his Head caught hold of the 
Otd't and he nvaj taken up hetiveen the Ueamen and the Earth, and the Muh^ that nvas under hirm nvent anxjay, 2 Sam- 
xviii. 9. From wJienco fome infer, that the Meaning of the Hiftorian is, not that Mfahm hung by his Hair, but 
tJiat his Nccic wao fo wedged between the Bouglis, by the fwift Motion of the Mule, that he was not able to dif- 
engage liimfclf. For it is hardly to be qucllion'd, fay they, but that, when he went to BattTc, he had an Helmet on ; 
arid an Ilclmct, wliicli covcr*d his Head, would have hindcrM his Hair from being intanglcd in the Boughs : But 'tis 
only fnppofing, cither that his Helmet was fuch, as left a great deal of his Hair vifiblc and uncovcrM, or that, if ic 
waa large enough to enclofe the wliolc, he might, upon tliiu Occafion, throw it off, (as well no hia other heavy 
Arnioui) to make himlcif lighter, and expedite hia Flight ; and then there will be no Incongruity in tlic common, 
and rccetvM Opinion, to which the Authority of Jofephus adds fome Confirmation, *vi». *^ That, no Mfahm wau 
making hiu i'lfcapc, upon the whifHing of the Air, a fnaggcd Bough of a Tree took hold of hia Hair, and the 
" A'lulc, running i'orward from luidcr him, left him dangling in the Air." 'Je'w'tjh Antiq. lib. vii. c. 9. 

* Commnitatovs have obfcrvM the Jufticc of God, in bringing Jthfalojn to a condign Puniflimcnt, and fuch a Kind 
of Death, an was ordainM by tlic Law for Oflenccn, like unto hi». For whereas, in the firll Place, he was handed 
an it >verp, this was declarM by the I^aw to be an aecnrfed Death, Dcut. xxi. 23. and wan, afterwards, in fome 
Aliafnte, Jloncdi this was the particular Kind of Death, that the Law prcfcribcd iur n flubborn and rebellions Son, 

' Jn liiii JDcfcripiinn of the Ihh-Iunul, fome Ccographcr.n tell us, that thin Heap of Stones rcmninM even to their 
j)ay;)> and that all 'J'lavcllerji, tlicy pafhM by ii, were wont to throw a Stone to add to the Heap, in Dcicllntion 
of liiij ]<t'hrl]i()u agaiulL his Fatlier. J''or, though it became a Cuflonv among the Creeks to raife an Heap of Stones 
ill the Place when; any j>,U'at Perfon wan intcrrM. an a Mnnumcnt of Honour and Refpe^l } yet ic in plain, that none 
t)f IhruiJ'n Army iiidiiidcd any Honour to J/>fi/(/rn^n Memory in acnimuluting Stoncn upon him, nor can wc think, 
tlrai Ihiuid liinifcl!' [iliough too foud of this Kcbel-Son) made any Alteration afiorwardi in tlic Form of hia Burial, for 

1 Fi'ttv 
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The Objection. 



From 2 Sam. 
i. CO 




cc 



cc 



T 



HIS indeed was the woful End 

of David^s favourite Son and 
Heir, but to his own Mif-condudl the 



cc 



cc 



cc 



feems, he kept to himlel/ ; he fhew'd 

no Tokens of it to the Offe^ider ; and 
therefore jlbfalom^ when he iaw his 



Father might impute the Irregularities " Father conniving at the Thing, under* 
" of his Children, fince, either by an " took to do himfelf Juftice, and to 
over-wee7iing Fondnefs to them, a tacit " avenge the Dillionour ddrie to his 



cc 



Connivance at what they did amiis, or " Family- 

an exemplary Encouragement given to "In this however he adied very wick- 
it by himfelf, he fufFer'd Iniquity to " edly : But then, why did not his Fa- 
abound among them. For, after his ( " ther call him to an Account for it ? 
Adultery with Uriahs Wife, (and yet, 
one would think, he had Women 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



Why did he fuffer him {d) to efcape 
into GeJJnir^ and not immediately fend 

_ 

enough of his own) and the bafe Mur- Meflengers to apprehend him? Inftead 
ther of her gallant Hufband, for which " of demanding him of the King of Ge- 
" no Excufe, no Colour of Apology can " Jfmr, in order to bring him to Juftice, 
" be made, with what Face could he re- | " the Hiftorian tells us, that {e) the Soul 

of King David hng'd to go forth unto 
Abfalom j and that, not long after, 
upon a very frivolous Pretence, viz, the 
falle and impertinent Tale of a canting 

old Woman, he took Occafion to re- 
call him ; and, when he was recalled, 
fuffer'd him to launch into greater Ex- 
travagancies, than ever Prince had done 
before. 

"It is not much to be wondered at, 
that a young Prince, of a proud, am- 
bitious Spirit, with all this Impunity 
and Encouragement, /hould come at 
lurt: to affedl the Government, and de- 
pofc his Father ; but ccrtninly David 
appears to be a very weak Maji, wlicn 
he gives his Generals this Charge con- 
cerning a Rebel in Arms againft him ; 
(f) Deal gently^ for wy Saki\ nv/th the 



prove, much more chaftize (as it de- 
ferv'd) the incejiuoiis Rape of his Son, 

Amnon upon the beauteous Tamar^ or 
the barbarous and bloody Revenge, 
which Alfalom took upon this Brother 
" for violating his Sifter's Honour ? 

"Had David interposed but his 
" paternal Authority, and ptini/h'd Am- 
" non^% Crime with the Severity it re- 
quired, Abfalom'^ Refentmcnt had per- 
haps never broke out into fuch Violence 
" as it did 5 but where do we read of any 
" Puniftiment, any Diigrace, nay, even 
of any Difcountenance, put upon Am- 
" non for his brutal and impious Ufagc of 
" his Sifter? All that the Hiftoriun tells 
"us of the Matter is, that, (/';) wlwn 
King David heard of tbefe Tbi?7gs^ he 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



was vejy wroth : But Jiis Wrath, it 
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cc 



9 



K 



young 



Fear of enraging the IVopli! ngainfl liim. Sonic, liuwcvcr, arc of a qiiiW contrnry OiJinion, t/;;^. tliat Da<vhl, wlio 
lamented him witli fiicli lixccfu, rcmovM Iiim Irom thia Pit, in order to liavc hiiii laid in the SrpuJdiic bdojijjiiifj to 
the Kings, or pcrhnpr. foniewhcrc about ilic Place, where the Monument^ wliicli gocu under Jur. Name, and, even to 
thia Oay. is flicwn to TravL-lIcrf). wan dti(r in a Rock. It io a litilc Chamber, wroiifiht with ft Chifcl, out of one 
I'ifce of Uoclc. wliich llanda at fonie Dillancc from tJic it-fl of the Mountain, and h a Square of cif-ht IVia-fl Trom 
Out to Out. TJie hifuh of tliin Chamber io all plain, but tlic Outfuh is adoni'd witli fonic I'ilailcry of the iiime Kind 
of Stone. 'I'lic Upper Part, or Covering in made in the I'orni of a Conitk Pyitwiid, pretty iii(Wi and Iwyv, with il 
Kitid of F/onver-Pot on its Top. The Pyramid in compoaM of fcvcral Stoneo, but the MonunuMit itf*-I/" i» fijuare, and 
nil cutout of one mock. In the 'I'imc of Jofiphm. the Monument, which was faid to be JhjUhm,\ was nothinc; more, 
than one Marble Pillar, widely diilerent from what, at prefent, ^oefl nnder hi.s Name, and wliieh ibeiefore nmlUn; 
accounted a more modern iluildini;. Lc Ch-n'a and Putnci:\\ Conmienlariei;, yt'wijb Anliq. lib. vii. cap. <). and 
Cdhuera Diilionary, under tJic Word Mfalotn. 



{c) z Sam. xiii. 



{(i) Vcr. 3'/, 



M Vcr. 39. 



(f) Ibid, xviii. 
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c: 



yoimg Mariy even with Abfalo?7i : And 
y*?^?^ feems to be no very good SiibjeB^ 

the- King's 



when, notwithftanding 
Command, {g) he took three Darts in 
his Handy a7icl thriijl them through the 
Heart of Abfalom, But in this he 
might the rather prefume upon being 
pardon'd by a Mdn^ who had pafs'd 

by his bafe and treacherous Murther 
of Abncr^ without the leaft Ccnfure, 



or Rebuke. 

*' T o be a Tcn'cr to EviI-worke7's, 
even tho* they be our nearefl Friends 
and Relations, and to be kind and 
" merciful to fucb, as behave gallantly, 
" even the' they be our grcateft Enemies, 
are no improper Rules of Condudl in 
any great Prince: And yet how very 
" reverfe were David's, A<flions to thcfe, 
when we find him winking at Murther 
at bome^ and purfuing, with the moft 
cxqu i fi tc Tortu res, fu ch People, as 
oppo^'d his Mcafurcs by fighting for 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



" lli:;if Liberty, abroad. 

For what can we fay, for his put- 
" ting tJic Inhabitants of Rabbahy as 
" well as the other Cities of the Anpno- 
" nltcs^ (h) 7auler Saws, and under Har- 
7'0%os, and under Axes, and 7nald7ig the 771 
paj's through the Brkli-kihi ? What fliall 
we fay, to his making "War againfl: 
JJhboJhcthy Saul*s Son and Heir, when 
" liimfelf (/) had fworn to the Father, 
" that he would 7wt cut off' his Seed ^ or 
dcilroy any of his Family? What Hiall 
wc fay, to his takijig the Advantage of 
Abncr's Rcfcntment to draw him 
afidc from liis Mailer's Service, and 
to enter into League (for the Projnotlon 
of hiii own Ciuifc) with a very wicked 
Man? And laflly, wliat /liall wc fay, 
(/) to his obliging Hufljal to ufc all 
" Manner of l'\illehood to Ahl'alo7n \ to 
\\i± the Hypocriie^ and tell innumerable 
Jiies, on purpolc lo get into liis Confi- 
dence, and (o betray his Coinifels ? 
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Thclc, antl fcvcral other In (lances, 
tlial. niij'^lit be producM in this Period of; 
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Hiftory, are enough to convince us. From- 2 Sam. 
that, how much foever David's Piety 

i ■ 

arid' Righteoufnefs may be extoU'd by 
fome J in his publick Capacity he was a 

weak Prince, and, in his private^ a bad 
Ruler of his Family ; partial to his 
Friends, cruel to his Enemies, falfe to 

his Promifes, U77jtijl in his Diflributions, 

and deceitful in his Tranfiiitions with 
Mankind ; guilty of Murther and 

Adultery liimfelf, and a ta77te Con- 

niver at thofe, who committed the like 

Offences. 

" But well may the HiJlo7'ia7i leave 
thefe Imputations upon David's Cha- 
radler, when he is not afraid to load 
AlTnighty God with an Accufation of 
captious Cruelly, For what lefs can 
we call (;;;) his ftrliii7ig Uzzah dead 

upon tlic Spot, merely for putting out 
his Hand, and laying hold on the Ark, 
(which, fome would be apt to think, 
proceeded from Refpedl and Reverence, 
more than any Proflination of it) when, 
by the Stumblijig of ihe Oxen, it was in 
Danger of being overturn'd 5 and when 
he is not afham'd to relate fuch incon- 
gruous and incredible Things, (;z) as 
the Sound of Me7is marching upon the 

Tops of Mulberry-Trees ; as {0) the ex- 
travagant Story of a CrcicJ//, (^ivorn by the 

King of Rabbah, and afterwards by 
David) which weigh'd an hundred and 

twenty - five Pounds, more than any 
human Neck could bear ; and of (/j) 
an Head of Hair belonging to Abfalo7n, 
whole very Clippings came to no lefs 
than four Pounds, and two Ounces of 
our Weight 5 widi fome other Abfur- 
dilies of the like Nature?" 

DAKlDy no doubr, v/as a very fond jinftverd, h 
I'^uhcr lo his Ciiiklrcn, and a tcndci" Iltif- -^'''T/'"/'/- 

' D.'ivKi I mi (0 

band to his Wives; Of thcfe, it niufl be manyli'UH^^ 
(>wn*d, he had too mau}^, e/ghfeen in 
Number, if wc will reckon liis Co?!C7d>i7ics 
into that Relafion^ which, in tliofe Days, 
did not much dillci from the otber^ except 
in ftnne J<.iLes and Solcmnitic; of Mar- 
riage, 
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(.(;) •.■ S;uii. xviii. i.j, (/-) IhiM. xii. j I . (/) i Snni. xxiv. :.m , 

-'V. .M- (//') Ihiil.vi. 7. («) Jbkl. V. {t>) Jliiil. xii. 30. 



{1<) S:ini. iii. i j 
(/^) iliid. .viv. zU. 

3 



Chap. IV. from the IfvaeUtes entering- Canaan, to the Building of the Temple. 
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riage. But, as Polygamy was then tole* 



A. U. . 

" ' rated among the % 




IS 



hibitiiDn of a Ki7ig's multiplying Wives to 
himfelf does no where limit . the Number 
of them, -David might conceive, that 
this Folygamy was no Tranfgreffion of the 
Law, and thence be induc'd more rea- 
dily to comply with ir, in order to enlarge 
his Family, and attach the principal No- 
bility of his own Nation, .as well as fome 
foreign Potentates more clofely to hi 
Intereft. (r) For it was always looked 
upon as a Piece of political Wifdom in 
Princes to endeavour to have many Chil- 
dren, that, by matching them into feveral 
powerful Families, they might have more 
Supporters of their Authority, and more 
Affiftance, in Cafe of any Invafion of 

it. 

Bh Mmgence Tuis howcver is no Part of David *s 

to his Chiiihcif Commendation, how much foever it might 

tend to his Security : But that a Father 
fliould be Jhid of a Son, and, in fome 
Inflances, carry that Fondnefi to Exceft ; 
that he fliould be blind to his lejer Faults, 
and always inclinable, upon proper Tokens 
of Repentance, to forgive the greater 5 
that he fliould love to iee every Thing 




bqndfo 



about him, be 



liberal to his decent Expences^ and ready 
to overlook fome little Extravagances ; 
that he fliould be imeajy in his Abfence, 
joyous to fee him, and when he is in any 
imminent Danger, very follicitotis for his 
Prcrcrv:Uion (wJiich are all the Articles, 
brought againft 2)-^'y///, in Relation to his 
Son Abfahm): Thefe are Faults (if Faults 
they 1k') which cvovy good-mtzir^d l\\vcnt, 
who feels the tender Propcnfuics of huniaji 
Niiturc towards tliofc of his own l'leji\ 
will cafily be indiic'd to forgive : And 
well were it for David^ if wc coidd make 
ihc like ylpology for that great iMiormity 



of his, in the Matter o£ Uriah; hut, iw. aSnm 
inftead of attempting any Exteaiiation of 
it, we lhall rather take Notice of the levc- 
ral Aggravations, which Moralijls have 
difcover'd in it, and of the Reafons, for 
which the Spirit of God thought proper to 
record it in Holy Writ. 

To this Purpofe, fome have obferv'd, "^^f fi-^^ral 

ift. That, (j) as David tarried at Jeru- of his Crime. 
faiem, at the ^iine^ when JQngs went 
forth to Battle^ he there indulg'd himfelf 
in Eafe and Luxury, (wliich are the Bane 
and P,.ufi: of the Mind) and fo infenfibly 
fell into thofe Jooie De/ire?, wlaich drew 
him into fuch vile Perpetrations ^ fo that 
the firft Caufe of his Siji was Idlenefs. 
2d, They obferye it, as an Aggravation of 

his Crime, (/) that he certainly knew 
that Bathjlxba was another Man's Wife, 
and yet deliberately and advifedly com- 
mitted the Sin ^ nay, that Ae was the 
Wife of one, who was a Profelyte to the 
jfeiv/Jh Religion, and therefore added 
Scandal to his Wickednefs, or (as the 
Text expreffcs it) {ti) gave great Cccajion 
to the Enemies of the Lord to bhlpbe?}7e, 

3d, They obferve, that there was Perfidy 
added to this Guilt, and a linful Contri- 
vance, {x) in caufing Uriah to be fent 
for home ; in receiving him with great 
Tokens of his Favour j and in entertaining 
him with good Cbecr^ that lie might be 
the more dclirous to enjoy the Company 
of his Wife, and fo have the Child, which 
was got in Adultery, reputed his own. 
4th, They obferve, [y) from Uriah's 
A nCwcv, tliat, had Jiot David 's Heart 
been fcarM, he could not but biivc felt a 
flrong Remorfc upon thinking how ho 
luul abuH'd {'o hravc a Man, and liow lie 
indulu*d himfelf in iinfiil Pleafurcs, while 
this Man, and the rcfl of liis Army glo- 

riouily cndur'd all Manner oi' llardfliijis, 

ibr 



(y) niin.KvVi. (/} /V//;/V/V, Coiunirnt.iry on 2 .W/. V. 

Hut, lUMtniry to tl.i.i, ilic 'Jf"wi//j Wrltcrn Iwivt; emlt'iivoiir'tl lo yi{{U'y O/ioi,/ h\ thh whok TniufniUan ; iuu], 
Lo \Ui; l\U i>iA\', Unvc. Uivvuicd Uiwti jukI CiiiU)in;i, tiiat ;ii<: no wlicic to Ic lounil, ritlmr in lliu HooLs al' Mi/a, or 
,u ilirr 0.u»i,:.l:. Uu-ir Uiaoiy. 'I'Jicy pramul that Pa'riJ w.vj m:iny\] n, hiiU>it', l.rr Ilulijiuui w.ii. .iuul, 

ht-GMifr i' w.'i a t '.lUoiii (:n tiicy Ciy) ior SoMh-'i-.s. wlit-iirvn- ilu:y wrni lu ilu- VV.ii",, to (lu-ii W'wvu .i iJill of 

Drrum, ;mhI (u„f. .iunuly, :i /iiH Ijcciitc to many U'ln.iii ihcy |.Ini:.M. iiiit 'li-. in vain (o ;iit<-,ni.t (o I'xnWi- i\m 
M.ul. :in I oyiu;. iWxx iu Uauui, for which <Un\ fo (i:vi:ir1y puniiJiM him, and /ni which he hhnltl/ wa;. alw-.y!, itady 
U> lAiludvA-.A'n- (lir Divine jiriliix- in (o (loin^r. fw/A/w/V CoininiMilary on i:,im. 

(,} ...Mm I. (/] 11ml. («) ll»'I..Mi. 14. (0 Hml. -xi. 6, (v) Ibid. Jii. il. 
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A. M. for the Service of their Country. 5th, 
Atit^^Chria. They obferve, {z) from his Defign upon 
^^^ [^^ Uria/fs Life, when he could not otherwife 

conceal his Lewdnefs, how naturally one 
Sin paves the Way to another, and how, 
in a fmall Compafs of Time, the Fafci- 
nation of fenfual Appetites is enough to 
change the very Nature of Mankind j 
fince even he, who formerly fpar'd Saul^ 
unjuftly feeking his Life, is now put up- 
on contriving the Death of a very faith- 
ful Servant, in a very bafe and unworthy 
Manner. 6th, They obferve it, as a 
farther Aggravation of his Crime of Mur- 
thcr, that he not only expos'd an inno- 
cent and faithful Servant to be kill'd, but 
that, together with him, {a) feveral more 
brave Men, fet in the Front of the Battle^ 
where the Service was hotte/l, muft ne- 
ceffiirily have fallen in the Attack 5 fo blind 
was he to the ptiblick Goody and fo prodi- 
gal of his Subjects Lives, If he might but 
cove." liis Guilt, and gratify his Lull:. 7th, 
They obfcrvc, {Ji) from his Anfwer to 
the Mcflciigcrs, fent by 'jfoab to acquaint 
him with Urialfs Death, 'viz, the Sword 
dcvoureth one^ as well as aizotber^ the 
vile Hypocrify and Obdiirateneft of his 
Heart, imputing that to the Chance of War, 

or rather to the Diretftion of Divine Pro- 
'uidcncc\ which his Confcience could not 
but tell him, was of his own Contrivmice, 
8th, and laflly, they obferve, {c) from 
his Marriage with Bathjhcha, even before 
her Huflxind was cold in his Grave, how 
tlic Eagernefs of his indulg'd Appetite had 
now extinguidi'd (what in fome Sinners is 
lad of all parted with, and for which he 
himfclf had lately cmbru'd his Hands in 
Blood) all Scnfe of Shame and Regard to 
Reputation, or Decency. 

T n K s I-; are fome of the Aggravations 
obfervablc in David's Crime, which (be- 
Jidcs hi:i Lull and Cruelly) is loaded with 
too jud an Imputation of PcrfKly, of In- 
gruLitudc, of Hypocriiy, of IDcliheration, 
ofObllinacy, and of Shamclcfliiefs in Sin: 
Ant! lor tlicic Pnrpofcs were they recorded 




l/'/jy thfy are. 
fi'cordt'd in 
Scriptiiri'. 



in Scripture, that they might teach iis the 2 Sam, 
Frailty of human Nature, and how liable 
the beft of Men are^ in fome InftanceS 
of their Lives, to be overtaken with very 

grofs Faults : That they might fliew us the 
natural Gradation of one Sin to another, 
and that, when once we have filfFer'd our 
Appetites to out-ray, in a fliort Time it 

will not be in our Power to fet Bounds 
to them, would we never fo fain : That 
they might caution us againft Sloth and 
Idlenefs, againft indulging any inordinate 
Paffion, or gazing upon ajiy Objedts, that 
may endanger our Innocence : That they 
might remind us all, how much we ftand 
in need continually of the Divine Afli- 
ftance, and therefore how much we are 
concerned to pray with all Prayer and 
Supplication^ and to ivatchj as well as 
pray^ that we fall into no Temptation : 
And laftly, that they might inculcate that 
excellent Precept which the Apoftle has 



laid down in thefe Words ; 



(d) Bre- 



threny if aiiy Mail be overtaken in a Fatdt^ 
ye^ that are fpiritual^ rejiore fiich an ofie 
i7z the Spirit of Meelmefs^ coitfidering thy- 
felf left thou alfo be tempted. 

One pernicious Confequence of David's Why David 
Tranfgreflion very likely was, that it Ainnon. 
made him timorous in inflidling Punifli- 
ments upon others j but the Reafon which 
yofepkis affigns 

Amnon for Jiis i?tceJluozis'K^^Qy viz, becatifc 
he was his cldcft Son, and he loved him, a?id 
would not difplcafe hi?n, is a groujidlcfs 
Calumny, and mere Fidlion 3 for [v) fincc 
the facred Hiftory has thought fit to be 
filent in this Matter, no one 



for his not chaftifing 



tell what 

his Father cither faid, or did to him. 

The true Reafon therefore, as we fuppofc^ 
why Ills Father did not proceed v^itli Seve- 
rity againlL him, was, bccan/c tlic Cafe 
(as it then flood) was intricate and peiplcxt^ 

and fuch as the Law had made no I*ro- 
vifion for. The Law conccrjiing Rdtn's 



is wordctl thus; 



(/; //■ n DawfiK 



that is a Virgin^ he bctroibvd unto a l:li(l^ 
haiuly and a Man find her iniljcCiiy, and 

lie 



( ) / fiaiu. 11;. (/j) (bill. vcr. ii;. (/») Ibiil. vcr. z^. (*) Ibitl. vcr. zj, 

t'i. I. (') Lv C/in^i Commentary on Sam* xiii. ,;(, (/) iX-iit. .xxii. Ui. 



[J) c;ai. 



ClTAP. IV. ff 



I 

to the 




of the Tempi 
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A. M. lie with her ; then ye Jhall bring them both 
Anc^^Chrift. out ufito the Gate of the City, and ye Jhall 
1055, €sff. jIq^^ them with Stones that they die : "The 

Damjel^ becatife Jhe cried noty being /;/ the 



1. to XIV 





invit ' the Princes of the Blood to his ^^?"t^\f^^ 
Coun '-Seat, which was (/) near the 
City ^phraim, not far from the River 
Jordan^ that he might have a better Op* 



City 3 and the Man^ becauje he bath hum- \ portunity, not only for putting in Execu- 
bled his Neighbour's Wifi: And again, If\ tion his wicked Defign, but of making liis 

a Man find a Damfel, that is a Virgin^ I .Efcape likewife : So that David (:had he 

which is not betrothed^ and lay hold on her^ been ever fo much minded) could not pof- 

and lie with her, and they be found % then fibly have apprehended him, before he had 

the Man, that lay with her^ Jhall give unto got to a iafe Retreat 5 and where, it is eaiy 

the DamJeVs Father fifty Shekels of Silver^ to imagine, he would tell his Tale fo well, 

and Jhe Jhall be bis JFtfe, becauje he bath as to gain his Grand-Father's ProtecElion, 

humbled her j he may not put her away all if not Approbation of the Fadt, which, 

his Days, Thefe are the two principal with a fmall Share of Eloquence, might 

Laws concerning this Matter, but neither befoietoif, as to appear a nece&ry Vindi- 

come up to the Cafe now before us. For, cation of the ' Honour of their. Family, 

had David punifh'd jbnnon^% Crime with which had been fo groffly violated. 



Death, as the former Law requires, Tamar^ 
in like Manner, muft have fuffer'd too^ 



The Law of God indeed is very expre/s : 
— {k) Whojoever JJoeddetb Mail's Bloody 



(even tho' Ihe was innocent) becaufe Jlse I by Man fioall his Blood be Ji^ed-y (/) neither 
cried not out ; and the* £he was not a fl^^H ye take any Satisfa£tio?z for the Life 
betrothed Damjel^ (as the Cafe is put in the of a Muf'therer^ which is guilty of Deaths 
latter Law) yet David could not compel but he JIjuH Jurely be put to Death. WJiere- 
Anmn to marry her, becaufe fuch a Mar- by it appears, that the Supreme Magiftrate 
riage would have been incefiuous 5 and was oblig'd to execute- Juftice upon all 
therefore we may fuppofe, that tho' David wilful Murtherers without any Refer- 
might reprimand his Son very feverely for vation ; nor had David any Power to 
having wrought Folly in Ifrael, yet he I diipenfe with God's Laws, or to ipare 
could not bring him before a publick Ju- thofe, whom he had commanded him to 
dicature, becaufe the Law did not pro- deftroy. But then it muft be confidcr'd, w/>y he neat-, 
perly extend to his Cafe, or if he had that the Affront, which jlfnnon put upon 
made it extend, the Innocent muft have ) Abjalomy was very great and heinous ; 
fuffer'd with the Guilty; and {g) a Rule that Abjalom^ at this Time, was out of 
of Equity I think it is, rather to let the the Reach of David's Juftice, and fo 
Guilty efcape, than that the Innocent and I would have continued, had he not obtain'd 



Injur'd jfhould be deftroy'd. 



a Promife of Impunity ; that, by living an 



Nor Abfalom 



The Jacrcd Hiftorian has taken Care j Exile in an hcathejtiJJj Country, David 
forjnurthering ^^^^ David from any bafe Connivance had Reafon to apprehend, that In's Son 

at Ahjalom's Wickedneft in murthering his was in Danger of being infcdcd witJi their 
Brother Amiiouy by telling us, that as foon j wicked and idolatrous Pradices, and was 
as he had done it, (/») be Jkd^ a?id we?it to therefore the rather inclin'd to rccal him; 
Talmai^ his Grand- Father by his Mother's and that the Clamours and Importunities 
Side, who was then King of Gejlmr, Gc- of the People, which Joah procur'd this 
Jljur was a City in Syj-ia^ which lay on Wom^n oi Tekoah to reprcfent to the King 
the other Side of Jordan j and Abjaloin, in a very free and artful Manner, did almoft* 
who meditated the Miu'thcr of his Brother, compel him to do it: For, what he Hud 
and coukl not but forefce that it would be ia the Cafe of Joa//^ Mnrthcr of Alma\ 
an A61: of higii Difplcafurc to his Father, ( viz. tliat he coukl not revenge it, becaufe 

9 J.J (w) ibc 



'riic IIHlory of tlic Life of JCin|i; IhvvU. (^) 2 Sftiii. xiii. 37 



(1) Ibitl. vcr. 23. Vilic Jolm 
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\^/td lei him 
li^ve (plcndid 



jltid Afjsrcdhh 
Life to be 



Qn) the Sons of Zeruiah ivere too hard for 
him-y the like, very probably, might have 
been faid in this Cafe, where the People's 
Hearts vs^ere fo ftrongly, and io univerlally 
fct upon Abfalom 5 and that the rather, 
becaufe his long Banifliment mov'd their 
Pity, and his Abfence made them more 
impatient for his Return, The Eyes of 
all, in fliort, were upon him, as the next 
Heir, as a wife, and gallant, and amiable 
Prince, unhappy only in this Inftance of 
killing Jimnon^ for which he had a fuffi- 
cient Provocation ; and therefore, to fatisfy 
the Cries of the People, as well as to pro- 
vide for the Security of his Kingdom^ 
which feem'd to. depend on the Eflablifli- 
ment of the Succeffion in Abfalom^ David 
was oblig'd to forgive him, and recal him. 
And, when he was recalPd, and re-inftated 
■in the King's Favour, 'tis no Wonder that 
a young Prince, of his gay Temper, fliould 
multiply his Attendants^ and fct up a rich 
Equipage J to attradl the Eyes and Admi- 
ration of Mankind ; or that his Father, 

wliofc Riches fo well enabled him to bear 
the Expcncc of this Magnificence, and 
whofc Heart rcjoic'd peihaps to fee his 
Son the Favourite of the People, did not 
rcftniin him in it j becaufe a Man of an 
open Spirit himfclf loves to fee his Children 

make a I'igurc in Life, which, in all 
Eajiern Countries, was a Thing cuftomai-y, 
and might here more cfpccially be expedt- 
ed in the e/dtyi^ and Heir prejumptive to 
the Crown. 

(;/) Some, of the Jcwifi Dodtora tell 
us, that, how • indulgent focver David 
might be to bis Son Abfalom^ he never 

intended h\m for his Succcflbr in the King- 
iXom i liiat ])c had all along made a Pro- 



mi (c to Bathjhcbd^ 



Out 



(which Promifc, tJio* {0) recorded later in 
the Hillory, mi[;hc at' firft conic to ^Z/^- 
/y//^\s tliat J)cr Son Solomon fliould 

fucccctl in the Regal Dignity; und tliat 
Abfalom^ both from a Contcioufncis of his 
owji Demerits, and of Superiority of 
Wifiloni and Fictv, that anncarM in Solo-* 




mon^ perceiving that his Father intended ^^^^ zSam. 
to poftpone him, and inflate the other, . 
enter'd into this Rebellion, in order to 
aflert his Birth-right to the Crown, But 
the Fault in David was not any Exclu- 
fion of Right, but too blind an Indulr 
gence to his Son, even while he was in 

Arms againft him, ready to kill, and 

refblv'd to depofe him : Spare ye the young 
Many fays he j and this he might defire, 
partly from a Confcioufnefs of his own 
Sin in the Cafe of Uriah, which was the 
meritorious and procuring Caufe of the Re- 
bellion, in which his Son vi^as .unhappily 
engag'd 5 partly from a Confideration of 

his Touthy which is commonly foolifh and 
giddy, and fubje(i% to evil Counfels, and 
therefore defervcs Pity 5 and partly from a 

Senfe of Piety in himfelf, as being unwil- 
ling that he Ihould be cut off in a iinful 

Rebellion, without any Space, or Means 
of Repentance. 

These might be Ibme of the Rea- ^«<^w^^joab 

fons, that made David give his Army fo "^J'ltmi 
ftriil a Charge, not to kill his Son, in Cafe 
they fhould tal«i him : But Joab had 
quite different Sentiments of the Matterl 
He perceived, that there could be no Safe- 
ty to the King, nor Peace to the King- 
dom, no Security to himfelf, or other loy- 
al Subje<3:s, as long as Abfalom lived • 
that, notwithftanding this unnatural Re- 
bellion, the King was ftill inclinable to 
forgive him, and that there would alv/ays 
be fome unquiet People, that would be 
moving fiefli Dift'urbances, in order to fet 
him on the Throne. ' Looking^ upon this 

Charge therefore, as an Ordcr^ more pro- 
per for a Parent^ than a Prince^ he ad- 
ventured to difobcy it. For he thought 
with himfclf, (/) that the King ought not 
to be obferv'd in an Affiiir, wherein he 
fhcw'd more Regard to his private Pa(^ 
fion, tlian to the pnhlick C?ood ; tliat Fa- 
thers flaould always fiicrificc tlicir paternal 
Tcndcrncfs to tlie Intcrcfl. of the Govern- 
ment 5 and that, as Abfalom had forfeited 
his Life to the Laws upon fcveral Ac- 
count;;, 



(//) PooPit AnnotiUiono on z Sam. xv. 7. 
Cuiiunrjinaiy oil ^ >V(///;. .wiii. 1.^. 



[o) I Kiligii i. 30. 



Chap. IV, from the I/raelites entering Canaan, to the Building of 
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2949, 



counts, it was but Juftice now to take j Wni with great BoleaxmtY^ and making 



Ant. Chrift. this Opportunity of difpatching him, as mournfiil 



From 
i. to 



10C5 




Why David 

did not punijh 
him for the 
further of 

Abner. 



an Enemy to his King and Country : But praifing his Vdlour, and other great 



whether, in this Adl of Difobedience to j Qual 



and curfing the Au-r 



the Royal Command, Joab is perfectly to 
be vindicated, we fliall not pretend to de- 
termine. *Tis certain, that he was a Per- 

fon of a bold Temper, high Paflions, and 



thor of his untimely Death : (j) /, and 
my Kingdom y iays he, m-e gui kiefs before 



of 



from the Blood of 

er : Let it reji 0? 



fiery Refentments i that valued himfeif up- | Head of Joab, and on all his Father's 



on the Services, he had done the King, j Hozfe 



feemed not to be much 



Houfe of 



re not fail fron 
that bath an Iffii 



falletb 



Staff. 



Authority. 

The Complaint, which makes 
to fbme of his Courtiers,' upon this Gene- j etb Bread, 
raps murthering the famous jibner^ de- 
clares the true Reafon, why he could not, 
at that Time, put the Laws in Execution I njanly, and putting them to fach exqui- 

- (y) Know ye not, lays fi^s Torments, only for a fmdl Indignity, 



But what Apology fhall we make ^-^b 
• his treating: the A}7tino?tttes 10 jnhu- Ammoi 



him 



he, that there is a Prince^ a?td a great which a young King, at the Inftigation 



Man fallen this Day in Ifrael ? Jbzd I am 
this Day weak, tho' a^iointed King j and 
thefe. MefZy the Sons of Zeruiah, be too 



of Ibme evil Coanfellors, 



upon 



ajfadors, fince their feems to be no 
ortion between xh^ ' Affront^ and the 



hard forme: The Lord Jljall reward the [R^'^^^S^i'^^^^^^y^ the one's having their 



Joab 



of Evil according to his Wickedi 



Beards and Clothes cut a little /hotter, and 



or 



Ne- the other's being put under Saws a?id Har^ 



■ — « " 

phew, {r) v/ho had ftuck clofe to him in rows, or.tlirown into hot burning Furnaces? 
all his Adverfity, an excellent Soldier him- / Had David indeed been the Inventor of 

fuch frightful Punifliments, we might 



Man 



thority among the Army j fo that, had ] have juftly reckon 'd him a Man 



David immediately called him to fiijtice 
for this vile Adl againft Abner, fuch was 
his Intereft among" the Soldiery, that he 



Mutiny 



Means 



hinge the Government, that was not, as 
yet, flifficiently cilabliflied, It was a Point 

of Prudence therefore in David, to delay 
the Puniflimcnt of fo powerful, and lb 

perilous a Man, until a more cojivenient 
Scafon, and oj)ly, for the prcfent, to cx- 
prcls his Dcteflation of the Deed, by com- 
mending the Deceased, condemning the 



Mi 



Mil? 



W; 



Funeral in Sackcloth, and other Enfigns 
of Mourning. 

So ilir is David from 'winking at Ab- 
mr\ iVIurthcr, that wc lind him buryii»g 



fame cruel and brutal Spirit, as was 
Caligula, who, in After-Ages, (as (/) 
Suetonius tells us) was wont to take a great? 
Delight in inflifting them : But, the Truth 
is, that thefe were the Punifl^ments, 
which the Ajnmojiites inflidled upon the 
fcws, whenever they took them Prifoners 5 
and therefore David, when he conqucr'd 
their Country, and reduced their capital 
City, us'd tlicxn with the like Cruelty : 
Not every one of them indifcriminately, 

but fucli only as appcar'd in Arms againft 

iilm, and hud either utlvib'd, or apj^rovM 
the Advice of putting fuch a Dilgracc upon 
his Mcirengers. 

TiiK Ammonites 'tis certain^ were early 

initiated into all the Cruelties of tlie People 

of CdtHdiUi : Whcji they iiifclltxl ya/jt'/h- 

Gilcad, and tlic Bc/jc[*^'d made an OlFcr to 

fiinciulcr 



(y) 2 S;tni. iii. 3 b*, 



(/') Vatrid*^ C«»imcutary on 2 AV;///. iii. 3;;. 



(1) 2 iiani. iii. iiy. 
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A. M. furrcnder, the eafieft Condition that they 
Ant!%rift. would grant them, was, that they might 
^l*J^^ {zi) thriiji out all their right Eyes, and lay 

it for a Reproach upon Ifrael for ever ; 
which one laftance, as I take it, is in the 
Room of ten Thoufand Proofs, to demon- 
11 rate, that thefe Ammonites were Mon- 
fters of Barbarity ; and that therefore King 
David was no more culpable for retaliating 
upon them the fame Cruelties, that they 
us*d to infli6l on others^ than the People 
of jigragenttmt were, for burning Phalaris 
in his own Bully or Thefeza the Hero, 
for flretching Procraflcs beyond the Di- 
menfions of his owji Bed, For even 
Heathaz C7i{vn{\.s have determined, that no 
Law can be more jufl and equitable, 
than that, which decreed Artijis of Crzielty 
to peri/Jj by their own Arts. 

The particular Punifhment of pafjing 
through the Brick-Kihis, an ingenious {x) 
Author feems fairly to account for, by 




making this Conjecture. 



It is very 



well known Hiys he, that the Jews 
" were Slaves in Egypty and particularly 

cmploy'd in Brick-making. Now it is 
" natural for all People at Enmity to 



Sin and Impenitence, and was therefore From c Sn 
deprived of that mild and merciful Spirit, 
for which he had formerly been fo remark- 
able J there is no Wonder, if being now 
become cruel and hard-hearted, as well as 
exafperated with the Length of the Siege, 
he treated the Ammonites in the fame out- 
rageous Manner, that they were accuftom'd 

to treat his Subjedls, not only to retaliate 
the Thing upon them, but to deter all 
future Ages likewife from violating the 
Right of Natio7iSy by treating the Perfons 
of publick Embafladors with Contempt. 

That the Rights of Embaffadors are 
guarded by all Laws, both Divine and 
Human, and that therefore a Violation of 
thefe Rights is not only unjuft, but im- 
pious, is the general Sentiments of all the 
moft able {y) Writers upon the Laws and 
Conftitutions of Ciuil Government, So 
tender were the Romans in this particular, 
{'z) that they appointed twenty Feciales (as 
they call'd thofe Officers) to infpe6l their 
good Ulage, and preferve their Immu- 
nities J to make them immediate Repara- 
tion, when any Injury was done them- 
and, in Cafe of a perfonal AfFront or 



" rep 

and Bafencfs 



roach one another with the Meannefs Indignity, to deliver up the OiFender, 

of their Original. As even tho* he were a Noble or a Patriciazi 

therefore the Ammonites were a cruel by Birth, into the Hands of the Nation, 

and infolcnt Enemy, and nothing could from whence the Embaflador came, to be 



" be more natural for Men of their Tcm- treated by them, as they thought fit. And 

per, when they had got any ye%vs in therefore, we need Icfs wonder, that King 



cc 



thcif Power, than to cry ont^ fczid the Dav/d^ who in all his Aflions was a nice 

■ 

Slaves io the Brick-Kilns^ and fo ioj^- Ohfcrvcr of every Pundilio in ptiblick 

t/or them loJh'ath\ .f<) nothing could Ilonour, fliould rcfent, info high a Man - 

«' be more natural than for the yeavSy ner, an Indignity, the greateft that could 

*' when they got an Advantage over be ofler'd, put upon his .Miiiijlcrs^ and 

ihein, to retiini thcni tlic jflimc Treat- from them rcflec^ling upon his own Ma- 

nicnt." However this be, 'tis certain jefly, merely for lending a kind Coniplc- 

tli:it the Sic'j^^e ol" Ridfhah brgan before nicnt of Ciy//*'/*?/"//^^ to ;i fooli/Ii Prince, (as 

David had any criminal Commerce with he proved) upon the Death of a very wor- 

Haihjheba^ and if the I'own was not | ihy [•'athcr. 
taken till after Solomon' w Hirlh, (as the 
Kcciucl ol ills I liflory Iceins in imply) the 



A Man fo u^:ealo//s for his own Ilonour ihnv he hp! 
as well as lor the Rii^lit of Nations, in his 



Siej!;e nuifl lall for ul)out two Years; \n /^//V/f/t Cap.itily, can lianlly be prefinuM 
which Tinu', ujion the Siippoiition that to be an Abettor of /\ /////)' in J i is more 

y^fn>/V/ con tin uM in an obdurate State of.\private. We nuiil therefore fupjiofc, 

that 



((0 > ^ani- I. (.v) The IliAory of the Life of King Dawd, 

fenJ^rft Arc. {'.') Ciotius, dc Jure Uclli, lib. ii. cnp. i !>'. 



(y) ViJo ihotim, ihUoi^ Pit. 



F 

Ghap. IV. Jrom the Ifraelites entering Gandan, thb Building of the Temple. 
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that, notwith {landing hiS; War with- I Gibbets, to be a Speftacle of AbK^rrgnce ; P^-om. aSanrt 

"* to XIX* 




bojheth,^ wherein there might happen Ibme 



off their right Hands 




Skirmijhes, he ftill kept his Promife with I with daey had committed this ' execrable 



his Father Saul^ not to dejiroy any bis 



of 



Family > . and therefore \n. the whole Com- | with they had made their Efcape from 
pafs of the War (in which, tho' it lafted Juftice. 

leven Years, we no where read of one j AB NE R indeed afted very ba/ely, 
JBattle fought) he adted in the defenfive, very treacheroufly, in deferting IJ?jboJhetb 
not offenfive Part, and kept an Army by (the King whom he had fct up) upon a 

him, not to deftroy SnuVs Pofterity, but very flight Provocation ; but David had 



Why he migh^ 
viake itfi cf 



merely to maintain himfelf in the Pof- 

feffion of that regal Dignity, wherewith 

bamuel, by God's Order and Appoint- 
ment, had in veiled him. 

IS HB O S HE TH knew very well, 

that Samuel had anointed Davidy and that 



no Concern in all ' this* .The Kingdom 
belong'd to him by Divine Donation. 
Abner knew this, before he proclaimed 
TJ}DboJ]:>eth ; and therefore all the Mifchiefs 
of the civil War are chargeable upon 
him: Nor can David be blam'd for re- 
God had appointed him to be his Father's ceiving his own Right, even tho* it was 
Succeflbr in the whole Kingdom of IfraeL tender'd- to him by the Hand of a bad Man. 
And. therefore his oppofing him in an The Truth is, David did not delude 
hoftile Manner, was Provocation enough, Abiier from liis Mafler, but Ab?2er made 
one would think, had not David re- the iirft Overture of his Service to him ; 
member'd {a) his Oath made to Saul^ and as this was no unfavourable Oppor- 
and thereupon overlook'd this ill Treatment tunity of uniting the two contending 
of his Son, and pronounced him a righ- Kingdoms, which Providence fcem'd to 



teous Per/on, The Removal of an Adver- 
faryi and dangerous Competitor for a 
Crown, might be thought a meritorious 
Piece of Service by ibme ambitious Prin- 



have thrown in his W ay, David had 
been perfidious, not only to his own In- 
terefl, but to the Ertablinimciit of the 
general Peace of thc; Nation, Jiad he not 



ces5 but David was of another Sentiment, fallen in with it. (f) He, no doubt, was 



riisSoul and his Notions were the, iame, 
as what infpir'd die great Alexander, when 
he took Vengeance on Bajfus for having 
kiird his Enemy Darius 5 (c) for he did 
not conlider Darius, io much in the Ca- 



privy to the Caufc of Abucr's Di/]^ii/l : 
But, without approving citlicr of his 
Crime or his Trcafon, he might law- 
fully make ufc of the Traitor ; nay, and 
confer on him fomc Tokens of hi.s Favour 



paclty of an Enemy, as Ba^us in that of a too, in Con/ldcraiion of the Benefits he 

Friend to the Perfbn, whom he had had rct:civ'd fiom him^ and of Ibmc coni- 

bafcly murther'd. And it is not impro- nicndablc Qualities, cither natural or 

bable, that his Rcflcftion upon the Hid political, that he had obfervM in him. 

Fate of Saul*s unhappy Family, and The Inflnimcnr. is not to he rcji;ardcd in 

the folcmn Promife he had given for all AcUioiis^ and even a l)a(l Man, when 

their Prcfcrvation, as well as the Dc/ign Jic does good Services, may merit a Rc- 

(^/) of clearing himfelf from the leafl; Suf- ward, and be reccivM witli fbmc Aj>pro- 

picion of having any Hand in this bar- hation. 



barons Regicide, prcvailM with David U 



) 



No Man indeed fliouKl cJiga;?;c anoiJiei 



jufliit upon the AuUiors oJ' it, the even)- in a bafe or wicked AQion ; (p) becaidc, 
pkiry Punifhment of hanging them uj)on I whether he conunits the I'hing Iiimfeli, 



9 M 



or 



[a) I Sam. Nxiv. v.i. (l) aSnm. iV. ii. (c) RepiU:i!):it i-nliii non i;im Iioncin rmini fuifii; Oitrium^ 

qunm Ainiciim cjufi, i'mno cfil*t ulciThj. 'JuJIin, Uh. xVu c. 6. [J) l.c (:/o f\ Coim\n:\m\y . {f) Patrkk\\ 

Ctommentnry. (f) Cahut\ Commciiiiiry on j, <S\wj. iii. t z. (f) Nihil inicrca, titrum ipfe Scclut 

^dmitttVy an almiu propter tc Hdmittcrd vclio. Juguji. in Morlhut ManUhtt. 
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w 

or employs another to do it, the Crime isj 
the fame ; but it is not fo (fuys (b) Gro-- 
tius) if a Perfon freely offers himfelf,- with-' 
out any Sollicitation or Perfuafion to it. Inj 

this Cafe, it is not unlawful to ufe him aS: 
an Inftrumcnt, in order to execute what is; 
confcffcdiy lawful for us to do : And, as it is 
not contrary to the Laws of Arms to receive 
a Defertcry who quits the Enemy's Party 
and embraces Ours ; fo we cannot perceive, 
how David could become culpable in 
taking the Advantage of Abner'% Quarrel 
with J/Jjbqf/jeiby when, without any Ap- 
plication of his, he voluntarily fent to him, 
and ofFer'd him his Service, and when the 
good Providence of God feems to have 
employed the Paffion and angry Refent- 
xncnt of that haughty General^ in order to 
bring about his wife Dcfigns, and by the 
Union of the two Kingdoms, prevent the 
JL^fuWon of much BJood. 

B u T what IIkiII we fay in Excufe for 
Jus Fcrfuhy when we find him putting his 
Friend Hujhai upon acting fuch a Part, 
as but bacily became a Man of Honour; 



UjX)n yoin^r, aiul oi 

Son ylhjcdom^ on purpofe to betray him, 
or to give him bad Counfeh 

David are thcfe : (/) 



iTcring his Service to his 



Words 



ifth 



.A 



for mc defeat the Coimfeh 



fo 1i 

'nayjl 



Wo 



ds, (Hiy fomc 
Interpreters) did not adviie JluJJjai to be- 
tray A/ifalon/y or, for his Sake, to violate 
the Laws of Fricndfliip, but purely to go 
anil adjoin hinifclf to Ahfalom^ (wlio, by 
this Time, had afUmi'd the Title of King, 
antl could not projicrly be addrefs'd to witli- 
ont calling him (o) in order to deflioy tlu; 
Counfels of ylhiiofhel^ juft as a General 
fiMuls his Spies into tht^ iMicmy*;: C'ainp, 
to know vvliat |>;dles llicn--, ov as a Kins'; 
keeps ill foreign Courls his iMivoys, to 
gain hilelligencc of the Dcfigns, that may 
be ibrm'd- againfl liiin^ and to clefcat the 





OP 



Abfalt 



at "tiiis^' -=Jnn<9:ure, 



liiriu'ft'War 



declat^ 'againft Mi Father^ gavii 'hii= Fa^ 
ther a>Right W 'triat him a^' ari-^"^/f« 
Enemy,' arfd to emptey either Force or 
Artifice againft him"> iior can this Con- 
dudl of his be bl^ltn'd, unlefs we fhould 
lay, - that, when Kings are ehgag'd in 
War, they are fot-bidden to difguifc their 
true Defigns, evcii tho' it be a Thing 
notorious, that upon tliis Dift/uife the 



Pradice 



W; 



(which 



were never yet accounted unlawful) is 
entirely founded. 



Abfalom 



Mu 



in- him lay, a Parricide, had forfeited afl 
the Rights of Society, but more efpecially, 
as a Rebel : For a Rebel, who fcts himfelf 
to overturn the eftablifh'd Government, 
Order, and Peace of any Corhmiinity, 
does by that hoftile Attempt actually divcfl 
himfelf of all focial Rights in that Com- 
munity. And confequently, Z)^717/V could 
be no more guilty of Perfidy, in formirig a 
Dcfign to fupplant Abfalom, x\ox ' Hujl/ai 
guilty of Villany, in undertaking to put 



It in 



M; 



■ 

fiid to be guilty of Sin, who deceives a 

him away frofn 



Mad-M; 



and 



turns 



murthcring his bcfl Friends, 

The Short of the Matter is, Iliijljal' 
Inftrudions, Wci*c to Ucin^tiatc David" 



Intereft among the Rebels, as well as he 
could. This he could not do without 
fccniing to adl; in a contrary Charadcr; 
and in Order to cficdl this, there was a 
Neccility for his concealing himfelf- and 
conceal himfelf lu; could not, without 
fonic ])cj',[-('(; i){. .nijJiL>iid{iliOJi\ :nul therc- 
loic, tilt: Vjid which he propos'd in what 
he <liil, viw., the IVcvcntiun oC that long 
'JVain of JVlid-hiefs which always attends 



W 



Men Hi 



(/') 1)u Jiirr Ilrlli, lili. iii. c<ip. i. 'rraiiftiiiguiu juic ikili icxijtinui:*, (Jiotiut. {»} ^ S.Jiii. w. {k) Xilt 
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Chap.' IVi from the Ifraelites ^^/^^^an4an, mth^Buiiding of the Temple, 
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Means whi<ih' -he X6dk to decomplifh it. 
For, thoV 'it is -to be wife>d With (/)'C/-. 
-£*^r«>, ^th^t Hll Trying ^knd Diffimutation were 



utterly 




ront 'him4n Life \ yet, ! 



others have ■.'nliairttAiil''dy ■ jthati a beneficial ■. 
Falfehood: is Seher- than] a- ^(ftruSlive T mfb^ > 

m 

a Cafe may be fo circumftantiated, as to 
make Diffimulatioii, ' Whicli (as {m) Lord 

'aeon fays) is nothing elje but a neceffdry 
Dependant upon Sikncci highly neceffary-, 
and a Lie^ which otberwife would be blame^ 
able in a Slave y will deferve Commendation^ 

(fays {«) ^intilian) when a wife Man makes 

Ufe of it^ to fave his Country by deceiving * 
his E.72cmy. Now, as Hujhai's whole. 
Defign was to deceive an open and de- 

clar'd Enemy, who can doubt, but that 

he was at full- Liberty by his Addrefs and 

Subtilty to difconcet t the Meafures of thofe, 
whom all agree, that, had he been fo 
minded, he had Licence to attack with 
open Violence ? (0) To overcome an 
Enemy indeed by Valour, rather than 
Art, founds more gallant, and by fomc 
has been thought a more -f* reputable 
Way of Conqueft ; but, fince the Laws 
of Nature and Arms have made no DifFe- 



guilty 'bf iit!irl'y ' inexcufable ; yet (if we ^rom ^ Sam- 
except thefcf) ^ we cannbt but think, that. 



1. CO XIX- 




although ' feg was a very tender and indul- 
gent r^rerit-^yst he -wo^'^o' Encozirager of 
Vice in his oVvh Famifyi or a tame Con- 
riiver at it in others, had he not been re^ 
ftrain'd, by Reafons of State ^ fometimes 
from punifhing it; that he was true to 
his Promifes, juft in his Diftributions, 
and prudent^ tho' not ci^afty^ in his ;/;///- 
fary Tran/adlions j " of a fingiilar Pre- 
" fence of' Mind, (as {q) yofephus fpeaks 
of him) to make the bert: of what was 
*^ before him; and of as flwp a Fore- 
" light for improving all Advantages, and 
" obviating all Difficulties, that v/ere like 
" to liappcn tender to all FcvCons in 
■Dillrefs, kind to his Friends, forgiving to 
his Enemies 5 and, when, at' any Time, 
he was forc'd to ufe Seventy, 'twas only 
in Retaliation of what other People had 
done to him. 

Happy* were it for us, if we could myGodflmck 

account for the Operations of God witli 

the fame Facility, that we can for the 
Adlions of his Saints ; but ]:jis Coimfels are 
a great Deep, and Jiis judgments (jufl: 



rence, and thofe of Humanity and Mercy tho' they be) are fometimes obfcure, and 
feem to incline to tliat Side, wlierein there pajl finding out. For, what fijall we liiy 
is likely to be the leaft Blood /Iicd ; Hu^ to the Fate of Uz'z,ab? Or what tolerable 



Caufc can we a/lign for iiis fiuldca and 



fi.^ai may be iliid to liavc adcd the wortliy 
Fatriot^ as well as the faithful Sid)jc6t^ j untimely End ? It was Jiow near fevcnty 
in breaking the Force of an unnatural Years fiiicc the Ifraelifes iiad carry'd the 
-Rebellion, and in putting it into his royal Ark from Place to Place, and fo long a 
Maftcr's Mouth to fay, {p) the Loj-d is Difufe liad made theiii forget the Manner 



known to execute fudgmcnt j the ungodly ai^e 



of d{)ing it. 



Jn Conformity to wliat they 



trapped in the Work of their own Hands. Jiad lieard of tlic Philifiincs, tliey put it 
T^hc^ are funk donjon in the Pit that they into a new Cart, or W.ig{.n)n ; but llua 
wade in the fame Net ^ which they hid pyri- | was a^^ainO: the cxprcfs Diredlion of the 

\ .aWj [r) wliich onlerM it to he borne 
upon JVleii's Shoul(it:rs. It is commonly 
fuppos'd, tJjat lh:\':ah \va:; a Levite^ tho' 
there is no Pio(;I' oi ii lioiw yciiptiirc; 

hut 



vily^ are /hair own Vert /ahi'u, 

'pHUS, tho' wc are not ol>li[»M (o vin- 
dicate David in every Paflage of his Life, 

and think fonu; of the crying .Sins he was 



f/) 0/)ic. lil>. lii. c. !<;. (w) Sunn. l-Wd. lib. vi. (//) (^lintil. Inllit. OjaU lib. ^ii. c. l. [a) Pft' 

/tfidjt/'ii Law of Nature, lib. iv. c i. and a,otiHs\\ \Ki[\\\V. of \\i\ql\ lib, t'ii, c. i. 

■| TlitiH wJiLMi PoyiV//, the Macciiouian M'tn^t wan tlcceiv'ti by llii; liopcu Pc.»c«, the oM SViuKora dir.illow'd [Jio 
Aa, aa inconfiacnt with Jiotfimi lUKvcty i faying, Tlwt llicir Ancdicra prrtft-cutctl their Wiim by Viilonr, not CVaft, 
BOt lilifs (.he fubtilc Cartba^hmwst or ciinnjnj', Crecianit nmonj; whom it waa n jjrnitcr (;if)ry to nvcicumc llicir 
ICncinirs by Treachery, than inic V;iloiir. Lvvy^ lib. xlii. c. 47. And it wiin a /ciio\v» I'liiitif lc tii /fU.xmtttr'tt tliftt 
he /coriiM to flc»l n VUhrj. Vlut^inh. tie /Hex. nnd Curtiuit lib. iyr. c. 13. 



(/-) rfiiK ix. 15, 16. 



(7) JcwiHi Aiitifj. lib. vii. c. 12. 
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but fuppofing he was, he had no -Right I againft either a. wilful >Ignorahcei or a rude ^ ^am. 



An^^chiifV. to attend upon the Ark ; that Province/LCpntempt of. his Precepts, , be. they everXo 

J by the -fame Law, {$) was reflj-ain'd to feemingly - fmal| ^ . th^t, by fuch an Ex- 
thofc Levite^ only, who were of the ..ample of Terror^ he^ might inlpire both 
.Houfe oS Kohath rN'^y^ put the Cafe he Priefts and People , with a facred i^re-^^/ of 




V — F 



had been ^.Kohathite by Birth, yet he had 
violated another Command, which pro- 
hibited even thefe Levites^ (tho' they car- 
ry'd it by Staves upon their Shoulders) (/) 
upon Pain of Death, to touch it with their 



Majejty, 
Myjieru 



G o D indeed iB left to his owii Pleafure ^'^^ Meaning 
what Signs he ftiitll think fit to give to his °i/Mulb«ry- 
People, upon , any Occafion, for their 



Hands: So that here was a threefold Good; but the more arbitrary^ and un^- 
Tranfgreffion of the Divine Will, in this common any §ign is, the more it feems 
Method of Proceeding, The Ark, (as to have proceeded from God. Tbo' there- 



fome fay) by Uzza/fs Direction, was 



of 



plac'd in a Cart ; Uzzah, without any pro- Tops of Trees ^ be a Thing not fo congruous 
per Dcfignation, adventures to attend it; to our Conceptions, yet it will not there- 
when he thought it in Danger of falling, fore follow, that it was not the realSign^ 
qfficioujly he put forth his Hand, and laid | which God gave David^ becaufe the 
hold on it, (all Violations of the Divine 
Commands) and this (as is fuppos'd) not fo 
much out of Reverence to the facred 
Symbol of God's Prefcnce, as out of Diffi- 
dence of his Providence, as unable to pre- 
fcrvc it from overturning. 



flranger the Phanomeno?! was, the greater 
Affurance it convey'd of the Divine Inter- 
pofition in his Favour : Nor can the 



efs 



nfeffedly 



The Truth is, this Ark had fo long 

continu'd in Obfcurity, that the People 
in a Manner had loft all Senfe of a Di- 
vine Power rcfiding in it, and therefore 
approach'd it with- Irreverence. This is 
imply'd in David's Exhortation to Zadok 
and Ahintha7\ after this Misfortune upon 
Uxzab : [zi) Te arc the chief of the Fathers 
of the Levites j fanSiify yourf elves therefore^ 
both ' ye^ a7id your Brethren^ that you may 
bring up the Ark of the Lord God o/Tfracl, 
unto the Place that I have prepared for it > 
fory becaufe ye did it 7iot at the firjl^ the 
Lord our God made a Breach upon us^ for 
that %ve fought him 7iot after the due Order. 



of 



made 



of an Army's marching. 

There is no Reafbn however to 
acquiefce in this Conftrudlion only, {x) 



Word 



which we render 



TopSy in feveral Places of Scripture, fig- 

nifies the Begimzings of Things likewife j 
and, in this Acceptation, the Senfe of the 
Sign, which God gave David, will be 



this : 



When 



cc 



Men 



Whi 



Wonder 



then, if God, being 

minded to tcftify his immediate Prcfcncc 
with the Ark» to retrieve die anticnt Ho- 
nour of that fiicrcd FeJJel^ and to curb all 
licentious Profanations of it for the future, 
fhonltl llnj>;Ic out one, that was the mod 

culpable of many, one, who in three 
fnilanccs was then violating his Commands, 
to be a Monument of his Diiplcafurc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



the Entrance of the Place, where the 

Mulherjy-Trees arc planted, then do 
thou make ready to fall upon thine 
Enemy ; for this Noifc (which is occa- 
fion'd by the Miniftry of my Angels) 
goes before thee, both to conduil thee 
in thy Vyay, and to injcdl Terror into 
" thine Advcrllu ies." 

But how plauiible foever diis Inter- 
pretation may fecm, there is fome Rcafon 
to fnfpc<5l-, that the other Woid Bochim^ 
which our Tranlkition callii Mnlhcrry-Trccs^ 
is, in Reality, the proper Name of a I'lacc. 

{y) I1ie 



(0 Niiiiib. vii. 17, (/) Ibid, iv. i-;. («) 1 Chron. xv. m. 13. (a) PahhVi Commentary 

III J.uciini. 



f 



^ ■ - - ■ — — ■ i 

Chap. IV, /rom the Ifraelices entering Gaaaan, to the ■Building of the Temple. 



A. M. 

2949, ^c. 
Ant. Chrift. 




equal: to this) either;, hung, or fupporfed 
over^ the .Throne,, where, at , th^lr. Cpror 
nation, or upon other folemn QcpiiQons, 

they were wont tq fit. • 



■ - t 

11 - 



. The _ J^Tc;/^ ^Ppapr?, indeed , have . i a " 



(^) The Prophet Ifaiab ha:s a plp-iij.. :-^lIu- 
fion to this Piece of Hiftory, and ieetns to 
confirm what we here fuggeft. ...ST^^'Zror^/, 
fays he, Jhall rife up' as in Mount Pera^im 5 
be Jhall be wrath as in the Valley, of .Cl-r 

r _ _ 

beonj i, e. he fliall deftroy his Enemies, very pdd Conceit, viz, that Davids .:when 
as he did tho Phzhyiines sLt BaaUPerazim^l i^^^ this . Crown from the King of 

under David, and the Canaanites at G/-J ^;/»^^^ 

under. Jojhua What hinders - then, Load-Stone, that he had ; as if the Power 

1 

but that Beroche Bochim may fignify the of the Magnet- ,to a,ttra<a: Gold, as 
Mountains of Bochim? And fo the Senfe well as Iron. But let that be as it. will 



of the Words will be. 



« When thou 'tis but to fuppofe,., that the. Crown, here 



heareft a Noife,. as of many People upder . Debate; was .of this larger ;.Kind, 

" marching upon' the Hills, or High- and that,; by fome Mealjs or other, it was 

Places of Bochim^ then- thou haft nor Supported over the. King's Head, ; while he 

" thing to do, but . to fall imtncdiately was fitting on bis Th.rQne, and then there 

^^upon the Enemy." Either of thefe will be an apparent Reafon, y2)r /^^^^^^^ 



Interpretations, clears the Text from any 
■ieeming Abfurdity 5 and I /hall only ob- 

fcrve farther, that, from* the Paflase of 
the above cited Prophet, as well as fome 
Expreflions in the xviii. Pfal. fuch.as, {z) 
He fent . out his jirrows, and fcaftered 
them y . be cajt forth Lightniiigs . and, de- 



Crown from off^ .or-;(aiS;|;he Hebrew Wbrds 
will bear it) from over, the. King's Head^ 
and placing it, in like Mannei", over. DsL^ 
yid's Head, even to indicate the Tran- 
flation of his Kingddm to pavidj. 

(a) *:Tis a common Thing however 
in Hebrew, as well as- other leiarned .Lan- 



Jlroyed them, it feems very likely, that a 1 guages, to have the. .^me Word .fignify 
mighty Storm of Thunder and Lightning, both the Weight and Value of any Tiing, 

of Hail-Stones a7id Coals of Fire^ (as the. And that the Pi".icQ.;or Worth . of the 
Pfalmijl calls it) was affiftant -to .D^tz;/^ in \ Crown is. here the Meaning of the Phrafe, 



the Acquifition of this Victory. 



we -have the, mprje Reafon to. think, ^ be* 



ne might of 
ihe King of 
HabbahV 
Cronvn ac^ 
counted fof* 



In the Account of David*s Conqucft caufe Mention is< made, of an Addition of 

. . . . . , ^ . A ■! t ■ ^ - ' • ■ - . ■ . , 

of . the jimmonites,-^t Weight of "their precious Stpnes, [which are .ijeyer efti- 
King's Crown feems not a little mon- mated by the Weight of Goldii ; (b) ^ofe-- 
ftrous- The Weight of a Talent, which, pbus tells us of, one Stone :.of, great Value 



upon the loweft Computation, amounts iri . the [Middle of the Crown,. ;vvhiph he 
to no lels than 123 Pounds, is allow'd to calls a Sardonyx and as we may fiip- 
be too much for one Neck to fuftain j but pofc, that there were other, Jewels of fc- 
then wc fhould confider, ih^t befides the veral Kinds, plac'd at their, proper Di- 
Cro wn, that was ufually worn,!. it was ftances, thcfc, in Proportion as. they hcigh- 
cuftomary, in fome Nations, for, Kings to tcn'd the Value, mufl: Icfien the Weight 
have * vaft largo, ones, (even, to a Size | of the Crown,, and verify what the fume 

Hiflorian 
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From 2 Sam. 




f r 



4 ^ 
4 4 



(y) IHiiah xxviii. zi. 



(s;) Pfiif. xviii; 14. 

TJic Antit-nt Mmikc mciitioii of fcvcral fuch large Crowno as thcfc, which were made for Sight more than nny 
Thing cUl-. Ju'vonal, cxpofinf^ the Pride and Vanity of fome of the chief ^^a}»ii^|■alca at AW, dcfcribcfl the Pomp 

and Sj^)lcndor of their Appearance in thcfc Words : 

Qnod (i vidifliit pr;utorem in curribufl nltiji 
l^xtantcm, & medio fitbliincm In pnlvcre ciici. 
In tiinicd Jovin, & piilx- ferranu /crciiitiu 

V.K limnciiii aiilieii loyjXf 7nagfttrt}ue cototuc 

%inium orhem, tjiutnto etrvix mv ff^kiit ulla, Sat. icj. 

.V//wjrtr/// (lib. V. c. H.) dL-fcrihe.'i a CVowm inudc of (iold, that waJi four and twenty I'ocit in Chcnnifcrcncc, and nicn- 
lions oiherii, tliat were tivo, fome four, and fouio /ivc I''oot deep ; aa /V///j', (Iil>. xxxiii. c. 3.) in lilce Manner, takca 
Notice ()f fome, tJiat were of no lefu tliaii eiglit Tound Weight. Calmet^w Comment, in Louuiii. 
[a) PoaPi: Aniiotationu and P/j/ric^*a Coinmvntary in Locum. 

N U Mi;. L. 



U) Jcwifh Anciq. lib. vii. c. 7. 
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A. M. Hiftorian tells us of it, Dt%. that David 
^nt.^Chrift. 'wore 'it conjfa'ntly oh his Head afterward 




for an Ornament, 
And of Abfa- T H E R E is another Difficulty ftill be- 
S.^'^'^'^hind, : Which relates to the Weight of 

lA^falom's H^ir, that in the Words of the 




Texty^ is thus exprefs'd : 



(f) \jlnd 



Several Opi- 
rtiofis concern- 
ing it. 



when he polled his Head^ (for it nvas at 
every ' Thar^i End thai'- be polled tt % and 
becaufe the Hair 'was hedvy on bi'm^ ' there^ 
fore he polled it ) he weighed the Hair of 
his Head ^ at two hundred ShekeU after the 

^'ngls -^ freight. In the Explication of 
which .Words, the -Sentiments^ of the 
Learned' have beert -ifb ^any^ and-varibiis, 
thali we fhall content ourfelves with com- 
meptiihg upon fome of the chief of them. 

Those, who are of Opinion, tliat the 
Words related only to the Cuttings 6f Ab- 
falom's Hair, make tkie two hundred 



jlbfalom's Head, (to thin and fliortcn 'his ^^9™ z Sam. 

r-r - 1 ■ * t ■ • i. to xiX. 

'Hairy vvhen it grew too weighty and 
tf oableibme to him) amounted to no more 
than four Shekels j which is much about 
two Ounces ? And yet, the whole Defign 
of this Narration feems to portend fome^ 



F F 



thing more than ufual, in this prodigious 
Inereafe of Abfalonf ^ Hair, 

The Text howevei: does not ipeafc of 
the Cuttings of the HaiPj but of the Head 
of Hair itfelf, when it talks of the Weight 
of tUDO' hundred "Shekels j and therefore 
thole, who take it in this larger Senfe, 
are not forgetfiil to remind us, that, in 



•thofe Days, Hiair was accounted a very 
great Ornament, and the longer it was, 
the more it was efteem'dj that Abjdlom^ 
to be lure, would not fail to nourifh his 
with the utmoft Care, and to let it grow 
long enough, becaufe' it contributed lb 



Shekels the Pr/V^i and* not the '^/>i&/ miich' to the Gracefulnefs of his Perfon ; 
of them : And, to this Purpofe they fop- that, in After- Ages (as perhaps they did 
pofe, that - tho' Abfalom himfelf might , then) Men were wont to uie muqh Art 
not fell his Hair, yet feme Perforis- about with their Hair^ and drisfe it fevery Day 

him '/might do it, in' Corhplai(knce ' to the ; with fragrant Ointments, ih order to xiiake 
toadies of ' yerKfalemy who rhight not it grow thick and ftrpng ; that the noble 
think themfelves in the -Fafhion' unlels : Guards, ^ which attended 'i5'£?&;//(?;z ^(^^ 
they, wore a favourite Lock of the Prince's. Jj^te (^)* informs us) had their long Hair 
But, , belides the Abfurdity of the King's flowing about their Shoulders, which thdy 
Son fiifFering- any of his Domeiftieks to fell powder'd 'with fmall Pk'rticles of Gojtd, to 
his Hair, the very Words of the Tcijtt are I make 'It fparkle^ and gliften againlt' the 
a Cdiifutatidri- of this Notion, ' where they SunV and' ' that, thdt^efore, it is not im- 



4 V i 



tell us, that weighed the Hair of his 

jfiS-W J whereas, had it been fold, thi 

■ t 

J?f/y<.r'*tnnft have weigh'd the Monyi even 
(d) as Abraham did-j -when he purchased 
the Field '^if ' 



probable,'' 'that ./ZJ/Z^/ow, who himfelf was 
a ' ^y young Man, and wanted noiie of 
tliefe Helpi or Improvements, migtil:', irt 



Procefs'of Time, bring his Hairup'to th6 
Weight, that the Scripture recoi^ds, which^ 
Ot UK us again pretend, that there is a j according to the G<7///aS*>6(?/^6'/ (that was but 
maiufcH Miftake crept into- the Text, 'which half as' 'much as the Silver) came to no 

I 

has heeii occafion'd by an ignorant Tranf- more (as the learned ' Bochart endeavours 
cribcr*s infcrting one numerical Letter for to prove) than three Pound and two 
anoihcj-, the Rfcb inflcad of tJic Dale/hy Ounces, 



i. .c, two hundred inflcad of four: But, 



B u T lincc the Scripture fays nothing 



bcfidcH the Uncertainty, whether the for- of any fuch Additions, as Ointments, or 



luer llabrews nuule uie of th 



Letters Gold-duft, to inh: 



the Weight of the 



inflcad of I'lgiars, (wlicreof tlicrc is not Hair; others, wlio think ibis tor) much 

the leiifl Sign or olcen in any antient for a Man, tliat polled liis Ilair once every 

Copies) wherein, 1 j^ray, would the great Year, if not oftjier, Jiave ohferv'd from' 

Wonder be, if what was cut oil" from the Wordii, which we render at 



every 
2^ear's 



I 



(() :. Siini. xiv. :.6 



(1/) Gen. xxiii'. 16. 



(i) JcvvJfh AiitJi]. lib. viii. r \7.. 



Ghap.» IV: from the I{ra.dke$iep$ierzi^g: Canaift, V/? tSe Bzlildtng of the Tempi 
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. A. M.. ' 



Tear's End^ that^ in the Original, they 
imply no particular Defignation of Time j 




and thence infer. 



jjbfahm 



weigh his feir fo often as once every 
Year, but at this particular .Twe only, 

to Jerufakm' 



He 



*^ t^iree.Year^, P^^^^^^*?SrSF^^^. Sorrow for 
r*- ,hia Sin, feems-to have taken- upon: Jbim 



Nazarite 



one 




this Captivity, whoever he was, that re- ^^J^wafiam. 
VIS d thefe Books of Samuel^ made men- 
*^bn of fuch Weights as were not properly 
Hebrew^ but fuch as (after Jiocfy or feventy 
Years Captivity) the Jews only knew,, aad 
"diefe were t\ic ^^abylonijh'-, arid'-tfiat there- 
fore, when he comes to mention the 
•Weight of Jlbjahm^^' flaiiv and- felts us, 
that it was two. hundred SbeheU^ he adds 
(by Way ofgxplanation) that it was afief: 



4 



Wei 



rfijch' a . deter. 



■ rirRe-call home, being n^^ the 

and Meafii 



" his Vow, he order'd his Hair to be cut 

\5?iS:.:grQvs^n:Ve- 



Writers ' upan vWdght 



ctunberfome 



ampfiuited 



4 

Wpight,^ that; the facred ;fJift' 



^^^^ 

!itiat,:.:accordi£ig , tp this Hypotheftsl Jbfd^ 

lam^s Hair,' which weighed two hundred 

\6e?4y&;?//7j -^b^kels,. catiie -but,:.- in our 
Weights to about thirty-threp Ounces; a 



Na2i(iritifm has no Found 
ture,r (>9 except; that lyiing Erf ten<5? to his 

Father, when, under the Cl^ak .of Reli- 
giap,,be was , minded to conceal his- intend* 



T G£:/-^bf^lm*s vC^ntity, . which ^thofe 



ion.;s and .therefore all 
l?uUtrjmo9;,,it,v imuftj 



Commodity,., have ^not unfrequently met 



Women 



and 



therefore, wh^i^t brings this .Ipng-contefted 
Story, at leaft, within the Bounds of a 



fair Probability, 

. Thus- have, we attempted to folve moft 
of the remarkable Difficulties^ that either 
A ;RT?^;^srP?^^^^v^"S ^^^ Charader oi David y ox othet 



- 1 ' ' 
' J 1 



t t ' r t / 1 ' 



l^yqntions w,QiM 



V^fM of Scriptpre-Account, during this 



two 



??.#??P^'^^ .l^^-fplve.th^Jpii^qirity by Period of its Hiftory : And may^now be- 
tei^%g to thej^ latter . Word?i ii? lhe.^^^ gijia:;:tO ;W4ve the JeJlimo?2y of Heathen Au- 

himdred Shekels^ after the :JQng's\ihmym Confirmation of what we may 
t^^ght.; And,, to this, jRurpofsy;.(r^/ tl:»ey 

kjt^it down as o,\P,rwipk^ thati duririgthe [ crc^^ Records. j becaufc Fads; of that Kind 
Reigns of the Kings of Judi^jb^, thiere vvas 

adation ip ':thc Hebrew Weights, not \ Jerwi^ 
were there any, , thi^t were call'd-. the. J&V/^'i 5 1 pf .King David, to' make fo confiderabic a 
that tfip, Differcnqc'.bfitween the King"^ and 

the coinmpn Weight, ^ did not commence, 

till after feme. Contiiinancc of die Babylo- 1; ble' Hi'florianK, • both Greek ^nd Latin. 

Mm 



nijh Captivity ; that,, towards, th^ :End of I 



I 

(/} 2 Sam-, xiv. 7, {^a 



(f). Vide CahniC^ Commcntar}/ in Xociuik 



(/.') IbiJ. 



I 
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0/* the f acred . 




1 - 



t ^ p r » 



and profane Hiji^ry^ during Period., 



# ^ ^ - 



4 



Difficulties in 
the Cbromhgy 




3 F O R E w& enter upon the foreign 
Hiftocy -of -this Period^ it may not 
loroDer to take Notice of fome chro^ 



that they amounted ton i Years j which, 
if joined to' the Years of th& Judges^ vf\i\ 
make the /<^r^/f«/^?r Yfeai*s of this Period 



mlogical Difficulties, that are to be found far exceed 'the-^^«^r^/y But, by being in- 
in the . Scripture- Account of it. The eluded in the Time, affigned for the Go- 



Space of Time, from the Departure of the 



Judges, 



Ifrael out of Egypt ^ to ih& \ particular and general Account of tHe 



Laying the Foundation of the Temple at Yiears agree very rightly. 



r 1 



y.?r«/^/(?w/ IS ib exaftly ftated, that it will 
admit of no' Difpute ': For {a) it came- to 
pafsy fays, the Text, in the four hundred 
and fourfcore Tear, - after the Children of 
Ifrael were come up out of the Land of 
Egypt, in the 

fecond Month'^ 'Solomon began to build 
the Houfe of the Lord: Biit then the Man- 
ner of computing this Number of Years 
has been various. 

{b) The Generality of the y^'zc'jj who 



Month 



T H E R E' is ■ another 'Difference between 
this Account in the firft Book of Kings, 
and what the Apoftle affirms in the jiSis 



Time, 



Ap6fili 



VIZ. 



that 



aft 



Joihua 



about the Space of four hundred and fifty 
Tears, until- SsLtnud ■ the' Prophet; But 
now, if there be 45b Years frohi the \D/- 
vifon of the Land o£ Canaan' (which hap- 
pened in ^ th^ feventh Yfcar o{ yojhud's 
make it 450 Years from the Death of j Government) to the Time of the Govern- 
^ojfhua, to the Time of Samuel, fuppole ment, or even of the Death of Sdmiiel^ 
the Difference, from the Departure oiit of there muft be many mbre than 480 Yeirs, 



Egypt, to the firft Beginning of the Tem- 
ple, to be 597 Years j but tliis Account 
is 127 more, than what wc find in Scrip- | Temple. 



1 



» 4 



ture. 



Jofeplj 



I. fe 

To .iblve this Difficulty, feme have 



run that mighty Work, 
from the Coming of 



Words 



aft 



ivas 592 Tears 

Ifraelitcs out Egypt 5 but then it is pre- I tieth Verfe, fliould be plac'd at the Begih- 



fum'd, that he (as well as the other Jew) 
reckons the Years of the OppreJJors apart ; 
whereas they ought to be included in the 



feventeenth, and then \ 
\t, from God*s chujlng 
ie Time of t he Judgi 



were 



Years of tlio Judges^ who dclivcr'd the \four hundred and fifty Tears-, for, from 
People from that Bondage : For, 'tis but Jfaac*^ Birth, fay theyy to tlic Departure 
looking into the Scripture- Account, and of Ifrael out of Egypf-, arc 405 Years ; 
we fhall foe, that, {d) before Othniel, they wander 'd in the Wildcrnefs forty 
Ifrael wau opprcffi'd eight Years; before Years; and the Land was divided by Lot 



Ehud, cjglitccn ; bcibrc Deborah^ twenty j 
before Gideon, fcven ; before ftphtbab, 
eighteen ; and before Sampfon^ forty ; now, 
ailding all thcfe tt)gether, we fhall find. 



fcven Years after that ; fo that all thcfe, 
put together, make 452 Years, which the 
Apoflle cxprefles by the round Sum of 
450. But this apparently is not the Scnfc 

of 



2 Sam. 
i. Co xix. 




(w) 1 IviM|';j vJ. I (A) /W/Wri Scripture Climiiolo];)', lib. v. c. i. 

viii. -r. (./) Mill.u\. Ilillury ol iJic Cliiircli, c. i. p. -i. {e) AtU xiii. zo 



[c] Jcvvifli Antiq. lib. 



Chap. IV. from the Ilraelites entering Canaan, to the Buildmg of the Temple. 
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vent their entering into the Land of Pro- 2 Sam 

... , J. to xix- 

tnije) was feaeliar to that Generation, and 




of the Apoftle, who, in his Difcourfe to 
the People, goes on gradually and metho- 
dically thus. God chofe our Fathers be\ might not afFeft others^ fo the Lives of 

bi'ought them out ofEj^^t ^ he led them in others might be extended much longer, 

the Wildernefs forty Tears he divided the until tlie Days oi David ^ and efpecially in 

Land and then he gave them fudgeSy &c. that Family, which God had honoured lb 

(f ) Others therefore have fallen into a dif- highly, as to appoint, that in it his blelled 

fercnt Way of Computation^ by making Son iliould be born. 




the Years of the Judges and Oppreffbrs di- 



(,6) According to this Account, we 



they, until Samuer^ Timey are 239 > ^he 
Tears of the Tyrants are 1 1 1 5 which ^ 
put together^ 772ake exaSily 450 : And this 
Kind of Reckoning the Apoftle might 
mention, (chough he did not entirely ap- 
prove of it) and therefore we find him in- 
troducing it with an i. e. after^ a Man- 
ner ^ or as fome will have it^ who compute 
the Years of the Opprejjors^ as diftincft from 
the Years of the Judges^ though, in Reali- 
ty, they ought to be included in one an- 
other. 

Th ere is flill a farther Diillculty, 
which arifes from comparing the Scj ipture- 
Chronology, with the Genealogies in the 
Book of Rtith, From the Entrance into 
the Land of Canaan^ to the Building of the 



ftindi 5 for, the Tears of the Judges^ fay may fuppofe that Salmo7t might be about 



twenty Years old, when he enter'd into 
Canaan^ and Rabab, whom he married, 
to be about the fame Age j and that Rabab 

might bear Boaz in rJie ^rxty'^ccond Year 

of her Age, which, in thofe Days, was 
no extraordinary Thing : And then, it is 
but fuppofii'ig farther, that Boa^ was an 
hundred and two Years old before he be- 
gat Ohed'^ Obed an hundred and eleven 
before he begat Jcjfe and Jeffc of the 
fame Age before he begat David j and the 
whole Difficulty is reraov'd : Only it may 
be thought a little ilrange, that Men above 
an hundred Years old, fhould be capable 
of begetting Children, until it be confi- 
der'd, that Mojes and Jlaron^ and yo/ljua 
and Calebs were all vigorous Men at this 



Temple, were 440 Years : Now, if out of i Age 5 that, long after this, yehoida^ the 



this, we fubftradt lor David's Life fcventy 
Years, and for that Part of Solo^no^z's 
Reign, which was before the Foundation 
of the Temple, four Years, the Rcmain- 



High-Pric/l, was an hundred and thirty 
Years old when he died ; and that, almoll: 
in our own Remembrance, our Country- 
man, Thomas Parr^ liv'd to an hundred 



der will be 3665 and yet, for thefb three and fifty-tv/o, and had a Son when he was 
hundred and fixty-fix Years, we have four 



Generations only, (for Salmon begat Boa:^; 
of Rahab\ Boaz begat Obed of Rtitb ; 
Obed begat ^#'5 and Jeffe begat David) 
which, at a Time, (g) when the Age of 
Man was reduced to the Compafs of fcventy 
or eighty Years, is a Thijig almofl iinpoili- 
blc. But, as it is not certain, that the 
Lives of all IVIcn were Hiortcu'd at the 



Time, when the Ifrartites murmur d in 
the I4'ildcr7iejs^ fcM-afiniich as the Reafon 



an hundred and five Years old. 

This may fulhce for fetiling the C6r^3- 77j/' proflme 
7iology ; and now to proceed to the Tlijiory ^pthu. '^^ 
of tliis Period. Our lafl.- Connexion of 
the facrcd and projaiie Hifiory, wc con- 
cluded with the Life and Advculurc;; oF 
Scfojlris^ who reign 'd iii F.gyj^^ ajul made 
a very diflinguifhM l*igurc in Icvcral Parts 
of the World, while the !J'raclitc% were 
fojotn-ning in the Wildernefs ; hut, from 
tiie 'J'iinc that they enteral in Ciifmau^ 



Jbr cutting them off fo foon (even to pre- I they fccm to have had no Intercouiie with 



9 



the 



and MUhtr-i V\\\\xc\\ Ililloiy, Cliiip. i. IViiod 

VVc iiavc roiini;)ly l;ilcrii Nolirc (lil.. iii. <Mp. ^ ■ in ti't^ Not-' ] tl'C /w//>r .J' r\oi-""" f< wntfcii I./ 

liiiilnjlham, ana pttlciv'tl by Syncei/iu ; .-iml Jicic l« |.MJcmi willi that C:ii:ilf.c,m:. U\ iIm: Vi.ti .J ll.c V^'mhi /t; 
jci}M.M ij> Ki^yl't. Eif'fjim Cams, one Year. U\ iIil- Vtar j.-^^, bq':"> l^iiuuh, niul rrij...'! Nc;.u. la ilio \'<..«-.' 
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of Time, is fo defac'd and corrupted with 





ny ftrange Stories ; as, that he was begot I^rom 2 Sam 
by Jupiter on Dame\ in a golden Shower ; 
that when he came to be of Age, he con- 
quer'd the Gorgons^ with their Queen Me- 



Fables^ that it is a hard Matter to difcern dufa^ whofe Hair was interwoven with 



any Lineaments of Truth in it ^ and yet it 

may not be amifs to take Notice of fome 

of its remarkable Events. 
cyDeucalion. A BOUT the thirty-ninth Year of £- 

>6/^*^^'s Government in Ifrael^ (in the Time of 

Deucalion^ Son of Pro77%etheiis) there hap- 

pcn'd fuch a Deluge in Theflaly^ as gave 



PI acton. 



0 



Fcrft'iv 



Snakes 5 that he fubdu'd the Inhabitants 
of Mount Atlas J and firft delivered Andro-- 
meday by killing the Sea~monJier lent to 
devour her, and then married her; that 
afterwards, he fought againft the Kings of 
Mauritania^ and Mthiopia^ and, return- 
ing to Greece^ overcame his Uncle Prcetus^ 



(/) the Poets an Occafion to fay, that all and Polydedles^ King of the Ifland Se^ 



Mankind was therein deftroy'd, ; 
Deucalion, and Pyrrha his Wife 
nlcd the World bv throwing Stone; 



riphus. 

Few Things are more famous in the^r^^Argo^ 
Songs of the Poets, than the Expedition 



them, which were inftantly chang'd into | of thofe valiant Greeks^ that accompanied 

Jafon to Colchos.'y and the Foundation of 



M 



Women 



Much about this Time liv'd Phaeto72, the Story is conceiv'd to be this; — That 
a Prince of the LigiirianSy and a great the Argonauts fail'd to fome Part of Scy- 
Aflrologcr, that applied himfelf chiefly to tbia^ to carry off a Share of the Riches 
the Study of the Courfe of the Sun 5 of that Country, where the Inhabitants 
and becaufe, in his Days, the Country of gain'd a great deal of Gold out of the Ri- 
Italy ^ near the River Pf, was fo incom- j vers, that ran from A'lount Caiicafus^ by 
•moded with extraordinary Heats, that 
the Earth became dry, and barren for fe- 
veral Years, {It) it hence became a renown- 
ed Fable among the Poets, that, by his 
Mifguidance of the Horfes of the Sun, 



ufing Sheep-lkins with the Wool on, in 
order to take up that precious Metal, from 
whence it was call'd the Golden-fleece. 
But the Poets, out of their fruitful Brains, 
have made large Additions to the Story 5 



(who is faid to have been his Father) he 'vix, that Jafon fell in Love with 




fet the Earth on Fire. 



at Lemnos j and that, at Colchos^ he mar- 



About the fourteenth Year of 7e?- ried Medea^ the King's Daughter, who. 



ij> 



being a famous Witch, taught him how 



T7'0Sy King of Phrygia^ being belov'd by to kill the Dragon, that kept the rich 

Jupiter (as the Poets fable) was by him Fleece 5 how to conquer the Bulls, that 

can icd up to Heaven in the Shape of an vomited Fire j and how to fow the Ser- 

JLagU\ and, nuicJi againft Ju7to*s Will, ' pcnts Teeth, out of which there arofc an 



made Cup-bearer to the Gods. 



Army of Men ; with, many moi"e Fidtions 



A nou T tlic lixth Year of Jair*s Go- of the Hkc Nature. 



Wor 



Wr 



Bu t, of all the Occurrences in this 
Period, that which has been moil cele- 
brated 



^S3"» '"'IV'" i^h'^'^'fs, iintl n.'ijMiM tvvrnty Vcars. Tii the Year 2552, began ^hyofwiarrs (tlic fame that Jlcrodoiui cnlla 
il/j7/'(,, or /I iiiul Hij'^tiM Lwclvc Years. In the Year began ^fhyrUiuSt and i*cii»irtl (■i)';IU' Ycart, In tJio 

Year Wy''\y\ ^i-miphucaitSt .'md rci[»n'd eighteen Yearn. In the Year 2590» began C7jtifer *J'/tuniS, and n ign'd 

feven Yenrii. Jn the Yt-ar ^v;/, hcy;M\ Chens Phih/oplms, and rcijjn'd twelve Yearn. \\\ tlie Year 2609, bt'f'.a" Chom 
Ephthit, iind icij'ii'ti eleven Yiani. In the Year itTi^o, bi'^^ati AnchnrUn Ochm, and rcijjiiM iixty Yearn. .In the Year 
I'diJi), l)(|',an l*tnteatfoyrh^ and rei^>u\l lixtcen Years. Jn the Year 2696, began Sturmnts, and reignM twenty-threo 
Ynir». In 1 lie Year :'7'9t bij_»an Sijh/Ufjnms, and reignM fil'ty-fivc Year«. In the Year ^774, began il/rtz-w, ami 

icignM forty tJiiee Yean, fn ilu: Year irHr/, began Sip7>omlltrMis.- ~- In tlir Ye:ir began Vhnirm^ or 

•- hi ihr Year bej',an Jmunluvui, and reign'd ijvty thiee Year.**, or Id llie Year of the Worhl I'.yofj. 

Vide yi;;////'i. Chmch llillory, Chap. i. Period .1. 



(/■) (M,/'n Metanioridio/iy, lib. i. fab. 7. 



{'(■} Ibid. lib. ii. fab. 1. 
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And ihe Siege 
of Troy. 



in a fhoft Time, they fitted out ,a yafl: 



and the probable Occafion of it is fuppos'd j Ornament, 

to be this: Ecjt there was an unhappy Accident, 

Not long before this remarkable Event j which mightily retarded the Siege of the 
happened, the Seas were very much in- City, and that was a Difference, which 
fefted with Pirates, who landing on the fell out between Agamemnon and Achilles, 

Shores, feiz'd upon ail the Women and Agamemnon^ as General^ had the Pre- 
Cattle they could meet with 5 and fo car- option of what Part of the Booty he pleas'd, 
rying them off, either ibid them in fome and had tlien taken to hinifcif a captive 



From z Sam. 
.i. to xjx... 




diftant Country, or kept them for their Woman, the Daughter 



yfc 



the 



pwn Ufe. Hereupon Tyftdareus^ the Fa- Prieft of Apollo^ as Achilles^ and the 
ther of Helena, confidering the Beauty of other Commanding-Oi'iicei s, hvA made 
his Daughter, caus'd all her Lovers (who j Choice of others ; but, being oblig'd to 
were fome of the principal Men of Greece) j give up the Prie/L's Daughter^ in Atone- 



to bind themfelves by a folemn Oath, that^ 
if at any Time flie fliould be taken from 
her Hufband, they would join all their 
Forces together to recover her : And fo, 
being left to chufe whom (he would have 
for her Hufband, £be made Choice of Me^ 
jielauSy King of Mycena, and Brother to 
Agamemnon, Paris, one of the youngeft 
Sons of P7'iamus, King of TTroy^ upon the 
Report of her Beauty, came into Greece 
to lee her, and was kindly entertain'd by 
Menelaus 5 but he foon took an Opportu- 
nity to debauch his Wife, and, having 
robb'd the Hufband of a great deal of 
Treafure, found Means to make his Efcapc 
both with her and it. . 

MENELAUS (as foon as his 
Wife was gone) complain'd of the Injury, 
that had been done him, to all the Gre- 

F 

f 

Princes, and requir'd the Performance 



ment for the Pcftilence that was fallen 
upon the Army, he fent, and took Achil- 
les^s Captive from him, which fo exafpe- 
rated this gallant Warrior, that, to revenge 
himfelf effedually, he took up a Refo- 
lution, neither to fight himfelf, nor fuffer 
any Forces under him to engage j and this 
gave the Enemy fo great an Advantag^, 
that He£lor, at the Head of his Forces^ 
broke through the Grecian Trenches one 
Day, and fet fire to the Ships. 

In tlic Midft of this Extremity, Pi- 
troclus, the Bofom- Friend of Achilles, not 
being able to Hand neuter any longer^ 
begg'd of Achilles, to let Jiim have the 
Ufe of his Armour, and the Command of 
his Troops, in order, to repulfe the 2rfl- 
jcms\ which he bravely nttempfcd, but, 
in the Engagement, fell by the Hands of 

F 

TlcBor^ wJio took fiom Jiim the Arms of 



Mi 



bf their Oath j which they readily con- 1 A.chilles, and carry'd them off. 
fcntcd to, and made his Brother Agamem- T u i s Cdnjunflure Agamemmn made 
non General of the Forces, that were to be ufe of to be rcconcil'd to Achilles and, to 
employed in this Expedition. The Greeks this Purpofe, fcnt him back his Captive- 
however being unwilling to enter into a 
War, ifMutters could be accommodated by I and madii an ICxcufe ibr his former Bcha- 
a Treaty, fent lJl)]ljes, and fome others, as viour, as well as lie coiihh Achilles, in 
Embaffadors to Troy, to demand Ilekiia, order to be rcven{>,'(l foi- the I.ofs oF his 
and all the I'lnngs of Value that were Friend, laid alidc all l^-fcntmcnt, and 
taken with her. Vhat Anfwcr the ^/'o- join\l the CVyv/X'^ in iIk: iicxt liaulc, whcre- 



ja72s made to this Dcmav-id, we 



arc no 



in he vanqui/h'd the 7>*9/^ra-; and, iingling 



where inform'd; but furc it is, that the out lleblor, never left purfuinir ]jini 
Embafladors returiiM back fo very nuicli wherever he went, until lie hatl kill'd 
ofl'cndeil widi their ill Treatment, that, | Jiim. 



Witl 



IJI tlie Cily, 

which 



lariic <w,oJcn lJo,jK in which yjcw mdouW /tvnal oi ihc chief Coii.i..;itit!ri:> of iJ.c Ch.iU ; that ihc .clt. hiii.M; (.il 

3 
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^he Grecians 
Ret urn » 



which was foon reduc'd to Aflies, and ] turn to Sparta, Ulyjfes^ afcer ten Years From 2 Sam 

its Inliabitants forc'd to undergo a military Peregrination, and the Lofs oi his whole 

Execution. Company, came home in a poor Con- 

But, how fcverc foever the Gr^r^'^J dieion, and had much Difficulty to re- 

jmight be to their conquer'd Enemies, cover the Mafterfliip of his own Houfe. 

feveral Hiftorians have obferv'd, that, in jijax^ the Son of Oiletis^ was drown'd ; 

their Return home, they fufFer'd almoft Teiicer ^f^A. Into Cyprus and Dzomedes to 



Mifery 



King Daunus. Some of the Lpcrians 



on the Trojans. For this is the Account were driven into AfricU^ others into Italy ^ 

which Thucydides gives of them. " By others into Sicily^ and fettled themfelves 
" Reafon of their long Abfence, they found in fuch Numbers in thefe Parts, that 
" many Alterations, when they return'd, Greek became the current Language of this 
" fo that fome of them were driven by Ifland, and moft of the Eafi Part of Italy 
" their Neighbours from their antient obtain'd the Name of Magna Greecia, 
" Seats ; many v/cre expell'd their Coun- | Thus the wife Ruler of the World was 
" tries by Fadlion ; others flain, foon pleas'd to make one wicked Nation the 
after their Arrival ; and others depos'd Inftrument of punifliing another : But^ 
from their Kingdoms, by fuch, as | whatever they feverally fuffer'd, the fuc- 

ceeding Generations obtain'd this Advan- 



ce 



cc 



" had ftay'd at home." Nejl^ 

rhtis got fiife home indeed, but were (lain | tage by it, 
by Orejles. 



That the Difperfion of the 



f. Idomeneus and PbiloBetes, Greeks occafion^d a fuller peopling of di- 

rpon their Return, were foon driven away ftant Countries, by an Acceffion of thefe 

to feck for new Habitations. Agamem-- new Inhabitants; and the Taking of Ttoy 

non was, upon his firft Arrival, flain became, in fome Years, the fettled Epocha^ 

by his Wife, and her Adulterer, /Egijihiis^ whereby all, that were acquainted with 



who had ufurp'd his Kingdom. Ml 



the Story of it, might agree in their Ac- 



having long wander'd upon the Sea, was j count of Time, 
forc'd into Egypty before he could re- 



to the IHand of ^cncdos^ left Binon to pcrfuade the Trcjaus, that this Horfe was built upon a religious Account^ and was 
JicccfTaFy for them to talcc into the City; that, by iiis Crafc and Inftigntion, they puird down Part of the Wall for 
thntPurpofe; and fo the Greeks, returning on a fuddcn, and entering the Breach, opcn'd the Horfe, and feiz'd on the 
Gates, and burnt the City. But another Author, who perhaps might know the Truth, as well as Virgii, gives ua 
n diilcrent Account of this Matter ; w/'a:. that ^neas, jSntenor, and PolyAatftus, having taken fome Difguft at King 
2'iiaMUs, agreed with the Grecians to betray the City to them, upon Condition, that they might retire with their 
Men wherever they tliougbt fit, provided they did not fettle in Phrygta, To- this Purpofc it was concerted, that the 
Ortclam filould fct iail the Bay before to the Iflnnd Teisedoi, as if they were quite gone, but return in the Dark of the 
Night, when the Trojam thought thcmfelveo fccurc, and fo be let in at the Sctean Gate, over which there was a large 
Image of an fJorfi, which gave the firft Ri(c and Occafion to all this Story. 3 



O 1.3. jA. Pi 




Chap. V. from the liraelites enter mg Canaan; 
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CHAP. 



Prom the Death of Abfalbm, to the Building of the Temple. 



The 



History* 



I 



DavidV Grief 
for the Lofi of 

hh Son Abfa- 
lorn. 



A 



S fdon as David was informed of his I Triuixiphi they flole lilently .into the City^ 



Son's Death, all the Joy of the j as if they had done ami/s, 
Vidlory was turn'd into Sorrow, . The I inftead of gaining the Battle- 



King himfelf withdrew to a ^ private 



Joab 



Apartment, where he : vented his Grief I fible that fuch exceiiive Grief^ at this 



in fuch a mournful Exclamation, as Jundlure 



would be of great 



this t {a) O my Son Abfelom, my Son^ my Prejudice to the King, went boldly in to 
Son Abfelom, would God l.had died for him, and * expoftulated the Matter with 
thee ! O Ab&lom, my Son, my Son ! And him in Terms that might perhaps be 
as for the Army, inftead of returning in I necell^ry on that Occafion, but did not lb 

well 

•I* 'the Place* to which Davtd wichdiew* in or^er to vent his Grief, was, (as Jofephus tells us, lib. vii. c. 10.) ia 

ihe Top »f one of the higbefl Toive^-s iri the City ; but the facred Hiftory calls it the Chamber onier the Gate, 2 Sam. xviif, 
33. for the Gate was a fpadous Place, and much of the fame Form with the Forum among the Romans, not only the 
Market for all Commodities, but the Place, where all great Aflembliea of the People were likewife held. There 
were ieveral Buildings, where the chief Magifirates fat to adminiiler JuAide, Ruth iv. i, z. and where thti other 
Affairs of the State were tranfafled ; fo that it is not improbable, that this Chamber aver the Gate, where Daviti went 
to weep, might be feme Witbiravoing-Room in the- Place, where the Pri^vy^Councii was wont to meet. Patricffs 
Commentary- 

Nothing certainly can be more moving and pathetick^ than the Words which Da^id utters upon this fad Oc- 
cafion ; but whether it was Hamid'^ deliberate Wifli, that he had died in Ahfalon^^ Stead, or only the EfTca of his 
exceAive Love and- Grief for him, is not fo eafy a Matter to determine. St Aufin fcems to be on the effirmati've Side, 
and gives this Reafon for it : - That Ahfahm died impenitent, but inight have liv'd to become a better Man ; 
whereas, if Da'vid had died, he had Reafon to hope wcU of his Salvation : But this Suppofition, (as I take it) is not 
fo well founded, fince there is much more Probability, that if ^^^^/w/x had furviv'd liis Rither, he would have grown 
more profligate than ever £ tribmphM in his good Succefs ; infultcd and pcrfccuted all his Fatlier's Friends j and prov'd 
a wicked and abominable Tyrant. But whether •J>amid^t Willi was deliberate or no» 'tis certain, that his Grief 
might be increased from this Rcfleftion, that himfcif, by his own Sin in the Cafe of Vriah, had been the unhappy 
inftrumcnt and Occafion of his Son's Death ; tho' fomc learned Men have obferv'd, that the Oriental People were 
accuftom'd to cxprefs their Pailions with more Vehemence, than we, in thcfc Parts of the World, arc wont to do, 
and that the Repetition of the fame Word, (A/y Son Abfalom, O Abfalom, pty Sou, my Son) is a Stile proper for 
mournful Lamentations. 



Daphninque tuum toIIcmuQ ad Altra, . 



Daphnin nd Aitrn fcrcmus, amavit nos quoque Daphnis< 
"WAflTo »e4Aof ^aJ'uvi^, Bion. Id. 1 



V'l HO. Kccl. V, 



Patrid'ti and Caimet'^ti Comtncntarics- 
[a) z Sam. xviii. 33. 

* 7£)///^//j concludes the Speech, which he fuppofcs foah to have made to David upon tliio Occa/Ion, in Won!:; to 
this ICflcft: — — Pray, Sir, docs udt your Confcicncf, as ivcll as your Honour reprove you for tJiiu intemperate 

Tchdcrncfs^ for the Memory of fo Implncablean Krierhy ? He was your Son, *tio true, but a moil ungracious one; 
** and you cannot ho juft to God's Providence, witliout acknowledging the IJIcfling of Iiis being talccn away; Ltt 
" me intreat you therefore to /licw yourfelf chearfiil to your People, niul let tlicrn Icnow. that it in to their l,(»ynlty 

and Hfuvcry that yoi! are indebted for the Honour of the Day ; for if you go on, as you have bq»un, yonr Kin^- 

dom, and yonr Army will mod infallibly be put into other Hands, and you will then find fomcthing clfe to cry 

for." 'fe'vjip Antiq. lib. Vii. c. 10. 

o P 



A. M. 
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Ant. Chrift. 
1623, tsfr. 




//li 2ie/urn to 

Jcrufalcm, 
and by uuhom 
he ivaj ntet, 
and conduilcd 
home* 



MoutI 



How- 



ever, they had this good Effedl upon the 
King, that they rouz'd him from his Me- 
lancholy, and made him appear in Pub- 
lick, to the great Satisfadtion of all his 
hyal Subjeas; but, as he thought him- 
felf very infolently us'd by Joab upon fe- 
veral Occafions, from that Time he made 
it his Refolution to take the firft Oppor- 
tunity of -f- difmiffing him from being his 
General. 

Those of his Subjedts, who had ap- 
pcar'd in Arms againft him, being now- 
made fenfible of the Folly of their Rebel-^ 
lioTZy became the forwardeft for his Re- 
ftoration; but (what griev'd him much) 
his own Tribe, the Tribe of Judah^ 
feem'd a little indifferent as to the Matter, 
which made him fend to Zadok and 
Jlbiathar^ the chief Priefts, not only to 
remind them of their own Duty, but to 
authorize tliem likewife to treat with 
Amafa (who, tho' he had commanded 
Abfalonfs Army, was flill a Man of great 
Authority in the Tribe) to offer him his 
Pardon, and, in Cafe he would come fully 
into his Intereft, to promife him the 
Gcneralfiip in the Rooin of yoab» 

Thus, all Things confpiring to bis 

left Maha- 




River; and when the King, in Gratitude ^'rom 2 Sam. 
for his Kindnels, gave hnn an Invitation viii. 
to go with him to Jerufalemy the good 
old Man modcftly excus'd himfelf, upon 
the Account of his Age, as having now 
loft the Relifti of the Pleafures of a Court, 
and defir'd rather to retire to his own 
Eftate, where he might fpend the Re- 
mainder of his Days. in Quie.t : Buti as he 
had a Son, whofe Age was more proper to 
attend him, if his Majefty would be pleas'd 
to confer any Favour on him, the Obli- 



mutiial 
parted. 



:he fame 5 -f- which IDa~ 
do, and ■ fo, with much 
land Salii'tationS) they 



A 1 



the 



happy Reftoration, the King 



J 



yudah 



meet David iipon this Occalipin;,- Shimei 
the : BenjamzUj - vrhoy not long before, 
had loaded bim * with Ciirfes and Impre^ 
catioiis, c^me, V*f» • with a thoufarid: Men . of 
his Tribe, tp hag Pardon -foir'jhisLy Fault ; 
and, when Jbijhai would' hivofbrfuaded 
the King to have him kill'd, he refented 
the Motion, . .as an Indignity put upon 
himfelf : And* teine unwiUihk to eclipfe 



one 



Word 



he fliould live. 



> 4 f 



\ i 



rkable 



that 



over the Jordaji. Old BarztllaZy who had 
been very kind to the King in his Exile, 
and fupply'd him with Provifions while 
he continu'd at Maba7iaim, hearing that 
he was upon his Return, came to take his 
Leave of him, and fee him fafc over the 



came to wait upon David at this Time, 

i 

was' the perfidious Ziba^ with his fifteen 
Sons and twenty Servants. ■ He had again 
impos'd upon his Mafter, andi, when he 
birder'd him to make ready, his. Afs, that 



mi 



King, Aid away himfelf to make his 
Cotirt firft; fp that Mephibopetb, being 

lame, was .forc'd to ftay at JcruJ'alem^ 

(where 



1 r'or lie Inul fiiflicicnt Kcifon to think of tlcprciling a Man, who was grown fo infu/Icrably infolent and impcrioufi. 
lie luul n:iin Ahwr iiioll lu'rlitlioii/ly in cool Klood ; luul killM Abfiihm againft the King's cxprcfo Command ; in hia 
liitt; Iioia Reproof li:ul inliiltctl over liifi Sorrow, and (if u c iii:iy h^Xxtivv^ Jofrphns) tlircatcuM to dcpofc iiim, and give 
hiii Kini'.dnm u> antuhfr. fiich a Height of Arrogance will Miniftcia fomctimca arrive, when ihcy find that their 
*}crvict: i.'i bcTome ncccflary to their IVincc f VatrklC'i Coiumcntary. 

I WJiat nu'Vui^WCi for Chimbam is uncertain ; but, as lie iiad a Patrimony in liethHcvh whicJi was the Place of 
liifi Nativity, ii iu not improbable, tliat lie gave a great Part of it to Chlmhatn, and iiis llm^ for ever ; and that 
ihis wa!i afierwardfi cnllM the Uuhitathn Chlmham^ in the Da/a oi Jeretmah, Jcr. xli. 17. Jhd/ord'u SQVi^iuxt 

Ciironoloi',)', lib. v. c. 

f 'J'lit: Rruliju wliy Shimei cainc witli fo large a Rctinuo, was, to let Da^uid fee that lie wai a Man of fomc coiifi- 
derable Rank, and capable of doing Jiim great Sorviee among rhn People, wliidi might be fomc ludirccmcnc to the 
K ill],- (o I'.niht Itiiti lii;) Wiuhnx ; or, very likely, he waa one of the Clif>iuim tfa 'Sjionfnud in his onvn Tribt', and juijsJit 

c.ujy tli< ni all along with him, to make the llrongcr Interccdion for \m Pardoti; -?W'» Annotatioiw. 
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of 
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(where he had all along * mourned for the 
King's Abfence) until the King arriv'd : 
But, when he was admitted into his Pre- 
fence, and the King feem'd to be angry 
with him for not having accompany^d him 
ill his Exile, he charg'd this Jeeming Neg- 
lect upon the Perfidy of his Servant, and 
* fet his Cafe in fo fair a Light, that the 
King revok'd the hafty Grant he had 
made in Favour of Ziba^ and put his 

Eftate upon the fame Foot of Pofleffion 
that it was before. 

Sheba'/ KM- W H E N David^ was pafs'd the Jordan^ 

tla/'oiT he was willing to make all poffible Hafte 

>2?». to Jerufalem j and, as the Tribe of Judab 

was firft that came to condud: him home, 
he (very probably to gratify them) march'd 
on without waiting for the great Men of 
IJraely who, in all Parts of the Kingdom> 
were making ready to join him. This 
occafion'd fome hot Difputes between the 



XIX. to 

* * f 

VIII. 



publick ProclamatzoTZy by the Sound of ^^om 
T^rumpet, that " fince the Tribe of Judah 
^* had engroft'd David to themfelves, 
they might e'en take him.; and, fince 
" all the other Tribes he had vifibly de- 



z Sani. 
I Kings 




Princes 



Jfrael 



Judab 



And, as the King was lotli to difpleafe 
either Party, and therefore did not care to 
intermeddle in the Controverly, feveral of 
the Tribes of Ifrael took an outward Um- 
brage at this, which occafion'd a frefh 
JnJurre6iio7t. Sheba^ a .Benjamite^ and 
not unlikely one of SauV% Family, made 



ferted, their wifefl: Way would be to 
ftand to their Arms, and, in like Man- 
ner, defert him:" Whereupon a great 
many of the other Tribes foUow'd Sbeba^ 

W I 

but the Men of Judab perfifted in their 
Loyalty, and conduced the King to Jerii~ 
falem. As Ibon as he arriv'd in the City, 
the firft Thing he did, was to declare 
Amafa his General^ and to order him to 
get together a fufficient Body of Forces, 
as faft as he could, to purfue after Shcba, 
•f* Amafa however, found more Difficulty 
in executing this Order, tlian was expedted j 
which when David underfl;ood, he fcnt 
AbiJJjai with his Guards (for he was re- 
Iblv'd not to employ his Brother Joab any 
more) in Queft of Sbeba^ until Amafa, 
with the reft of the Army, could join him. 
Exafperated at this, Joaby without any 
Order, went along with his Brother; 
and when Amafa came up with them> 
(which was at Gibeon) and was going to 
take upon him the Command of the whole 
Army, he advanc'd, with all feeming 

Friendliiiefs^ 



* The Words in the Text are, that J^^ bad mtther dteffed his Feet, nor trimmed his Beard, nor ^apnd his C/othei, 
from the Day that the King departed, 2 Sam. xix. 24. Thefe were fome of the InRanccs, wherein the Je^vs were wont 
to cxprefs their Mourning ; and they are here meniion'd by the Hiaorian, as Evidences of the Falflwod of Ziba\ In- 
formation againft his Mafter, fince no one, who neglcfted himfelf to this Degree, could be fuppoi'd ambitious of a 
Crown. Not drejfmg his Feet, may fignify either not cutting his Toe-Naih, or his not n^jafiing his Feet, which the Jeius 
were accuftomM very frequently to do, bccaufe of the bad Smell which was natural to tliem, as well as the Arabians, 
and fome other Nations ; and therefore his Omiffion of this could not but make him o/Fcnfive to hinifelf. Nat 
trimming his Beard was letting its Hair grow negligently, and without any Order. For the Manner of the Jetiis was, 
to cut tlie Hair from the Lip upwards, and what grew likcwife on the Omk, but what was on the Chin, and fo 
backwards to tlie Ear, that they AifTcrM to groWj and not ^vajhing his Clothes muft denote hii putting on no clean 
Linnm, but wearing the fame Shirt all the while. Calmet^a and Patrick^ Commcntarjcs. 

* Jofephus brings in Mephiho/heth plca<ling his fixcofe to David for not attending Jiim, and exprc/nng a grateful 
Scnfc of his Favours, in fuch like Vl^ords as thefe r-^ " Nor has. he only difappointcd mc in the Kxcrcifc of 

my Duty, but has bcni doing mc fpitcful Offices to your Majifly likewife : Hut you, Sir, arc fo jult. and fo great n 

Lover of God and Truth, that I am ftirc your Gcncrofity and Wifdom will never entertain a Calumny to my 
•* Prejudice. Oiu- Kiiiuily has had the Experience of your Tiuty, Moddly, and Goodnefo to a Degree never to be 
" forgotten, in pafling over, and pardoning tho innuiiiyrnblc Hazards and PcrfccutionK, that you were cxpooM to, \t\ 
*• the JXiy.'i, and by the Contrivance of my Grandfather, . when all bur J<ivco wcro forfeited, in yoiir Power, and 
" at your Mercy. Kut then, after nil tliiu gradous Tenderncft, your fupcraddi'ng tho Honour of taking w.* to your 

Tabli-, {a Pcrfon fo obnoxious in ReKii'd of iwy lUhtiom) an n Friend, and As a 6'///y7, nothing could tie cither 

greater, or more obliging than tliis.'* Jetoijh AiUiq. lib. vii, c. 7. 

•|- The People, having been harraGM in the late Ciniil War, wcro not perhapn fo forward to cngnp;« in anotJier. 
Some of them might not like to ferve under n Man, who had hitoly Jiended a rebellious Army ngaind t)ie ICing, and 
othcifj miglit have'conceivM fo Jngh an Opinion of yW., ne not cafily to be broiig)u to fcrvc mulcr any other ilencraL 
Any of thcfr Thi.igii miglit very well retard y////£r>f/« Recruita. and yet' he might he h)ili to nn.kr fncli a Report to tho 
Kin^^, for Tear tliat it migiit diminim hiii Authority, and make him appear not fo well tiualifyM for the Ofiice, where* 
iu he had placM him. Patrick^ Commentary. 
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The Hijlory of 



BIBLE, 



Book V, 




was 



% \\ Friendlinefs, t« , — , — 

Am. Chrift. came within Reach, he * took him by 
,1^!^^^ the Beard, and ftabb'd him to the Heart 5 

Joab ftahs A- leavine him to wallow in his 

unci makes Blood, proclaim'd himfelf General in Chiefs 

himfeifGtnt- , , t 

rvL\,andfup- and, taking the Army with him, pur- 
^^£dlfmf^^ ' fu*d after Sh^ba^ ^ leaving Orders for the him 



+ a Woman 



From 2 Sam. 
xix.to iKinei 

... o 

vni. 



call'd to the Be/iegers frdm off thfe 
Walls, and defir'd to fpeak with their 




General. When 




withiii 



Woman 



m 



that 



z,, very 

cc 



Manner 



to follow told him, " That, -f- by a long Prefcrip- 

F 

" tion of Time, it had always been a 
S II E BA had gone about all the I Cuftom, founded {b) on the Law of 



after. 



Tribes of Ifrael to fee if he could pre- 
vail with them to take up Arms againft 
David ; but finding very few, that, upon 
fccond Thoughts, were willing to engage 

es, he was forc'd at laft. 



in his Meafures, 
with the few Forces he had got together, 
to fliut himfelf up in j^hel^ a fortify'd 
Town in the Tribe of Napbtali^ in the 
Northern Part of Jadea : But yoab 
was foon at his Heels, and having 
beliee*d the Town, and batter'd the Walls* 



cc 



God, whenever the Hebreivs came before 
any City, to offer Peace in the firft 

_ I 

Place, even though the Inhabitants were 

" of another Nation ; much more then 
ought this to have been done to a Peo- 
ple, that were all of the fame Blood, 
and the greateft Part of them loyal Sub- 



cc 



cc 



jefts to the King." 



Joab 



replied, " That he had no ill Defign againft 
the People of the City, only as they 
harbour'd a Rebel and a "Traitor^ whom 

" he 



cc 



cc 



* It was an anticnc Cuftom among the Grecians^ to take the Perfon, to whom they had any Addrefs to make, by 
the Chin, or Beard, nntiquis Grtcciie in fupplUando mentum atiingere mos erat, fays Plinj, lib. xi. c. 45. and even to 
this Day, the Turh^ in their Salutations, do very frequently take one another by the Beard, (Vide 7he'venot*^ Travels, 
C 22.) The Amhiam have a great Regard to the Beard : The- Wives kifs their Huftands, and the Children their 
Father's Beards, when they come to falute them ; and, when two Friends meet together, their CuUom is, in the 



) as 
when 



Courfe of their Compliments, to interchange Kiflcs in this Manner, (Vide i>^rv/>«A;,.Couftumes des Arabes, c. 7. 
the . like Cuftom is fiill prcfervM among the Eaflern People, the Indians^ who. take one another by the Cbin^ w 
they would give an hearty Salute, and fay Jiohbai i. e. Father; 'ox Bii\ •Bt other{ as thte Author "of the -Voyage to the 
Bqfl- Indies relates. Vide Peter de Valles\ Travels. 

•|" So infolcnt w^s-yaab become, ujion the Prefumption that David dar ilt not punilli him, that as he venturM upon 
this bloody KaO, To lie imagined, that though ' the Sight of >f?w«/2iV dead Body liiight 'ftiip the March of thofe that 
came by it, ycr, upon its being given out that he was again bccdnid' their Gtfiitf/-<j/, their Love for him was fucb, 
that ihey would not fcrupic tg follow him.. ' Patricks Commentary^ '" 



-|- It fccms not unlikely, that this Woman vfas a Gaverrtefi in this City s for, tho' that Office was moH commonly 
tjcciipiiid by Men, yet there wants not Inftancca, of Women, .(as in. the Cafe of Deborah, Judg. iv. 4. and Queen 
Jthallah^ 2 Kings xi.) who have been employ'd ; in the Adminiilration of civil Afiairs.' if flic was invcfled with any 
fuch Authority, ihc was the propcrcil Pcrfpn to defirc a P^irAy with the G^/^fz-zz/; and Reafon good llie had to dcfire 
It, bccaufe flic knew the prcfcnt 'I'cmpcr and Fcara of the Otixtsts and So Miers both,' w«, that confidcring the immi- 
nent Pangcr they were in, ihcy were generally dofirous of jPcacc,.and rcflrain'd from it only by SMa'h Power and 
Atithoiity, rWa Amiotations* 

-| ill the Beginning of this Woman's Speech to yoab, there is fomething that fccms both abrupt and obfcurc. 

VAf> nven: nvoni to /peak in old Time, fayiug^ thty Jbould fnrely ajh Cmnfil at Abel, mdfo they e7idt'd the Matter, 2 Sam, 
XX. 18. nccordinj^ to ihiij 'Iran/lution, the Senfc of the Words is, " This City, which thou art about to 

ddlroy. ift no mean and conteniptiblc one, but fo lionourabic and .confidcrable for its Wifdom, and the wife People 
*• ill n, that when any Dili'crcncc did nrifc among. any iof the neighbouring Places, they usM proverbially to fay, IF< 
'* *mll ajk the Opinmi and Advice oj tfje Men a/* Abel about it, and nve, nvi/l Jland to their Arbitration, and fo all Parties 

Hvn-e JUtixJiui, and Di/jnitcs ended So that her Wordu, according to this Scnfc, arc an high Commendation of tlie 
City of Ahd, for iia being :i Place (Time out of Mind) very eminent . for thu Wifdom and Prudence of ita Jnhabitantg. 

F 

ilrti there in another Tnuillaiion in the Margin of our niblcn, which fcemo to be more natural, and maJcco the Wo- 

iiiaii fpoalt ill iliiii Manner : *< Wlien the People faw ihcc lay Siege to the City, tlicy faid. Surely he nvil/ 

ajl't 'loill hanti. Peata I for the haw prtferibes, that he Jbould offer Peace to Strnngerfl, tnucb wore then to Ifraelitifli 

Cititi \ :iiid i( he would once do Lhi:i, we ilioutd foon bring 'J'hinj;f) to an amicable Agreement ; for wc arc peace- 
'* al)Ii: ['copio, aiul faitli/'ul to otiv i'rincc." So that, according to this Interpretation, tJie Woman both modeilly 
irpvovM ['/aal> (or ihi: Nfglcil of Jiid i>uty, and artfully engng'd liim in the Performance of it. PatticJii'v. Commentary, 

and t\hj/'u AniuitaliuntJ. 1 
(/') Dciil. ix. 10. 



from the lixdi^itt^ enterim Canaan. 



of the Tempi 



M. 

2981, 
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" he demanded of them:" Whereupon 
the Woman perfuaded the Inhabitants to 
cut ofF Sheba's Head; and throw it over 

t 

the Walli which when they had done. 



t 



Want 



th6 Famine: But being informed 

of this, had a Tent m^ide of Sackcloth 



Joab raifed the Siege, and withdrew (pitciied hear the Place) for her to live in^ 
with his Army to ^erufalem ; where his that fo, by the Help of her Servants^ ihe 
Services, upon this Occafion^ were thought might * keep watch Day and Night, to 

to be fuch^ that the King found himfelf fright aWay the Birds and Beafts from doing 
obliged to reftore him to his Poft of Cap- \ any Hurt to the dead Bodies. It was not 
tain-GeneraL 

^^f^jj^A- Not long after this, there happened a 

ier of the Gi- forc Famine in the Land, and the long I Liberty to take dd^n this Bodies : And, 

beonites re- 

Years) made David fufped: that it did not pious Care, he was moved therdby to take 



long however, before God ferit plentiful 
Showers of Rain, £b that Rizpab had the 



* ' 1 

Continuance of it (which was for three when David was informed of this her 



proceed from any common Caufe; but was 



yonathan 



inflidled by the immediate Hand of God ; Son, (who, for five and thirty Years before,- 



and when he cbnfulted the Divine Oracle 
to know the Occafion of it, he was given 
to underfland, that SauV^ Cruelty to the 

Gibeonites^ in flaying fo many, contrary to 
the Treaty then depending between him 
ahd them, was the Caufe of it. Hei'etip- 
on David feht to the Gi&eonifea, tb know 
•f* what Satisfaftion they deliredj and 
when he was told, that they expedred fe- 
ven of Said's Poflerity to be delivered to 
them, he complied with their Demand, 



had been buried under a Tree at yabejlj- 

Gilead) and, together with thefe lcven 

Sufferers of the feme Family, gave theni 
an honourable Interment in the Tomb of 

KiJIj ^ tht Father of Sau!^ at Zelah^ in the 

Country of Benjamin, 

DAFJD^ in the Beginning of his 



Reign, 



Philiji. 



that they were not able to bring any 
great Numbers into the Field, but ftill, 

as Ions: as thev had Men amons them of a 



and fent two Sons of Rizpab, SauVs Con- gigantick Stature, and fuch as were fit to 

I 

cubine, and 'jf five of Merab^ his eldell be their Champions^ they did not ceafc to 



Daughter, but ipared Mephibofieth^. the 



Ifrael, 



Son of Jonathan, for the Love, which he Davidy in the latter End of his Reign, 
had for his Father when alive. Thefe fe- had four Engagements with them : In the 
yen th^ .Gibeonites took, and hung upon firft of which, himfelf had like to have 
Gibbets y and- there they intended them to been flain by one of thefe monftrous large 

Men. 



f This may ftem ftmnge, unleffl we fuppofe, [9a yofiphus docs) that, When /J^iwV cbnfulwti God, Jie told him, 
hot only for what Grime it was that ho ftnt thia Puninimtnt; but that he ftiould take fuch a Revenge for it, as Jhc 

Gtbeomtes- fliouM dcfirc : And there Avns thia- fartlier Renfon for Iiuifiouring tJfc Giheomtes'\\m\n,' bccaufe they lirfd been 
anodcft under their Suflcrihgft, and never made any Coin plaint to- /^/vv/V/ of the Ilijdrics, that had been done them. 
P/ttrUl^Q Commentary. 

t Micka ifl put in the Text indeed, it Sath. xxi. 8. but- not by Miflah, aft fOMe wil! have it ; for though Michai 
\va3 not the Wife of Mrfel^ but Merhb i yet thofc Children Which Mernl had by Mhl, Micbai brought up 1 and the 
Jc'ws obfcrvc, upon thin Ocdxdoxi, tlitit whoever brings up ft Pupil in his Uoiifc, is in Scripture fnid to have bfggtten 
iiijii. Nor 19 it in Scripture only, that this Form of K:tprcffion talcco pkcc, bat in lhatUn Authors likewifc. For 
jjgnvimmti Memlaus iixc csxXltJi Sof)s 0/ J^^^^^^ bccaufe 7'/////;^///'^ (Wlio wa9 their Father) btiing he took caro 

to bring them up. IJo^r/Pa IliUory, in ilic Notes, nnd Pain'cA'a Commentary. 

'|- It was a pofuivc taw to the //raf//tfit, jDcnt, xxu 22, 23. tluit> if any Man wao linngcd, he fliouhl be bury'd 
btforc Night i hnt ihcCi/um'/eh being not of that Nation, thought thcmfclvca not obligM by that Law. They ar«f 
i-cmarJc'd indeed, to Jiave been ti Rcmuaut 0/ AmtmrUcs, (2 Sam. xxi. a.) mid among tlicm (na fomc have imagiliM) 
it waa a barbarouti Cuilom in thofe Dny«. (no it certainly prevailed in After^Agce) to hang up Men, in order to appcafe 
thir Angi r of the Godft in 'l ime of Famine, PatrUk\ and Calmet\ Conimentarica- 

* Jt ia an obvious Kemaric from hence, thnt Crpjh nnd Oi/jhfs, whereon Mti/i/^i^'/on wcic executed, did not ilaud 
Jiijjh from ilic Groimd, iince the dead Jlodico of fucJi were in Danger of being torn by cnrfii'Vorout Creaturcfi ; and, 
wJiat we njay Jiirtlier obfirrvc, in, tliat it wao an anticnt Cnllom for the Rtiations of inch, as were tJms executed, to 
watch tlicir dead Itodicfi. 'J'luiii Iloffirr (Ib'nd xxiii.) mcntionu rm//, as talcing care of Uody, and the Story of 

the lU'hi/tnH Matron every o»ie tan tell. Cahmt^a (Jummcntary. 
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Men, had not AbiJIsai came timely in to j their Lives, would not dri^fe it, but offered z Sam. 

it to the Lord. vin! *^ 

About two Years before David 's ^ Pep/e„ce 
Death, (whatever might be the Occafion f?^ i^/^vidv 

* ■ *^ Numbering the 

of it) fo it was, that (| he was defirous to People, re- 
know the Number of his People, and ac- '"^^ 
cordingly, gave his chief Officers Orders to 

w 

go through the whole Kingdom, and bring 
him an Account of all the People. Joab 
endeavoured to remonftrate againft it, in a 
Manner more modeft, than was cuftomary 
with him j but the King's Orders were 
pofitive^ and therefore "Joaby with other 
Officers to affift him, beginning on the 
Eaji Side of Jordan^ came round by the 

North Parts of Canaan^ and -returned to 
Jemfalemy at the End of nine Months 
and twenty Days, with an Eftimate^ that 
in Ifrael there were eight hundred Thou- 
fand Men fit to bear Arms, and || five 

hundred Thoufand in yudah -^ but of the 

Men, that. belonged to the Tribes of' Levi 

A 

and Benjamin^ there was no Lift given in. 



his Aid, and killed the Pbilijiine^, upon 
which Occafion, it was unanimoufly agreed 
in the Army, that the King fhould never 
more go into the Battle, left a -f* Life fo 
precious fhould be loft. 

In the other three Engagements, no- 
thing remarkable happened, but the Death 
of four of thefe huge Men, by the Hands 
of fome of David's chief Officers ; except 
we may mention here another valiant A6t, 
•f- which might probably be done at this 
Time. 

T II E Philijlines Army lay in the Valley 
of Repbaim^ between' David's Camp and 

Bethlehem^ where they had likcwife a Gar- 
rifbn :■ But notwithftanding this,- upon 

David's intimating a Dcfire to have fome 
of the Water of Bethlehem^ three of his 
chief Captains broke through the Ene- 
mies Camp, and having drawn fome Wa- 
ter out of the Well, brought it to David ; 
but he, underftanding at what Price it had 
been purchafed, even at th|p Hazard of all 



BAVID 



■'1 



f The Exprellion is very beautiful, and Hgnificant, in the Text. , Thou JShali no, more go out fwhh tu to Battle, that 
thou quench not the Light of Ifne], z Sam. xxh 1 7. For good King? are In Scripture juftly called the Light of the 
People, {i Kingi xi. 36. and PJaL cxxxJi. 17,} becaufe the Beauty and Glory, th^Co'ndufl and Dircflidn, the Com- 
fort, and Safety,, and Welfare of a People, depend upon them, -and arc derivM from them. PooPxi Annotations. 

f It is commonly obferv*d by the Jfwifi Commentators, - that,, though David ^xprefsM a Defire for fome of the 
"Water of Bethlehem, bccaufc it was the Pl^fre of hio Nativity, and the Water not improbably very excellent in its 

L 

Kind, yet he did not do this with any Intent, that any ihould venture their Lives to fetch him^ it. . In this Aftion 
however, they have remark'd three wonderful Things, wjs. That three Men could, break through the whole Ho ft 
of the PhiUJlitits ; and when they had fo done, durlV flay to draw Water out of the Well t- and then carry it away, 

with an high Hand, through the fame Hpft to David: But. they might hnv.c .aJ^ded n, fourth Rcmacjc, ■*z;/fl:. That 
thpy attempted tliis at the Gate of Bethlehem^ where a Garrifon of the Philijlines Jccpt a llrong Guard. Patrick^^ 
Commentary. 

II Tilc Words in the Text arc -/Ind again thB At^erofihe Lard fif:ai HitdUd againjl Ifrael, aiid he moved David 

ogai"Ji them to /ay, Gp tiumhr Ifraul and Judnh, 2 Sam» xxiv, i. But in the Original there is no ■'Nominative Cafe at 
Sill. We find it however fuppIyM in \ Chran, xxi. 1. where ,it is faid, thm Satan Jlood up agaiftfi Ifrncl, and pro- 
voked David to tiutnbtr Ifrael : But then, by the Word Satan^ there h no Nccelfity why wo fliould undcrAand tJic 
Devil properly fo called, becaufe any evil Miniflcr, or Coimfcllor, that advisM David to number the .People, will 
nnfwcr thp 9ignificntion of tho Word aa well : Ami tliat t^crc was fomo fuch Counfcllor, who prompted David to 

thio Aflipn, fccma to bo imply M in tlicfo Words of yoah; Novj the Lord, thy Cod. add uiito the People (hoiv 

Matty foi'uer they he) an hutidred/old, and that the J^ytf of my Lord the King may fie if, hut ivhy doth mv Lord the King 

delight iuthisWugS' 2 Sam. x;{iv. 3. Whereby it fcema plain, that the Matter had becn-'debated in the ICing'u 
ComnU bufore, and that, tlioiigh Joah wan one who oppos'd it, David wau more InflucncM by the Perfuafion of fome 

pthcr.^ Le Chrc\\ Commentary. 

II If wo compare this Accoimt with what we meat with in 1 Chrett, xx!. 1;. we fliall fmd a great Diftercncc ; for 
there tho Men of //iav/ arc faid 10 be three hundred thoufand fmre, than thfy nre here, and, on the other Hand, tlw 

Men of fudah arc (;iid U-) be thirty thou/and Iff i Hut, na for the former Oiltcrcncc, 'tin but fiippofinj!;, tliat, in thin 
Account recorded in Samuel, the Handing Legions (wliicli amounted in all to two liundrcd and eighty cigJit tlioufand, 
i,e, twenty i'onr thoufiuut wiili their Officers, upon Guard every Month) are not here mentlonM, tho' they be in 
Chrottitlet ; nnd ai to the hitter Dinercncr, 'tin bur adding iwcnty-fdnr thoufand legiona/y SoUWcH to the Tribe of 
*'/ud*ih, and the ))inkulty In reniovM : 7'ho* fnme arc apt to think, that, in thin Caf<', there iu no nerd of thin finp- 
ponUon, h/Tnn/tr it in a comninn 'I'Jn'nji; in St riptiirc to mention a rw/W Sum, cither of Men, or Vcar.'i, tho\ upon :\ 
iliii'l C'Dinjnitation, tlu;rc may be fome wanting;. Patrick^ Commentary. 
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DAVID had no fooner received the 
Account, but his Heart mifgave him, that 
he had done wrong; and^ it was not 
long, before the Prophet Gad was fent 
to bring his Sin to Remembrance, and 
to offer him the Choice of three Punifh- 

ments, 11 Famine, Peftilence, or War, 

which he Hked heft. 

Where every Punifhment was fo de^ 

w 

flruftive, it was hard to tell which to 
prefer ; but David at laft made Choice of 
the Pejliknce, which accordingly was fent, 
and, in (| a very iliort Time, deftroyed 
no lefs than feventy Thoufand Men. ' TJie 
Plague began in the extream Parts of the 
Kingdom, but every Moment made Ad- 
vances nearer and nearer to yerufalem 5 
which when the King and Inhabitants of 

the City heard, they cloath'd themfelves in 
Sackcloth, and, with all Humility, cry'd 

unto God for Mercy. A litde before the 
Offering up of the Evening-Sacrifice^ (or 

before the Time of Evening-Prayer) there 
appeared an Angel over yertifalem bran- 

diihing a flaming Sword in his Hand, as 

if he were going to deftroy it ; whereupon 
David implored God's Mercy for the Peo-- 



From 2 Sam. 
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pie what Vengeance fbever might light 
upon him, who was chiefly guilty : But^ 
as he was expeding fome heavy Stroke,, 
the. Angel fent Gad to him with Orders 
to go immediately, and build an Altar in 
the ThreJIohtg-Floor of Araunah the Jebii-^ 
Jite, which accordingly hs did, and, ha- 
ving purchafed the Place, and fome Oxen ' 
for Sacrifice, {c) for \\ fifty Shekels of Sil- 
ver, he:ofiered Burnt-offerings and Peaces 
offerings^ whereof the Lord declared hia 

Acceptance by Fire from Heaven, and fo 
the Plague ceafed. 

It is.i^ot.improbable, that God at this ff"^f/V^^ 

^ ^ his Time to- 

Time revealed to David the exafi: Frame, '^'^ards the iat- 
and Fafhion of the Temple 5 that from the nfe. 
Acceptablenefi of his Sacrifices, he perceiv'd 
that this Thre/hing-Floor.. was the Place, 
which God had defigried .for the Situation 
of his Tepiple ; that therefore he not only 
purchafed that, but the whole Top of the 
Mount of Moriah likewife, at the Price of 
{d) fix hundred Shekels .of Gold y for the 
Ground-^plot of this Temple 5 and that all 
the Remainder of his Time was employed, 
in providing whatever was neceffary for 
the Purpoie of building it ; in ietding tlie 

Number 



II There is another DifFcrence in this Account, and what wc raccf with in the Book of Chronicles^ T/sere the Fa- 
mine is faid to be for three Tears only, but here it is faid to be for fenfefj. The Septxiagint indeed makes it no more 
than and for this Keafon feme have imagined, that t]iG /ewn is an Error crept into the T^a-/, cfpcciaDy con- 
fidering that three Tears of Famine, agree better with^ tlirec Days PeflUeuee, and three Months Flight before an Enemy. 
But there is no Rcafon to fuppofc any Error in the Text ; 'tis but faying, that in Chronicles, the Author fpealcs of 
thofe Years of Famine, which were to come for David's Sin only, but in Samuel, of thofc three Years of Fa- 
mine lilccwifc, which were fent for ^izw/'a Sin, zSam. xiii '. Now within one Year, after the Famine, that was 
fent for SauPs Sin, was David^s Sin in numbering the People ; the intermediate Year then was cither the fahhaticai 
Year, wherein the People were not allow'd to fow nor reap, or a Year of fuch cxcciCivc Drought, that the Crop 
came to little or nothing. Upon either of thcfc Accounts wc may properly enough fay, that there were four Ycab 
of Famine before, and three more being now added to thcni make up the /e'ven, that are here mcntionM. JPool^a 

Annotations. 

* 

— So the Lord fent a Pcjlihmc upon Tfratl ; from the Mor^iing^ e'ven to the Time 



II TJic Words in tlic Text are : 



appointed, TJic Time appointed was the Space of three Days; and therefore fome arc of Opinion, that the I>]ague 
Jailed fo long; but then others urge, that this docs,, not agree with, what follows, wim. that God repented him of the 
£vi/, and commanded the Angel, who fmotc the People, to ftay his Hand: TJiey therefore conchidc, that as the 
Word Mocd properly fij'.nifics an Jjfemhly, the Time Moed inufl bf, when tlic People met togetlier at tliC Time of 
Evening Sacrifice, /. e. about the nifith Hour of tlit: i3ay. And cOnfcquently, that tlic Plague conduuM from the 
Morning to this Time, wliich is about nine Iloum, or tlie eighth Part of three Vnyr. ; <^od in hia iVIcrcy hiiving been 
plcau'd to miiigatc the Jligour of his Judgment upon the fincerc Repentance of hia People. ratM'a ConHnwuAry and 

Pool*i Annotations. 
{c) z Sam. xx'w. 2.\.. 

II Tlicrc in again another niilcrencc in the A(?coimt wliich we have in the Chronicles, nild (his in SatmeL In the 
Chronicks'nhf^xCi, that /WV/ boii^^rlit the 'r'hrcniiiii-Floor, 6V. for fx hunM ShMi (f Oohh b'lt in .SW//*/ it jii 
faiti, for ffty Shchds of Silver. Now a Shekel of f;oId being of iweJvc 'I'imcu more Value, than a Shekel of Silver, it 
walcca the Difparity very large* "and iJierefore (to account for thlf.) it v.\ {generally ftippoi.M. ihat in tlie whole Dtwid 
■made two Purchaffitt : firil he' bonght t\\c ThteJhinf^-FUr Oxen, for which he yjxvv. ffty ShMs nfSihrm but that 
a/Ui wards all the Ground about it (out of wliich iU Courto of the Temple wae made) coft him fx httmirtd UeKeit of 
(uiU. Vatrick\ Corninentafy, 

{d) I Chion. xxi* 25. 
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tlh praciaim- 
ing Solomon 
Succeffbr* 



Number of the Officers, and the Manner 
of the daily Service of thofe, that were to 
attend it 5 next to this, in fettling his civil 
Affairs^ and appointing {e) Judg^s^ Magi- 
ftrates, and all inferior Officers, whofe 
Bufinefs it was to punifli Offenders^ and 
to keep all others to their Duty ; then, in 
jfettling his (f) military Matters, particu- 
larly the twelve Captainsy for every Month, 
with their Legions^ to attend on the King 
in their Turns then (g) the Princes of 
the twelve Tribes^ and afterwards {h) fe- 
veral other Officers. 

But while he was contriving thefe 
Things in the befl: Manner ; he feems to 
have been taken, either with a dead Palfey^ 
or fome other Diftemper, which chilled 
his Blood, ib that he could not be warm 
in his Bed. His Phyjicians therefore ad- 
vised, that, to fupply him with •f* a 7tatu- 
ral Heat, a Virgin ftiould lie in the fame 




making himfelf King, prefuming, that his Fj-omaSam. 
Father either could not, or would not ob- vinl'^'^^'"^^ 
ftrudl him. He was indeed a Prince of 
exquifite Beauty, admlr'd by all, and fo 

■ 

indulg'd by his Father, that he -f- never 
contradidled him in any Thing j but, as 
he had a great deal of Jlbfahm in his Com-- 

1 

fleBioHy he foiled not to imitate him in his 

Equipage^ Attendants, and fplendid Man- 
ner of Life. 

B V fome Means however, he had gain'd 
yoab the General of the Forces, and jdbia- 
tbar the Higb-Prieji over to his Party; 
and by their Advice it was, that he invi- 
ted all the Kings Sons, (except Solomon) 
and all the great Men of Judah^ except 
Nathan the Prophet, Benaiah Captain of 
the Guards, and the Officers of the Army 
(who, with -Zadok the other High-Prieft, 
were not for him) to a fumptuous Enter- 
tainment at Enrogely where the Purpofe 



Bed with him ; for which Purpofe Jlbijhag of the Meeting was (as foon as the Com- 

of Sbunemy in the Tribe of. Ijfacbary was pany had well .feafted) to proclaim him 

brought to him, and made ConcuFmary King in the Room of his Father. Nathan^ 

Wife, tho' he had never any carnal Know- who knew God*s.Defignation, David's 



ledge of her. 



Choice, and the People's Interefl: in the, 



ADONIJAHy who (next after Matter, having got Intelligence of this, 
Abfalom) was David*s eldefl: Son, taking went and acquainted Batbjloeba with it, 
the Advantage of his Father's Age and and advis'd her by all Means to go and 

f 4 1 p 

Infirmity, began to entertain Thoughts of 1 prefs the King ^f- . to declare Solomon his 



(f) Ibid, xxvii. i, to 15. 



{%) Ibid. 



Succeflbr, 

(^') Ibid. 



(r) I Cliron. xxvi. to the End. 
xxix. I, to zo. 

f It is the Obfcrvation of GaUn^ in hia filih Book of the Petver of fimph MeMcines, that nothing fo cfleflualJy pro- 
eurcf) Heat ant! Health, as the Application of any Thing young to the Stomach : The Advice of David^s Phyficians 
therefore wna not \\m(& ; but it had been finful Advice, and fuch as he could not have foIlowM, had not this young 
Woman, whom lie toolc to Bed to liim, been hia Concuhinary Wife, In thofe Days fuch Wives were allowable : 
And that (lie fcrv'd him in this Capacity is very manifcft from the Account we Iiave of her in Scripture ; for, whereas 
it j'a faid, that the King h$eio her mt, this certainly implies, tliat he might have had carnal Knowledge of her without 
Sin, or Scandal j wltcroas it is faid, that >c lay in his Bofom, this I'hrafc every where in Scripture denotes wliat wao 
the folc Privilc[;c of a M^ife, or Concubine, Qen, xvi, 5. Dcut. xiii. 6. Nor can wc imagine, why Aiofitjab'^ii defiring 
her in Mnrrinjjc liad been fo heinous a Crime in So/omo»^b Account, Jiad flic not been tlic King's Wife, and he, by tliis 
Means, Iiad dcfignM to revive his Prctcnfions to the Crown. Poora Annotations. 

*|- It in rcmarlc'd of Damd, that one of his great Faults^ and what had led him into many Prcmiinirco, was \\\b 
extraordinary Indulgcno: to liio Children, of whom he was fo fond, that he feema to have ovcrlookM their Errors, 
;uk1 not rcpiovM them, tliough lie wiia bound to do it by a plain Law, Lev, xix. 17, nnd could not but know, that 
the iligh-l'ricll F.li wiu fevcrely punilird for this Neglcfl. /Ws Aunotationo. 

■|< In 2 Satu. vii. 1 2. God had promiaM Da*vitl by Haihan^ that lie would fet upon hio Throne a Son, that flioiild 
proceed iVoni bin), which plainly lignifyM, that none of hio Sons already born were to be the Pcrfon ; and in \ Chron. 

I 

XNii. ^, yc. he dccliir\l by the fame Proplict, that, after hiu Father, Solomon fhould reign, and build him an Moufc. 

^i'his /liluuijiih conid not but know j nnd therefore his fctting himfelf againfl: the iDccrec of Heaven made Jilu Sin the 

grcat(;r. jV^ji Commentary. 

I 'i'hin V\)\\fct of naming a Succeflbr wan firfl: nflumM by David, and, for fomc Time afterwards (ao appuaro by 

tlic iUory i)f iiii. (-laiidfoii Ui-hohaam) wau coiUinuM in the jf£wfjh Slate It was a lVivilc(;t: that, in After-Ago.;, 

'.Viis jMjiiitcil to fcvcral good I'riueci, but among the Jfraelites it did not prevail long, beeatife the Coiillitiition of" 

(jihcr Nations (to which the Ifnieiiies nllc^lvd to conform thcm/elve.0 was diflercnt. /W*3 Annotations and Pahitk'ti 
< 'niiiiuciitary. 4 
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Siicceflbr, fince Things were how come 
Ant"'ch7ift. to that Extremity, that, without her . .do- 
1023. or. jng this, all their Lives muft certainly be 



Teftimony of their Approbation of Dcf- From z Sam. 

_ * * XIX. to I KlDg3 



nliid'^ Choice* 



VIII 




flruilions j went to the King, and, ha- 
ving acquainted him with Adonijah^s Con- 
ipiracy, delir'd him to name her Son his 
Succeffor, according to the Oafh^ that he 
had formerly made to her. While fhe 
was thus talking with the. King, Nathan 
came in, and confirm'd what fhe had &id ; 



thunder^Jiruck 




in Danger. Bathjheba purfu'd her In- and his Company, when, being juft upon 



the Point of proclaiming hini King, they 



Sound 



T 



Shouts of the People .'attending Solomon i 
As foon as they were informed of the 



Occafion 



Man 



proper to 



(hift for himfelf j but, as for Adonijah^ 
he * fled to the Altar for Sandluary, till» 



fo that David immediately declar'd Solo- having obtained of Solomon a Promife of 
772071 his Succeflbi", and thereupon com- Life, upon Condition that he v^^ould never 
manded Zadok the Prieft, Nathan the attempt any Thing for the future againfl 
Prophet, and Benaiah the Captain of his his Government, he was conduced into the 
Guards, with the other Officers and Mi- King's Prefence, where he made Jiis Obei- 
nifters of State, to mount him -f- on the lance to Solo77t07i^ in Token of Thankful- 
Mule, that he himfelf us'd to ride 5 and, nefs for his Prefervation, and in Acknow- 
having in this Manner conducted him ment of his Superiority, 



to Gibon, there to let Zadok and Na- 
tha7i anoint him, and then, by Sound of 



This l7iaiigii7'atio7t of Solofnon how- His Speech to 
ever was a little too hafty and private 5 an/pi"p/e%^ 



Trumpet, to proclaim him King of Jf- and therefore David, intending a more ^^''^f* 
7'aeL All this was accordingly done, and 



the People of Jerufalem^ by their loud 



publick Coronation, order'd all the Pi-inces Building of tU, 
of IJrael and Judah, and all the Officers 



Shouts and Acclamations of Joy, gave | of his Court and Army, to attend him t 

When 



-f- All the reft of David* s Sons were wont to ride upon Mules, w hen they went abroad, 2 Sam. -xiii. 29. but Da'vid 
had a Mule peculiar to himfelf, and the mounting Solomon upon it was a fuificient Declaration in liis Favour. For, 
as it was capital (according to Maimenides) to ride upon the King^s Mule, or fit on his Throne, or handle his Sceptre 
\vithout his Order ; fo, on the contrary, to have the Honour to ride upon the King's Horfe, by his Appointment, 
was accounted the liigheft Dignity among the Perfians^ as appears by the Story of Mordecai in the Book of EJiherm 
Caimet\ Commentary. 

*\ Some Commentators arc of Opinion, that Gihon was the fame with the Fountain of Siloam % but this is a grofa 
Miflake, fince Gihon was manifeftly to the Wefl, and Siham to the Eaft of Jemfttkm. There is litilti or no Ccr- 
tainty Jikewife in the Notions of fome Rabbins, who pretend that, in antient Times, Kings Were always anointed by 
the Side of a Fountain, by way of good Omen, or that the perpetual Running of the Stream might be an Emblem 
of the Perpetuity of their King*s Reign. In the Hiftory of Saul, who was their /irA ICing, and of Da^oid, who wa:k 
three Times anointed, we fmtl no Mention made of any Spring oi* Fountain. As thcfc Fountains however were 
Places of great Concourfe, (for there were not many in Jemfakm) the chief Rcafon, we may imagine, Wjiy Damd 
ordcr'd Solomon to be anointed at one of thcfc, was, that the Thing might be done as publiclcly, and in the Prefence 
of ai many Spectators, as poffiblc. Patrick''^ Commentary. 

* Th(;ic is no Precept in the Laav to make the Altar a privilcgM Place ; but, in Conformity to the Ciiftoms of 
other Niitionfi, the Jcivs fecm to have done it. Other Nations had certainly thia Cufiom, as appears from that 
Pafl'age in f'ir^il: 

Talibus orabat i\\S.h, arafque tcncbat. .^neid vi. 

And it rccinii not unlikely, that, :is the People, when they camc into the Land of Crt/////7w, had ClticJi rtppointcd by 
(;()(]. wliercunio the Mafjlaycr might Jlee ; fo, while they continu'd in the Wiklernerii, the Camp of the Lcvitcs 
jni(;Iit fcrvc iur ihu fame Purpofc. Nay, from the Wordo in Exodus xxi. 14. where God ordcru tlie wilful MurtJierer 
to hr ttden /torn his Altar, that he tnny die, it fecms unquellionably true, that, even in the Land of Canaan, the Altar 
conlinuM a Saiiaiiary for thofe who ilcd unto it ; but then tliu Qticflion i«, to what Altar ^f/o////rt/y iled ; Whether to 
the htnu-.fn one, wliicli Mo/es made, and wliicli wan now at CihcoH, or that which \\h I'atlicr had Iiitcly erc^lcd in thu 
'I'luclhinf; I'lonr of /Inwnah f 'Th exprcfuly fald, i Kiny^s i, 50. that he fau^ht hold 0/ the Iht /is of th'. Altar ; but wu 
can iiaully fuppofc, yflyy&wr, that the Altar iu the 'J'rcfliing-l'loor, which wan run up in fueh Halle with vStone.; and 
Turf, wail nuide in that I'igurc. Ihit vvluit IhouUI liinder u!i from fuppofing, that, nti Oavid had built a Place for tJic 
Kccqniou of the Ark of the Covenant on A'Jouiit <V/«//, he had likcwifc built there an AUar, for the Oblation of thti 
daily Saciifice!., in the exail Korui of the oriy^inal one, that wan thru at C,ih(an, and that it w;i;i to this Altar, and 
neither of the other;;, tliat Monijah betook Jiim/elf for JU-fugc. VMt^i\, ;V//mV.I'% rtnd Calmet\ Coiniiienturie'i, 
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When 



A. M. 

Xu^/chfift. late Indifpofition, he flood up, and, * in ! 

a folemn Oration^ put them in Mind of | 



1023^ 




and Perfuafion, he prevall'd with the f'/om 2 Sam. 
Pninces^ and the People to contribute (ac- ^i^' '^^^^'"g^ 
cording to their Abilities) to ib good and 




God's Goodnefs to him, and of his Defig- ;| pious a Work. Arid when he found him- 
nation oi Solomon to fucceed in his Throne, T felf fuccefsful herein, (for what they gave 
and to build him a Temple. And there- | upon this_Occafiori amounted to an im- 
fore, lince he had referv'd that Honour | menfe Sum) he concluded all with a fo- 
for his Son, he earncftly recommended to 1 lemn Thankfgiving to God, and a Prayer^ 
him a ftridl Fidelity and Piety towards that he would enable Solomon to perfcdt 
God, and a zealous Difcharge of this im- what he had thus defign'd, '''and recom- 
portant Truft. To this Purpofe he gave mended. 

him the Plan^ which he had made for The next Day there was a very great 
the Execution of this Undertaking, and | and folemn Sacrifice^ and much Rejoicing 
an Account of the Treafures, which he 1 among the People, Da'vidy upon this Oc- 
had provided for the perfedting of this | cafion, had jS'(?te(??2 anointed a' fecond Time 
great Work. He gave him alfo a Lift of in a more pnblick Manner j ordered that 



Pridft, 



Courfesy Zadok fhould be the High-Prieft in the 



in which they were to wait in the Tern- Room of Abiathary who had publickly 

pie: He gave him likewife the Schemes^ efpous*d. the Intereft of Adonijah \ and (to 

and Regulations of the Officers of his put an End to all Difputes after his Deceafe) 

Court, of the civil Ofiicers, of the Trea- had him for the -future feated on a 7'oyal 

I 

furers, and of the Superintendants of the Throne, and made fole Regent of the King- 

I 

Revenues^ belonging to the Crown j and, dom during his Life-Time. 



having made a large Oblation of Money 

out of his own private Eftate for the 

Building of the Temple, by his Example 



Not long after this, Davzd^ perceiving ^«'^'?'j'/>fr 
his End approaching, called for Solomoji^ ^^rs^domon. 



and gave him his laft Exhortation, 

wMch 



* The Spcccli which yofephus puts in J^aiiid*^ Mouth upon this Occaiion, is' to this Purpofe : 



" I am now 



to inform you, my Countrymen and Brethren, that I have had it a long Time in my Thoughts to ereft a Temple 
" to the Lord, and h:ivc treafur'd up a mighty Mnfa of Gold and Silver toward the Clmrgc of the Undertakine; ; but 
• ' it hath plcas'd God in his Providence, by the Mouth of Jiis PropiicC Nathan, to put a Stop to my Defign, upon this 
" Confidcration, that he would not have tlic Foundation of his holy Houfe laid by Hands, that have been di'pp*d in 

niood, which mine inevitably have been, (tho' in the Jjlood of your Enemies) in the Wars I have btf.a forced to 

engage in, for the ncceflary Defence of your liibcrties : But, at the fame Time that lie forbid me to do thir;, tiic 
*' Prophet inform \1 me, that God Jiad tranfmittcd the C«rc of the whole WorJc to iny Son and i)ucccfibr. O'lv Ka- 
** ihcr 'Jacob (aa you all very well icnow) had twelve Sons, and yet yudah was chofcn by common CorWc nC to be 
*• Ruler of all the reft. You know Jikcwife, that J myfelf (tho' there were then fix Brothers of, uu) wnii advf'ncM by 
" God to tJic Government, and that none of the rcrt thought thcmfclvca injured : Wherefore I mu/l rio-v, iu like 

Manner, require it of you, and of all your Sons, that you fubmit chearfolly and dutifully to my fJon SoU?/w.;, and 
*' that ye do it without any Grumbling, or civil Diilbnlion, becaufe it is from God's immediate Command and Cnm- 
" mi(Iio»» that he derives his Authority. Put the Cafe now, tliat God Oiould have fet a Stranj'cr over ynu, how 
<' great a VoWy and Ma<lnef(i would it linvc been for you to nuirmur at it ? Ihit Jiow thnniciiii oi^>]h ynu to bL% for 

" the Choice of fo near a Relation^ wlien you yourfclvcu arc Partakers of llie Honour, that is dont; to yo"i JVothcr. 
•* 'I'hcrc ifl notliing I fo much long for, as to fee God*fl gracious Proniifes take a fpcedy .md ilit; wli-ilc /VdjiJc 

" put into a hilling I'ofleflion of the BlcHingfl, tiicy are to enjoy imder the Reign of Soiotmu, And all thi-f, my dear 
Sou, (fap ha, titrtiitig to Solomon) will be made good, and every thing fucceed to your Wifli, /o \o))y\ .t.i you 
govern according to Piety and Jufticc, with a Rclpt-ft to your Duty both lowardu (lod and Iv/an, uiiun.'.iinji a 
Reverence to the Lawn, and treadhig in the Stcpn of your l''ore(iithcri : Hut, whenever you pnfy tlicfe iJoundji, there 
** i:i noiliing but Ruin and Mifery to be expelled." *Je'ioi//j Antiq. lib. vii. c. i i. 

* yojtphiit introduces Oan}UI, an taking his h»ft fiCave of Ids Son ^ohtmn in thcfe Words : And now, 

Scin, I an» going to n)y Jsithenj, and you, that I leave bclilnd mc;, are in due 'J'inic to folloiv. whicii i.. an more 
" than paying a common Oebt to Nature. There in no returning from tJic Grave, and, ivluu we are onre j.une, 
we have done with thiji WorM for ever. Wherefore, while 1 am y<'l among the Living, and be/ore it W. too 

late, pray Itit me remind you cif the fame Thing!) once more. Govern youi- Siil)j>'('l:i .icc.oitli.ij. to 

[nllice. Worniip (hut (lod, from whom yon have receivM your lYiyHity^ ww well a;, your 7/// /j;. a;, you ar-: Ijuund 
*' to dt). Olilt-rvc Jiin I'refrpt:;, and keep liiii Law.-, a:; they li;ive been lianded ddwii to ytni imni /l/.V*', -iin' ''■wc 
a tare that you never foiiiikc llieni, eiUier /or i'Var, I'"Ialtciy, "r any Pallion, or Jntereli wliatioever ; /or nlur- 

" wile 
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A. M. which was, to be conftaUt in his Duty to j for his paft Offences, y^t whenever he ^'3,*^^^ ||]J*g3 
Anf/chrift. God, (/) to Walk i?i Ms Waysy and -f- keep fliould prbV'e guilty again, not to ipare vSn. 
10Z3, Statutes^and hisCom?72dndments,hisyudg~ him, " Having thus ended his Exhortation 

menfSy and his TeJiimonieSy that he might to his Son, in a ihort Time after he died 

f ' ' ' I 

pro/per in 'all that he did j and then de- in the feventy-firft Year of his Age 5 af- 
fccnding to fome particular Affairs relating ter he had reign'd forty Years in all, )j fe^ 





to the State y he charg'd him to do Juftice ven in Hebfony and three and thirty in 
to yoaby for the many Murders he had yerufalem ; and * was. buried In that 
been guilty of j to fliew Kindnefs to the Part of .the City, which himfelf had taken 

I 

Sons of Barzillai^ for the Support their Fa- from the Jebufites^ and called after his own 

I 

ther had given him in his Diftreis 5 arid ( Name, 
tho' he himfelf had not put Shimei to death 



" wife yoa can never hope for. the Blefllngs of 'GdH*fi Favour and Providence : But if you behave yourielf with 
Reverence and Submiilion towards God, as you ought to doj and as I wiih you may do, y pur Kingdom ivill be 
eilablifhM to yourfelf, and the Succeilion of it continued to your FamiJy from Generation to Generation." Je^vifi 

Antiq.' lib. ii. c. i 2. 

(7} I Kings ii, 5, n. 



4 * 



f Under thefe four Words are comprehended ali the Laws of Mofes, Statutes were fuch CmJI hut ions, as Jiad tlicir 
Foundation, not in Reafon, but in the Will and Pleafure of God j fuch was the Prohibition of fowing Seeds of dif- 
ferent Kinds 'together, l^c. ConwiandmeHts were mora! Duties, that were founded in the Nature of Things, and 
carryM their Reafon along with them ; as not to fleal, not to murther, ^c. yudgmenis were the Laws belonging to 
Civil Government, and the Dealings of one Man with another ; fuch are all thofe Laws, that are recorded in the 
Twency-firft and following Chapters of Exodus 5 and Tfjiiwontes were fuch Laws, as prefervM the Remembrance of 
fome great Events, and teftiffti to Men the Loving- Kindnefs of the Lord ; fuch as the Sabbath, the ^effo'v$r, and 

the reft of the Feafts, Patrsek^ii Commentary. 

11 In z Saffi, V, 5. it is faid, that he relgn'd feven Years and fix Months in Hebron, which, together with the three 
and thirty in yerufalem^ will make his Reign to be in all forty Years and a half. To folvc this Difficulry, (as fome 
of the yenus efteem itj they have devisM a Conceit, that, to punifli Dwvid for his Adultery with Bat/ffljcha, God fcnt 
upon him a LeproJ}t which continued for Six Months, in all which Time he was Jook*d upon as dead, and not ac- 
counted to reign : But they never confider'd, that thefe Months %vcre Part of his Keign in .Hebron, before he committed 
that Adultery in yeru/a/em The true Account of the Matter therefore is, chat it is very ufual, in Scripture- Com- 
putation, to omit fmaller Sums, and only reckon by a round Number j for which Reafon thcfe fix Months, which 
were but Part of a Year, are not taken Notice of in the Account both of Kings, i JCings ii. 1 1 . and Chroniclest i Chron* 
Xxix. 26, 27- Patrick''^ Commentary, and /*W*s Annotatioiis. 

* After this Account, which yofepbus gives us of Dawd^& fcveral Speeches before his Death, he informs us, ■« 
'* 7'hac he was bury'd at yerufaiem with a Solemnity of royal Pomp and Magniiiccnce, that was glorious to the higheR- 
" Degree, and that, over and above the Splendor of the Ceremony, his Son Sohmou depofued in his Monument an 
" incflimabic Trcafurc, from which, when AntiochuSj furnam'd the Pious, beficg'd yuru/ait'm, Hhcamts^ the Ili^jh- 

r 

** Pricft, took to the Sum of three Vjau/and Talents ^ and therewith brib'd them to raife the Siege ; and that, many 
Years after this, Herod, firnam*d the Great, took another immenfe Sum from thence, wJ»ich cnaMM Jiim to rc- 
build the Temple." Among feveral Nations indeed it was cuftomary to bury, along with Princes, and other great 
Men, various Things of Value, that they took Delight in while they livM. ^rhc Efi)ftiaNs were ui'd to this; and 
nbouc their Mummies arc frequently found very precious Ornaments. Wlicn Mexander the Oreal Iiad' (Jyrs/j\i '[""omb 
opcn\l, there was found therein a Bod of Gold, a very rich 7 able, drinking Cups, and jnany fine Vu/lmonts ; but^ 
wotwithftanding all this, feveral learricJ Men look upon thiu whole Account of Ju/r/dj/a as a mere Kiblc. J'or, to 
what Purpofe, they, did So/ot/ion bury all this Ticafurc under Ground, wlicn iie had fo niiit;]i Occafion for it j 
when he was forcM to borrow Money of the King of 7;'/r, and burthen his People with lb many Uciivy Tnxcn to 
fiipply hiu exceflive Expcncea ? Ilow came it, that the other Kings of yudah, who were frequently put to the Nc- 
cedlty of Urippini^, ihe Temple of its precious luirnilurc lo faihi'y ihcir [greedy J'-neniies, never once advcntuiM to hiy 
hold on this Treafun: ? How came it to elcapc the Bands of tlie Chuidiwu, and other Nations, that fo often liad the 
plundering afymtfalemi' Or why fliouId Virawus violate thia De^ofitutn, which liiu IVcdeceflbrs cilccniM more facred 
than the holy Veneli! of tl>e I-ord ? Thefe are Qucfliona, that cannot eafily be refolvM i ami, (what i;; a farther Con. 
futation of iliiH Story) in that very IJook, from whence y(»/>/'//j is fuppot.M to have taken it, it is never once fiiid, 
that Wnnnm broke lUi^idh Tomb. The Word u of that Anihor aic, that Hircaims, nvJ^th- he 

/;,y7,tf,//.j. Antiochuii. op^rd a rrm/urMVuwd'tr, uvhUh Mo^iy^d to form' of Vi'ASX^'s Dvfiauhuts, oiul /luif, aficr /r /'././ 
tahn a Mrp/ Snvj of Momy out tf it, he /iili kft a yrait dad in it, and f nVd it ///' iiymn : iiul tiii:, i;) quite a dlflb 
rent ThinK. .'i"d ha:, no Manner nf Rdatton lo the Sepulchre of Dn-uid, Ai lo the W Sepulehic of t)ii'Vid, \vi a r- 
lain, lhat ii war. alway.'; Jichl in jiuat Veneration ainonj- ihe Jt'ivs. It wa.'i in »ein;. in Si /VAv'y Time, lor fo he lilli 
the IVopIe. Ii. -w;. Dio (in .-Idnani vitaj inronn!; us thai Part of it wa;. iaMen down in th.r Jvniperor y/7/Vw//.-: 
Urij.n. Va 7.;./;; ic];ae:;, that he liiinfeH n:,M frequrnliy to yii and pray at it; and inudeiir '/''.-rc/fm {a!, we loni . 
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A. M. When David was dead, Solomon fuc- 
Anf/chrift. ceeded to the Throne ; and, to fecure his 
1023, ^c. Yo&Gion, took an Occafion, in a fhort 

Time, to rid himfelf of his Adverfaries. 
Adonijab^ in his Father's Life-time, made 
bold Pretenfions, but was defeated, and 
pardon'd by Solomon^ upon Condition that 
he Virould become a good SubjeB^ and give 
him no farther Moleftation 5 but by the 
Perfuafion of Joab, and Abiathar, he 
was now put upon another bold Projedt, 



Solomon fuc- 
eceds hh Fa- 
ther David, 
and cut$ ojj' 
his chief Jld- 
tvcrfariei. 



which was 



Abijhag 



Mar 



riage, hoping thereby to ftrengthen his In- 

tereft, and to be able to play an After-gafne 
for the Crown. To this Purpofe he pre- 



Bathpeb 



S}uecn-Mother 



to fpeak to the King : But the King was 
fo far from granting his Requeft, that he 

was fliock'd at the Boldnefi of it, and, 

fufpedling fome treafonable Defign at tlie 




Bottom^ fent immediately, and had him ^^5°"! 2 Sani. 
put to Death. In the next Place, he ba- 
nifti'd Abiathar j and, having inhibited 
him from the Exercifes of his prieflly Of- 

fice, confin'd him to his Coiintry-Houfe^ 

and put Zadok in his Place j and, when 

he heard that jfoab was fled into the Taber^ 

nacle for SanStuary^ upon his refufing to 
come out at his Command, ^ heorder*d5^- 

naiah (whom he afterwards made General 
in his Room) to go in, and kill him there. 
But when Shimei^ who deferv'd the like 
Fate for his grofs Abufe of the late King, 
was brought before him, he only -f- confin'd 
him to yerufalem, as a Prifoner - at large, 
but with a ftridt Injundlion not to move 
out of the Place upon Pain of Death. 
Upon this Condition he thankfully accepted 
of his liifc, and, for fome Time kept with- 
in the Bounds of his Confinement 5 but 
having fome Slaves, who had run away, 

and 



Notice before) defcribe feme magnificent Monuments hewM In a Rock, not far from Jemfalemy which are douhtlefs 
very antientt but they thcmfclves do not agree, that they were the Sepulchres of the. Kings of Judah. 'I'is fome- 
what unaccountable however, that the Place of this Princess Sepulchre, which both the Chaldeans and the Romans^ 
when they took yernfalem, thought proper to fpare, iliould now be ft) entirely loft, that we cannot find the Icaft 
Kcmains of it. But the' Providence has fo ordcrM it, that the Place of David's Sepulchre fiiould not at prefent be 
known, yet tliere docs not want an eternal Momaneat of his niofl excellent Gettius* TJie Eook of P/alms, which for 
the moft Part was compos'd by him, docs publifli the Glory of its Author more than the moft pompous EUgies, and 
the Author of Ecckfiafticus [Chap, xlvii. 2, Csff.) has confccrated this Epitaph to his Memory, which is more durable 

than either Marble or Bra/s : As the Fat is taken a^vay from the Peace- Offering, fo nvas David chofi:;i out of the 

Peofflc of Ifracl. He played iviih Lions as <ivith Kids, and ivith Bears as woith Lambs ; he Jlctv a Giant ivhen he avas 
youngy and took anvay Reproach frotn the People ; for he called upon the Mofl High Lord, and he ga^ve Strength to his Right- 
Hand to flay this mighty Warrior^ and to fit up the Horn ' of his People. So the People honoured him nsiith ten Thou/auds, 
and praifed him in BleJ/sngs of the Lordi for he deflroyed the Enemies on emery Side, and brought io nought the Philiilinc?, 

his Ad'verfaries : Jri ail his Works he praifcd the holy One mofl high, and lleffed the Lord ^ith Words of Glory : • 

He fit Singers alfi before the Mtar, that, by their Voices, they might make fiveet Melody, and daily fiug Praifcs in their 

Songs. He beautified their Feafis, and fit their folcmn Times in perfe£l Order : The Lord took away his Sins, and 

exalted his Horn far even he gave him a Covenant of Kings, and a Throne of Gloty in ifrael. Calmet\ Commentary, 
and his Diflionary, under the Word David, 

\ Xt waa formerly very cuftomary among Princes, to employ tlicir Ofliccro, or grcatcft Confidants, in fuch like 
I''xccution5. Among the Romans, the Soldiers were always the Pcrfona, who carry*d to Prifon, lo Torture, or to 
l*^xecution, fuch ns were found guilty of any Oflcncc ; and this Tertullian makes nn Argument to difliiade Chriflians 
Ironi engaging in the Wars, loll thereby they fliould be oblig'd to imprifon, punifli, or execute Malefaftors. Jn 
Dan. li. 2-| . we rend, that Nchuchadnc:^.'/ar fent Arioch, *who *was chief Commander of his Troops, to defray the Wife-- 
Men (f Itubylon, becaufc they could not interpret hii; Dream ; and therefore we need Icfs wonder, tiiat we find 
Solomon ^\\\\\ciy\\\^^ Benaiah, the Captaiu of his Guard, on the like OHicc : But wlietiicr he did not fiiJt drag ^oah 
from tl)C Attar, belbrc he flew him, for fear of polluting the holy Place with Blood, or whether Solomon did not 
rallicr thinic fit to liuve Jiim IcilPd even at the Altar, and let all Men fee, that no Place, though never fo facrcd, 
nioiiKl fecure any Man from tlic Hand of JuiUcC, Coinmentatori. have not agreed. Calmei*n and Patrid-'a Coni- 
ihciuai'ien. 

■|- Shimrit an we rend, wan a very powerful Man. When ho cninc to nice-L King David, and to beg Pardon for 
iiiti Ollcuce, he had a Thoufand of his own I'ribe to accompany him, zSat/s.xix, 17. and therefore Solomon might 
think proper to confine him to the City of fersfalem, that, being romovM frniu llie Place, where Jiiii Family and 
Intiicll Iiiy, to one where he was but a Stranger, and fufliciently odiou:: for hi.s former ill Treatment of tiic late King, 
)tt' iiiifrht he incapable of riilfing any 'J'limultii, or Seditionu ; and that, being in thi:i puhlick Thtatrr, alt hir. VVordii and 
Ai'liuiiii niigiit l)c narrowly obferv'd, which, confidering hii. Iiufy and u'ickcil 'JVmper, iiiij'Jit j'jvo Su/omon a l;iir 
Advaiitiij'o n}',ainll him i and (au the Manner of foniu id) the very Prohibition itftlf niiglil probably inllanie h\u Defiro 
lo tianfgrefb it. Pooi'a Ainiotations. 3 
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thrift. 



and had enter'd themfelvcs into ^f* the Ser- 
vice of Achijhy King of Gatb^ he im- 
prudently went to reclaim them, and, up- 
on his Return, hy Solomon*^ Order, was put 
to Death. 

Having thus lecur'd his Kingdom at 

homCy by confining, or cutting off the 
Heads of the FaBion^ that was againft 
him, Solomon bethought himfelf of 
llrengthening his Intereft Abroad by fo- 
reign Alliances ; and, to this Purpofe, 
married the Daughter of •f- Pharaoh King 
of Egypt^ and appointed her at firft an 
Apartment in his own Palace 5 but, after 
he had finifli'd the Temple, built her a 
very ftately Palace adjoining to his own, 



contributed not a little to the Perverfion of ^"j^^ 2^™- 

XIX. to I Kings 

Solomon, 



WW. 



He began his Reign however with a Begins his 
good Senfe of Religion upon his Mind ; ^Ts^l/ 
for which End, taking the Chief of the 

Officers and Nobility along with him, he 

went to G{beo7Zy where the original Taber- 
nacle and Altar J that were made in the 
Wildernejs, were kept, and there offered 
a Thouland Sacrifices^- in Acknowledg- 
ment of God's Kindneis to him, in pla- 
cing him upon his Father's Throne. In 
the Night following, when God appeared 
to him in a Vifion, and promis'd to grant 

whatever he fhould aflc, he begg'd him to 
give him -f* a wife and under/landing 



which ftie badly deferv'dj for, in -Procefs Heart, and (-f confidering his Youth 
of Time, this Woman, among others, I and Inexperience) fuch Qualities, as were 

neceflary 



'\ Achffi had been fo great a Friend to Da-vid, that, though Da'vid had conquerM the Phiiijhics, lie fufFcr'd him 
fiiU to rcuin the Title of a King, and only to be iributary to him ; fo that there was a friendly Correfpondence 
between his City and Jeru/alem, infomuch, that might eafily hear, by fomebody or other, that had been at 

Cath, that his Servants were there. Thefc Servants, in all Probability, were fuch, as he had purchas'd with a con- 
fiderable Sum of Money, and their Running away was not only a Lofs, but a great Affront likewifc to their Mafter ; 
and therefore, partly out of Rage, and partly through Cavetoufnefs, he undertook this dangerous Journey, prefum- 
ing, that a Thing, which might be done fecretly and fpecdily. would never come to W^Ws Ears ; that, in the 
Space of three Years Time, Solomon might have forgot his Injunaion ; or that, if he remerobcrM it, he would not be 
fo rigid, as to put it in Execution ; efpecially fince he went out of Jerufahm, not through VVantonnefs, or any Con- 
tempt of Authoriiy, but merely to recover what he had loft, which, Jie might think, waa a Thing excufable. PcoVs 
Annotations, and Patrick^^ Commentary. 

t It may feem fomewhat ftrange, that, in all the Hi (lory of the 7^^^, from the Time of Mo/es to this of Solo- 
non, no Mention fhould be made of the Kings of Egypt, as if they had no Concern in the AiTairs of Canaan, but 
were wholly diverted fome other Way : But for this, their own Hiftorians account, when they tell us, that during 
this Space of Time, the Egyptian Kings did nothing ^^orth recordivg, Diodor. Biblioih. lib. i. p. 29. All thefe Kings 
of Egy^t were called Pharaohs ; but Pharaoh was not a proper Name, but a Title of Dignity only, which imported the 
fame as Sultan, or Emperor. They had, bcfidca tliis, otiicr Names, and Clemens /Ilex andr inns, in a HalHtge taken 
ftt^m Alexander Polyhifior, tells us, that the /i^/'^r Name of tVi^ Eg^H^n King, whofc Daughter ^-tf/-^/.^/; marry 'd, waa 
Vaphres. U Cleri& and Ca/mefs Commentaries, 

t Hereupon fomc T^a^^^^ Annotators have obfcrvM, that tho' Solomon, in his great Modcfty, might requeft of 
God no more than the Gift of Gon;ernmnt, or (as he cxprc/lcs it) an underjlanding Heart to judge the People, and to 
difcern betrwm Good and Brvih 1 Kings iii. 9. yet God, out of his abundant Grace, gave him a gcm ral Knowledge 
of all other Things, as the following Hiftory informs us: And that, whereas other Men gather ti>cir Knowledge 
from Study and Obfcrvauon, Solomon had his by an immediate InJ^iration from God, infomuch, that he, nvho nmu 
to lied as ivmrant as other Men, a..ak\l in the Morning like an Angel of God. liut though his Knowledge of Things ^vas. 
in a crcftt Mcafure, infusM, yet Jie did not therefore ncglea his Study. He ganse his IJenrt to fetk, and fearch cat, 
Iv mrdonu conarnwg all Things under the Sum iu which Wr/. {a. himfelf tcnifieo. Ecchf.\. .3.) h. took no fmall 
P-iiua - So that his Gifts extraordinary did not fuperfcde the Ufc of oilier Mean... in tlic Acqnilition of Knowkdiic 
but by Application and Kxperiencc. Jie perfefled what he had fo ndvantageoufly received from the Uundtt of God. 
I'alrid'o ami Cahiet'n Commentarico. 

-I- Tl.e Word,, ol' Salomo,. himfelf arc, / i"> " I""' Chi 1,1 . / h.on« m, hcto to ga out. or honv come i„. 

, Kin,., iii. 7. 1-Vo.n whence fome Imve infcrrM. .hat he was ..oi above twelve Ye;ir» old when he Ipalce then, ; but 
.l,i„ mull be a profn Mifco.nputatian. Hi- Father, when he left the Kingdom to him. call:, hi>« « au,> M.u,, , Iv.nK'i 
i, 6. n. The f^rcBoinc Story fl.ew-. that he h,.d already fat fame 'rime on the TW i and therefore he calh ^^ 
felf a CJM. not in Refpea of hi« Vear«. (for moil agree that he wao t^venty, when he bep.nn to re.gn) but l.i„ SIc.l. 
i„ COverninjMhc I'eoplc. and mannEing the Affidru of State. Th!„ wa» a „,«/.y/ I'.xpre/l.on ^^^Sokm,,■. but .t an 
OuLvation of //.//W.. in hi. Book of tl.at younn Men are nnlit for C;„v<m,.,e... bec.ule the.r 

iW,- i« imperfea , which, thoucl. it may not he a i,eneral Rule, wao deliverVl by .V„W« h.nWel m h. mou- ma- 
tVre Ycar.. Lr a J1W« ; for lon,l, (f»y« he, lUcUf. .6.) » « CMJ. IM. Comn.en.ary. 
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A. neceffary for the due Government of the 
Ant. Chrift. People committed to his Charge j which 

Petition God was fo well pleas'd with, 
that, over and above the Wildom which 
he afk'd, he promis'd to give him fuch 




away her living Child, and left her dead Ffom z Sam. 
one in its Place : The other pertinacioufly viii/° 
denied the Thing, fo that the Queftion 

was, TJ? whom did this living Child be^ 




long ? 



And to determine this, Solomon 
Affluence of Riches and Honour, as no | commanded fome that flood by, to take 
King, in his Days, fhould be able to aqua- and 'f cut the Child in two, and to give 
lize. When Solomon awak'd out of Sleep, to each Woman half 5 whereupon the real 
he perceiv'd that this was a Dream fent Mother begs that the Child may be lav'd, 
from God ; and therefore, returning to even tho' it be given to her Adverjfery, 
yerufalemy he prcfented himfelf before the but the pretended one is clearly for dividing 
Ark of the Covenant^ which was plac'd it 5 which gave Solomon a full Convidlion, 
in a ^abernacle^ that David had made that £he, who exprefe'd a Tendernefe and 
for it, and there he ofFer'd Sacrifices in j Compaffion for the Child, was its true 
Abundance. I Mother, and accordingly order'd it to be 



And great De- S O L O M O N VTQ faid) had ob- given her. 



'"'"^mXl tain'd of God a Promife of the Gift of 

Wifdom J and it was not long before he 
had an Opportunity of fhewing it, to the 
great Satisfaction of all his Subjed:s. -f* 

Two Women, who both liv*d together in 
one Houfe, were brought to Bed about 

the fame Time, and one had overlaid her 
Child. She, who found the dead Child by 
her, accus'd the other of having flolen 



The Wifdom of the King foon fhed ^^{^j^rgeBo- 

^ mwiotis, and 

an happy Influence over all his Dominions, i^onderfui 
and every Subjed: was, in fome Degree f^rLTJgu '^'"^ 
or other, made Partaker of it. All jFu- 
dab and Ifrael liv'd in the greatefl Secu- 
rity J and all the neighbouring Nations 
either paid him 'Tribute^ or were his 
Friends and Allies. He rul'd over all the 
Countries and Kingdoms, -f- from the Ezc-^ 

phrates 



'\ Thcfe two Women are faid in the Text to be Har/ois, but the Hehretju Word (as we took Notice in the Cafe of 
Ra&ab) may equally fignify an Hofiefs, or one, who kept an Houfe of puhlich Entertainment ; and that it is fo to 
be taken here, we have thcfe Reafons to prefume : ■ That, as all publick Proftituihn was fevcrely forbidden 

by the Law, Deui. xxiii. 17, Women of this infamous CharaQer durft not have prefented thcmfelves before fo 
jufl and fo wife a King ; that Women of this lead Behaviour feldom do become Mothers of Children, and when they 
chance to have any, arc not fo follicitous for their Prefer vation, but' rather rejoice when they have got rid of them. 

There is no Rcafon to fuppofc then, that thefe Women were common Harlots ; and yet it is generally thought, 
that they were both imjnarry'd Perfons, and guilty of Fornication^ becaufc no Mention is made of tlieir Hu/bands, 
whofc Oflicc it was (if they had any) to contcft the Matter for their Wives. Tool"^ Annotations, and Calmee\ 
Commentaries. 

•\ Solomon knew at once, that the only Sign that would difcover the /rw, would be her Affcflion, and Compaffion* 
and 'i'cndcrncfo for her Child ; and therefore, in order to difirngui'fli between the two, his Bufincfs was to make 
7'rial of thia : And if wc fiippofe, that, when he commanded the Child to be di«vidtd^ he fpakc with a fcdatc Coun- 
tenance, and Teeming Earndlncfs, (as the true Mother's Petition to the King makes it apparent that he did) then wc 
may fuppofc farther, not only the two Women, but all the People prcfcnt with Horror and Admiration cxpcfting 
the Execution of the Thing \ whicli, when it ended in fo juft a Deeifmi, quite contrary to what they lookM for, 
raiuM Joy in every Urcall, and gave a more advantageous Commendation to the Judge : And ynt Jlbarhiuel, the 
JenviJ/j Conimcnlator, thinka, that all thia was no great Proof of Solomon^ extraordinary Wifdom, nor could it beget 
that Pear or Reverence, which the 7>,v/ fayo (i A:%f iii. 28.) it procur'd to his Pcrfon. His Opinion therefore is, 
tlint HoloMofj made a Difcovcry of the Tnith antecedent to thia Ji.vpniment ; that, by obfervirig the Countenance, tlic 
Manner tif Speech, and all the Motionn of the Women, he difccrnM tlie Secret of their I leans, and penetrated to the 
iJotlom of tlie Ihirincfo ; and tliat hia commanding the Child to be di<vided afterwards was only to notify to tlic Com- 
jiany, wliat he before had diJco'vcr\L However thia be, it may not be improper, upon thia Occafion, to mention an 
Jnllancc or two out of profane HiJlory, of n fingular Mdreft (though much inferior to this) in difcovcring fuch Se- 
cret!!, as fecm'd to be p:»Il iiiuling out. lo tins Purpofc, Suctouius (in hio Life of Claudiafi, Chap. 15.) teliu uu, liow 
that I'inprior diicovcrM a Woman lo be the Mother of a youn^ Man, whom fhe would not own ibr her Son, by 
coniiniMuiini;: her to be niarryVl to him ; for the Horror of committing Jticrjl obligM her to declare the Truth j and, in 
like Manner, Diodorsu Sictdta relates, how Ariopharnes^ King of the Thracians, being nppuintcd to arbitrate between 
ihretT Men. who all pretended to be Sonii of the Kinj^ of the Cimmoiaus, and claimM the Succcflion, found out- the 
tuic Son uiiil llcir, hy Drdrriii)-; thciu to ihool, each Man Arrow, into tlie dead Xing'u llody, which one of them 
refuliin-; to ilo. waii decniM the true Claimant. /Wii Anmiiiitions V4itrUk\i and Calmet'n Coiiinu:ntarie.'i. 

I The Wonlii in the *l'e>:i are, Solomon rtitiMd t'uo- all Kitis^domt from the IVvvtr unto the Land of thit 

3 lUucs, 



Chaf. V. 



from the liraelites entering Canaan, . to the Building of 



7,^ix%c P^^^^^^ and in many Places 

Ant. Chrift. his Dominions extended beyond the 

phrates. He had a great Number of Hor- 





Mankind, and his Repu- ^^^^ 

» rcijC' to 

tation was fpread thro' all Nations. He viii! 
composed, or colledled, Three Thou- 



Wifdom 



War. Inftances of j fand 

five 



and a ^ Thoufand and 
He knew the Virtue of all 



of the Sea, and in Learning and Know- I Plants and Trees, from the higheft to 
ledge he f furpafs'd all the Orientals, the loweftj and in his Books treated of 



and the Egyptia?2s. 



Word 



the Nature of f all Kinds of Beafts, and 

Birds- 



flines, and unto the Border of Egypt, i Kings iv. 2 1 . for the Bounds of his Kingdom were to the Eajl, the Euphrates. 
which is here, and in other Places of Scripture, called the River, without any Addition i to the mjl, the Country of 
the Phmjiims, which boi-derM upon the Medittrranean-Sta ; and to the South, Egypt, So that Sokmon had tributary to 
him the Kingdoms of Syria, Bamafcus, Moab, and Ammon^ which lay between Euphrates and the Mediterranean ; aa 
indeed, without fuch a Number of tributary Kingdoms, we cannot conceive, how the Country of J/rael could have 
furni/h^d fuch a conllant Supply of Proviiions, and other Things necelTary for the Support of this Prince's Grandeur, 
Patrick's and Calmet^s Commentaries. 

f There were three Nations in the Eajl of Carman, that were very famous for their Wifdom and Erudition ; the 
Chaldeansy beyond the Euphrates ; the Perjsans, beyond the %r« i and the Arabians, on the nearer Side of the 
Euphrates, a little towards the South ; But whether the Perjans and Chaldeans were remaJiable for their Learning in 
Solo?nQn's> Days, is much doubted among Commentators. The Book of Job fufficiencly Ihcws, that the Arabians (for 
of that Nation was Job and his Friends) were famous for their Learning in antient Times ; And, as to the Chaldeans 
and other oriental People, fince the Sons of Noah took up their Habitation about Babylon, and the neighbouring 
Countries, it is reafonable to fuppofe, that, where Mankind lirft began to fettle thcmfelves into regular Societies 
there Arts and Sciences iirft began to appear. The Egyptians however pretend to a Precedency in this, and fevcral 
other AccompUniments. They fay, thiit the Chaldeanj receivM the Principles of Philofophy at firft from a Colony 
that came from Egypt, as Diodorus indeed makes mention of fuch a Colony, conduced by Belus : But the Chaldeans, 
on the other Hand, maintain, that from them it was, that the Egyptians recciv'd their iirft Inftruftions, and (according 
to fome) that Abraham was the Perfon, who firft communicated to the Chaldeans the Knowledge of Aftronomy, and 
other Sciences, However this be, Solomon recelvM from God a perfcfl Knowledge of all that ufeful and folid Learn- 
ing, for which the Eajlern People, and the Egyptian! were juftly fam'd ; for (as it follows) he was a great moral 
Philofopher, a great natural Philofopher, and an excellent Poet. Patrick'^ and CaJmef^ Commentaries. 

* Jofephus, who lov'd to magnify every Thing, that conccrnM Solomon, initead of three Thoufand Proverbs, tells us, 
t\i^i Solomon com^oi' d three fhoufand Books of Proverbs : The greater certainly is our Lofs, (if the Thing were credi- 
ble) becaufe all the Proverbs of Solomon, that we have now, are comprisM in the Book, that goes under that Namcj 
and in his Ecckjiajles ; and yet fome learned Criticks are of Opinion, that the nine firft Chapters of the Book of Proverbs 
Were not of SolomotC% Compofurc, and that the Number of Proverbs, which properly belong to him, is no more than 
fix Hundred and Tifiy. Groiius'^s Annotations, and Calmet^a Commentary, 

f Thefe, one would think, were Poems enough, for a Perfon, that had fo much more other Bufinefs, as King 
, Solomon had ; but Jofephus, who is never content, makes him the Author of fi many Volumes of poetical Compofttions ; 
and the Septuagint indeed, as well as other Interpreters, make the Number of them to be no lefs, than five Thoufand 
Songs, or Odes : But, of all this Number, we have none remaining, but the Song of Songs, as it is calPd ; except tJic 
Hundred and twcnty-iixth Pfalm, which (in its Hebrew Title) is afcribM to Solomon, may be fupposM to be one of 
thefc. The Pfalter of Solomon, which containa eighteen Pfalms, (a Work, that was found in Greek in the Library 
of Aujhtirg, and has been tranflated into Latin by John Lewis de la Cerda) is fuppos'd by tlic Learned to be none of 
Solomon'^s, but of fome Helleniflical Jev), much converfant in reading the facrcd Authorfl, and who had composed them 
in Imitation of the Pfalms of David, whofc Stile he clofcly purfu*d, and had infcrtcd fcvcral Paflages of the Prophets^ 
(cfpccially of Ifaiah and Exeh'el) which he accommodated well enough to his Purpofe. However this be, thefc 
eighteen Pfalms were not unknown to the Anticnto ; for they were {aumvly in the famous Ahxandrian Manufcript, 
which is with uo, aa may be fceu by the Index, wliich is ftill to be found at the End of the Nen.tj 7ejla?»ent, thougli 
the Pfalms thcmfelves have either been torn out of the Book, or loft by fome Accident. Le Clerc'a and CalmeC^ Com- 
mentaries, and Itiu Diflionary, under the Word Solomon, 

'\ The fcvcral Books, wliich treated of tlic Nature and Virtue of Animals, as well na Plants, are fuppof.M to have 
been lofl in the Bahylonijh Captivity ; but Eufehius (aa he is quoted by Anajtafmi) informs uu, tlmt King lle^ekiah^ 
^I'tinj', tlic Abufc which Iiia Subjc6U made of Solomon^M Woricfi, by placing too much Confidence in the Jtumcciieu wiiich 
hi; prcfcribM, and the natural Secrets which he difcover'd, thoii^jht proper to fupprcffl them nil. Notwithflnnding 
thin, fincc lii^ 7'ime, many Books, concerning the Secrets of Magick, Medicine, and Inchanttnents, linve nppenr*d under 
tlic N.tnie of this Prince : and fcvcral Pieces have been quoted, fuch as the hjlruiliotis of Solomon to his Son Kcliobn- 
liam I Tcfanwnt of Solomon ; The Book of the Throne vf Solomon ; Thr Hooks of Mopjtk, composed hy the D^vmom 
under li'f ^atnc of Solomon ; The Clavicula, or Key of Solomon ; Ihe liing vflio\o\um\ ; The Cmttadi^lioH of Solomon, 
IjV. wliicli wx'ie moll of ihcni very wicked and purnicioiiis TraOu, to which ihc Autlior;i ])rifixVI tiiifi grtiitt Name* 
tfi fMvc ihem more Cmlit and Sanilion. ^'I'io fomewhat ftranf^e however, tliat Jofphus Ihoiild inform iiu, thai ^SVa- 
.•/.'tfw 4:iin»jH)i.'d Kuokii of Inchantments, ajid fcvcral A^anncrs of Esoreifrns, or oi* driving nway Devik, f^ that the/ 

could 
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Birds, and Reptiles, and Fifhes ; info- I his Affiftance in Building the Tetnple of ^jomzS^xn, 
much, that there was a Concourfe of the Lord, Hiram very readily complied *^^"S= 
Strangers from all Countries to hear his with his Delire, and lent him word, 
Wifdom, and Embaffadors from the moft | that he would order Cedar-T'rees ^ and F/r- 
remote Princes, that had heard of his 
Fame, 



Mount 



nus ; that his People fliould put them on 
As foon as Hiram^ King of T^yre^ un- I Floats^ and bring them by. Sea to the 
derftood that Solomon was "f- made • King | Harbour of yoppa j and that from thence 

Solomo7i, (who contradied to give Hiram 
fuch a Quantity of Wheat and Wine, 



Hh heeigue 
and Contra^i 

*with Hiram, 

of Ifrael, * he fent Embaffadors to him 
to huiU the to condoIe his Father's Death, and con- 
accordingly he gratulute him upon his Acceffion to the and Ou, (Sc, 
jinijh d. Throne : And, in a /liort Time after, tenance of his Houfliold, 



Main 

Work 

Solomon^ in Return, fent an Embafly to j men) might fend, and fetch them to y^- 
him, defiring him to fupply him with [ ritfalem 
Wood, and Workmen, and to lend him 

Ali, 

could return no more j and that he ftiould further affure us, that himfcif had feen Experiments of it by one Eieaxar^ a 
y^Tv, who, in the Prefence of Vefpafian^ his Sons, and the Officers of his Army, cur'd fcvcral, that were poifcfsM. 
ye--wijh Antiq. lib. viii. c. 2. and Calmet*% Diflionary, under the Word SolomoJt. 

* It is a Conceit of one of the Jemjifi Interpreters, that all the Kings of the neighbouring Countries went to 
hear the Wifdom of Solomon^ and that, upon their Return, their Subjedls cam& to them to hear what he had faid ; 
but as we hear of none, but the Queen of Shtba, who came to vifit Sohmony we cannot but think, that if any 
other cro^n\i Heads had refortcd to him, the Hiftory would have recorded them, as well ns her. The Words denote 
ro more, tlian that the Kings of all the neighbouring Nations fent their Embafl'adors, and People of every Land, 
that had heard of Solajnoii^ Fame, came to fee him ; for " no Spcftacle (fays an ingenious Author) is more lovely and 
" grateful, than a wife and good King ; all Men flock to fee him, and to partake of his pious and prudent Mind. 
" They that fee him, are loth to leave him, and they that hear of him, are as dcfirous to fee him, as Children 
•* are to find their unknown Father." DioJi Vrufmis Orat. dc Regno. 

f The ivth Chapter of the firft of Kings is chielly taken up in recording the Prime Minifters and Officers of So/o- 
ynof^s Court, the Compafs and Extent of his Kingdom, the Happinefs and Security of his Subjcfts, the Pomp and 
Magnificence of his Living, and the Excellence of his own Wifdom and Erudition. 

• This Hiram was doubtlefs the Son of that other Hiram, who fent DavidTimhet and Artificers, wherewith to 
build his Palace: For, if (according to Jo/ephus) the Temple was built in the twelfth Year of H/>Ws Reign, and 
tlic fourth of SolamonX this Hiram could not be the fame with him, who fent Da'vid Men and Materials ; bccaufe 
that Hiram was upon the Throne, when Da'vtd took Jerufalem, which happened to be three and thirty Years be- 
fore Solomon began his Reign. There arc two Letters, which pafsM between this Hiram and King Sohrmu, recorded 
by Jofiphm^ and for the Anthmiikmfs of which, he appeals both to the ytfw/> and ryrian Records, that are to 
this Effca : 

** King Solomon, to Hiram, greeting, 
" Be it known unto thee, O King, that my Father Da'vid had it a long Time in his Mind and Purpofe to cro£l 
a Temple to the Lord ; but being perpetually in War in his Dpys, and under a Ncccflity of clearing Iiis Hand_ 
" of his Enemies, and making them all his Tributaries, before he could attend this great and holy Work, he hath 
left it to me, in a Time of Peace, both to begin and fmini it, according to the Dircflion, ar. well as Prediflion of 
tlie Almighty. Blefl'ed be his great Name for the prefcnt Tranquillity of my Dominions r And, by his gracious 
«' Amilancc, 1 fliall now dedicate the beft Improvements of this Liberty and Leifurc to Iiis Honour and WoiHiip. 
Wherefore 1 inalce il my Requcll. that you will let roiiicof your People go along with fomc Servants of mine to 
Mount Libanusy to aflill them in cutting down Materials towards this Building; (for the Sydonians undcrftand it mucJi 
better than we do) and as for the Workmen's Reward, or Wages, whatever you think rcalbiiabic fliall be pundually 
paid to them." 

King Iliram, to idnfi Solomon. 
Notliiiiji; could have been more welcome to nic-, than to iinclerltnnd, that tlic Government of your blcflbd Father 

•* i;.. by CfulVt Providence, dcvoIvM into the Hands of fo rxccllent, fo wifr, and fo virtuous a Succcflbr. Ilia holy 
Name be praiu'd for it ! 'J'hat which you write for fliall be done with all Care and good Will : h'or J will give Or- 

V drrutocut down, and cxpoit fuch Quantities of the imrtiW Cedar t, and Cyprr/s -Tries, as you fliall iiave Ocrafioii 
for. My People flinll bring them to the Sea-Side for you, and from thence fbip them n\v;\y 10 what Poit you pleafe, 
where they may lie ready for your own Men to tranrptut tiieni Us ye> ufakm. It would bo a great Oblif,ation, 
aflcrnll lhi:i, to allow w» fuch a IWifion of Corn in Kxchangr, aa may Hand with your Convenience ; for that iu 
thr Commodity, that wo IJhwdirs want mofl." Jenvip Antiq. lit), viii. c. :•. ihit notwitliflanding all hi^i Appea? 

10 till- Rcinrd'i, Umwv. have fnfjieatrd Jojlphui^ ati (o the (iV-iuiiuflicf:, of lli.:fL- two FlIK t:!, rfpcei.dly whcr.r t!u-y 

find him brin^'ing in Hiram, fpenkinj; of 7r/r, a:, if il had licm an rfljnil. wherra". i( i.i piniii, that \\\v O/J 7j/,-. 

wiiicb wn:f then Handing, and mufl be the Place here Ipokcn of, \w fituate on the (.W;/;,;//. U C<ii\\. 
luentaiy . 
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Chap. V, from th& Ifraelites entering Canaan 




of the Tempi 



^4t 



z\'i%c Things being thus agreed on, the 
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peftry, or Embroidery ; and by his Di- 

^ XIX* 

rediion all the curious Furniture of the viii. 




pie went on apace. Seventy Thoiifand Temple was both defign'd and finifti'd. 




Profelytes 



And now all Things being in Readi- 



antient Camanitesy Solomon employ 'd in ncfs, the Foundation of the Temple was 

carrying Burdens upon their Shoulders 5 laid in the + fourth Year of King Soh^ 

fourfcore Thoufand,^in cutting Stone out mon's Reign, in the Year of the Creation 

of the Quarries 5 and three Thoufand fix two Thoufand nine Hundred and ninety 



Work. Of his 
own SubjeSiSj he fent thirty Thoufand to 
work with the King of Tyre^s Men in the 

Quarries of Libanus : And (to finifh the 
i?2?2er Part of the Temple, as well as frame 



two, four Hundred and eighty Years after 
the Ifraelites Efcape from the Egyptian 
Bondage ; and, in the * Space of feven 
Years and an half, was compleated with 
fuch Dexterity, that neither Haminer^ 
feme of its choiceft Veffels) Hirain * fent nor Ax, nor any Tool of Iron was heard 



him a moll fkilful Arti/l of his own Name, 
whofe Mother was of the Tribe of Dan, 
but his Father a 23'W^;2 ; and (what was 
prodigious) his Abilities extended to all 
Kind of Works, whether in Gold, Silver, 
Brafe, or Iron, whether in Linnen, Ta- 



in it, all the while that it was building* 

Such admirable Care and Contrivance 

was us'd, in preparing,, and adjufling 

the Materials^ before they were brought 
together ! 



* In former Times, among the Hcbrenus, there had been very excellent Workrtien, who knelv how to cut and 
engrave precious Scones, to caft, and work upon Metals, ^e. but this was before they came into the Land of Ca~ 
Tjaan, in the Time oiMofis^ when Bat&aUel and Aboliab were excellent in many different Arts, which were neceilaiy 
for the Work of the Temple ; but, as the Scripture acquaints, us, that they had their Skill by Infpiration from God, 
it docs not appear that they had any Succeflbrs : And, after the People had got PofTeffion of Canaan^ they ne- 
gleded all Manufaflures, and appIyM themfelves whoJIy to Agriculture, and of Cattle ; fo that, in the 

Time of Solo7noj!, there were no profefs'd Artifls, that could undertake the Work of the Temple, but in TJrtf 
and Sidon there were many ; for» both in his Iliads and hi& Od^cy, Homer gives the People of thcle two Places this 
Charafler, whom (upon every Turn) he calls no?<vJ^ at J^a'wfj i\ e, excellent Jrttfls in ftveral Kinds of Works, Pa^ 

tricj^*s Commentary. 

f If it be a&'d, why Solomon did not begin the Building of the Temple fooner, and even in the firft Year of his 
Reign, fince his Father had left him a Plan, and all Things nccefl'ary for the Undertaking ? AbarbmP% Anfwcr 

is* That Solomon would not make ufe of what his Father had prepared, but was refolv'd to build this Temple 

all at his proper Coft and Charge, He therefore put into the Treafare of the hordes Honfe all, that Damd had de- 
dicated to the Work ; and, to gather together as much Gold and Silver, as was ncccfltiry to defray fo vafl: an Ex- 
pence, four Tears can be accounted no unrcafonable Time. Nay, even fuppoic that he made ufe of the Trcafure, wliich 
his Father had amafs'd, yet, if the Ma ferialj, that Jiis Father had provided, lay at a conHdcrable J^iflance, and were 
left rude and unfaHiionM, it would coft all this 



to form them into the cxafl Symmetry, wherein the Scripture 
rcprefents them, before they were brought together, efpccially conJidcring that the very Stones, which made the 
Foundation, were very probably vaft JiMs of Marlle, or Porphyry, i Kings v. 17. And all poliili'd in the moll 

exquifite Manner. Patrick'^ Commentary, and Pool\ Annotations. 

* The Temple itfcif indeed was but a fm.dl F.diiicc, but the many Courts and Oflicc?, that were about it, made 
the Whole a vail Pile, and the Exquifitcncfs of the Art, and Fcwncfs of the ArtiAs, that could be employed about it, 
made a longer Time rcquifite. It muft be own*d however, that, confidering all Things, Solomon made an cxtraordi- 
nary Difpatch : For, if the Building of Viana^a 7^cmplc at Ephcfus, employed all /Jfia, for the Space of two hundred 
Years, and no Icfs tlian three hundred and fixty Tlioufand Men, for tweniy Ycara together, were taken up in crcft- 
ing oac Pyramid, (as Plitty, lib. xxxvi. c. iz. afTirniii) no rcafonablu Man can wonder, that this Temple was fcvcn 
years and an half in building. PooPa Annotations, and C(ilme/*i Commentary. 

* The yenvf/j Doflors have entertained a very odd Conceit, upon the Occafion of this Pafliigc in the facrcd Miflory, 
wherein the Temple ia faid to have been built witliout Noife. Tlicy tell us, that i\\c D,vti:on Afmodeus drove Solomon 
once from his 1'hronc, and rcign'd in his Place, wljilc tliat Prince waa forc'd to travel over tlie feveral Kingdomu, 
and Provinces of the World ; but that, at his Return to Jtrufalem, lie defeated Ajhwikm, and having chainM him 
fo, tliat he could do no Hurt, he compelled him to teach him the Art of cutting Stones for thu Temple, Vvithout 
making any Noife, which was done, its ihry fay, not with any Tool or Tnflrumcnt, but by the Help of a IVorm, 
called iSV/;//:V, wJiicIi cuts and poliflicw Stone with a ninrvcllonn Fncility. liiit the I'oimdation of all thin Fiflion (aa 
Ihchnrt, Hiern/,. p. -i.. lib. vi. cm. haa obfcrvM) in laid in Somcbody'ti niinahing llic Srnfo of the Word Samir, 
which fignifics a very hard Stone, called Stuirisy that is, of ufe to cut and polini other Stones, and which SoloMon^a 

Worlcmcu 

9 T 
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The Objection. 



Book V. 

From 2 Sam. 
XIX. to l ivings 
vUi. 




tc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 




U T liow commendable foevef the 
Zeal both of David ^ and his Son 
Solomon y to build the Temple -of the 
Lbrdj might be ; yet we are much in 



cc 



cc 



cc 



to diipute his Title. This, in all Pro- 
bability, was the Motive of his fliewing 
fome Favour to MephiboJJoeth^ becaufe 
{m) he was lame in both his Feet and 



cc 



cc 



the wrong, if we think, that this would " yet he was minded to cut him fhort and 
be any Commutation for the Blood and keep him low, when he granted away 
Cruelty, which the ifacred Hiftorian | " his Eftate (without ever giving him a 
feems to leave cliarg'd upon them. 

DA FID had given Saul the moft j *^ Servant; and, notwithftanding his clear- 
ing his Charadier from every falfe AA 



cc 



fair Hearing) to a vile and perfidious 



cc 



folemn AfTurance upon Oath, that {k) 

be would hot cut off' his Seed, nor dejlroy perfion thrown on it, flill continuing 
" his Name out of his Father* s Ho'uje ; he « the bafc Informer in the full PoIIeflion 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



■ 

knew full well too, that it was an ex- 
prefs Conimand in the Law, that (/) 
Children JImdd not be put to death for 
the Fathers^ but that every Man Jlmdd 
be put to death for his ow?2 Sin : And 
yet, notwithftanding this double Obli- 
gation, we find him tamely giving up 
feven of SauPs innocent Progeny (which 
he had promised to proteil) into the 
Hands of bloody-minded Men, by 
them to be hung up, as long as they 
thought fit, in Order to atone for what 
Said had done amifs j and to appeafe the 
Wrath of God, as if he (like the 
Idol Moloch) could be pleas'd with the 

Tortures of the Innocent, or took de- 
light in the Oblation of human Blood. 



cc 



(C 



cc 



<C 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



of half of it. 

4 

What the Zeal of King {72) Saul 
to the Children of Ifracl and fudab 
might be, that led him into the Error 
of deftroying the Gibeonites^ we cannot 
tell; but furely it is unaccountable, 
why God did not immediately chaftife 
him for it, inftead of deferring his Pu- 
nifhment, and at laft transferring it to 
his Pofterity. His Pofterity perhaps 
might be juftly included in his Punifli- 
ment j but what had the whole Na- 
tion done to deferve a Famiiie of three 
Years Continuance ? * That be far from 
thee, O Lord, to /lay the Righteous toitb 
the Wicked, and that the Righteous 
Jljould be as the M^ickedy that be far 



i c 



cc 



cc 



cc 



(C 



(C 



cc 



cc 



(C 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



SAUL'^ Family was very nume- « from thee ; for Jlmll 7iot the fudge of all 
rous indeed, and fome of them might, the Earth do right? 



in Proccfs of Time, grow up to be an- 
other JJhboJheth to David, and give him 



cc 



"We readily grant, that David's re- 
fifting the Importunity of his Ofliccrs, 



fome Difturbanjcc in his Ufurpation. It | ".and promifing Shimci his Life, when fo 

" many were ready to put him to Death, 
" was an Adl of great Gencrolity, con- 



was highly jicccffiuy, therefore, to dif- 
patch tlujfc, of whom he might have 
any fiich Apprchcnfion, and (if any I " fidcring the Hcinoiifncfs of his Crime j 



wore to be left) to fparc fuch only, as 



cc 



hut thisProniifc he utterly cancels, when 



were lame and impotent, and incapable | " he leaves it with his Son, as his dying 

Injundion, 



WurkmcM mij;ht \^\^iX\\Ay luive lipcourfc to upon thin OccaHoii. Ilut the true Ilcftfpn wliy no Ncufc waa Jic.ird, in ihc 
liwiMinK nf ihu 'JVinpIc, vv.i;t, thut the Stonco, nml nil other Mntcn'aln were hewn, am! ftiuai'tl, and fitied at a Oi- 

ilaijcr, iij tliiU, wluMi tli(,7 were bioni'lit to the Place, where tJit: Temple wan to nantl. there waa nothing to do hut 
tt) join them lof^ctlit-i'- And ihi:i inij*Iit be done, not only for tJic Knfc and Convenience of tlie Oirriaiii-, hut for the 
A1;i}',iii(]aiiiT nf iIil- Woik, .Mid the Commemhuion of the Workmen's Skill antllnijcnMity. ;*Wa AnuoiationH, and 
Ciiliiut^ii \y\i\'M\v,\xy t Miidti- t)ic Word So/omn* 

W ' -^J^'v. -'I. (/) Dciit. xxiv. i6, (//j) 2 Sam. ix. 13. ^ Ibid. x.xi. 2, 

* Ci'eh. .vviii. , 



J 



CfJA^. V, from the Ifraelites entering Catiaan 



Building of the Temple 
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Injunction, (6) not to hold him guiltlefs^ 
hriii. hut to bring down his hoary Head to the 
** Gra'ue with Blood: Nor can we con- 
" ceive for what Reafon he, who durfl: 
not attempt to puni/h yoab in his Life- 
Time, fhould now upon his Death-Bed, 



cc 



<c 



cc 



c< 



innocent Perfons. In like Manner to 

- , . • - , _ i xix.toiKjngS 

lay, (a;) there were in Ifrael £'/g-/5/ viii 
hundred Thou/and valiant Men, thai 




■ 

dred Thoufandy 



Judah five bun^ 
s Women and 



Men 



cc 



_ 'I ' 

(a . proper Seafon for Forgivenefs) re- War, and two entire Tribes, that Were 
commend the dangerous and ungrateful " not number'd, is a Thing incredible! 



" Tafk to his Son, (/) who was but 



■ 

cc 



young. 
Throne. 



and as 



unfettled 



u 



cc 



Men 



cc 



cc 



cc 



are able to bear Arms^ are generally 
accounted the fifth Part of it, the Sum 
u R bleiled Saviour lays it down for j total of the ten i'ribes only, that were 
a Rule of good Policy aniong Princes, : " number'd, will amount to above fix 
to keep an Eftimate of their Forces; Millions, which (together With the 



cc 



cc 



cc 



for {q) what King going to War againJl 
another King^ fays hcyfittetb not Jirjl 

I 

down, 4nd confultethy whether be be able ^ 

1 

with ten Thotifa^zd, to meet bim^ that 

J 

Cometh againji him with twenty TChou- 

fand? And therefore, if David vr^s 
" minded "to take an Account of the 
military Men in his Kingdom, where 

was the great Offence againft God ? 

Davidy who knew himfelf beft, and 

_ « 

with what Purpofe he number'd the 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



<c 



cc 



cc 



mi 



fay, / have fijtnedy (r) / have done 
wickedly j but his following 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



Tribes unnumbered) will make up a 
Multitude, too. large for fo fmall a 
Country, as that of Canaan, to main- 



tain. 



W 



the Conftitution of the 



Word 



thcfe 



are a iad Imputation upon the Divine 



Tuft 



for, upon the Prcfumption 



cc 



€C 



CC 



<C 



cc 



cc 



i. c 



cc 



that they were imiocent^ how could 
they, with any Jufticc^ be punifh'd 
with a raging Pcftilence, for the Tranf- 

grcffion of their King ? 

The Truth is, there oj-e fo many 
ContradiSlio72s^ and Incoiififtencies in this 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



iC 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



Jewifi Monarchy was, it is difiicult to 

fay : Kings, from the lirfl, might have 

the -R/^A^ "of nominating their Succeflbrs 5 
but certainly David would never have 

poilpon'd his eldeft Son Adojiijah^ had 
he not been in his Dotage ^ and there- 
fore influenc'd by his Wife to chufe her 
Son Solomon ; But after all, what great 
Offence had Adonijah done, in defiring 
Abifimg for his Wife ? Or how docs it 
appear, that, by folliciting this Alliance^ 
he affctSled to fupplant Solomon of the 
Kingdom ? To have put him under 
fbmc civil Reflraint might have been 
excufable, but to take away liis Life 
upon tliat Account, without any regular 
Proccfsy or Licenfe given him to aiakc 
his Defence, was, to the lafl: Degree, 



whole Story, {s) that there h no recon- " arbitrary and tyrannical. ErpGchilly, con- 



ciling it to itfl'lf. In one Place it is faid 



iC 



fidcring that himfelf was never kno\vn 



that (/) God ntoved David to 7mmber to fet any Bounds to his Love, and, in 



cc 



marrying of Pharaolfs Daughtej*, had 



provoked him to if : But it were highly ti'amplcd upon a Law, which oblig'd the 
profane and hlafphcmous^ to fay, that " King as well as the People, {tzi) to 7naka 
Ciod con/pir'd witli Sata7i in thif? A(ft, 7to Cove7ia7it with idolatrous Nations, 



Multitud 



cc 



M 



cc 



foi 



(o) i Kii]j',fi ii. g. i (>) Calmt\\ Qo\mmx\i\\\y . {q) Luke xiv. jr. (/•) S;ini. xxiv. \~,\ 

tlu; Al-coumL ill i Chion. xxi. iu iniicli Iiiji;lier, for tlicic it ia /aid, tlKit all tlicy of ifmel 'irrtr a 'ihoufami 'IJjmi/tuhi, 
4ithi an hutuUeJ *lhaufauJ Mfn^ ttuit theno t}<€ HnvorJ, ami o( y«//aA, /nuf fmnditii thnffiorr miii tat I'fmtftind. 
(») CliriUi;niity ;is old a'l (lu: Crt-alioiip p. s66. (/) z S.ini. xxiv. i. (w) i Cliroii. xxi. i. (.V) ^iS.uu. 

-"xiv, 9. ^v) Le Qltrc in Xiocum. (w) J?xo(I, x.vxiv, \(u ami Dcut, vii. 3, .|. 
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cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



<c 



C( 



(C 



cc 



cc 



4C 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



IC 



C C 



cc 



cc 



cc 



Cf 



CC 



cc 



cc 



77)e Hilary 6/ tie BIBLE, 



Book V. 



for fear that their Daughters ihould 
Iraw them afide, to ga a whoring after 



cc 



cc 



BuddinEr of the 'Temple at yeriifalem ; ^^^^ 2 Sam, 
and yet it is very jultly to be queftion d, viii. 



their Gods, whereof himfelf was a no- " whether in this they deferv'd any Praife, 




" torious Inftance. 



cc 



or did God any real Service, fince (f) 



What the Conftitution of the Jemjh " the Moft Bigb dwelletb not in Temples 



** Church was, 



ftibordina< 



to the civil Power, 'tis no eafy Matter 
to determine : but Solomoji feems to have 



cc 



cc 



cc 



made with Hands^ as the Apojile teftifies 5 
for {g) the Heaven is my Throne, and 
the Earth is my Foot-Stool^ faith the 



tranfcended his Authority, when {a) he " Lord, where then is the Houfe which ye 
thrujl out Abiathar from being Prieji " kuild for me^ or where is the Place of 

. . ... j7.- t J f^t- o^fM^no- I my Re/l^** 



unto the Lord^ merely for advifing 
Adonijah to marry the late King's Coit- 



ciibi7ie. 



Writer 



his Life extend the Royal Prerogative 



T H E R K is hardly any one PalTage in -^"f^erU, fy 

fl^e^tng the 

Scripture more difficult to give a fatisfac- Occarion of 
tovy Account of, than this Relation of f/^"^/^^7i&r 



beyond its juft Bounds, when we find Saul's Cruelty to the Gibeonites j becaufe Gibeonitcs. 
him fo very lavifh in his Account of we have little or no Intimation, either 'ze'/^^';/, 
other Matters, as quite to tranfcend all or where^ or why^ their Slaughter was 
Poffibility of Truth. For what fliall we j committed, 
fay to his making Solomo?i hold a long 



The Gibeonites were not of the 
Conference with God in his Sleep ; and I dren of Ifrael, but the Remains of the 
reprefenting that as a Divine Revelation, Aniorites, who, upon Jojhua's taking 
which was only the Refult of an idle Pofleffion of the promised Land, impos'd 
Dream ? What fliall we fay to the upon him and his Counfellors, and cun- 



Hfa?id {!)) Burnt-Off. 



ningly drew the Ifraelites into a League 



makes him facrifice at Gibeon, and all on with them, which was inftantly confirm'd 
one Altar only, that was of no larger (^r) by an Oath; and, becaufe if wasfo con- 



forty Thoiifand 



Cubits fq~ 



preters make them fo many Stables) for 
HorfeSy ^Nh\ch he gives himj and yet 
]iis HorJe-Me7i acre no more than 
twelve Thotifand \ and to {d) the fourteen 
Hundred Chariots of War which he 
informs us he kept, when fome of the 
grcatc/l Princes in After-Ages had not 
half that Number, and God*s general 
Injundlion to the King of Ifrael was, 
{c) that he Jljould ?iot multiply Horfes to 
himfelf? 

** TuKSK arc fomc of the Faults and 
Failings (to give them the foftcft Term 
wc: can) of David and liis Son Solomon^ 
whom the fiicrcd Hiflorian endeavours 
" to extol, tho' it be at the Expence of 
^ ' fomc ylbjurditiesy and Sclf-Coufra- 
*^ diblions. The mofl remarkable Part of 
their Story is, their Concern for the 



firmed, for above three hundred Years, 
was reputed inviolable. But tho' the G/- 
beonitesy by their Craft and Fallacy, lav'd 
their Lives, yet it was upon this Condition, 
that they fliould {h) become Hewers of 
Woody and Drawers of Water for the Ser- 
vice of the Tabernacle^ Now while the 
Tabernacle was at Noby which was a City 
of the Priejls, and where foine ©f the 
Gibeonites^ their Attendants, may be fup- 
pos'd to refidc, the facrecl Hiftory informs 
us, that Sauly (/) in Revenge to the 
Priefls, whom he took to be Favourers of 
David\ Caufe, deftroy'd the City, and 
mafllicrcd all the Inhabitants thereof; fo 
that fevcral of the Gibmiilcs mufl have 
been flain upon this Occafion, and for the 
fliedding of their Blood this l^amine was 
fent. This is the Account which fomc 
learned Men give us of the Matter : But 



they 



confidcr'd, (/') that as aSWs 

Sin, 



I Kiii^;ii ii. ^y. {ft) Ibid. iii. 4. 

'1 Cliron. ix. 25. (/) Dcut. xvii. 16. 

ix. xy (i) 1 Sam. xxii. i v. 



(f) /'///;7i/- in Lociiiii. (//) Viil. I Kiii|;jj iv. jXu iinil 

(f) Ailavii. 4». {^) Ifniah Ixvi. i. (/>) JoHi. 

he C/iri*u Coiiimciitary on z Snm. xxi. 1, 2 



Chap. V. from the Ifraelites entering Canaan, to the Building of 
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Sin, in murthering the Priefts^ was greater, 
than in flaying the Gibeonifes, God fhould 
have inflifted this fcvere Punilhment upon 



into his Hands, and fo be divided among l\»'orn 2 Sam. 
his own Family. That he either had, viii. 
or intended to advance and enrich his 




the Land for the greater Sin, rather than own Tribe, is manifeft from thefe Words 
the lefs. It has been faid indeed, that for of his 5 (/) Hear now, ye Beyzjamites^ 
the Slaughter of the Priefts, God had '^iU the Son of Jefle give every o?te of you 
aveng'd himfelf on Saul before, by fufFer- j Fields mid Vineyards^ and make you all 
ing him and his Sons to be flain in Battle Captains of Thoufa^ids, a7id Captains of 
by the PhiliJlineSy but that the Slaughter Hundreds ^ i. e, will he do for you, as I 
of the Gibeonites was not as yet expiated ; have, and mean to do ? Now, if we look 
yet It will be difficult to conceive, why into the Aftions of Saul ^ we do not find, 
there fliould be two different and diflin<a that he made any Purchafe of the Poffef- 
Punifhments for one and the fame Sin fions of another Tribe, or, that he took 
committed at the felf-fame Time. 1 from his Enemies any confiderable Terri- 

When, or by whom, or on what tories, in order to accommodate hh Ben-- 
Occafion, the Tabernacle and Altar ofljamites, and are therefore left to fuppole^ 



Burnt-Offerings, which were made by 
Mo/es in the fFilderneJs, were remov'd 
from Nob to Gibeon we cannot tell, be- 
caufe the Scripture is filent : But 'tis the 
Conjcdure of (/) fon:ie learned Men, that 
it was not long after the Murder of the 
Priejis at Nob, and that Saul^ very pro- 
bably, to regain the Favour of the Peo- 
ple, which he found he had loft by being 



that the Fields and Vijicyards, wherewith 
he enriched them, lie unjuftly acquired by 
dcftroying and dilpofleffing the Gibeonites 
'Tis but fappofing then, that fome of 
the chief of thefe Gibeonites had, in fome 
Inftance or other, offended Saul^ for 
which he was minded to deftroy the whole 
Race ; or, that he had caft a greedy Eye 
upon their Lands and Poffeffions, which, 



fo barbarous to Men of their facred Cha- in cafe of their JS^Vfrj/?!?;?, would be forfeited 
rafter, quarrell'd with the Gibeonites, to the Crown, and ib might be gi\xn to 
and banifti'd them out of their City, in j his own Family; and then he had AUega- 
order to make room for the Tabernacle of\ tions plaufiblc enough againft: them, pre- 



the Lo7'd, 



tending, " That it was not for the Ho- 



T HE Scripture indeed acquaints us, that]'* nour or Intereft of God's People, to 
{m) he fought to flay the Gibeonites in his " nourifli any of that viperous Brood in 
Zeal to the Children 0/' Ifrael Judah ; J ** theirBofoms; and that, howcvQv yofjua 
where the Expreffion feems to denote, j " and the Princes, who then bore Sway, 



(«) that tlic Children of Ifracl envied tlicfc 



had by their Fraud beendravvii into an 



miferable People, infbmuch that Saul [ " Oath to prefcrve them, yet, in Truth, 



thought he could not do a more popular 
Adt, than to cut them off. 



cc 



that Oarii was contrary to God*s Com- 
mand, which required them (^) io 



Bu T by the Children of Ifracl, (0) Ibmc " fmite them, and utterly dr/lroy them, antl 



1 



*athcr undcrfland the Tribe of Benjamin 



cc 



ihereforc ought not, as he tlioiiglit, to 



in particular, vix. that very Tribe from " be obfcrv'd." 



whence King Saul dcfccndcd, and thence 
they infer, that his Zeal, or earncll Dc- 
iirc to promote his own Tribe to Riches 
and Grandeur, made him fuck Occafion to 



in order 



fall foul up0n the Gibeonites^ 
that the three Cities, which they poffc/sM 
in the Territories of Benjamin, might fall 



Thus Sniil might fct up for a Rcflorcr i^^^ the Tfra. 
of the Divine Laws to thcii- anticnt Rigour, 'fj'^^'^^l''^^^^^ 
and Stridlncfs of Execution, and a Siipj^licr F^^*-*- 
of the Default of fojhun^ and tlic Princes 
of Jfracl, in fparing the Gibeonites, even 
tho' they were comprisM in the general 
Ordinance of lixtirjxUion ; and, untlcr 



9 U 



this 



(/) C(i}iin't\ Commentary on i S.iin. xxii. 19. 
IliUury of llic Lire uf Kinj; Dti'vui, Vol. 111. 



{m) 7. Sam. srxi. z. 
(/') I Sam. xxii. /. 



(wj I.e (Uft'c ill I^nciiin. 

(tj) J)eut. vii. 



{0) 'Vlii 
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this Charadter, he might eafily draw in 
his own Subjedls to abet, and aflift his 
Cruelty againft a poor People, for whom 
tliey had never any good Liking. Regis 
ad exemphm is the known Maxim, and 
therefore we may eafily fuppofe, that a 
wicked and hard-hearted People, who had 
affilled Saul in the Perfecution of David ; 
had adher'd to Jbfalom in his Rebellion 
againft his own Father ; and who, at the 
Beck of fo many impious Princes, left the 
true Wor/liip of God, and fell into Ido- 
latry 5 would not be backward to affifl 
Satdj in putting in Execution any of his 
Contrivances againft the poor Gibeonites, 
And if fo, we cannot but admire the Wif- 
doni, and Juftice of God, in making the 




recommend it. In a Word, if the Thing ^^^om 2 Sam. 
was righteous, conlider'd merely as a7i AB vili ' ^^"^^ 
of Dominion in God, it could not but be 
both righteous and kind, by being made, 
at the fame Time, an ASi of DifcipUfie 
for the Puniiliment of Sin and Perfidy, 

and the Promotion of Juftnefe and God- 
linefi among Men. 

We muft all allow, that God, as he is Bon^ Saufj 
a moft juft and righteous Being, can never g"L^^»s, 
require, that the Innocent fliould die for JJ^^^ 
the Gtdlty j and therefore we have Reafbn 
to believe, that, when Said (for Reafons 
above-mention'd) was fo outrageous a- 
gainft the Gibeonites^ his Sons, and Grand- 
fons, might be the Inftruments of his 
Cruelty, and very probably bear fome 



Punifliment national^ when the whole Part in the mililajy Execution. For it 
Nation iiov aueht wc know) was confe- frequently fo happens, that whatever a 



derate with Smd in murdering the Gibeon- 
ites^ or guilty at leaft in not hindering it - 
when the next Generation was involv'd in 
the Guilt, by not repairing the Injury as 
much as poflible, or not expreffing their 
Horror and Dcteftation of it by fome pub- 
lick Adl 5 when an Adt of Difcipline might, 
at this Time, be Jieceflary, to preferve 



King commands, be it never fo abomina- 
ble, is generally approv'd, and executed 
by his Family ; and therefore, (j) when 
we are told, from the 



Mouth 



that the Plague, fent upon the People, 
was for Saul, a7zd his bloody Houfe^ becaufe 

•f- he Jlew the Gibeonites ; it feems to be 

evident, that it was for their Guilt, as 



the remaining Gibeonites from Infults, to well as his j nor can we imagine, that this 
beget in the Jfraelites a proper Refpedl for Guilt of theirs could be any Thing lefs, 
them, to prevent the like Murders for the than that of being the Executioners in this 



future, and the like Breaches of national 
Compadls. 



Slaughter, 



Nay, fuppofing the People, who liv'd Hundt 



'Tis plain, that they were his 
of 'Thoufandsy and Captains of 



jSttdGoH might 

^tfm^***"^^^ in that Time, when the Famine prevail'd, j they muft be the Inftruments of his Cruel- 

to be never fo imioce7it of the Blood of tyj for if they were not, why are they 
the GibeonitcSy yet it cannot be denied, call'd bloody. They refused indeed {t) to 
but that God (who is the Author and Gi- flaughtcr the Ptnejls at his Command^ 
vcr of Life) has an abfolute Right over but there is no Rcafoji to believe, that they 



the Lives of all, and can recall that Gift, 
whenever he plcafcs : And (/') therefore^ 
if, in the Cafe before us, he made a Dc- 



wcre fo fcrupulous in Regard to the Gibco" 
futcs ; and if they were not, is there left 
Equity, in God's deftroying their Sons for 



mand (as certainly he had a Right to do the Sins of their Fathers, which they a- 
it) of ib many Lives at fuch a Time, and doj-itcd and fliar'd in, tlian there was in 
in fuch a Manner, as might bcft anfwcr hiu deftroying fchoram^ tlic Son of Jlhah^ 
the Ends of Difciplhie then, that which for that Vineyard, which the Father had 
was ///// in other Views, and without any cruelly and unjuftly acquir'd, and Son as 
fiich fpccial lleafoj), could not become//;/- unjuftly detaiji'd ? 
inP* liiwing that additmial Rcafon to ' 

WrT no 



(r) Sir/pairc Viiulicatcd, Tart ii. 

•|- Tlur Worilji, whicl» WO mulcr //^'m, iiifj^lit nc properly be rnuIcrM //.lyy/rry. 

{') The IJillory qf the Life of Kin^ OavUi^ Vol. III. (/} 1 Sam. xxu. 17, 



Chap. V. from the Ifraelites emermp: Canaan, to the BuHding of the 
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Without calling then to our Af- 



Jnf/chrift. iiftance God's great Prerogative, 

1023, fs^f. 



{u) of 




'uifitiiig the Sins of the Father upon the 
Children unto the third and fourth Gene- 
ratioUy we may fairly fay, that, if 
thefe Defcendants of Saul did cither con- 
cur in this Murder of the GibeotiiteSy 
when doing, or avovsr and defend it, 
when done, they became culpable upon 

their own, as well as their Anceflors Ac- 



fhew us from whence this barbai-ous Cu- 2 Sam; 
ftom of hajiging up Men to appeafe the viii. 
Anger of the Gods did proceed, it pre- 
faces the Account of the Matter, with 
this Obfervation : 




{x) rbefe Gibeo- 

nites ivere 7iot of the Children of Ifrael, 

(for among them they learnt no fuch 
Pradtlce) but a 'Remnant of the Amorites, 
who were addi£led to this horrid Super- 

flition^ of which the Gibeonites (notwith- 



Why God de- 
ia^^d thiir Pit- 
mjhment fi 
long» 



count, and thereupon juftly deferv'd to Handing their Abode among People of 
be delivered ufp to the Refentment of a | better Sentiments) flill retained fbme 
People, that had fuffer'd fo much by their Tindture, and propounded it to David, 

I?thzimanity , I as an Expedient to make the Earth become 

Upon this Suppofition then, (for it fruitful again ; [y) Let feven of Saul's So7is 
is by Suppofitions that we muft go in be given u?ito us^ a^zd we imll hang them up 
this obfcure Part of Hiftory) that both | unto the Lord, 
the People and the Princes of the j 
Blood were acccffary^ or inflrumental to 
Satd*^ Cruelty, the Reafon why God de- ' we make a 



The Scripture, you fee, Ipeaks in the The Refl/am 0/ 
Dialed of thefe People ; but from thence tfthhpt 



wrong Conclufion, 



if we ^'fi*^^^***' 



lay'd their Punifliment fo long is obvious 5 think, that God can be delighted with bu~ 

even becaufe his infinite Goodnefs waited ma?z Sacrifices, which fo frequently, and 

for their Repentance, which Goodnefs we vehemently we find him declaiming 

badly requite, if we pervert it as an Ar- againft, and profeffing his utter Detefta- 

gument againfl: his Provideiice. For may tion of- He delires the Death, or Punifli- 
not God be gracious and merciful as long I ment of no Man, except it be in Purfu- 

as he pleafes ? Or have we any Right ance of the Ends of his wife Providence, 



to fet Bounds to his Patience and LoJig- 

fufFering? 'Tis but fuppofing then, that, 
while God continued in this State of Ex- 
pe&ncej upon fome fpecial Occafion or 
other, to us unknown, both the People 
of Jfrael and SauV% Pofterity might dif- 
cover, that they were fo £ir from repent- 
ing, that they gloried in the Murder of 
the Gibeonites, and this would determine 
God, who had hitherto waited for their 



or when the Criminal, by his bad Condudt, 
has forfeited his Life to the Government, 
he lives under ; nor would he have required 
the Execution of any of Saul's Poflerity, 
Jiad it not been to procure the poor di- 
fli'efs'd Gibeonites (who were true Drud- 
ges to their Hebrew Mafters) a kinder 

Treatment, and better Quarter for the fu- 
ture ; had it not been to te/lify his Ab- 
iiorrcj^ce of all Opprcffion and Violence ; 



Penitence in vain, to pour out his Indig- to iliew, tliat the Cries of the meaneft 
nation upon them, and cxadl a fcvcrc Pu- Slave, as well as of the mightiijl Mo- 
niflimcnt both for their Cruelty and Ob- naich, cnicr the Ears of the mofl Pligh ; 



flinacy. 



that with him there h no Rcfpcdl' of Pcr- 



fuperftttioiis 
Notiotis, 



Wii K T n K the Gibeonites did right fons, but the Rich and the Poor to hiw are 
or wrong in cxadling fo fcvcrc a Retalia- both alike : {2:) Had it not been, to repair 
tion, as that of hanging up /even of Saul's I the Injury done to his mod holy Name, 
Progeny, for tJic Injury that he and his in tin: Violation of the Conipndl, which 



Family had done th 



the fiicrcd Hi- both fojhua, and the Pj inccs of JJhiel 



flory is no ways conccrn\K It relates the made with this People, and con/irm'd with 

thcTranfiidlion juft as it happen'd J but to | the Solemnity of an Oaih : Had it not 

been 



(//) Kxoa. XX. 5. (.v) 2 Snm. xxi. (y) l'>iil. vcr. 6. ('«) Oihrnt^ Coiiiincntrity \\\ 
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been by this exemplary Punifliment, to 
ive Mankind a LelTon of Inftrudlion, con- 
cerning the Sacred?iefs of Oaths and Trea- 
ties^ and how religioufly they ought to be 
obfcrv'd, even towards thofe, that are 

'h\ the loweft State and Circumftanccs of 
Life. 

U N D K R thefe Confiderations only could 
the Death of Satd\ Sons be acceptable to 
God : find how far David, in like Manner, 




came to be 



'd in if, we fliall now 



proceed to con/ider. 

fign to <(t/irfiy 

tiaul s htmiiy, whcH David fent to offer them 



Both the SeptiU!gi?2t, and vidgar La- 
fin Tranflation make the Demand of the 



Satisfadion, run in this Strain : 



(a) 



w M(W^ %obo co7ifLimcd iis^ and opprcjfcd 
tinjujlly^ we ought niter ly to dejlroy^ fo 



Riice 



cur'd by the Gtbeoiiites^ had it not pro- 2 Sam. 
ceeded from God*s pofitive Command, but ^ji^j'^*^ ' ^'"^8 

been only a platifible Pretence for David to 
get 7'id of his Rivals in 'E7npire^ {d) we 
cannot imagine, why he fliould flay no more 
than feve7i of thefe Defcendants j why he 
fhould cut off only co//atera/ Branches, and 
fpare all thofe, who were in a direcft Line 
of Succeffion to the Throne j why he 



his Competitor for the 
, by Abner^^ Means he 



Kingdom, whom, by Abiier^i 
might have difpatch'd, and, according to 
their Defcrt, punifli*d the two Traitors, 
who had officloufly murther*d him j and 



Mephibofjeth 
Micah his S( 



and Mi 



Coafl. 



Demand, wc may prcfume, that they pcr- 
fifled, until David^ pai tly by his Autho- 
rity, and partly by kiiid Intrcaties prevailed 
with them to be content with feven only. 



cah*s, four Sons, (whom in all Probability 
he liv'd to fee) and in them [e) a long long 
Generation, all dclcended from Said's Fa- 
mily, and all related to the Crown. 

Had this AfFah- of the Gibconites hap- 
pened indeed about the Beginning of Da^ 
vid'^ Reign over all Ifracl^ foon after the 
Death of I/hbofjcthy and when he had 



Here then was a fair Oj)portunity for Da- Reafon to apprehend, that fome other i?/- 



vid (had he been fo inintled) to have cut 
off the whole Race of San/ as it were at 
one Blow, and to have avoided all the Odi- 
um of the A<flion, by but barely faying, 
That the Gibconites (iemandcd and 
his Inflrudlions froni God were^ to 
grant whatever they demanded." nut, 
inflead of that, we find him, before this 
iiappeuM, makijig Enquiry for fuch {b) 
as were hft of Saul *s I'awiiy^ that he 
might Jbew Kindnvj's to /hem for |onathan\j 
^SV/ZvY' ; interpo/ing hi;; [jood Olliees here 
with ihcGibeojji/cs, to have them abate the 
Keefiemfs of their Refentment, and make 
J he Slaughter of A////\s devoted lUniic as 
moderate as poHible ; and, after that 
Slaughter was over, (e) giving them a 
publick and Iblcmn InlernKul, W//; the 

/iones of Saul and Joualhan his Son, in 
ihe Scpult hre of their Anccllors, and 
himlelf attending them in Pcrfbn lo the 
Grave. 

'I'm-: Death of iSrw/'s l\)flerity, pro- 



IV// might, perch.:ince, fpring up in his 
Stead ; iJiere might then be feme Um- 
brage to think, that tlic Branches of 
Saul*s Family were to be cut off for Rea- 
fins of State^ and to make his Pofleffjon 
of the Crown more fafe : But, fince thefe 
Tilings came to pafs very near the Conclu- 
fan of his Reign, when (as Jic hinifelf 
acknowledges (J) in the very next Chap- 
ter) God had not only covered him with 
the Shield of his S aha t ion, and fo enlarged 
his S/eps under him, that his Fret con Id 
not JJip^ hut given him likewife the Necks 
of his Kiiemies^ and ?nade him the Head 
over many Jlrange Nations \ he could Jiave 
uo jufl Conception of l)aiij';er from any 
(^larter, and coniequently, no Neceflity 
lo efhihlifh his 'Jlirone l»y I'lontl. 

I t could not I)e tiien for any private ^/// ^rw; rw/i- 
l-nd, iluit David deliver^ thefe Children C/r/W^^^^ 
oi' Saul into the J lands of the Gibconites, 
but purely in Obedience to the Will of 
<;od, who had both direded, and war- 
ranted 



H ; imi. xxi. J. (/.) Ibid. ix. I. (0 Uml. xxi. i^, 13. (7) The lUtiory of the Uie 

of King DanjU, Vol. Ill, (r) Vid. 1 Chron. viii. 33. he (f) z Sam, xxii. 36, ii'V. 3 



Chap. V, from the Ifraelites entering C^2cmy to the Building of the Temple, 
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A. ranted him fo to do. For we cannot but 
Ant^' chrift, fuppofe, (as y^/i^Afj docs) that, whenZ)^- 

vid consulted the Oracle concerning the 
Famine^ God informed- him, not only 
for what Crime it was inflitfled, but by 
what Means likewife it was ,to be remov'd : 
And therefore, being let into all this, he 

* , , H J If * 

was npt at Liberty to-do what he plc^5*d, 
but compell'd rather , to^give up the Chil- 
dren as fo . many ViBim^ nptwithllanding 

his JPromzfe and Oath to their Father j 
becaufe a fuperior Power interpos'd, and, 
in fo doing, cancell'd the ^rior Obliga- 
tion. 

t 

His granting , H I S making a Grant of Mephibojheth's 

toSt^?f- Eftate to a vile Mifcreant of a Servant, 

F X 

fi&te accounted yf\x\^QX}X giving his Maftcr a fair Heating, 

is another - Exception, that is commonly 
made to the Juftice of King David*s Pro- 
ceedings in this Period of Time. Bat how 
could David have Leifure to fend for 

* 

MepbiboJIoeth from Mount Olivet to Jeru- 
faleniy and enquire into the Merits of 
the Caufe depending between him and his 
Servant, when he was in- fo great nn Hur- 
ry, and under Plight from the Arms ot 
his rebel Son ? Or how could he fuppofe 



Family difconcerted 



might V^^'"- 

^ XIX. to I Kinga 



think the Crown liable to fall to any new ylii 
Claimant^ that could pretend to the iame 
Right of Succeffion, that Mephibojljcth 

might. 

On the contrary, every Thing appeared 
bright and plaufible on Ziba's Side. He, 
tho' but a Servant, "came to join the King, 
and inftead of adhering to his Mafter's pre- 
tended Schemes of Advancement, had ex- 
prefs'd his Duty to his rightful Sovereign^ 
in bringing him a conliderable Fi-ejcnf^ 
enough to engage his good Opinion. The 
Story that he told of his Maftcr likewife, 
tho' utterly fal/e, was cunningly contriv'd. 
and fitly accommodated to the Nature of 
the Times : So that, in this Situation of 

Affairs, as wife a Man, as Davidy might 
have been induced to believe the whole to 
be true, and^ upon the Prefumption of its 

being fo, might have proceeded to pafs a 
Judgment of Forfeitwe (as in moft Eajiern 
Countries every Crime ag:»inft the Stai 

was always attended with fuch a Fofeiture) 
upon Mepbibojloeth's Eftate, and to con- 
figu ihc Poffefiion of it to another. 

All therefore, that David can be 




6* 



that Ziba could have dar'd to have told blamed for in this whole T-anfadtion, jp. 



him fo notorious a Lye, when it might, in 



Jud 



a fhort Time, be difprpv'd? Every Cir- impos'd upon by the plaufible Talc of a 
cumftance, in fhort, on Side, Sycophant^ and had no Opportunity of 

looked well ; but none on his Mafter's. coming at the Trutli s but upon his Re- 



To his Mafter, David had been extremely 
Icind in reftoring to him the forfeited 
Eftate of his Grand-Father Saul, and in 
allowing him (g) to eat at bis own Table, 
as one of the Kifig's Sons-, and now, at the 
general Rendezvous of his Friends, David 
might well have cxpcdlcil, that ihc Pcr- 
fon, to whom he had extended fo many 
Favours, ihould not have been fo negligent 
of his Duty, as to ahfcnt himfdf, unlcfs it 
had been upon fomc extraordinary Bufi- 
ncfli: And therefore, when -5^/^/ acquaints 
him with the Occafion of his Abfcnce, 
tho' it was a mere Fidlion, yet with Da- 
vid it might find u readier Credence, bc- 
cmife at this Time he had Reafon to 

miftrurt: every Uody, and feeing his own 

N u M LIf. 



yc?'7ifakmy when Meph 
pears before him, and pleads his own Caufe, 
we find this the Dccifion of it : (Jj) Wby 



fpeakejl thou afzy more of thy Matters ? 1 
have faidj thou aiid Ziba divide flje L^rnd: 
Which Words inufl not be fo uudcrfiood, 
as if he appointed, at that Time, an equal 
Divifion of the Eftate, between Mepbibo-- 
JJjcth and his Servant, (for where would 
the Jufi-icc of fuch a Sentence be ?) but ra- 
ther, tliat lie rcvok'il the Order he had 
given to Ziba^ upon the fiij^posM I'^ui- 
feiture of his Maficr, and put 'rhinj-s now 
upon the fame lillablininicjit tlicy were at 
firft- (/) / have fiid, i. c. My lirft 
Grant ftiall ftand, when I decreed, that 
" Mel)bibofheth ihoulil be I>ord of the 



[g) 2 b'.im. ix. 1 1 , 



(/^) Ibid. 'xix. JO- 
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whole Eftate, Ziba his Steward to 
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1023. The Words of the( 




Ui) Then the King called to TAh^L SinVs Sey- 



ktbtifi ht^e all. Viz; to his ^vlm'tTfc and Froiii 2.Sam. 
Property, Jince ky IJotd th^ 'Kin^'U co*^^ -^-■** " 
'i^&hth in Peaci. ' ' ' 

liiarij^ Ifito' ifef//^ shi- 

- fWV" f-li/i mei W Joab 




Mali. 



life 



behjh 

pail 




Fruits, that 
Food to eat. 





tain himfelf and Family in Plenty 5 fo/ fartlfe ; J'effpn, "wfen aaing or' adyifihg' i 
Mephibofheth thy Majler's S6?i, Jl^all \ i fublick, dnd when in a private tkf^a- 
Bread alway at my 'Table, From- city. Shimei curies David in the Time 
whence it fccms manifeft, that this Zi^ I of his Troubles : and yet David fdrgiyes 
ba had been an old Steward iii Sdid'^s him, and promifes he fhall hotdiel J^db 
Family, and had manag'd his private does many valoiiroiis and brave A6ls for 
Eftate, which lay at Gibeah of Benja^ninA the Honour bf his King, and th6 Ehlarge- 
(/ ) This Eftate upon one Account or other, 
had come into David's Poflefli6ri, either 
in Riffht of his Wife, uoon the Death of 



ment of his Domiriibris,; but then he ful- 

npli 



barbarous Mur ihe'ri; ' Thty both had 
Said's Son, or by Forjeitt^re to the Crown, j committed Critri'eS enough to forfeit theit 



David hoWeV-er, 



Reafons of 



State, thought it riot advifeable to fei2;^ 



upon IJljboJJjet/fs Rebellion ; but he, being 

willing now to do a generous Ad: to Said's 
Family, in Memory of his Friendfliip to 

Ifo-nathnn, pafsVl a free Grant or Dedition reddled his Son, if ever they ftTOuld giv^ 
of it to Ills Son, and (that he might make j him a fafficient Provocation, not to ifpar^ 



a Provifion for all his Dependents at once) them. 



■hall 



put Ziba into the fame Place he had " and fome Shat'e perhaps he may have 
cnjoy'd before, conftituting him -f- Stew- " in thy Favour 5 but ttiift hirti riot, he 

ard of the royal Manour of Gibeah, even as " is no Friend to King??, or kingly Power, 
he had been in the Life of ScmL So that " Remember what he did to me in my 
2)^i;/V/\s Sentence or Determination, (/;/)/Z;f7/n " Diftrefs ; hovy bitt6rly, hoW Virulently 
and Ziba divide the Land, refers us to this " he ci'i'rs'd mt to n!iy Face ; ahd t make 
original Grant, and confcquently implies , " no Doubt, btit that he woiild be tlic 
no more, than tliat all Things ftiould be in <f fame to lliec ill the lik6 CirciVmftances, 
the fune Situation, they were in before ; I forgave him \ii my Exile^ bteiufe I 
viur.. That Ziba, and his Sons fliould ma- « look'd upon him, as an Inftiument in 
nage the Eftate, and (iipport themfelvcs " God"s Hands to humble me for my great 
out of it, as ufiud, and that the Remain- " Oftence. I forgave him in my Return 

dcr of the Proilts, which accru'd from " home, becaufc he came to inc wlien my 
thence, they fhonld bring to Mcphihojhcth^ " Heart was open, and unwilling to damp 
for hiiu to tlilpofc of as he plea;; VI ; and " the Joy of my Reftoration wilh the VX- 
to tliis Senfc of the Words the following " fnfion of any Blood. J promised Jiini 
Reply IcemtJ to be accommodated, )vv/ 1 " hisIaJc; and let not that IVomi/e be 

violated 



(k) 2 Sam. IK. 10, II. (/) Vool\\ Annotallonn in Locum. 

i' 'I'lic iincicnt Wny ol" 'J cnnncy (nor in it ytt unite ilifuttM) waa that of occupying tlic I,antl, ami filving the IVo- 
prrctor n certain nnniial Tui tion of tlio Krnitfi <>r it. When tlic 'iVnaiit jiaid one Half of the nnniinl iVotlucc, he tv.n 
Crtllmi Clo/onus Puriianui i aiul Tiicli, in the jndj'.mcni <if tht; hdl Cn'ticUa, was y.Jlfit to Ahphihj/.'eth, as he had bi'CJi 
before to .V/;«/. The lliUory oi ihc l.ifc of King Da'vi4i, Vol. 111. 

(m) 2 Sam. xix. 29, 30, {»] Coninicntary, on 2 Kingi li. 0« , 



Chap. V. from the Ifraelites entering Garfaan, W the Building of the Temple. 
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violated in my Day^ : fiar what 1 'did k J Promife ^md Oath to one of them, and^^o^^^Sam^- 



rule or Gbligatidn'tol tftte. Lef liim^ . th6 fbniridabte jPower and Intereft, which 
not die however :^0r bis- bifetti^d ig^^^^^ uffurp'd, reftrain'd him. 



Vlil 




cc 



me, 



but rather watch his Condir<a,* "aft^^^^ frorh punifliirig therri 



if he fficxiia chaW t6^giV6 tfred and fin 

" freffi bcckfion: be ifiira'ti) lav hdlci'ofiti' llliave, been ; ^^ft'.urijuft Thing 



" becaufe 



ckfion, be fdrti tb lay h6id;(y/it; jlt2 



nee it Would' 

itfeif. 



and k j&ei*d^tidn to" the tjlory of his" 
Rdgft, td Tiiffdffuch piiblick arid crying 

dcd 



recommen 



" Thoi; remembefiA iikewire/what he 
yoab did uhto 'ttae - with what Iiifo^ [ the Confideration of thefe Things to his. 
** lencd he treated me in the Tiitae of the . Son, and^ {q) Jike a wife Magijlrate^ laid 



War agiirift Jlbfalom j how, contrary to 



a Schema for the Punifhment of Wick- 

my Oideri, he flew hihi, and aftef- ednefs, without Regard to any jirivate 

wards- talk*d to me iff a menacing and Revenge. 

imperious Manner. / i'hou. remembereft DA FID, as we lliid, durft not call W^A^^ 

what he did to jimafa, Whom I intend- 7^^^ to an Account, becaufe his Power puniji, ib^m. 
" ed to have put In - his Place, and made Intereft was fo great in the Army, 

" the Gi*;^^'; W of all my Forces; and what (^"d 'twas the Army, that David^ in a 



cc 



to :^;7^?ri who was then endeavouring g^'^^^t Meafure, depended on) that it might 
to gain over to n^y PaHy all that ad- ^'^^^^ occafion'd an Alteration in the Go- 



her'd to the Hoiifc of Saul The In- 
jury done to thefe two brave Men re- 



vernment, had he pretended to do it : 
!ut, when Eolomoii came to the Throne, 
yoab was not tl^at mighty Man he had 



dounds upon me, fince they were both 

under ihy Proteftion, and both mur- | formetly been. Pie was at leaft of an 

equal Age with David 5 had comniand- 



der'd, bafely murder'd, becaufe I had 

an Eflcem for them 5 and till Jurtice 

be done to their Murderer, (which I 
in my Life-time had not Power to 
do) io) their i?mo&e7zt Biood will not 

" depart from my Houfe. Do thou. 

" therefore take Care to affoil it, and 

wlienevcr he commits any TraJifgrcffion 
againft thee, let the Blood of thcfc two 
" valuable Men be charg'd to his Account^ 
" and let him, as he has long dcfcrv'd, be 
*' put to death.'* 

Tnis is the Scnfe of David'^ Words 
to his Sou concerning thcfc two Men j 
and it is cafy to ohfcrvc, that, in thcfc 
dying IjiflrU(^lions of liis, (/') he is not 
to be conMcvW as a private Mtui^ adijig 
upon Priiu iplcs of Rcfentmcnt, but as a 

Kini;- and (w)veriior, 
his Sc)i» and SiKx:cllbr 



jnvinir Advice to 

4-' » ' 

in All'airJi of Slalc:. 



It was for the jiuhlick CVood, that liich 

Offenders, as Hbimi and ^oah^ /hoiild 
fiiflcr at a proper 'I'imc, and as rnideiice 
iliould dircdl : And tlicreforc, liiicc Iiis 



cd the Annies of Ifrad for t wen ty 
Years, and upwards j and, as he was only 
formidable at the Head of his Troops, and 
in the Times of War and publick Dif- 
order \ fo {s) ihe profound Peace, which 

had fubfiftcd for feme Time, both before, 
and after the Beginning of Solo?no?2's 
Reign, had impaired his Power, and 
made him in a Maniicr ^(fl'Itfs, Upon 
this Account, SoIo//ion had not the like Rca- 
fon to fear him, that his Father had 5 nor 
did he lie under the like Obligations to fparc 
him. He IkuI done Diiv/d great Services 

indeed, ami a lijflicicnt Reconi])encc it was, 
that he had been ijidulyM, i'or fo many 
Years, with an impunify for his Crimes; 
but, whatever the Father niij'Ju be, the 
.Son was under no Ties or Ohli^'^ations, el- 
pecially, when lie found him confjnring to 
takeaway his Kingdom, and iranllate it to 
another. 

WllKK M N the /WV/W/VV of Jh/V/d'li iXivUVj Si» tf» 

Sni ni Jjunibering the PeojUe (wJueJi, at ^v././/, 'wiaK 

<ir(l 



(0) I Kin£i ii. 3 I . 
mcnUiricB, on i Kiriijs ii. 



(/) ^^ciiptiir*: vi'riiliratct?^ r.iil ii. ]>. loC. 
(i) ('.iiimr-J Cuiiiini'iUiiiy. 



Caimu\ anil ht CJerc'u Corn^ 

it 
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The Bifiory 0} the BIB L E," 



B o o k 



firft View, fecm» not to be fo very hei- 
nous) did confift, it is not fo wrell agreed 



among Interpreters 



When thou takeji 



Number of the Children of Ifrael, 
i to MofeSy after their Number y 

/ thc^ ffive cuery Man a Ranfom fc 



fays 



Number of them, .from' twenty liars old i^romzSam 
and under y becaujejhe Lord had - faidy m ' 



s 



■ 

afe Ifrael, Uke to the StiOrs of the 




9 * 



^oul unto the Lord^ that there be no Plague 



Heansens 



• 



among thcm^ 



numbereji 



Jofeph 



The moft cpnin)Dn- Jn«refor^^ 

deed the only probable; Opinion is, ^hat? 

this Adl of David,*s proceeded (55) froni' 
Pride and Ambition, and a foolifli Cu-« 

riofity to know idi^ Number of his Sub- 

jedts, the Strength of his Forces, and thc> 



others, have founded this Conjcdlure ; 
Th^it David had quite forgot to demand 1 Extent of his Evppire : As if all thefe^ 
of every Man, that was mufter'd, an halfl had greatly contributed to his Glpry and 
Shekel^ which was appointed by the Law, Renown j as if they had been of his own» 



Ranfo 



iX¥>re 



and therefore God fent among the People a Confidence in, than the Power and Af- 

Pcftilencc j becaufe, amidfl: the great Plen- fiftance of him, whofe Protedlion he had 

ty and Abuudance, which they now fo long experienced j whom, upon othec 

cjijoy'd, it was a very impious and pro- Occafions, he was . wont to call bis Rock^ 



voking Thing not to pay him his Dues, bis Shield^ 



Cajlle of Defi 



and 



hi) But where do we find, that upon eve- who was able, at all Times, to fave^ 



ry Numbering of the People, an 



Handful of Men, as well as a- 



Bhekel was ordcr'd to be paid ? 'Twas in Multitudt 
this Cafe only, when the People were to Pribe then, and an arogant Conceit- 
contribute towards the Building of the j of himfelf, (which is always attended 

Tabernacle, and God threatens thofc that 



M 



wuh a Forgetfiilnefs of God) was at the* 

Bottom of David's numbering the Peo- 
ner of Relation to what David did, wlio 1 pie j . and indeed fo vifible to others, aS' 

I 

no where flands charg'd with fuch an O- well as to the All-feeing Eye of God, 



nxiflion, (x) any more, than with a De- 



Joab 



figii of raifing a Capltatioii-Tax (as odaers Privy-Council) thus remonflrating againft- 
conceive) upon every Poll through the 



Now 



iCingdom. 



i 

People 



fo 



they be) an' 

' ^y^^ ^f ^^^j' 



O T H E K s arc of Opinion, that this hundred Fold^ and that the Eyes 
Numbering of the People was a Thing Lord the King may fee it ; but ivby 
contrary io tlic fundamental Promifc, doth iny Lord the King delight in ibis- 
which God made ylbrahaniy viz, that liis Tlmig? 

Seed fliould fo cncrcafc, as even to exceed \ It is a 'judicious Gbfcrvation of the A- Qndmithf 

i- 11* Citufe of it, 

Jay^ ivben he ts 

fincc Gtul had promis'd to incrcafo them tempted^ J am tempted of God for God 

beyond Nmnhcr, it fivour'd of InfdcUty eanmd trmpt noith Evil, ?ieitbcr Icmptctb 
and Dillrnd in CJod, for any one to go a- he any Man : Bat every Man is U'mpCed, 



the Stars in Multitude ; and therefore, pofllc, (h) Let no Man 



bout to number thein : lint, quite contrary 



Lull 



to this, ihc StnijUmc, in another Place, and enticed ; and therefore it may juflly 

tells us, tliiil /)^/T/V/ (out of a religious J^e- be reekonM a jieenli.ir Eliy-aace iu the 

Y\\v(\ to the Proniife of C^od) never inlcn- Hebrew 'ron[?;ne, that il: frequently leaves 

deil to talce an exadl Number of ////, but out tlie Nominative Noun to a Verb 

of fuch only ar» were fit to bear Arms ; for Jklive^ which when it hapjiens, the Ac^ 



Woi 
I 



( v) He took not the I cnfati 



of 
the 



(/) r.xoil. XXX. I/, («) ^.Vj///ri7*u Cojiinicntiiiy ill rociim. (.0 in r.ncuni. (y) x Chron^ 

x^vK. zj, (i.) C<dmtC^ Com menu ry in I'Ucnm. (jj) i Suntf xxiv. ^. (/') {amcii i. 13, i>|. 
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the Nominative^ that is wanting. This 
fliews, that our Tranjlators have made a 
grofs Miftafce in rendering the Paflage, 
the Lord moved David to number Ifrael 
and Judah, becaufe in the Original there 
is no fuch Thing as the Lord 5 for the 
Nominative is omitted, as I faid, and the 1 mation. Let thy Hand, I pray thee, be a- 
Accujative^ fupplying its Place, makes the g^infi me^ and againfi my Father's Houfe^ 
Senle fimply David was 7noved (by w^hat had his Heart as full of Grief and Anxie- 
is not nam'd, but by his Pride and Vani- ty as any one, that lay languiihing in the 
ty, vi'-e may fay, as well as {c) the Infti- Plague, 




Part of the Body be in Pain, but the Head From 2 Sam. 
is immediately afFed:ed : And therefore viii/*"^'"^* 

■ 

we need not doubt, but that David, 
when he faw {d) the Angel Jiretching out 
his Hand upon Jerufalem, to dejlroy it, 

and thereupon broke out into this Excla- 



gations of the Devil) to niwiber the Peo- 
ple, So that there is no Contradidlion 



Thus, in all the Afflidiions of his Peo- ^ndmt m 
pie, David was afHitfled : And, if this 



in the Scripture-Account of this Tranf- ^^"^^ Judgment befel the Nation a little 

adlion, no Appearance of a Confederacy wliile before Abjalom's Rebellion, (as feme 

between God and Satan ; nor was God any have fufpedted a Mif-location in this Part 

farther concern'd in it, than as his Provi- of the Hiftory) this may fuggeft a Rea- 

dence, for wife Ends, thought proper to ^on, why God might tl)ink fit to prefervc 



my God fint 
thii Pejiilcnce 
upon the Peo- 
ple. 



permit it. 

" But, if Z)^i;/^/ only was culpable in 
" this Affair, why did not God immedi- 
" ately punifb him for it, inftead of falling 
" upon the People, who were confefledly 

" innocent ?*' 

The Generality perhaps were innocent^ 

as to the Affliir of numbering the People ; 

That might be chiefly David's Sin 5 but> 



Davidy and not cut him off, as he de- 

ferv'd, for his Sin ; [e) that the DifTention, 
which might have arofe among his Sons, 
about the Right of Succeffion in Cafe of 
liis Death, and the foreign and do7neJiick 
Wars, that would thereupon have enfu'd, 
and * prov'd more fatal to the TfraeliteSy 

■ 

than thi5 deftroying Pcfiilcncc, might, by 

David's Life, and Interpofition, be pre- 
vented. And from the Senfe of this, ve- 
ry probably it is, that we find him com- 

his Deliverance from this 
publick Calamity in fuch exalted Strains, 
as make it difputable, whether their Piety 
or Poetry arc more remarkable. (J) He 



meniorating 



in other Refpeds, they were not. They 
had many great and grievous Sins, which 
juftly dcfcrv'd Punifliment, and for which 

probably they would have been punifli'd 
before, had it not been for God's Tcnder- 

nefs to David, who mud have been a 
Sufferer iji the common Calamity ; but I ^h^f dwclkth in the jecrct Place of the mojl 
now, when both Kiug and People had dc- Ulgf-'y abide under the i^hadow of the 
ferv'd Corredion, GcxI was plcasM to let Ahnighty, He pall deliver thee from the 
loofe liis Anger upoji both. David, in- ^nare of the I'owler, and from I be noifome 
deed, was not /initten in Perfon, but -APcpknce. Thou Jhalt not be rfrai d for th 
King is never more fenfibly \Am\<\\\\Yt'^'rror by Nlgbi, ?ior for the Arrow that 
than wlicn tlic j(i(l^!;nK-nt of God falls up- \fieth by Day, nor for the Pc/iilcnce that 
on his People, and diminifhcs their Nuin- walketb in Darkncfi, or for the Def rati ion 
bcr, and their Strength. For the Hody that nvajleth at Noon-Day. A Thoufand 
politick is not unlike the IJody natural ; no \ /hall fall at tby Side, and ten Thonfanda/ thy 
Iboncr dues the Jieud hut all i\\c\ Right -J land, bnt it Jhall not come nigh 

Members iuifer with it ; nor can the leaft | thee. 

It 



9 



U) I Ciu'Oii. xxi. \ 



{(i) 2 Sym. xxiv. i6, 17. 



ii) ht CJerc*\i Comnicninry in r,ociim. 



Fucrc, 



* Tiic Cliiiruacr, wliicli Awj- given us of Aich IMionfl and Diflcntiona » conccivM in tJicfc Worda : 

ernntque pluribus pnpuli-. inajjis cxitio, ijuritn bcllu externa, quam famca, iiioibivCj quicquc iilirt in numinitt uao, vclui 
ultima piibliconini iniiloaini, miunt, Lib. vu. 

(/) Pral. xci. I, CV. 
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It muft be own'd indeed, that there 
is a very large DifFerence, in the Scrip- 
ture-Accounts of the Number of Men, 
The Difference fit to bear Arms, that were found in Da- 

in the Book of 

Samuel, and vid's Domlnions : (g) In Samuel it is faid, 

nkLfrecm- that they were in Ifrael eight hundred 
tiled, Thoufand^ and in yudab Jive hundred Thou- 

fand ; but in (h) ChronieleSy they o/' Ifrael 
ivere a Thoufand thoufand^ and an Hundred 

thoufandj and they of Judah four bun-' 
dred threefcore a7id ten 'Thoufand : And 
various have been the Attempts to adjuft 
and fettle this Difagreement, Some lup- 
pofe, that, as yoai undertook this Office 
with no fmall Reludtancy, and David, 
very probably, might repent of the Thing, 
before it was fully executed, tho' the Com- 
mijjioner^ might make an exad; Review, 
(/) yet they thought proper to lay be- 
fore the King no more than what the Sum 




exceffive, or extravagant in the Suppofi- From 2 Sam. 
tion, that, in. a fertile and well-cultivated ^iii'/^*^'"^^ 
Country of fixty Leagues in Length, and 
thirty in Breadth, a Multitude of People, 
to the Number of lix or feven Millions^ 
(which, taking in the other Articles, 
will be the Sum total) might very com- 
fortably be maintained. .(/) Rather then, 
than have Rccourfe to fuch Solutio?is^ 
as do but more embarrafs the Matter, 

we may adventure to fay, without any 
Diminution to the Scripture's Authority, 
that the exceffive Number in the Chro^ 
nicies was a Miftake of the Perfon, who, 
after the Captivity, tranfcrib'd this Part 



Writ : Nam 



brariorum potius negligentid^ prcefertim 
tot jam facidis inter cedent ibus , veritatem 



quam ut Propbeta erra- 



in Samuel amounts to ; but that the Au- 1 verit. 



thor of the Book of Chronicles might, 
from fome of thefe Commiffioners, receive 
the compleat Sum, which occafion'd the 
DifFerence. 

(^0 Othe Rs Imagine, that this Diffe- 
rence arifes from tlie Legiofiary SoldierSy 

(as they are called) or thofe Companies 

of Militia^ which attended the King's 
Perfon by Turns, and might make the 

Number either greater, or lefs, according 
as they were numbered, or not numbered, 
in the Account : But this Solution is pure- 
ly arbitrary y and fuch as has no Founda- 
tion in Scripture, It fuppofes withal, that 



It mufl be acknowledged, that in moft WhyTi^vX^ 

■XT * 1 .1 7 made Solomon 

Nations, where the regal Power was at Succejbr. 
this Time efiablifti'd, the Right of Suc- 
ceflion was generally hereditary, and the 
eldefl: Son feldom (except in Cafes of 7;2- 
capacity) poftpon'd. This is what Ado^ 
nijah urges to BathJIoeba 3 [n) Thou knouoejiy 
that the Kingdotn was mine by Right of 
Primogeniture, and that all Ifrael fet their 
Faces on me^ that 1 Jlmdd reign : But 
then, there was this peculiar to the Jewifi 
Conftitution, that, as God had been their 
only King from the Time that they firft 
became a Nation, fo, when they thought 



the real Number was what is recorded in fit to have that Form of Government al- 
Chroniclcs, which taken in the fevcral Ar- 1 tcr'd, he frill refcrv\l to himfelf the Right 



ticks, that are fuid to be omitted, furpaffcs 
all Faith. 

S I N c K there is then no Poflibility of 
reconciling, thcfc diflxircnt Computations, 
the Cincilion is. Which of the two we 
arc to receive : And this, without all 
Controverfy, mufl be that in Samuel, 
not only bccaufc the Jlrahick Tranflators, 
jji their Vcriion of the Chronicles, Iiavc 
infcrtcd it, but bccaufc there is nothing 



of nominating the Succcflbr, when the 
Throne became vacant : '{0) When thou 
art come unto the Land, which the Lord 



Jet a King over 772c, 



Nations. 
U Mean. 



make him King over thee, whom the Lord 
thy God Jhall chnfe. So tliat, when God 
hnd (Icclar'd Ills Plcafurc cojiccrning the 
Perfon, that was to fucceed hiui, (us Jic 

did 



(/:) '-c J'Jt'v. 9- W « Clii'on. xxi. (/ ) iMd. ,(xvii, 7..\. (/) Vide CulwrCi, 

C'()iuMiL*m:uy on Sam. xxlv. 9. (/) At C7i-/i:'i. Comiucntary in J.ouim. (mJ Ub. i. (//) i Kin|vt 

ii. IV- H i^cuC. xvii. i^l* 15. 
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A. M. did .by the Prophet Nathan) 
Ant^ ' chrift. was not at Liberty to make Choice of any 




■ 

David I probably, that David ffave his Mother a ^5°™ 2 Sam. 

Promife, confinn'd upon Oath, that, fince viii. 
God had fo manifeftly declared in Favour 




We do not difpute at all, but that of the Child, he, for his Pai't, would do 
Bathjheba^ who was his favourite Wife, utmoft to facilitate his Succeflion : 

had a great Afcendancy over her Huf- But, upon the whole, he did not chufe 



band 5 but Solomon'^ Title was not founded 
upon her Intereft and Management with 

the King, but upon the Ordination and 
Appointment of God. (/) Of all my 
Sons^ fays David^ (for the Lord hath given 
me many Sons) he hath chofen Solomon 
?7iy Son to Jit upon the throne of the 
Kingdom of the Lord over Ifrael ; and 
therefore Adonijah himfelf acknowledges, 

(^) that it was of the Lord^ that the 
Ki?2gdom was turited about ^ and become his 
Brother's, 

NATHAN indeed puts Bathfieba 
upon another Argument, viz,, the Sa^ 
crcdnefs of the King's Oath, in order to 
prevail with him in behalf of her Son : 
(r) Didjl not thou fwear unto thy Hand- 
maid^ faying affuredly ?io\om.Qn thy Son 
JJjali reign after me^ and he Jljall ft upon 
my T^hrone ? But at what Time this Pro- 
mife was made, is a Matter of fome Dif- 
pute. The Generality of Interpreters are 
of Opinion, that, after the Death of the 
iirft Child, which David had by Bath- 
Jheba^ he comforted her for her Lofs, and 
gave her AiTurarice, that, if God fhould 
give him another Son by her, he would 
not fail to make him his SuccelTor. But 
it is much more probable, that David did 
not make any Decllraiion of a Promife 
to Bathjheba, until God had reveaPd it 
to him, (j) that he fliould have a Son, 
diftindl from what he had already, who 
fliould fuccced him in the Kingdom, and 
have the Honour of building him a Tem- 
ple j and, no fooncr Solo7?wn born, but 
David was conviuc'd that this was the 
Child to whom the Piomifcs belonged, 
by Nathan*^ being fcnt to give him u 
Name, denoting his being {t) beloved of 
the Lord: And 'twas at this Time, moil 



for himfelf, [u) neither was his Declaration 
to Batbfheba previous toNathan^^ Informa- 
tion, but rather the EfFedl, and Confer 
quence of it. 

But even fuppofe there had been no Thathehai^ 
diving Interpofttion in Favour of Solomon^ fJef^ 
why might not David, who bad done 
fuch iignal Service in his Reign, nominate 
his Succeflbr ? [x) Several great Princes, 
in mofl Nations, have claimed this Privl- 
lege. Among the Romans, Aiirelius 
nam'd Nerva^ and Nerva chofe Trajan^ 
and fo did Augitftus appoint his Succeflbr. 
And, that this was a Prerogative belonging 
to the Crown of Ifrael, and what conti- 
nued with it for fome Time after David, 
is evident from the Story of his Grandfon 
Rehoboa?n^ {y) who, tho' a Prince of no 
great Merit, took upon him the Authority 
of nominating his Succcffor, and, to the 

Prejudice of his eldeft Son, made one of 
his youhgeft King. 

Far are we from vindicating *S'o/i7;;;(7/z /f-^Solomoa 
in all his Adlions, any more than David 'ZayAdi!x^\~ 
in the Matter of Uriah. His Severity to j^*^-' ^i^^' 
his Brother, for a fcemingly fmall Offence, 
look'd Wkc Revenge, and as if he had taken 
the firft Opportunity to cut him off, for 
his former Attempt upon the Kijigdom : 
And yet we cannot but imagine, {z) from 
Solomo?i's Words to his Mother, JVhy 
doejl thou afk Abiihag for Adonijah ? Afk 
for him the Kingdom aljo, for he is mine el^ 
der Brother 5 that there was fome farther 
Confpiracy againfl him, (tho' not mention 'd 
in holy Writ) whereof he Jiad [!;ot Intel- 
ligence, and wherein Joab and ylhiatbar 
were cngag'd ; and that he look'd upon 
this afking Abijhag in Marriage as the 
Prelude to it, and the iirfl Overt- Atl, as it 
were, of their Ircafon. It is certain, that 

they 



^.(ii. lo. (/) Tlic NiiiiiL- wa-> JeMiluih, ^ Snm. ^xu 25. (") Vaimir-^ C oiniiinitary in I^ociim, 

(v) Ptihid"'- Cojiimcnury on i .ICiiiiju i. 20. (y) 2 CIwoii. xi. -^^^ {'0 < ^'^'"r." 
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they thought to impofe upon the King, as I Nature, Delays- were dangerous, might ^^fom 2 Sam. 

Mother, and carry fend immediatelyj and have him difpatch'd; ^J?^/ ' ^^"ss 
their Point, without ever difcovering the the' we cannot but fay, that it had been 
malevolent Intent of it. ( more to his Commendation, had he 




Wives 



Baft) 



ihew'd more Clemency^ and Ipar'd his 



Life. 



to his Succeflbr, and were never marry'd 
to any under a crown' dWj^zA, {a) Abifiag 
was doubtlefs a beautiful Woman, and, bv 



Manner, had he not mar- Marry mi 

Egyptian 

n Queen, there might be ^een. 



lefi objeded to his Character : For, what- 

her near Relation to David, might have a ever Augmentation of Power he might 

powerful Intereft at Court ; Adonijab promife himfelf from that Alliance, (r) he 

Marriage to certainly ran the Hazard of having his 

flrengthen his Pretcnfions to the Crown, Religion corrupted by this unlawful Mix- 

or, at leaft, to lay the Foundation for ture. Others however have obferv'd, 

Ibme future Attempt, upon a proper Op- that, as the facred Scriptures commend the 

portunity, either if Solomon fliould die. Beginning of Solomon's Reign, in all other 



had 



and leave a young Son, not able to conteft 
the Point with him, or if, at any Time, 
fliould happen to fall under the People's 
Difpleafure, 
him. 

This might be Adonijah^^ Defign, and 
Solomon^ accordingly, might have Infor- 
mation of it ; But fuppofmg that his Bro- 
ther's Defign was entirely innocent, yet, 

lince his Requefl (according to the. Cu- 
iloms then prevailing) was confcflcdly 



Refpedts, except the {d) People's facrijicing 
in high Places^ which might be the rather 
tolerated, becauje there *was no Houfe built 
unto the Name of the Lord^ in thofe Days ; 

and, as they give him this Charadler, (<?) 

that he loved the Lord, and walked in all 
the Statutes ^ David his Father^ he would 
never have done an A61 fo diredtly con- 
trary to the Laws of God, as marrying an 
idolatrous Princefs, had £he not been firft 



ojelyted 



The Scrip- 



bold and prefumptuous, and had in it all | ture indeed takes Notice of the Gods of 
the Appearance of Treafon, {U) it was none 



Moabites 



of Solomon^s Bufincfs to make any farther for whom Solomon^ in Compliance to his 

Enquiry about it, or to interpret the \jira71ge Wives^ built Places of Worfhip 

Tiling in his Brother's Favour. It was But, as there is no Mention 

fufficient for him, that the Adtion was in Gods of the Egyptians^ it feems very like- 

itfclf criminal^ and of dangerous Conle- ly, that this Princefs, w;hen flie was ef- 

qucncc to the State ; for 'tis by their pous'd to Solomon^ quitted the Religion of 
Ad-itMis, and not Intentions, that all 
OfFcntlcrs nuift be tried. 



Words 



N 



indeed, had he 



the Pfahiy fuppos'd to be written upon 



Hearke?i 



Conji 



had a Hearing before ConviEiion : But 



would liavc ter^ Jorge t tbine own People, and thy Fa- 



Houfiy ./ 



wc ought to remember, that, in the King- fnre /;/ thy Beauty, for he is the Lord, arc 
lioius of the Eaf^ the Government was thought by fomc to be no diftant Allafton, 
iibjolute^ and the Power of Life or Death However this be, it is certain, that wc 
entirely in the Prince ; fo that Solomon^ find Solomon no where rcprov'd in Scrip- 
wilhout the Formality of any Procefs, tin-e for this ; (i'-) nor can wc think, 

co\d(l pronounce his Brother dead : And, that his Book of Canticles (wliicli is fup- 
bccaulc he conceiv'd, that in Cafes of this | pos'd to be his R[nthala?nium) would have 

found 



{it) Aimolalionu on i Ivinp;^ ii. 7.7.. 

(./J I i; iu};;. iii. ((t) IbiiL vtT, 3, 

' ■ lCii>j;'i ill. 1. 



{/>) f,Vj///i/*/*i. Conimcmary in I.ociini. (c) Vicl. i Ivin(';yxi- 

(Jj Vi'iil. xlv. 10, II. {s) Co/Mf-rti Coiimiculnry 013 

3 
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Chap. V. from the IfraeJites entering Canaan, ih^ Building of the ^^m^X^. 




A. M. 
2981, ^c. 
Ant. Chrift. 
1023, ^c. 




And degrade 

Abiaihar. 



found a Place in the fecred Canon, had the 
Spoufcy wliom it all along celebrates, been 
at that Time an Idolatrefs ; tho* there , is 
Reafon to believe,; t that fhe afterwards 
relaps'd into her antient Religion, and 
contributed, as much as any, to the King's 

Sedudlion, and the many great Diforders, 

C ' 

that were in the latter Part of his Reign. 

How far the High-Prieft, Miqtbar^ 
was concern'd in the Plot againft Solomon^ 
the facred Hiftory does not . particularly 
inform us 5 but fuch was the Reverence 
paid to the facerdotal Character, that Soh" 
mon would have hardly dar'd to have de- 
pos'd fuch an one from his Office, had not 
the Co7iJlitutio7i of the Nation authorized 
him fo to do. The Kings in the Bajh 
indeed foon found out Ways to make 




between taking; -from him an v^v/^r?/j)J,/[°^^^ 
that was given him by God,- and the Pr;?-; " ■ 

^/jand Enioluments iarifing from it, which 
. wei;9 originally .the Gift of the Crown. 

The former of thefe Solgmpn could not do, 

and the latter it is prppable he was the. 

rather incited to do, out of Regard to the. 

Prophecy of Samuel^ wherein he foretold 

■ ' 

EU^ iitom "whom uSi'at&ar was defcendecl) 
that he would tranflate ■ the Priefthood 
from his to another Family, as he did in 
the Perfon of Zadok^ who was of the 
Houfe of Eleazar^ even as Eli was of that 
of Ithamar\ fo that, by this Means, the 
Priefthood reverted to its antient ChanneL 

In the Account which - we have of '^^'^'^i^^'':''^ 

. ; ■ . Accounts in 

Solomon's fumptuous Max^her of Livings Kings 
{k) we read in the Book . of /Ct^^j, th&.t recondUd, 



themfGlvts aifohite but it looks, as if, at he had forty Thoufund Stalk 9f Horfes for 

the firft Eftablifhment, the King was at his Chariots ; (/) but in that o?'Chro?2icks 

the Head of the Hebrew Republick, and it isfaid, that he had no more than four i 

the High-Prieft his Subjedt, and, in all and yet, in this fome will acknowledge" no 

Civil Affairs, fubmitted to- his Corre<ftion j Difagreement at all. The Author of 

{Jo) infbmuch, that when any one abus'd Samuel^ fay they^ fpeaks of the Horfes^ 

the Power of his Office to the Prejudice the Author of the Chronicles, oi the Stalls 

of the Commonweal, pr endangering the j or Stables^ which, luppofing every one to 

King's Perfon, the King might juftly contain ten Horfo, anfwer the Number 

deprive him of his Honours and Titles, of exadly. It is obfervable however, that the 



his "Temporalities and Emoluments,, and 
even of Life itfelf. And therefore, when 
jlbiathdr^ by his Conlpiracy, had merited 
all this, whatever was dependent on the 
Crown, (as all the Revenues of this Place, 
us well as the Liberty of officiating in it 



Hiftory makes Mention (w) of Chariot^ 
Cities^ J. e. Cities, wherein Solomon kept 
Chariots and Horfemen in feveral Parts of 

his Kingdom, for the Security of his Go- 
vernment, and. the Suppreffion of any 
Di/brder, that might happen to arife ; 



9 



were dependent) Solomon might lawfully and therefore others have thought, that, in 

take from him 3 but the facerdotal Cha- the Chronicles^ the Author fpeaks 6f thofc 

radter^ whiclj he receiv'd from God, and Stalls^ which Solomon had at Jerufakm 

to which he was anointed, this he could for his conftant Life-^Guard, and were no 

not alienate : And therefore we may ob- more than fotir TChoufand', but in Kings 

fervc, that after his Deprivation^ and of all thofc iS/tf/&, which were difpcrsVl, 

even whcji Zadok was in Poflcffion of up and down, in the fcvcral Parts of his 

Jiis Place, he is ncvcrthclcfs flill men- Kingdom^ which might be forty Tyw//;/;///: 

tion'd (/) under the Stile and Title of the Bccaufc, upon the Account of the Con- 

PrieJL qucfts, which his Father had made on the 
Tnic Truth is, there is a great deal of Side of Jo/y//?;^, it was ncccflary for 



Diflcrcncc I^ctwccn depriving a Man of 
the Diguiiy^ antl of the Exercijh of liis 
h)(/ti-/ififi ill fiich a determinate l*lace; and 



Solomon to have a ftrongcr Armament of 
this Kind, than other Kings before him 
hatl, in order to keep the People, that 



9 



would 



f[A) C.ihjiti'it Conuiu-nLiry on i Kiii^ja ii. 27. 
IV. (/«) Il>ul, 



(f ) I Kiiigfi IV- 4 



{/) 7. Cliron. 
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A. would otherwife be apt to rebel, in due 

2981, ^c. 

Ant. Chrift. Subjedlion. 

But, without any Prejudice to the 



from the Captivity, the Altar (as fome ^fom 2 Sam. 



was 



1023, '^c> 




lono ^acri- 

Jhet Of I one 



Without 




Authority of the Scriptures, why may forc'd Solution like this, we have no Rea- 
wc not own, that an Error has poffibly fon to think, that all thefe Sacrifices were 
crept into the Text through the Negli- ofFer'd in one Day. The King, (we may 



Fejlivals, 

went in Proceffion with his Nobles, to 



gence of fome Tranfcriber, who has in- 

ftrted Arbahim^ i, e. forfy^ inftead of 
Arbah^ four, and fo made this large Dif- I pay his Devotion at Gibeon^ where the 
parity in the Number ? Foj4r Hhoufand Tabernacle was, and the brazen Altar, 



Stalls (fuppofing each Stall for a fmgle 



Mofe 



Each of the great 



Horfe) are moderate enough, but forty Fejiivals, 

Thottfand is incredible : And therefore (to mon might ftay much longer at Gibeon^ 

proportion the Horfes to the Chariots, in) until, by the daily Oblations, a thoufand 

which were a Thozifajtd and four hundred) Burnt-ofFcrings were confum'd 5 and, at 

we may fuppofe, (c) with the learned the Conclufion of this Courfe of Devotion, 
Author, from whom we have borrowed | he might offer up his ardent Prayer to 
this Conjedure, that, of thefe Chariots 



Wirdom 



fome were drawn with two, fome with firmation of his Faith, might appear to 

three, and fome with four Horfes. Now, him in a Dream by Night, and have that 

if the Chariots were each drawn with a Converfe with him, which the Scripture 

Fair only, the Number of Solomon's takes notice of. 



Chariot-horfcs muft be tivo Thoufand eight 
himdred ; if by two Pair, then it muft 
be, five Thoufand fix hundred ; but the 
Medium between thefe two Numbers is 

very near four Thoufand ; and therefore' 
it fcems moft likely, that the Horfes, 
which the King kept for this Ufe only, 
might be mucli about this Number. Too 
many for the Law to ioleratey (p) but 
the King perhaps might have as little 
Regard to this Claufc in the Law, as he' 
had to the following one, which forbad 
him (rj) to midtiply Wives and Concubines 
to biTnfey\ or greatly to miiltiply Silver or 
Gold 

Tii E only remaining Difficulty (ex- 
cept the divi7tc Vifio?i vouchfaf 'd Solomon^ 
which has not been mentioned) is the 
great Qimntity of Sacrifices, which he is 
liiid to have ofl'er'd on one Altar only 5 
but, without recurring to any Miracle for 
this, or without fuppofing, that this Fire, 
whicli originally came from Heaven, was 
more ftrong and intcnfc, than any com- 
mon Fire, and tliercfore, after the Return 



(r) Sleep indeed is like a State of j^ndhhdi^ 

Death to the Soul, wherem the Senles are lotb probable, 
lock'd up, and the Underftanding and 
Will deprived of the free Exercife of theit 
Funftions ^ and yet this is no Impediment 



Man 



God fpeaketh 



7' 



Vifon of the Night 



deep Sleep falleth upon Men^ in Shmberings 
upon the Bed, then he opencth the Ears of 
Men, and fealcth their InJlruSlion : For 
God, no doubt, has Power, not only to 
awaken our intelledlual Faculties, but to 
advance them above their ordinary Mca- 
fiire of Perception, even while the Body is 

aflecp. 

(/) A vERy eminent Fatlicr of tlic 
Gf^eek CJiurcli, fjicaking of the different 
Kinds of Dreams, has juflly obfcrv'd, that 
the Organs of our Body, and our Brain, 

arc not unlike the Strings of a ynufcallw- 
ftrumcnt. While the Strings arc fcicw'd 

up to a proper Pitch, they give an harmo- 
nious Sound, if louch'd by a fiiilful Hiuid ; 

but. 



[n) > Kin|>;)i V. («) Vid. Hocbart Ilit'i-of, P. I. lil>. ii. c. 9. (fi Dent, xvii. 16. (y) 

(.'Jiu'u Oiiinu iit.iiy on 1 iv. :.U. (r) CW//fr/*J Commentary on i Ivinjjii iii. (1) Job xxxiii. '_*(. 

(/) tic (^^mChIo Lloiikiiii-i, c. I J. U. 
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Chap. V. from the Ifraeiites inter iiig Caiidari^ /i? ^uildtTig of the Temple. 



7 5 9-:. 



A. but, as fobn as they are relax'd, they 
Anf/chrift. give none at all; In like Manticr, white' 

we are^awake, (fays be) our Senfcs^ toi^ch'd 
and diredted by our Underftanding," make' 
an agreeable Concert; but when once 
are afleep, the Inftrument has done 
' founding,- unlefs it be, that the Ranem- 
brance of what pafs'd, when we are a- 
wake, comes and prefents itfelf to the 

Mind, and fo forms a D?'eam^ jiift as 
the Strings of an Inftrument will for fbme 
Time continue their Sound, even after 
the Hand of the Artift has left them. 
It is no hard Matter to apply this to So- 
lomon*^ Dream. He had pray'd the Day 
before with great Fervency, and defir'd 
of God the Gift of Wifdom. In the 
Night-time God appeared to him in a 
Dream, and bid him afk whatever he 
would, Solomon^ having his Mind ftill 

full of the Defire of Wifdom, afk'd it, 
and obtained it : So that the Prayer, or 
Defire, which he utter'd in his Dream, 
was but the Confequence of the Option^ 
he had made the Day before, when he 
was awake. 
In a Word, tho' we ihould allow, that 

the Soul of Man, when the Body is afleep, 
is in a State of Reft and InaSiivity ; yet 
we cannot but think, that God can approach 
it many different Ways j can move and ac- 
tuate it, juft as he pleafcs ^ and, when he 
is minded to make a Difcovery of any 
Thing, can fet fuch a lively Rcprefcntatioii 
of it before the Eyes of the Man's Under- 
ftanding, as Hialt make him not doubt of 

the Reality of the Fifio?u 
J!, hh Build- SOLOMON indeed, at the Con- 

jng I?/* the 

conuncndable. ^^^^ ijcavc?z of ITcavcw couId not contain 

God, and much Ifs then fbv Tlonfe, that he 
had built him ; but it will not therefore 
follow, that there i;j no Ncccflity for Pla- 
tes appropiiatcd lo divine WoiHiip, nor 
any Occafion ibr making thcni fo mag- 
nificent and fionpiuom. That God, who 
is the Author and Giver of our Being, 
and (o whom \vc arc indebted for every 
'l']nii}^>; wc have, and every Tljing we 



fccration of the Temple, owns, that (//) 



hope for,-. Ihbuld be^conftandy attended^ 
with the Homage, and* Adoration^ -with 'yUI^ 
the Praifcs and Acknowledgments of hi^' 
Creatures (his ovvb dependent Creatures) is' 
a PofitioHi that will admit of no Go'ntro- ' 
verfy 5 and that thei*e fliould be fdme Pla-' ' 
cfes appointed for this Purpdfei that all the' 
Offices of jReligidn rhaybe perform 'd witH* 
more Decencyj and more Solemnity^ is 
another Pojition^ that feems to arife from 
the Nature of the Thing; Thefe Build- 

ings V7e ftile the Hotifes of God 5 but it is 
not to defend him (as Amobitis (x) ipeaks) 
from Heat or Gold, from Wind or Rain^ 
or Tempefts,' that we raife fuch StruiSures^ 
but to piit ourfelves in a Capacity of pay- 

ing our Duty to him, and of nourifliing 

> + 

in our Hearts fuch Sentiments of Refpefl: 

r 

and Reverence, of Love and Gratitude^ 
as are due from Creatures to their great 

Creator. 

In thefe Places, God is faid to be more 

immediately prefeht, to hear our Suppli- 

cationSj receive our Praifes, and relieve 
our Wants ; and tJierefore, to make his 

Habitation commodious, David ex- 
horts his Subjedis to a liberal Co7tiribution^ 
and, Becauje I have a Joy, fays he, in the 
Houfe of my God, I bave^ of mine o^7t 
Gold and Silver^ given three Thoufand Ta- 
lents of Gold, even the Gold of Ophir, 
and fcvcn I'hojfand Tale?its of fne Sil- 
ven " He indeed makes mention (as 
" the learned (y) Hooker, with whofe 

Words I conclude this Argument, has 
" obfcrv'd) of the natural Conveniency, 
" that fuch Kind of bounteous Expen- 

CCS have, llncc tljcrcby wc not only 
" tcflify our chcarfid An'cdlion to God, 

which thinks jiothing too dear to be 
" bcft()w'd about the Furniture of his 
" Service ; but give Teftimony to the 
" World likcwife of his Jllmigbtinfs, 

wJiom wc ontwardly lionour with the 
" chiefcft of outward Things, as being. 



(C 



of all Things, hirnfelf incomparably 

the grcatoa, To fct forth the Majcliy 
of Kinj^s, hi:; Viccgcraits here below, 
the mofl gorgeous anil rare 'IVcidhrcs, 

that 



(.v) Contra Gent. Iil>. vi. 



()) I':alcf. I'oliiy. lib. v 
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" that the World can afford, are procured ; I " feft it is, that the very Majefty and FromaSam. 



CC 



and can we fuppofc, that God will be 



Holinefs of the Place, where God is 



xix. to I Kinsx 

... o 
VIII. 



pleas'd to accept what, the meaheft of. ** .worfliipp'd, hath, in Regard: of usy 




/i6^ would .dildain ?. In a Word^ thoV 'great Virtue, Force, and Efficacy, as it 
the truCfWor/hlpf of God, fays be " is a fehfible Help to flir up Devotion, 
to Qodjinjitfdf acceptable, who. re^pedls. | " andj in that Refpedt, better.etb ^: no 

doubt; oiir holieft and beft^Adlions of 



CC 



CC 



CC 



CC 



qqt:iQ ipuch, in what P/i7<:'(?, as * with 

Vih^t AffeBionhQ is ferv'dj yet mani- | " that Kind* 



D I S S E R T A T I O N 



V 



Of the antknt Jerufalem, and its Temple. 



r ^ _ 

In Name, and T T is an Opinion vulgarly receiv'd, and 

not without much Probability, that 
Jeriifakm is the fame City, which {%) 
clfc where is called Salem^ and whereof 



ter, and the Omiflion of another, is Ibf- 



yenfakm 



W 



World 



Melchifedi 



4 

Melchife 



pretend to determine, tho' fome -f* very 



Mat 



in After-Times 1 



Jerifakm 



ufalem | ter of more material Difquifition, in what 

Tribe it may be fuppos*d to have been 



Other, than the City of Salem enlarged and fituated. In the Conquefi: of the Land of 
bcautify'd hy the King^ of ^\\ IfraeL atlcayiaan, and at the famous Battle of G/^ro;^, 
fivdhy David and So/omo^i, and, after that, I (c) jfoflma put to Deuth the King of ^1?- 
by the fucceeding Kings Judah,. when- rufalemy and, very probably, took . the 
the Monarchy came to be divided into two j City, tho', by fome Means or other not 

mentioned in Scripture, the febifites 
ill the Hebrew I afterwards got Poileflion, and continued 



diftinifl Kingdoms. 
The Wo 

h 

f 

Language, {a) ilgnifies Peace: And, as 
the City of Melchifedeck called Salem, is 
probably thought to be the fame with 
yenfalem j fo is it certain, that Jerufalem 
was (I)) oihcrwifc called febus, and there- 
fore, as it prefervcs the Name of Salem in 
the latter^ fo is it thought to prcfervo the 
Name of yv/ms in the former Part of it, 
and to be nothing elfc, but a Compound of 
ychui and Salem, which, for the better 
yownd's Sake, hy the Change of one Lct- 



their PolTcflion even till the Days of Z)^- 

' w 

vid. In the Divifion of the Land, it was 

F I 

apparently one of thofe Cities, which {d) 
were given to the Tribe of Benja7nin ^ and 

yet, when we read that, at one Time, {e) 
the Children of ]\\A:i\\y could not drive out 
the Jebufitcs, and, at another, (f) that 

\ 

the Children Judah took.md burnt Jeru- 
falem, one would be tempted to think, 
that it lay wiiliin the Limits of that Tribe : 
But then this Difference may be cafily 

reconcird 



(.r.) ( icn. ,\i V. I U. 



{a) Ilcb. vii. 2, 



(h) Compare Jofli. xv. 8, with i Cliron. xi. 4. 



I 'i'o tlii« I'liipofr ilicy (.bfcrvc, tlmt the facretl Writers nrc very well acquaintcil with tl.i^ iia nppcnrn hy tlint 
r;iflir]>e of JUrh'r/, Cli.ip. v. 5. 'fhus Jnith the Lord 6W, this h Jerufalem ; / ha've fit it in the MiJjl of the Natiom ami 
CQuntiln timrj ahr.it lur. For wlmt Purpofe he did ihiii, the \Hi\\m\[\ line not been wanting to inrorm us, Out fl/Sion, 
ky:. ill-, (h- l\,J\:lion vf lUnuly, ihJ hath Jhiued^ P/iil. 1. 2. Here the h\\\\\yyy kept hie Court, nnd />om hejirc Jiu 
fntt (Mit hill I'lnhaniidorfl, the I>rophc'tn, to puhlifli hi!) Decrccu to the whole World around hini, with more Kua*, ami 
fpiTdirr Convfy.intr, tliiiu couM poflihly he done from any other \\i^\^}in\ of thtj IiahitaMc Wnihh I-mni hriict-. :ij 
froiri II oiilpal I'oint, the IJf-Jit of tlic Kaw at iirll, and the CJofpcI aftcrwardii, ihonc out to the rHirouiidii.|., N;itinii*', 
atui llincfnn; wr 'J nujUlan, cniphaticnlly callal //r City 0/ our CaJ, the I\huutnin if i'ii llotimfu heamiful fvr 
Situut ar, uful the y,j of tht 'ivl'olr K.nth, IVal. xlviii. 1, .i. 'I'hf I Jillory of the Life of iCinj; IhvviJ, Vt.I. ]J. 



('^ Julh. \. ^o. luul xii, 10. 



{./) JoHi. .vviii. ^y. 



(f) JiKlii. i. :i. 
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Chap. V. from the Ilraelites entering Caiiaan, to ihe Sui/ding of the Temple^ 



A. M. 

2981, £5*f. 
Ant. Chrift, 




reconcil'd, if we will but confider, that, 
as this City was built on the Frontiers of 
both Tribes, it is ibmctimcs made a Part 
of the one, and ibmetimes of the other j 
that, hy yoJ/Ma's Divifion of the Country, 

Behjamin hsA moft Right to it^ -but, by 
the Right of Conqueft, yudah 5 however, 
when it came to be- made the Metropolis 
of the whole Nation, it was thought to 
belong to the Ifraelites in common, and 
tlierefore was claimed by neither. 

The City of Jerufalem was built upon 

two Hills, and encompafs'd all round with 
Mountains. It was fituated in a barren 
and ftony Sbilj but -the Places adjacent 
were well -water'd, having the Fountains 
■of Gian 2nd Siloaniy and the Brook Kidron 
at the Foot of its Walls. Jebits^ or the 

antient City, which David took, was 
feated on a Hill towards the South-, and. 



of {g) ifi^^* iffd?^ ff/' Milldi * which' is faid to ; 
be (^b) in the City • of David, arid therefore 
was built either oh Mount 'Sioj9\ ar fame 
adjacent Place, Let us then enquire a 
little what this Houfe ip/'MiHo might poA 
fibly be.- : ' 



' ■ MIL L Oi *€onfider*d in its Etymology, 
i& thbught to be deduc'd from a Root^ 

■ 

which l^nifies /iJ 'fc y^//^ and is thereforCj 
in the facred Hiftory, fuppos*d to denote 
a large capacious Place, defign'd for pub- ■ 

lick Meetings, or, in Ihort, o. Sendte^Houfii 
That this was fome publick Edifice, I 
think may be inferr'd from the Notices 
that is taken of it among ibme other of 
'Solbmdn*s publick Buildings, where the 
Reafon of the Tax> which he ]eVy*d upon 



his Subjedts, is faid to* be thiis. 



(0 



on the oppofite Qna 



towards the 



North J was Mount Sio7t^ where David 
built a new -f- City, and called it after his 
own Name, and where flood his' royal 
Palace likewife -f*, and the Temple of the 
Lord J for the Temple was built upon 
Mount Moriah, which was one of the 



Mount 



Mountains 



MiUo 



rated antient Jebus from the City of Da- 
vid, but was afterwards filled up by Da- 
vid and Solomon^ to make a Communica- 
tion between the two Cities : But befides 
this Vallev of Millo^ we read in Scripture 



That he might build the Houfe of the Lord^ 

and bis own Houfe, and Milloj and the 
Walk of Jerufalern &c. fori fince we find 

it join*d with the Hotife of the Lord, and 
the Walls of Jerufalem. we cannot but 
fuppofe, that it was 4 Building of the 
fame publick Nature; and fince we find 
farther, that [k) the Servants of King Jo- 
afli arofe^ aiid made a Conjpiracy^ and 

F 

Jlew him in the Houfe o/'Millo, very pro- 
bably when he was come thither to de- 
bate, and confult with his Princes^ and 

F 

other chief Men, the Thing feems to be 
incontefl:abIe, that this Houfe ^Millo was 
eredled for a publick S'enate-Houfe ^ the' 
there is fome Reafon to imagine, that it 
was employ*d likewife for other Purpofes; 

In 



■\ This city tvas bf a circular Form, Cennte on a much higher HIII, and furroundcd with a broad, deep Trtnch^ 
licwn (whether by Art. or Nature) out of a natural Rock. This trench was defended by a WaU of great Strength* 
crcftcd upon its inner Edge, and thia Wall was, in ]il:c: Mannur. defended and beautify M with nronfj and fqimrc 
fffltuir/'J, at regular Diilancea j which Towers are faid to have been built of white Marbic, the lowe/l 60. and Uic 
highcft 120 Cubits high, but all cxaftly of one Level on the Top, altho' in thcnifclvcs of very difil-rcnt IleigiitB, ac- 
cordihg to the Declivity of tlic Ground, on which they llood. The Hiftory of the Life of King />W. Vol. 11. 

I 'Ilic Tower, wiiicli went under tlic N:in»e of Ihwid, was nuiatc upon the utmo/l Angle of Mount Shn, and thd 
Keauty and (inc Proportion of tliin Fabriclc, an well im the Ufi: iliaC wita made of it, may be fairly inferr'd from that 
famouo Coniparifon of UomotCi^ i % N^ci is Uke the 'iWvcr of DnvUl, hmh for an Mytmufy. nvhrnon there havg a 
noufand limkkrs, ShiM of mighty Mvn, Cant. iv. 4. Hhe ro wrr of Furnaces, winch probably had it'. Name from 
the many l^-irea. that were lighted np in it at once, anftveiM all the liiida of a Pharos, or VVatcJi-'lWer, both tu 
Jmnd and Sea. JJy the Advantage of its Situation, it could not fail of being an excellent Light-IIoufe both to the 
mdiiarauean, and Ral Sen. and wao probably fo contrivM, a« to illuniiuale a great l>iirt of the City lllcewife. and in 
that Refpea, wan not only a gloriou.. Ornament, but of excellent Ufc. Ihnfi of the Miyhty waa n I'alhce. 

crctted by Ihtnmi, in Honour of hi« Worthies, or Chieftain/, in War, in whicl» tlii^y had Aimrtinontf., according td 
their Reputation :uul Merit in Ann., were alvvaya ready at Uaiid, for Conn fel or Aid, aH the Kin,/« Aiiaira reipiirM, 
and at hMrurellourfi. hy fupcrintcnding and inllrniling the YoUth in their Military I'xercife.., anlweiM -aU the I'm"^ 
pofeo of a Koyal ytciidemy, for llic Science uf War. 'I'he Hiftory of the Life of JCing ihi'Oui, Vol. U. 
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I N the ReigQ of Hexekiah^ when 
S.ennachenb\ came againfl: Jerujalem -^yith 
a Purpofe to befiege it, the King; took 
Counfel with . his Princes, and, among 
other Things, t^iat were thought proper 
for his Defence, 'tis faid, (/) that/he built 




'.ft 



fFail tf>at ivas fallen 



Millo, 

Abtindi 



From whence we may infer. 



Millo 



feq 



Jerujalem 



this be, St Jerom himfelf affirms, that the Fjp'" 2 Sam. 
Waters of this Fountain made the Valley, ' 
through which they ran, (as watering the 
Gardens arid Plantations that . were there) 
very pleafant and delightful . j 

The Fountain of Gihouy which iprings 
very probably from an adjacent Hill of the 
fame Name, was on the weft Side of Je^ 
rufalem -y and as King Hexekiah {p) or- 
dcr'd the upper Channel of this Fountain 

J^rufalem 



Houfe 



was very probably, made to fcrvetwo Pur- | the City was befieg'd, the Enemy might 

not have the Benefit of its Waters 5 lb we 
need not doubt, but {q) that that other 

in like Manner. 



ArfenaL 



The Palace, which David built for Spring of Siloam was, in like 

himfclf,- (to which was adjoin'd that which convey'd into the City, and that, for the 

his Son built for the King of Egypfs Convenience of its Inhabitants, they were 

Daughter)- muft needs have been a very both, in feveral Places, diftributed (r) 

magnificent Strudure, fince he had both into Pooh-, tho' feme make that of Siloam 



Workmen and Materials 



le Walls 
Kidron 



^ from Tyre^ which, at that . Time, fur- 
pafs'd all other Nations in the Art of Build- 
ing : But of this, we can give no other I between the City, and 



Account, than that it flood wejlward from 

the Temple, and confifted of a large fquare 
Court, defended by Flankers, from one of 
which was the Defcent by Stairs into the 

Gardens, which, in all Probability, were 
water'd by the Fountain of Siloam. 
ifs Fotmfains, T H I s Fountain of Siloam rifes juft un- 
der, the Walls of jferufalemy on the eafl 
Side thereof, between the City and the 
Brook Kidron j and in all Probability was 
the fame with the Fountain Enrogel, or 



Olives. 



Jebofaphat, on the Eaji of yerufalem, 

the Mount of 
) great Quantity 



^f Water in it, and is frequently quite dry ; 
but, upon any fudden Rains, it fwells ex- 
ceedingly, and runs with great Impe- 
tuofity. It was indeed of fingular Service, 
to the antient City, as it recelv'd its Com- 
mon-Sewers, and, upon every fuch vio- 
lent Flood, empty'd them into the Dead- 
Sea. 



Mount 



Qui 



the Fuller"^ Foimtaiiiy whereof we find j tity of Olive-Trees that grew there, was 

fituated to the Eafl of Jeriifalem^ and 
Kings. Some Travel- I parted from the City only by the Valley of 



Mention 



Water 



Jehofaph 



and the Brook Kidron for 



l^)unrain Is braciijb, and has not a good | which Rcafon, it is faid to be a Sabbath- 
Taflej but the Prophet Ifaiah, when he 
utters the Complaint of God againfl: the 



Mile 



Mountain 



efnfeth Temples to the Gods of the Jlmmontes^ 



thepyalcrsof^\\\\o\^-\^ which go prfily^ &cc, 
Iceiiis to denote the contrary. However 



of the MoabiieSy in CompLiifiincc to 
Wives, who were Natives of thefc 

Nations : 



{/) z Cliron. xxxii. 5. 



(w) I Chron. xiv. r. 



1 

I 'I'liiii mull bo iinticrilood of the OA? 7>r, which wao fituate iiptm the Coutiwu/, and where the Tcmjilu of rhr- 
fuht llooti, ill whofc /hfiquify Ihrotktm tallcs fo inucli ; and not of the AV'it; 7>;r, whicli Hood uj>oji a iifji^hbcjuriiifr 
JllaiuK hill wiifi not Iniilt iiniil thr Days of iWtfwjow. CalmfCw Dirtionary, under tlic Word. 



(/') )n|h. .\'v. /. /. Siiiii. xvli. ly. and 1 Kiiij';n i. «j. (0) Ifaiah viii. 6. 

(y-) /.rt/A,'., Iiurodiiaioii, lih. i. c. ;j. (;) John ix. 7. 



(/') 2 Chron. jcxxi'i. jo. 
3 




w 

Chap. Vi Jrom the IfraeJites entkriAg Catiaan^ to^ the Building of the Tempi 



7^3 



A. M. 

298.1, ^c, 
Ant. Chrift. 
1.023, isc. 




Its raJiies. 



Nations ; . and for this Reafon it is like wife . 
called in Scripture, (x) the Mount) of Cor-, 
ruption^ becaufe fuch as follow vain Idols, 
are: frequently faid in Scripture to corrupt 
themfehes. (/) Some indeed have imagined, 
that this Mount of Corruption was a di- 
ftina Place, but .the Matter of Fad: is, 

that Mount Olivet had three Summits, or 
was made up of t&ree ieveral Mountains, 



ments, which were brought fr^om Jeru" 
fakmi and therefore, our. Saviour, ' alluding 

to, this, calls JB&//by the Name of Ge- henna, 
ov tbe.FalleyofUlnmn. , . 

The Valley of yehofaphat^ which is 
likewife called the Valley of Kidrony becaufe 
of the .above-mention 'd Brook which runs 
through it, lies on xhe Eaft oi Jeritfalem, 
between the City, and the Mount of 



From '2-'Sam. 
xix.Co iKing^ 




_ 



1 



rang'd one after another, from North to Olives. Our Saviour indeed afcended froni 

South. The Middle Summit . wzs that, this Mount ; but the Notion is very, extra-.' 

from which our Lord afcended towards vagant, that, when he returns again, he 

the South was that, whereon Solomon (u) will judge, the World in this Valley, merely 

fet up his Abominations and towards the becaufe the Prophet Joel hath faid, {y) I 

North was the higheft of all, {x) which '^iU gather all Nations^ and will bring 



was commonly called Galilee. 



them into the Valley of Jehoiaphat, a7id 



, Mount Calvary ^ which, in all Ap- will plead ivitb them for my People-^ for, 

pearance, had its Name * from the Simi- what is there called the Valley of Jehofaphat^ 

litude it bore to the Figure of a Skull, or is not a proper^ but an appellative Name, 

Man's Head, was to the Wefi of the anti- and denotes no more, than the Judgment 

ent yerufalem, juft without the Gates : I of God. 

And, as our Saviour fufier*d there, we There is another Valley, that the 

may prefume it was the common Place, Scripture makes early Mention of, and 

where Criminals of all Kinds were gene- that is, {z) the Valley of Shaveb^ which is 



rally executed. 



likewifc called the Ki?ig's Dale^ where 



The Valley of Hinnon, or of the Sons Melcbizedeck met Abraham, in his Return 
of Hinnon, lay to the South of the City, \from the Slaughter of Chedcrlaomer. Ac- 
and was remarkable for the cruel and bar- cording to Jofephus, it was, in his Time 
barous Worfliip of Moloch^ where Parents but about two Furlongs diftant from Jeru^ 
made their Children pafs thro' the Fire, or \folem^ and for this Reafon perhaps, it has 
be burnt in the Fire, by Way of Sacrifice to been thought by fome, to be no other, than 
that Idol 5 and where it was ufual to have the Valley of Jehofaphat 5 tho' others make 
mufical Inilruments (from whence it ob- it different, yet fo, as to come up near to 
tain*d likewife the Name of Tophet, the the fa:id Valley, and to lie on the South-Eafl 
Hebrew Word Toph fignifying the fame as Part of the City, not far from the King's 
Tympanum in Lati?i, and Timbrel in E7zg- Gardens, {a) Why it obtain 'd the Name of 
liflo) to drown the lamentable Shrieks of the Ki7ig's Dale, whether it was from its 
the Children thus facrific*d. In this Place near Situation to the King's Palace and Gar- 
there was afterwards kept a perpetual Fire, dens, or from its being the Place, whore 
to confume the dead Carcalfes and Excrc- I the Kings were wont to cxcrcife thcmfclvcs, 



or 



(/} //W/j's Googrnpliy of the OKI Tcilaincnt. 



{u) 2 iCin|;/> xxiii. 13. 



(j) 2, KingG xxiii. 13. 
(.v) Vide Reland\ I'alicft. 

* Sonic /brmcrly have been of Opinion, that ihia Mount wnu called CV//i//?o', bccnurc Ueml of the /iril Uwwhx 
ihc World wiifl biiryM tlicrc, and that our S.iviour waa crucify'd in the famu Wucc ; that lu» Blood, iunnin;i; down 
upon tlic Body of thia Pcrfon, n)ighc rcilorc him to Life, and procure hint tJic Kavonr of a Uefurrt-aion. 'J'o fup- 
port thifl Tradition, tlicy tell ua. that Noah, having prcfervM Manr^ Body in the Ark, diUribiitcd the fevcrnl Parts 
of it to Jus Cliiltlren, and, a» a particuhir I'avour. gave the SicuII, or Head, to Uem, wJio ivan to he tin: J'nrrnt of that 
Jioly Stock, from whom Mfffias \vm to come; and iXwASbem, witli a Spirit of I'orefiBht, buryM the Skull in 
Cnhary, where Jie knew the Mtiffias would be crucify'd. Ikit neither the anticnt Fathers nor any nu)dcin Autiior*, 
tJint mention tliiu W//«//, were ever perfuiided of ita Truth ; and (without any Oifrcfpeil to tJicai) we may look 
upon all thill aii mere Kidlion. Cahnet\ J^i^lionnry, under lliu Word Cal-uufy. 



(y) Joel iji- 2. 



{k) Gen. xiv. i8. 



(/i) Cieoj^raphy of the Old 'Icilanicnt, Vol. lil. 
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A. M. or, at leaft, to entertain themfelvcs with 

A?t/chriit feeing others perform their Exercifes of 

'^'3' ^' Running, Riding, and the like, is not 

agreed, and very likely wiir never be de- • 

termin*d. . 

There w^ere fcveral Gates belonging 



that 




Ju Gales. 



to the antient yerufalem^ that are nien- 
tion'd in Scripture, but it is no ea(y Matter 
to difcover where their particular Situa- 
tion was. There is Reafon to believe 
likewife, that their Names have been 
vary'd, or that one and the fame Gate has 
gone under different Appellations 5 and, 
as there were {cvtv^l Grants of Walls in 
the City, which had their reipedtive Gates,- 

it is more than probable, that fome of thefe 
Gates did not lead out of the City into the 
Country. "The Gate of the Valley^ which 
doubtlefs had its Name from leading into 



had ra^jher rda< 



The Horfe-gate, Sbeep-gate^. and Fijh^. 
'gate are : fuppos'd "by fome: to have . had 
; their Denominations from the fcveral- 

jof thefe . Creatures, . that Jvvere 




MarJcets joi 
I kepf there. 



4 ^ 



Horfe. and 



Eajl 



: 



the Palace and, the Temple 5 and ' the 
-F^-^^x/:*? . was on the North, tho' fomey 
who think it .had its Name from the Fi/fo 
that were ' brought from the Mediterra-* 

Sea^ haA ratherplace .it on the Weft 



Side. 



High 



of Benjamin,' ib called fiom its Situation 
towards the Land or Tribe of Benjamin, is 
fuppos'd by fome to have been the* frinci-- 
fome Valley, (and, * as Travellers will /^z/ Gate of the Royal Palace 5 but from 



Eaji 



yebofapb 



The Dtmg^gate, which feems to have 
taken its Name from the Du7ig and Filth 
of the Beafts, that were faCrific'd at the 
Temple, being carried out of it, was pro- 
bably the fame with what is now fb called. 



Eajl 



yerem.iab 

being grofHy abus -d near this Gate, it ap- 
pears to have been fituatcd -by the Houfe' of 
the Lord, 

Thus we have pafs'd through mofi Its royal Sc* 
of the Gates of this antient City; and^"'^'^*'* 



North 



(^without the 



likewife. 



Water 



Walls now, but tben probably within 



them) 



Jubterratii 



from its Ufe, becaufe thro' it was the Wa- 
ter brought to fcrve the City and the Tem- 
ple, was {b) on the fame Side and fo 
was 

The Gate of the Fountain, (fo called 
from its Ncarncfs to the Fountain of Si- 
ham) only incfining a little towards tlic 
South. 

Tii E Gate oj' Ephraimy which opcii'd to 
the main Road, leading to the Tribe of 
Ephraivi, and from it dcriv'd its Name, 
flood on the North Side of the Ciiv. ht;- 



oiis Chambers, that are wonderfully mag- 
nificent, and at prefent, called the 6*^- 



pulcbres of 



{e) of which 



fome late Travellers give us a Defcrip- 



tion to this EfFedt : 



When 



ic 



(C 



come to the Place, you pafs through 
an Entry, hew'd out of a Rock, 
which admits you into an open Court 
about twenty fix Feet fquare, all- cut 
out of the Roclc, wliich is of folid 



Marble 



Wall 



On the Lcft-Hund of tliis Court is 



a 



" Portieo nine Paces lojig, and four broad, 

" (with 

* Our Counti ynian. Mr Smuiys, io of Opinion, that thu Gate of thi Valhy, was formerly the liimc with what io 
now callcU 67 AV./A^,/h Oau, not far from the Qoidm Gate, or great Gate, wliich leads into thai, wliich was fonncily 
tlic Cmrt of the ^imph. He likewife fuppofcu, that thin Gate of St iV^/Wo wnfl formerly called the Shcvp-ChiW ; but 
into thiu Opinion pei hapn he might be led by tlic Ncariiefo of St Stephm\ Gate to the Pool of Bcthefda, wJieic tlic 
«acri(icefl were walliM, before they were bront;]it to the Prieil to be offerM : And therefore, fince the l^itlllv Qutf, and 
the .SV'^/-/ Cr\//.i are dillinaiy mcntion'd by Nehaniah, wc cannot but think, that they nuiR have bten difll-rent GatCiJ. 
//V//j*a Guoj;iapby of the Old 'I'cUamcnt, Vol. III. 



(//) Nehem. iii. 

('/) JlT. XJC, 

['/tinjUlmi, 



(f) l''xplication dn noiivenii Plan d« Puncirnne yerufaUm, par M. Cahmt, 

W Vid. 'r/vwwA Voyaijeti, Parti. lib. ii. c. and MaumMra Jonrm-y Uou\ Mr/p tu 



Gha?. v. from the Ifraelites. ^;»/^/v/^ Canaan, to the Building of the Tempk. 




;A. M. *^ (with a Kind of Architrave running 
Ant!*Chrift. round its Front) cut out of the fame 



Scripture tells us, . that David y znd So/o^ 



Frotta: 2.9am. 
xix; to liKiags 

moTii znd moft of their SuceelJbrs were via,. ■ ., 




* Rock, as are likewife the Pillars thiit \ (f) buried in the Gt^ 

' fupport it. At the End of this' Pi?r^/ri»;j thefe O^o/j, lie without the Gate ^ of Z)^? 

* there is a Paflage into the SepulchfeSi 'mafcus {2.%^ it 'is now called) 'a 




which (when you have crept- through 
it with fome Difficulty) lets you into a 



of 



of 



*^ large Chaniber of above four and twen- j -merly extend, or where We ihall find any 



cc 



ce 



cc 



ty Feet fquare. Its Sides and Ceibng 



Sign 



wherdDtf-j- 



are fo exactly fquare, and its \d72gles\ 'otd^ and the other Kings His Succeflbrs 
fo juft, that no ArcbiteB^ with X(f- Lwere buried, we have no hintfe given usv 



veh and Plummet Sy could build a Room 



Mr Mdundrell, 



cc 



more regular. Ftom- this Room yoA -Paflage in Scripture," {g) and Hezekiah* 



" pals into fix niore, one 




ano- I fl^pt with his Fathers ^ and they- btiried him 



cc 



cc 



cc 



ther, and all of the fame Fabrick with 
the iiril:, except that the two innermoft I of 

w ■ 

are deeper than the rcA, and have a 



chief efi of -the\ Sepulchres of the Sons 
vid, is of Opinion, that this was 
ace, where Hezekiah. and the Sons 



Defcent of about fix or feven Steps into immediately, born to David^ that were 
them. In every one of thefe Rooms not repolited in the i?<?y4^ Sepulchres^ 



<c 



cc 



cc 



plac'd 



Com 



were " buried :/ But it is much riior^ pro- 



NicbeSy along the Sides of I bable (and what both the Syriack and 



amount 



Arabick 



fifty. 



of 



inakes 



Work I uriderftand his immediate Sons, properly fo 
Jerufalem j | called, but the Kings rather, that fuc- 

ceeded him. This is a Form of Speech 

■ 4 

frequently made ufe of by the iadred 
Doors, as well as all the reft, their Hin- Writers: And therefore the Senfe of 

' F * 

■ 

Hezekiah* s being buried in the Sepulchres of 



Wonder 



ges, their Ports, their Frames, are all 
cut but of the fame continu'd Rock. 



of 



It may therefore be worth our enquiring buried in the Sepulchres of the Kings de- 



Manner 



fc ended ft 



I 

'were employ'd, and who poffibly might The more probable Opinion, there- 
be the Perfons, that were repofited in | fore, is that of Le BruyUy who fuppofes, 

■ i 

them. 



'j9ud nvho fwere 
lurfd in them. 



That 



that thefe Grots were the Sepulchres of 
Manaffehy his Son Afhon, and his Grand- 
fbn yofahy Kings of yudah. Of Ma-- 



were not the- Sepulchres of the Kings of 
fttdah^ the Generality of thofc that have I 7ia[feh 
iiifpeftcd them arc agreed, bccaufe the {h) he was buried in the Garden of his 



own 



4 ^ 



(f) I Kings li, 10. and xi. 43. 

* Bfjijiwiin of Tfiihia^ who wrote about the Year 1173, rclntcs, that not above fifteen Vcara before, a Willi, be- 
longing to Mount fell down, and the Prkfta fct twt-nty Men to work upon it. I'wo of tlicft: WorJcnit;n, bciny 
one D.iy left alone, took up a Stone, which opcn'd n Tflfiiigc into a fubtmaneotu Place, into wliich they cntcr'd. 
•J'hcrc they found a I'niacc, fiipportcd by Marble Pillars, and cmllcd over with Gold nntl Silver. At the /in trance 
waa a Tabic, mc\ upon this 'i'uble a Golden Crown find Sceptre. Thio, fay /he Jews, was Da'vhPa Mdnunhent, and 
oppofitt: toitmx^ So/ormuUy ndornM in the like Manner. Ab tlit-y wcic attempting to penetrate i]irther, they werc 
tivcrfct by a IVhirhwind^ and rcmainM fcnfclcfa till the livening, when tJicy licnrd a Voice, bidding them ariic, and 
begone. ^r///Wwtf ailiires iw, that he had this Story from the Month of ox^c.j^hrnhum, Phtnija; who, ii$ he fmd^ 
had been confnilcd about thio ICvcnt hy lUc Pa/riate/* oi yeru/JtfM, and dcc/ar'd, (hat thin wan VW/V's Moiiunicnt. 
;fji(t the whole of ihitt Account Jins fo innch the Air of a I'abic, that it ia iiccdlcfn 10 confute it. C//wr/'w Piilionur^^ 

under the Word Da-vti/, 



(^) 2 Chron. xxxii. 33. 

NuMii. LIII. 



(h) 2 JvingB xx'u 18, -.'0 



o li 
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Houfey in the Garden of. 



fdiind 



of yimon it ini^.thiL) hje 'was.bu^ at . the Bottom, of ^the 



Frc 
xix 
viii 




of Uzz^,; .^ich .Garden Mor j M<)unt 

very prpbably, . pUrchsfe, | huniii^cd : and thirty-three ITubits, pr aboot 



it, .might 



with :the:Pleaj&titnef9 Qf| fix 



/»/^:; ;aa<J thi$ afippdedicmpft nobie Prof 



CpntraditiniStipn to the. ,ro/tf/ P4lacp, j peft toward? the chief Part of the City^ 



Mbunt 



Wejlwri, It .is impoOible to 
pompute th? .Ivabour of laying this Fpun»^ 



the facred Hiftory doe^ not fay exj)reflly, | dgitioii, becaufe it is impoffible to t^ll.bow 
that be w^s . buried herp'j :aU that jt tells 



us is, thit he .(/) was. buried, in the Sepul^ 
cbre's of, his Fathers^ biit whisther in . the 

w 

City of David, or in the Garden of Uzza, 



Mention 



both his Father and Grandfather were bu- 
ried in -this Garden^ there, is Reafon . to 



whittle. 



^ofiab wa s 



Half, 



wife; efpeeially conliderihg,: that, : in one 
of thefe fubterraneous Rooms, (as Le Bruyh \ 
tells us); r which ieem'd to be more lofty j 

than the relit, there were three C^wj.cur 
riovifly ftdprn'd "with'carv'd Works, , .which 
he tool^: to , be the Coffins ;pf thefe thris^ = 

Kings. 

B u T of all the Buildings, that antient 



liiuch .of ; the Mountain mUft in fpme 

r 

?lacQs,be rembv'd, an^ in .pthers filled up, 
to bring it to an exadt, Square for fo great a 
Height : .But when we conficjer, that there 
were 180,000 Workmen, for feven Years 

I 

conftantly eipploy 'd ^ we 
cannot but adniire what Bjalinefs coul4 be 
fopod for fb many Hapds tOrdo 5 and yet, 
when we refled: on tjie Vaftnefs of this 
Fabricky it would make one no lefs won^ 

I 

der, hpw-^-in, fo .Aort , a, Time, it cpuld 
poflibly be compleated. For the Fpun^ 
dation (as Jofepbus^ tejlls us); was laid pro- 
digioufly deep, and . the. Stones, were not 
" only of the largeft $ize,;;bu;t hard^nd 



^erufalem 



the ^empky 



which David- dclign'd, and Solomon pcrr 
fcdlcd, was tbc moft piagnificent. We 
are not however to ipiagine, thatrthi$ 
Temple was built like one of our Churches ; 
for it did not confift of pne, fingle Edifice, 
but 'I" of fcvcral Courts and Buildings, 
which took up n great ^cal of Ground. 
The Place whereon - it .was credted, was 
the Top of Mount Moriab^ and the Bujl^r 
ing all tpgcthcr made an exadl Squ^r^^ of 
eight hundred Cubits, or one thoufand 
four hundred and fixty Feet long on each 
Sitlc, cxadlly fronting the Eaji^ Wefl^ 

Norths and South. 

(/') To make this Building more firm 



cc 



Weathers 



Worm 



they w^ere fo mortis!d into, one another;, 
" a;id fo wedg'd into the Rock, that the 

Strei?gth apd Curiofity of the Bafs -was 
" not lefs admirable, than the intended 

Super^ru£luri?, and . the one was every 

* ^ 

" Way anfwei^able to the other." 

The Groimd-P/ot, upon which the 
Temple was built;, was a Square of fix 



Wall 



Way 



and the fame in Breadth, and contained 
fcvcral Buildings for difFcrcnt Ufcs, fur- 



Ma 



blc Pillars. With 
Court of' the Gcnt^ 



1 ' I I 



and 



(/) /. CJiron. XXXV. 24. 



W'Jiat wan pro- 

iiti wlicn 



']■ 'Vhv.Cc. fcvcral Pnrto of the 'i>mi>!c, the Gneh art very ciircful to diflnigilini by diillTcht Nnmcs. W 

J.cily the 'I'dnplf, ihcy ctilica 5 r^'^tf.) 'niul the Coiirttf, nml other Pnrts of the 7^cniplt-; to ;3f3r.' Th 

d'mnts h f:i!(l fo hiive front ihtb tlic .IVinpIc' to burn' ruceiirc, I.fdc I 9. (\v)iicl» wan done in the .V//«.7ww) the Word 
id t'rro,", hut wlini it iu faiti, that the IVophctcfa iltpartcd not from the Temple, /.w/r ii. 37. (/./■. livM in 

tiial hill of the dmrtif tht which was nppropri.-itcd to rfbiV""H Women) the r/nv/- Worii is ln^h; And 

tjiii ObkTvation holit.-i j.;oo(l nil ihroui\h the New 'Ic'flnmcnt. Lamy, tie 'J'abcrn. lib. v. c. 5. ' 

n,.f/l>nriA Chronology, lib. iv. c. 9, 
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Chap. V. if^^ ICra^lites en^eri^ 





is^:i^m0im of Tempki 



A. M- 
Anc. Chrirt;. 



and adorn'd, .in like Mann,era ^ijth, GJoy^ 
jflers and Pillars. . , To . leparate this ' Cpurt 




cf ' tbe Iff 



Wall 



Jfr'aelitps 



differer 



Marble 



Que 



iQubie? loi)^; - .and twenty broadi. :at the ^''^^ 
ienjt^ncso Qf; Wmen th^ .:t^y:d fattaot^s viii. 



ail . Afent of. feVen, Steps. . To feparate 
thi$ Court, from the Court (>f the Ptieji^^ 
ther^ was a Wall of two hundred Cubits 
fquare ; and the Priefts Court was. an 
hundred Cubits, encompafs'd with Cloy* 

iters, and Appartments, where the Pfiefts;, 
that attended the S^yvice of the Temple, 
were ; us'd to- live. . This Court bad. but 
three Gates, to the to the TSIorfh^ 

?ind to the ^onth^ and were aj>proacl)'d by 
an^fcent of eight .Steps. Thefe Courts 
were ail opeltii ' and without any Covering, 

but, in cafe of Rain, 'or other bad Wea- 
thcr, the People could retire under the 
Cloyilcrs, that were fupported with Rows 
of -Pillars, and went round every Court. 



ovcr-againfl the 



impart, thai; God\.^lpne,:w^a^$^ ik^lSuffppri ipf 
-tM . ^ 'J^e'mpk : and iffi ' Qate , :wiiS 1 ft^y r teen 
!CaJ)its . vvide.. . The.- Sanctuary ^ \ or 'Nam 
pf jth^ Temple, ; .was forty, Cubits Jpng; 
a^d; twenty, broads whereinvw:qr!e. the. >;4/'i' 
tar of Incenfey j^ntj the Table of Sh^'"- 

Bread ■ bu.t>Qcayfc.tte Temple. \yas:,kr^^^^ 

ft-nd vyranted; morp ;I*ight tl?an th^.Staii^rf 
nac/e, inflead of one^ it had; f en i golden 
Candlefticks, Thp^Hofy of Holies, was a 

Square of tYTcpty. CubitSj .-wheifein wa^ 
plac'd t\ic,^ri pf the^ Qoveudnt^ containing 
the t^o : "Talks , of ^tonei wherci.a. p^d 
had engraven ' his.' tea ComnijindinOntSj 
but in/lead of two Qm:iif?ims (us w0i'e iu 
the Tabernacle) in die Tcipple there were 

four. .. . ' ; • 

R o ti N D about the Temple, and againil: 
the Walls thereof (as Jofephus tells us) 
were built thirty CellSy or little Houfe?, 
which ferv'd in the Way of fo many But- 

trejfes^ and were, at tlie fame Time, no 
faiall Ornament to It ; for tJicre v/ere Stories 




Gate of the Pj^iefts Court ^ was : credcd a 
Throne for the King, (^which was a mag- i of thefe Cells one above anotherj whereof 



hificent Alcove) where he featcd himfelf 
when he came to the Temple. In the 
PricJls^Coiirt was the Altar of Burnt-Offer- 
ings, a great deal larger than that of the 
Taber7iacL\ having tc?2 brazen Lavers, 
whereas the Tabernacle had but ^w, and 
11 Sra of Brafs (which the Tabernacle had 
not) fupportcd by twelve Oxen. 

On the IVell Side of the Altar of Burnt- 
OfferifigSy there was an Afccnt ol' twelve 
Steps to whnt wc may properly call the 

Tonpic \ and this coniiJlal of //vvv Parts, 
tlic Porcb^ the SuUiJnary, aiui the J to/y 
of IJolii's. The Vorch was about twelve 



the fecond was narrower than the frft^ and 
the third than the fecond^ fo that their 

Roofs and Balufradt's^ being within each 

otiier, made three different Terrallcs (as it 



were) ^ upon wliich one might walk 
round the Temple. Within, thefe little 
Ploufes were ccrkd with Cetlar, their Walls 
were wainfcotcd with the fiune, and em- 
bclUfli*d with Carving, and Fretwork, 
overlaid with Gold, which, with their 

dazzlijjg Splendor, made 
about than look glorious. 

Ui*oN the WJiole then, we may ob- 

ferve, (/) tJiat the Glory of this Tcmpio 

did 



every Tiling 



-| The 'iV'iiipIi: itfcir, ilriflly To cillcd, Ji:ul (\v(i Ninth's, tlu; upjifr of wMt li \v;ifj i;ii?iM t^iiitc ;il)ovc tlicfcllulc I f()ii(t"7„ 
and tlifir Kotif;; ; for their Koofri rcacird no hiYJi*;*" tlic 'J oj» of the Story. 'J'hc fccoiul Story, wliich Jiad 

no I}iiifth*njr atljoinitip to it:i Side, iii:uli: a Jarjui Room over tlic Snnfhmry^ (iiul tlic Holy (f IhUa, of ( (iii;!! j^iinen- 
fjons with tJicm ; and 'ti;; no iniiirobiibic Opinion, that this was the upper Chatnher, in wliich tht: Holy (I/nJl wfl'i 
pIcihM to (Icfccnt! niion the j'li'ojlks in a vifihlti Manner. TJih upper Room waa appropriated to the pioiin Ac///y, na n 
rJ.icc for them to coinc and pay thtir Devotion;; in i and tliLicrurc it fccma very likely, that tlic ylpojUes were here 
with other devout iVrfonii, while* the Temple wa» hiU of jfenvj of till Nations, who were come to crlubratc the Tcaft 
of the PeriteeoJ}, and that thertirpon (hey helow, hearing (he Noifc, which waii occafioii'd hy the Shnkinj; of tho 
I'lacc, ran up to fee tJ»c Canli; of it< and, to their j^reat Surpri/.e, found the jlpojHet diJ(in}<;iiilliM from (lie other 'Jfivt 
nboiit them, both by the elo'ven Toni^ucs, nvhich fat upon each of themt nnd by the fcvcral diflcrcnt Lnnguagc*, that they 

fpalcc. l,tmy\ Introdiiilion, lib. i. c. * 
f/) /'/•/V/^'a/M-'fl t'onncdion, I'art I. lit', iii. 
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A. M; did cbnfift ifi the Bulk Larfferiefe bF 

2081,' isti, ° ' . , 

Ant. Chrift. it, (for in ^itfclf it WES Dut a fmall Pile of 

^Building, ho ^ more than an hundjred and 
iifty Feet in Lengthy and an- hundred and 
iive in Breadth, taking ' the Whble of it 
together from Out to Out/ and is exceeded . 
by many of our Parijh Churches) but its 
chief Grandeur and Excellency lay in its 
.Out-Buildings and Ornaments, in ' its 
Workmahftup, which was every where 
very curious, and its Overlayings, which 
were vaft and prodigious j for the Over- 
laying of the Holy of Holies only (which 
was a Room but thirty Feet fquare, and 




cc 



XIX. CO 



was' rai's'd upon Sfoiifes;' polifh'd Wth'e From 



" hi^heft- Degree of Perfeiaion, and fo 
■artifitially put together, that there 



4 



vni. 



cc 



no Joint to be difcerh'd, no Sigh of 
any Wdrking Tools teiiig upon theni, 
but the whole looked iiker the- Work 
of Providence, and Nature, than the 
" Prddu<a of Art, and human Invchtiorii 
" And as for - the Infide, whatever Carv- 
ing, Gildingi Embrc)idery, rich 'Silksi 
and fine Linneii could do, of thefe 
there was the greateft Profufion. The 
very Floor of the Temple was overlaid 
with beaten Gold, the Doors" #ere 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



twenty high) amounted to fix hundred " large, and proportioned to the Height 
Talents of Gold, which comes to four " of the Walls, twenty- Cubits- broad. 



Millions three hundred and twenty Thou- 

i 

fand Pounds of our Sterling Money^ 



" and ftill Gold upon Gold." /;/ a Word^ 
it was Gold all over^ and ^ nothing was 



To conclude this Dlflertation then, (;;;) wanting^ either 'within or withoiit^ that 
in the Words of the Jewijh Hiftorian, might contribute to the Glory^ and Mag^ 
" The whole Frame, in fine, fays be^ I nijicence of the Work^ 



, W y tfwfjh hnt\<i^ lib. vlii. c "2. . - 

* It is not to be doubted, but that Soiomon made al! the Utenfila and Ornaments of the Temple proportionable, 

both in Number and Richnefs, to that of , the Edifice; and yet Jofephus feems to h^ye cari-y'd his Account beyoui 

all Credibility, when he tells us, that there were 10,006 Tables, befides thofe bf the Shew-Bread ; 10,000 Candle. 

flicks, befides thofe in the holy Piace ; 80,000 Cups for Drink-OiTerings ; j 06,000 Bafons of Gold, and double that 
Number of Silver ; Whcii he tells us, that Solomon cauVd to be made 1000 Ornaments for the fole Ufe of the High- 
Pried ; 10,000 Linnen Robes and Girdles, for that of the common Priells ; and 200,000 more for the Z^v/z/j and 
Muficians : When he tells of 200,000 Trumpets, made according to Solomon^s OireAion, with 200,000 more, made 
in the Faihion, that Mafes had appointed, and 400,000 niuiical Inftrumcnts of a mixt Metal, between Gold aiid 
Silver, called by the Ancients Concerning all which, we can only fay, that the Text is either filcnt, or 

contradifts this prodigious Account. Univerfal Hiftory, Lib. i. c. 7. , - 



t ■ 



t 
t 



i 



* t 



i 4 



The End of the Fifth Book 
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